
 

1 
 

 
 
 

By Jimmy Jolley. 
 
 Well here we are again, almost at the end of yet another year, and yet again one with some agro. During 
the past year, the National Anguilla Club as come under fire from some quarters of the angling world. One 
such “encounter” involved Richard Huggett’s website, now on his site Richard Huggett stated the he was 
a member of the Eel Study Group (E.S.G) and also the Eel Conservation Society (E.C.S). The later of 
these statements could have been an honest mistake on Richard’s part as it states on our membership card 
that you are “a member of the E.C.S at no extra cost”…what it should have said is that you have “affiliated 
membership” of the Eel Conservation Society, a mistake that has since been rectified. 
 However, Richard’s statement that he was a member of the Eel Study Group was in fact not true as was 
pointed out to the N.A.C by the General Secretary for the E.S.G Mr Clive Dennison and as Clive and our 
own Anthony “B.T” Jolley are greatly involved with the conservation of the European Fresh Water Eel 
(Anguilla, anguilla) and are in regular communication with each other the subject of Richard Huggett’s 
website statements came to light. 
 Our General Secretary Steve Richardson and our Chairman Nick Rose along with Anthony Jolley and 
indeed Clive Dennison informed Richard Huggett of the two groups concerns regarding these two 
statements. He was asked too remove the offending statements from his website as soon as possible. 
However, Richard Huggett said that the person who “built” the website was in fact “on his Honeymoon, 
and wouldn’t be back in the country for two weeks”. So after this two week period it was expected that 
the offending material would be removed, unfortunately, this was not the case. With pressure being applied 
to the committee of the N.A.C to resolve the situation “without delay” or all communication between the 
two groups will be severed, thus all the years of hard work and good will built up over the recent past 
would be gone for ever….the club could not let this happen. So Richard Huggett was given an 
ultimatum…..remove the offending material or be expelled from the N.A.C. Richard decided to “save us 
the bother” of kicking him out of the Club and he therefore resigned from the N.A.C. 
 Now the part that aggravates me about all this is the fact that the committee of the N.A.C were being put 
under immense pressure to terminate Richard Huggett’s membership of the N.A.C from some ex-members 
of the N.A.C and other people outside of the Club. Anyone with the slightest amount of intelligence should 
know that this has too be resolved “in house”….it has nothing to do with ex-members of the Club or 
anyone else for that matter what the Club does or does not do. 
 We have since been informed by Clive Dennison that Richard Huggett’s website has vaporised into the 
ether, and that the situation between the two groups is back on track, so to speak and I for one felt relief 
that the N.A.C and E.S.G would continue to fight the good fight on behalf of all Eel anglers, which ever 
group they belong too.  
 Chris Siddall has come in for some criticism concerning his article which appeared in Issue 59 (October 
2002) of Pike & Predators titled “Don’t Put Eels Back” (which with the kind permission of Chris and 
James Holgate, editor of P & P is reproduced on page 31). According too Chris, it appears that the critics 
hadn’t quite got the “message” that he was trying to get across and that these thoughts and theories were 
not those of The National Anguilla Club, but Chris’ own, and in fact the title of the article was not Chris’ 
choice but actually James Holgate’s….so read it and come to your own conclusions !!!!!  
 So on to other things. 
 The resent Winter Social & Presentation held on Remembrance Sunday (November 10th) was the first time 
I’d not attended a meeting of the Club since I became a member….now that’s “no big deal”…. as members 
such as Steve Richardson and Nick Rose never miss a meeting…the reason Anthony and I did  not attend 
this event was the death of our mother…now this is the reason I’ve mentioned the above it is to take the 
opportunity to personally thank Steve & Erica Richardson, Kevin & Patricia Huish, Nick Rose and Pete 
Waterfield for all their kindness and understanding during our resent sadness. Every time I spoke to them 
they would always ask how my mother was and I thank them sincerely for that. 
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 So I’ll close by wishing you all a very Merry Xmas, and a prosperous and eel filled year ahead. 
 
 
 
 

By Steve Ricketts 
 
As seasons go I was looking forward to the 2002 season like a virgin on his first date with one of those 
easy northern lasses. I honestly believed I’d cracked a water last season that contained big fish with a 
promise of better still to come. With quite a few big fours, nine fish over five pounds and one six the 
thought of waiting till September to start my next campaign was a hard pill to swallow. Yep, I did say 
September, a time when I dare say a lot of other eelers are off chasing little chubbies and pikes, I was 
looking forward to hopefully some of my best eeling and I’ll tell you why. The lake in question contains 
weed, not cute little patches for the fish to hide under, bloody great rafts of the stuff if you’ll excuse my 
French. The lake is carpeted bank to bank with a floating raft of bright green weed. It can be fished; it’s 
not easy but its possible. Drop your  tackle into a PVA bag including baited hook and 4oz lead. With luck 
when cast, the lot punches through the weed and settles nicely on what is a relatively clean bottom. 
Alternatively don chest waders, walk out and place you baits after clearing a space with a stick or 
something. Or you could try Nick Duffy’s method which is to walk out in the lake naked reading a good 
quality porno mag, rotate several times which he insists clears an area several feet in all directions. 
Whatever methods you employ extracting a hooked fish through that much weed is luck, nothing else. 
You never know whether its there or not until you sort through the huge ball of weed on the line. 
The alternative and most sensible solution - wait till the weed dies off. Nearly all the big fish I caught in 
the 2001 season came in October/November when the weed had mostly disappeared and the eels had 
moved into the protection of the only other cover afforded them, several large reed-beds. From here they 
were catchable and landable. That’s what I had planned and that’s why September was so eagerly awaited. 
Anyway that’s my late season planned out but I’ve months to go before then.  
Depending on your view being in the middle of goldfish central can be a curse or a godsend. Many of the 
waters I chase eels on are carp waters, little fished for anything else their potentials for other species are 
untapped so networking with the goldfish crews are paramount to my success i.e. the above water and 

several others including one that 
some of the membership now has 
first hand experience of, Nichols 
quarry. My first trip to this lake was 
in the depths of January. Cold wet 
and singularly uninviting yet I 
caught eels, not big fish but anything 
in January is good going. Several 
other similar lakes were tried with 
much the same results. The season 
pushed on and Nichols seemed to be 
the water that could do the business. 
Three pounders were now 
commonplace with a smattering of 
fours and one 5-6, to date my top fish 
of the season. Last year the water 
threw up two eight pounders and this 
season three fish over seven have 
already fallen to geranium flavoured 

boilies of all things.  

Best of “02” at 5lb – 06oz from Nichols 
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Eels taking boilies here is very common and did lead to one rather upsetting incident involving me and a 
helpful carper who I hope never to have the misfortune of being bivvied next to again. Fishing ten yards 
apart on the first night of a three night session three carp to around 14lbs took a liking to lobworms 
presented on a wire trace and numerous eels to mid threes spelt a hectic first night. Mr carper had no carp 
he did catch bream, roach and had screaming runs that he couldn’t hit. Inspecting the boilies after each 
run the bait was either halved or had a v-shaped cut in it. No problem diagnosing the culprits here so being 
on good terms we exchanged swims the following night so he could catch some carp and I could catch his 
eels. To cut a long story short I caught eels, nothing different from the previous night were as Mr carper 
caught no carp, no bream, no roach and just one eel. At 7lb 4oz I could have shoved his Quattro pods up 
where the sun don’t shine, that’s life I suppose. Back to earth with a bump I sneaked a one night season at 
weedy city and extracted a 4-2 great they are still there, roll on September. The school holidays arrived 
and as the missus works in a school, fishing slowed down a bit while we went off to Spain for a break and 
I was forced to catch up on some outstanding work. This is not so bad, the lake I was going to take apart 
stands not more than 50 feet from a caravan site and several hundred yards from the sea so I don’t need to 
paint a picture of what its like there in high season. This is where some of you lads up north have the edge 
through the summer with those ever so secret lakes you fish. Mind you I’ve heard some of these lakes are 
so secret judging by the catch returns the eels don’t even know where they are, tee hee. 
This is it, September arrived. All those horrible kids back to school, the lakes mine. Car loaded with all 
the gear for a week’s assault I arrived at the lake Monday morning at the crack of dawn. Bivvie up, rods 
out, kettle on I felt like a kid at Christmas. The quiet didn’t last long; the tranquillity was broken by an 
odd buzzing noise. I looked up the bank and some pratt was scooting along the waters edge on a quad 
bike. Miffed I jumped up and approached this thoughtless individual as he stepped off the bike. I produced 
my bailiff’s card and asked him nicely to vacate where upon he produced his English Nature warden’s 
card and asked me to do the same. Cards at sunrise. We stared at each other before reaching for the phones. 
I phoned RMC who issued my permit, he phoned his head office. I lost, English nature had revoked the 
fishing and I had not been informed making me a trespasser. Grinning the smug git gave me one hour to 
leave town or I would be reported and face possible prosecution. I packed up with thoughts of murder 
coursing through my mind. 
Nichols it was to be, 15 odd miles down the road at least I would still be fishing. Gunning the jeep across 
the shingle, squidging as many of their so called rare weeds as possible, childish I know but somehow 
satisfying. I pulled out onto the road and headed towards Nichols. Several miles on the car clunked heavily, 
juddered then carried on. The engine was running fine but there was no acceleration. Pulling over I looked 
over the motor and all seemed fine. I got back in and it wouldn’t move. The AA confirmed my fears, the 
rear axle had gone “a common fault on these” he said. Cheers just what I needed to hear. 
So there we have it, last season was probably my best ever and all my expectations of a repeat performance 
were shot to pieces by some twat on a quad bike. Alas this is not the first time. I once had a great season 
on a lake called Broadwater and followed it up with one fish out of forty sessions the following year. 
Maybe this is the trend my fishing takes. Other people seem to be consistent year in year out; I seem to be 
boom or bust. For the moment I’m therefore confined to a local lake near a not too nice housing estate. 
They say its got eels in. I haven’t caught one yet so maybe they are hiding in the mountains of old beer 
and sweet corn tins that litter the margins. I’ve tried popping baits up, there’s enough syringes lying about 
to make this task easy but maybe I should rethink my tactics. If there are eels here maybe I should take a 
tip from the people I’ve met on the bank and use solvent-based baits. Evostick roach has got a nice ring 
about it. 
If I can survive this venue till the jeeps fixed I’ll find myself back to some decent waters and start catching 
again. Until then one piece of advice, if your fishing a hole like I am now get a Ford Ka (the wife’s car) 
it’s the only one that hasn’t had its windows done in the car park although some pratt did nick the ariel. 
All the best for 2003. 
 

Big Eel 
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By Chris Siddall 
 
This is the true story of what was without doubt the best period of eel angling I have ever had in 40 years 
of fishing. 
The story starts two years ago when I had wanted to fish a new water which I had seen a couple of years 
earlier. On three or four occasions I arranged to go with Nick Rose only for Nick to have to back out at 
the last minute because of work commitments and subsequently I never got round to giving it a go. 
However at the fish-in in Kent earlier this year it came to my attention that new member Nick Duffy who 
was also at the fish in had fished the water previously with some success having taken eels to just under 
5lb. 
Having spoken to Nick D we arranged our first joint trip on 9/6/02. 
We met at the prearranged point at 7.30 and made our way to the water. In order to retain the anonymity 
of the venue we have renamed it ‘Greenacres’ but don’t bother to look for it on a map as you won’t find 
it. 
The first night we fished about 100 yards apart and as Nick had recommended live bait I fished this on 
two rods with half roach baits on the other two. Just before dark all rods were in position and it wasn’t 
long before one of the live baits was away. The strike was met with nothing and I retrieved a bare size 2 
hook. I was fishing the baits lip hooked and it is pot luck if the eel has the hook in its mouth. 
Twenty minutes later there was a repeat performance on the same rod with the same result. However I 
chose to persist with the set up and ten minuets later I was nearly rewarded. The bait was away again and 
this time the strike was met with a solid resistance but it only lasted a second as the line parted which must 
have been due to an existing undetected weakness in the line and the culprit boiled on the surface to 
celebrate its freedom. 
Having lost the complete rig I re-tackled and re-cast the rod. 
Shortly afterwards the left hand rod which was baited with a roach tail was away with a screamer. The 
strike was met with a solid resistance and this time there was no mistake, a short fight resulted in a good 
eel being netted at the first attempt. The fish was obviously well over 3lb and the scales confirmed a weight 
of 3lb 14oz. A good start for a new water, I was delighted. 
This turned out to be the highlight of the session but I did manage one more eel of 2lb 7oz on the live bait 
rod. Nick took 4 eels with the best being just 3lb. 
As I work for myself from home I am in the lucky position to be able to fish any night of the week and 
two days later the weather was just right so I returned to the water on my own. This time the action was 
not as brisk as the previous night but two runs resulted in one eel of 3lb 7oz on live bait. 
Two days later I was back again on my own but this time in a new swim. This was to prove a good decision 
as I took five eels as follows, 1lb 4oz, 3lb 10oz, 1lb 8oz, 3lb 12oz & 3lb 3oz. I did not know at the time 
but the last two three pound eels were to start a run during which all the eels I caught were over three 
pounds in weight. 
On returning home I received a call from Nick D who after congratulating me on my success informed me 
he couldn’t make the pre arranged trip the following day but he could make tonight instead. After the 
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result of the previous night I could not resist and even though I was completely knackered I met Nick on 
the bank at 8.00 pm. Again a change of swim was in order and another good night followed with me taking 
two eels of 3lb 12oz & 3lb 9oz. This was seven 3lb eels in six days with five of them over 3 ½lb. This 
couldn’t go on, or could it? 
At this point I thought I had better spend a couple of nights in my own bed with the wife and it was four 
days later that I returned this time accompanied by Nick R. Again we tried a different area and I took two 
eels both on dead bait of 3lb 3oz & 3lb 2oz. Nick had three eels up to 3lb 8oz. 
The next night 19/6/02 my son ex member Robert was up from his new home in Wales and we decided to 
have a session together. This proved to be a relatively slow night with just one eel each. Robs was 1lb 8oz 
while mine was 3lb 4oz on live bait. 
Two days later on the Friday I met Nick D at the venue and we discussed the fact that it must be only a 
matter of time before one of us took an eel over 4lb as we had taken so many well over 3lb. This night we 
fished about 400 yards apart and this time I had two gudgeon which is my favourite fish for dead bait. As 
darkness approached all four rods were cast out with gudgeon head on the right hand rod. By way of 
another change I fished swan mussel on one rod and after about one hour this rod registered a good run 
but the strike failed to connect so I’ll never know if an eel was the culprit. At about 10:45 the gudgeon 
head was away but once again the strike just retrieved the bait in perfect condition. I simply turned the 
hook in the bait and recast it to the same place. I sat on the bed chair and wondered if I had done the right 
thing not putting a fresh bait on as I had a bucket full of prime fish. Fifteen minutes later I got my answer 
as the same rod was away again. This time as I struck the rod hooped over and for a second I feared I was 
stuck on the bottom but a kicking on the line confirmed that I was attached to a very big eel. The fight or 
tug of war went as good as it could and the eel was netted at the first attempt. On lifting the eel onto the 
bank it was obvious that this fish was well over 4lb. I carried the fish back to the bivvy to get the forceps 
to spot Nick approaching to see what was going on. “This is a big fish” I said to Nick as he approached 
and on seeing the eel he was in full 
agreement. The Avon’s were zeroed 
and the eel placed in the sling. We 
slowly lifted the sling off the floor and 
the scales confirmed a weight of 5lb 
3oz! I was over the moon. The eel was 
measured at 41” long x 8” girth. My 
best eel for four years and my first five. 
This proved to be the only fish of the 
night. 
The following night I couldn’t make it 
due to a prior engagement but Nick D 
and Nick R fished together with Nick 
D catching a 4lb 3oz eel, the first four 
we had taken between us this season. 
Two days later on the Monday night I 
arranged to go with Nick R but again 
due to work he had to back out, as it 
turned out he wouldn’t have made it anyway as the clutch on his van went in the middle of Birmingham 
during the rush hour. However fired up by the capture of the five I made the trip alone and as darkness fell 
all four rods were in position  ready for action. In the first hour I had four runs on live bait and all four 
were missed. I had to work out a better mounting arrangement. Just before 11.00pm with no action on 
either of the dead bait rods I decided to re bait them and having done so it was only a matter of minutes 
before the left hand rod was in. Having made contact with the fish I knew I was again attached to a big eel  
and on reaching the net it didn’t just try to back off as usual but shot past the net and fought more like a 
carp than an eel. Once netted this was also a big eel and the scales confirmed 4lb 9oz, 38 ½” long x 7 ½” 

Chris with his eel of 5lb-
03  
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girth. Two more eels followed that night and for the first time for a long time they were under 3lb at 2lb 
5oz and 2lb 0oz. 
As the weather was still ideal I decided to go again the next night and in a new swim I took two eels of 
3lb 0oz and 2lb 11oz. The three pound fish was taken on live bait on a new twin hook rig. 
The next trip was three days later on the Friday Night and I was accompanied on this session by both Nick 
D and Nick R. Once again we fished new swims with Nick R to my right and Nick D to my left. As the 
5lb fish the week before was a small mouthed eel I decided to try worms on two of the rods. About half 
an hour into darkness on a worm rod fished fairly close in the alarm sounded as something made off with 
the bait. The strike made contact and soon the fish was under the rod top. Unfortunately I could not pull 
the fish to the surface as the more I pulled the stronger the resistance. This was obviously another good 
fish but just how good I will never know as the hook pulled out and I was left cursing. 
At the time I was gutted but within an hour it was all forgotten about as the left hand rod baited with roach 
head sounded a good run. At first the strike met no resistance and I thought I had missed it but after 
retrieving about 25 yards of line the rod bent over and I was attached to a good fish which must have been 
swimming towards me. The fight went without a problem and I soon had the eel in the net. As I looked at 
the girth of the fish I thought it could well be another five. The eel which was lip hooked was unhooked, 
the Avon’s zeroed and the sling containing the eel lifted off the ground. This was unbelievable as the 
scales showed 5lb 1oz, 39 ½”long x 8 ½” girth, two fives and a good four in a week, not to mention eleven 

threes! Later on that night I took eels of 2lb 11oz 
and 2lb 1oz. 
The next night 29/6/02 day 21 the bubble finally 
burst, I took four eels but they were all under 2lb. 
This was my eleventh night in 21 days and this 
was the first time I had not taken at least one eel 
over three pounds. 
I’ve waited 40 years for a run of eel fishing like 
this but boy was it worth waiting for. 
In the 21 day period I fished 11 night sessions 
for 26 eels as listed below, 
Under 2lb    ----  6 eels 
2lb  --  3lb   ----  6 eels 
3lb  --  4lb   ---- 11 eels  (5 over 3 ½ lb) 
4lb  --  5lb   ----   1 eel  
        over    5lb    ----  2 eels 

 
 

 
By Les Corsie. 

Year 4. 
Here we go again. 
When I left you last I said I was going to stay at Wraysbury until I got my target fish, that being a 5lb’er. 
I wish in some ways now that I should not have set that target as it seemed I was never going to reach it. 
If you read the last article, you will remember in the last 3 years at the pit I've landed 4 eels between 4lb-
10oz – 4lb-14oz, one tench, one bream one pike and several perch in god knows how many nights. 

   
 



 

7 
 

But I would say at a guess as I don't keep records at least 120…. truly head banging stuff. 
Now I'm sure a few of you will be screaming, the man's a maniac, but I knew what I was letting myself 
into. 
I've jumped from catching eel's that are boot size to about 3 pounds, to fishing a lake that is approx 120 
acres., and struggling me wotsit's off. 
What I did know before I started was that all the eel's caught were above 4 pounds. 
As I've written in the past there were two other eel anglers having a go, they being Dave Harman and 
Simon Garrard both having good results. 
Simon seemed to be very clued up, and had some very good results. 
Unfortunately he didn't return for a second season, mainly because of the local riff-raff. I do know he's 
been doing very well on another local water, with several 4’s to his name. 
 
I started the season off in the usual way, by tricking a bit of bait into a couple of swims. 
The first swim was the “Footsteps” I've fished this on several occasions but haven't caught from, I did 
manage to loose a good eel there one November.  The second swim was in the corner of “No Carp Bay”.  
This swim I baited quite heavily, with 1 gallon of maggots and lot's of chopped worms. 
My first night was spent in this swim, as I felt very confident about it, but as usual Wraysbury doesn't give 
up it's treasure's that easily.  Over the next 2 weeks I fished about 10 nights in the bay, but still nothing.  
All the while I was still baiting the other swim with dead maggots, some very rotten worm and other bits 
and pieces.  My intention being to leave the spot for as long as possible. 
So I started to dot myself about in several other swims, still fishing the standard J.S Rigs, all fished with 
worms over flavoured maggots, some times popped up but more often than not fished hard on the bottom.  
Still to no avail. 
By now it was the start of August and I was getting a little bit p ---- d off.  Maybe all the eels had run 
away, 
I had already decided that this was to be my last year on Wraysbury as life is too short so I had come to 
the decision that I would break a few rules. 
Over the last few years at the pit there have been several incidents with the carp anglers where the local 
shit heads run into your swim cut your lines and run off with the rods and reels while they are out in their 
boats. 
So in their wisdom they have altered a few of the popular swims by cutting the surrounding trees and 
bushes down, so you cannot walk into them. which is good for them, as they all use boats.  Fine, I 
understand that so I've decided to load my rubber dingy and boat around the margins until I reach some of 
these swims.  Trouble is, if I get caught I will probably get a life ban . I'll take that risk. 
Anyway, back to the plot, as I said it was start of August and I was getting itchy feet, I had decided to 
reacquaint myself with the “Footsteps”. 
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I arrived at the usual time, about 6.30. All the gear carried down to the swim, every thing checked and 
double checked as usual. 
Rods in position.  I boated one out to the island at about 50 Yards, bait was 3 lobs fished over 1 pint of 
dead maggots. 
The second rod was boated out about 75 Yards to the edge of a reed bed, the bait was the same. 
The third rod was boated out to the prebaited area, at about 30 yards, this spot really looks the dogs do-
da’s, over hanging trees, snags and other bits of crap- As I said, I lost a big eel there before, bait this time 
was two lobs tails nicked off on a size 6 ESP raptor. 
 
I sat down feeling confident, confident in the fact that the traps were set and set perfectly.  There was 
nothing else I could do, I sat down and opened a beer and thought about my tactics, am I really on the 
right track or am I just losing the plot.  Last year I started trying different baits and rigs and, in all honesty, 
I nearly disappeared up my own doo-da.  So I'll stick with what I know. (not a lot).  I will try different 
attractors though.  Anyway as I said I was there waiting in anticipation, which is not my strong point so I 
went  
out in the boat again to check my spots just before dark, everything still looked perfect. 
 
By 10 o’clock it was dark, warm with slight south westerly, looked good, but doesn't it always. 
10.30 nothing. 
10.45 nothing. 
11.00 nothing. 
11.1 5 Away she blows, a one toner.  I was on this in seconds , because of the snags I couldn't wait too 
long so I checked the bail arm over, wound down, felt the tension and struck.. GOTCHA.  I hour later 
(that's how long it felt) there she 
  was my first 5 pound eel lying in my new 
 50 inch net, even a pig couldn't jump out of. 
Once on the bank it became obvious  
that she had gutted the hook, so I cut it off as close as I could. I rested her in the net while I got the scales 
ready. 
Once they were zeroed with the sack I slipped her in, I was a little bit anxious at first as she seemed quite 
short, but she was very thick. 5lb-04oz,… have you ever seen a grown man cry, well I nearly did. 
It's taken me three and half years to achieve this, and I think most of the residents of Wraysbury heard me 
celebrate that night. 
Since that night I've relaxed a bit and fished a few other waters. with my son Scott and mate Danny, they’re 
happy catching tench to 7lb and bream to 10lb. I've had 3 eels to 3 pounds, all on the first night over a 
prebaited area.  The other nights I've blanked, but I didn't prebait. 
Today is Sept 2nd  as write this I plan to have a trip with Scott to the Aquadrome this week. 
This is were Paul Smith caught his 5lb’er on the Fish-In and Chris caught a 3lb’er, so I think I'll have 
another go. 
 
Got to go now 
    keep em tight Les... 
 
 
PS I might stay at Wraysbury until I get , well you know what…. a --- pounder. 
 
 

Les with his 5lb – 04oz Wraysbury eel. 
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By Jason Morgan 
 
 I arrived at the canal side car park at around 6:45pm on the Friday evening after meeting up with Mike 
"Renegade', Brettle and his brother Dave. Dave Jones had arrived earlier and after the introductions, we 
began to unload the gear whilst awaiting the arrival of The Hedgehog and Nick Duffy.  Dave Jones decided 
to set of early, as the area we had decided on when conducting a reccy a week or so earlier, was quite a 
distance from the car park.  The Hedgehog arrived shortly after Dave’s departure and not long after Nick 
Duffy pulled up along with little Duffy in tow.  The younger of the two Duffy’s nervously clutching a tray 
of kebab and chips as several rather hungry Eel anglers mooched around sniffing the air.  I had offered to 
pick up Dawn from work at 7.30pm and take her to her mothers for the weekend, so with the time 
approaching 7:00pm I set off for the swims accompanied by “Renegade”, and his brother Dave.  To avoid 
future confusion, from here on in I will refer to Dave Brettle as "Noddy" as he was the only one of the 
group not fishing for Eels (and Nick Duffy has referred to him thus in a recent phone call!) Rest assured, 
Dave Jones will also have acquired a "nick name" by the end of this piece. Any way, back to the fish-in.  
With limited time to select a swim and get settled, I chose to drop my gear in between Dave Jones and 
“Renegade”, before setting off to collect my beloved, leaving the others to catch me some baiters. 
 

 

 My good deed for the day done, I got back to my swim around 8:30pm. On the way back I had stopped 
off to see Dave Jones and during a brief chat he had said that he seemed to be "in the zone" following 
recent success in the shape of a three pound personal best Eel from his first session on a new water, and 
could do no wrong.  Shortly after I had started to set up my rods and finally get organised, there was a 
shout from my right indicating that Dave was, once again, "In the Zone!" As I approached Dave’s swim 
it became clear that he was playing a good fish and may need some assistance with the net, it was also 
clear that what ever he was connected to had snaffled a maggot or two intended for a much smaller fish.  
To my amazement, after a surprisingly short fight the head of a good sized Eel emerged through the murk, 
not thrashing violently from side to side but more of a rhythmic swaying as the she bungeed slowly on the 
elastic.  Even more amazing is that the rest of the fish ended up in the net too!  On the scales she proved 
to be another P.B. for Dave and weighed in at a healthy three pounds eight ounces. The weekend had 
started well with an Eel early on the first night but Dave didn't stop there and added another of three 
pounds exactly later on that night. 
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 Nick Duffy also got in on the action and during a hectic couple of hours that saw all four of his rods go at 
the same time, he swung a three and a  
half pounder to hand after not being able to reach 
 his net, then remembering it in time to net a smaller 
 fish!  Nick Rose also got on the score sheet with a 
 three three and even I managed to net a three  
but it was for "Renegade" and not my self.  After  
numerous cries for help he had been unable to awaken his brother from near unconsciousness and 
following an abandoned call to my mobile, I reasoned that something was not quite right and charged up  
the tow path through thick fog that had now descended, in the direction of "Renegades" swim.  On the  

 
way I passed through "Noddy's" pitch who, seeing me come thundering past, awoke suddenly, wondering 
what all the fuss was about!  After first running straight past Mike, I eventually found him  
amongst the tall marginal reeds looking rather annoyed, whether this was due to his brother not arriving 
to help him or that he had been in such a hurry to get to the rod and strike the run, that he had forgotten to 
take his net with him, I don't know but I suspect it was a little of both!  
 I had netted Mikes fish and got her away from the waters was edge by the time "Noddy" got to us and 
seeing that “Renegade” was less than happy with his sibling I decided to leave them to a nice brotherly 
argument and go and try to catch an Eel of my own. 
 All too soon the blackness of the night had been replaced by the dim grey light of the early morning.  The 
rods, that had been barley visible an hour or so earlier, now slowly emerged through the thick dawn fog 
that blanketed the surrounding fields and steamed from the surface of the canal. 1 made myself a mug of 
tea and sat back to consider the events of the first night. I quickly came to the conclusion that everyone 
that had been fishing for Eels and wasn't me, had in fact, caught at least one Eel (the greedy ones had 
caught two!).  "Noddy" had taken a nice perch of 1lb - 12oz, plus several smaller samples, on the pole, 
and me?  Well, In the ten or so hours that my baits had been out, I had successfully managed to avoid 
every species of fish that lives in the canal.  Not even the "Kamikaze" perch, that are usually only too 
happy to wolf down bits of roach or gudgeon come day-break, were willing to show them selves.  At 
8:00am I had admitted defeat, wound in the rods, took my camera from it's dusty case and left my "desert" 
of a swim (no sign of life anywhere!) to go and share in someone else's happiness.  Dave Jones was 
understandably please with his brace of threes, so much so that, he frequently threw them up in the air 
with triumph while the rest of us were trying to take some photos.  What the Eels thought about these 
impromptu flying lessons, is not known but following the incident, rumours abound that Dave has been 
approached by both the Moscow State Circus and The National Lottery show.  Apparently an Eel juggling 
Midlander is quite a hard act to find! 
 Next, it was "Renegade’s" turn to have his Eel photographed but the process took slightly longer than he 
would have liked, seventeen minutes to be precise (we timed it on his video camera!) but this time wasn't 

Mike “Renegade” Brettle’s 3lb 
eel. 

Having tried all the traditional 
methods of calming his eel down  

   
 

 
“Viking Dave” on an earlier session shows off his amazing “eel 

up the sleeve trick” 
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wasted as "Noddy" used it to film some lovely landscape shots and a great close up of a cow!  Eels returned, 
we made our way back to the cars, said good bye to those that would not be fishing the second night and 
departed. 
 Before long "Renegade", "Noddy" and myself were back in the car park ready to get started on night two.  
New member Paul Bennett arrived along with his son and Dave Jones had also returned.  After a brief 
discussion, it was decided to move further up the canal to where "The Eeling Hedgehog" (aka Nick Rose) 
and Nick Duffy had been the previous night, as the area we had fished was fairly restrictive in terms of 
new swims to fish.  With the first nights dismal failure fresh in mind, I decided that I must catch an Eel 
that night or otherwise leave the country, as should I blank again, the ridicule that would follow would 
surly be immense.  And so, being as unsociable as possible, I set off for an area that I knew had not yet 
been fished.  Luckily, "Noddy" decided to accompany me so I could leave him to catch my bait, while I 
got my Eel rods sorted and organised my swim. (I knew full well that he had no cooking facilities of his 
own and had tempted him with the promise of plenty of fresh cups of tea and a sausage sandwich!) 
 Straight away, Dave began catching baiters, so I was able position my rods well before darkness and avoid 
the usual chaos of tripping over half my tackle in the dark!  The swim I had chosen was opposite barges, 
that, from the look of them had been moored there for quite some time, so I placed two baits just of the 
barges and another in the margin to my right.  Then it was simply a case of sit back, relax and wait for the 
daylight to disappear.  At roughly 10:30 pm I was lay on my bed chair supping a brew and chatting to 
Dawn, when the middle rod went.  I blurted an apology to my to my wife as I cut her off and dashed to 
the rod.  As I bent into the fish I felt the characteristic "thump" "thump" and let out a triumphant 
"YEEEES!", as I had finally made contact with an Eel.  "Noddy" netted her for me and weighed the fish 
at three and a half pounds.  After she was sacked up, I gave both "Renegade" and Dave Jones a call to see 
what was happening further up the canal.  I announced that I had just had a three eight and they informed 
me that things were very quiet and no Eels to report.  I'll admit now to feeling pretty smug at the time, 
after all I had moved away from the crowd to an un-fished area and been rewarded with the only eel so 
far.  "Wouldn't it be sweet" I thought to myself, if I bagged the only Eel tonight".  That thought lasted just 
under an hour before Dave Jones called me to well and truly "extinguish my bonfire!!" Dave started the 
conversation informing me that Paul Bennett had just had a Four, then, before I could reply with how 
happy I was that someone had beaten me once again, Dave delivered the killer blow with 'land I've just 
had a Five Two!!" To which I replied “*******s you're winding me up”.  Dave went on to fill me in on 
the details, so I did right thing and congratulated him (through gritted teeth!).  It was also at this point that 
I re-named him “Viking Dave”, he being someone who comes to your water, pillages it, then buggers off! 
 

 

 
 The rest of the night passed quietly for most of us, Paul Bennett had a two plus, (I later found out that this 
was his only fish of the night, his son having the Four pound fish when Paul let him strike the first run!) 
but that was the only other Eel caught.  In the morning photos were taken and insults exchanged (well, not 
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exactly exchanged but directed at "Viking Dave!) Before the fish were released and we began packing up.  
Back at the cars, with the gear loaded we all said our good byes and headed home.  I hope all those that 
attended enjoyed themselves, I know I did.  Joking aside I am pleased that everyone caught, the total of 
Eels caught over the weekend was ten, with the    majority of fish being over three, topped by Dave's 
fantastic Five Two. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By Nick Rose. 
 
Hi Ladies and Gentlemen. You will have to excuse this report as it is very much the same as the one 
delivered at the winter social or it would have been if I had remembered to take it with me. 
 Well this is our 40th year and it has been a down beat affair. I think all the controversy and in argument 
have combined to water down the enthusiasm and spirits of the more active members. I have said this 
before and I really hope I am not saying it again in the next report, Hopefully it is behind us now and we 
can move forward with the club. 
The response to the dinner dance was to say the least disappointing. Very few members actually returned 
the form sent out to say NO let alone Yes. But this is not surprising really as there has been a general trend 
in the specimen world away from these big do`s.  You need look no further than NASA, its shows were 
“THE” shows/conferences to go to, they slowly die a death and not I might add due to the standard of the 
organization or speakers, as the later ones that I attended were excellent.  
Our own winter social had only 10 members but Barry McConnell put us on a  
brilliant slide show with all his New Zealand slides and an insight into his Zander exploits actually 
showing all his best venues and I might add the swims he caught them from.  Thank you Barry for great 
afternoon. 
At the winter social we progressed further down the line of an NAC book. This is now our main project 
and for the next few years. Not only do we have to put the book together but also we are going to have to 
raise the finance. More will be heard about this at the AGM. 
At the AGM it was thought that we could have a sort of auction with some new and second hand tackle I 
had bought along to sell. It was a thought of mine to put the proceeds into the club funds towards the book. 
Steve Richo suggested an auction and it was thought a good idea. So at the AGM please bring along any 
new or old tackle you don’t want and we can have some fun out bidding each other. The club raffle will 
still take place in its usual format. 
As for my self, well I have actually been out fishing again and enjoying it, I will be all fired up for the 
coming eel season so hopefully some big eels will come to the net. 
I would like to extend a huge thanks to Pat Huish who retired from being the treasurer and pasted the job 
on to Stuart, but due to personal circumstances beyond Stu`s control he has not been able to do the job. 
Pat bless her jumped back in and has carried on, so a big thanks to her from myself and the Club,  
We look forward to Stuart returning back to his enthusiastic self in the future. 
Also I would like to extend mine and the clubs condolences to Anthony and Jimmy Jolley for the sad loss 
of their mother last month, our thoughts are with you. Also Ken Ward who also has suffered a loss this 
last year, again our thoughts are with you. 
 

     h-in 
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Well on that somber not there’s only left to say, have a happy Christmas and New Year and lets get 
motivated for 2003. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
By Dominic Pecheur. 

 
Part One. (A Great Start) 
 
In early September my fishing partner Chris and myself decided to go a bit further a field and try 
somewhere new. 
A 25 acre water was chosen in Suffolk. The “write-up” I found had said the water contained large carp 
and pike, the elusive bream shoals and eels to 6lb. Sounded promising, so we agreed on a Thursday session, 
day only, due to working on the Friday. 
Two weeks later we were off at 6 o-clock in the morning with another “fisher” by the name of Simon. At 
7-15am we pulled into the car park and were greeted by a very nice looking water. We paid our money 
and trundled off to the far side of the horse-shoe shaped lake. 
Chris and Simon set up four rods each in the same swim, three rods each of the carp and a float rod for 
“bashing” the margins. I set up next door in between some trees. 
I decided on a maggot feeder to start with, cast into about 14 feet of water at about 50 yards out. It started 
well with small roach plus a couple of “skimmers” and perch straight away, so I changed on to the float. 
There was a 6 feet ledge in front of me that was some 3 feet in depth so I decided to fish on it under the  
tree to my right. Three large handfuls of maggots and the same of Micro Trout Pellets was scattered under 
the branches while I tackled-up. 
In the mean time a bunch of lobs had been cast out to where I had been feeding earlier. Chris and Simon 
were catching some small fish from a set of lilies in front of them….but nothing to the carp rods yet. 
Five pound line to a size 16’s with double maggot and a 13 feet float rod was the “Noddy” set-up. Again 
it began well with some small roach and rudd from under the tree, with the occasional perch. 
“Brekky” was ordered and arrived at 10 o-clock ; bacon rolls with plenty of HP Brown Sauce and a large 
cup of tea….delivered right to your swim….lovely!!! 
More maggots deposited under the tree and more rudd, but these were getting bigger, up to a pound in 
weight, very nice indeed. The sun was out, we were all in T-shirts, it was a fish-a-chuck, all thoroughly 
enjoyable. 
Another handful of maggots under the tree with some more pellets and yet more lovely rudd. Then at 11 
o’clock another sail-away on the float and what I thought was going to be another rudd, WRONG !!!!! 
I struck and immediately a large eel surfaced under the branches of the tree, “Oh my bloody God”, or 
something like that passed through my mind, but came out somewhat differently!!! 
I shouted for Chris to bring his landing net. The eel had gone on a short run over the shelf into the deeper 
water and was trying to bury itself in the bottom, judging by all the bubbles that were surfacing. 
Five minutes went by with much pulling and giving of line. This eel was not at all impressed but soon 
came to the surface. My worm rod had been thrown in the bushes to make room for landing and after half 
a dozen tries, the usual head in the net but it slips out backwards or make a stab at it and the fish goes 
under the net, we eventually bundled it onto the bank. 
Weighing and photos dealt with, a new personal best eel of 4lb – 07oz was returned to the water. What a 
result!!! 
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With renewed enthusiasm it was back to the rudd. In the meantime, Chris and Simon had decided on live-
baiting around their patch of lilies. Tiny float-fished roach or rudd courtesy of me resulted in some nice 
perch to about a pound….still nothing to the carp rods. 
More maggots under the tree and pellets resulted in more and more pound rudd. At 1 o’clock a lovely lift 
bite had me fighting what was clearly not a rudd. This fish followed the earlier eel with a dive off the ledge 
into the deeper water. 
Another shout for Chris for the large net and my second large eel was on the bank. At 3lb –08oz, this was 
fast becoming…..sorry…..this was  my best eel session and I wasn’t even trying.   
We packed up at 7 o’clock and this is when the bailiff came to see us and the conversation went like this. 
Bailiff  “Any good lads.” 
Us  “Loads of rudd and a pair of eels.” 
Bailiff  “Glad you had a good day.” 
Us  “We are coming back to have a go for your pike in a couple of weeks.” 
Bailiff  “If you ask me nicely I’ll let you fish one of my stock ponds.” 
Us  “Oh, what’s in it.” 
Bailiff  “Loads of pike to 40lb plus carp to 40lb with tons of bait fish if you want to live-bait.” 
Us  “How many rods and how much?” 
Bailiff  “You can use four rods and I’ll lat you have it for half price.” 
Us  “Done….see you in a couple of weeks.” 
Bailiff  “Remember, I don’t normally let people fish it, so it is an UNKOWN.” 
We came home with an air of anticipation; this was going to be a long two weeks at work. 
 
  
Part Two. (All is not as it seems) 
 
Chris, Simon and myself decided to go back to the Suffolk water on the week-end leading into the pike 
season. We were to arrive on Sunday lunch time, and leave on the Tuesday evening. The “management” 
indoors had given me the OK, so at 1 o’clock on Sunday all the gear was packed into the Chrysler Voyager 
(if you have the money…a great fishing vehicle. We have the luxury of Chris working for Chrysler, so 
it’s his company car….Great!!!) 
We met the bailiff in the car park. 
Bailiff  “Hello lads.” 
Us  “Hi, remember us ?” 
Bailiff  “Yes. You’ve come to fish my stock pond for the pike and carp.” 
Us  “Can’t wait, should be good.” 
Bailiff  “ Right then, four rods each is it, that will be £45.” 
Us  “Pardon.” 
Bailiff  “Well, under the normal rules it is only three rods in the stock pond, so because I’m letting you 
use four I’d better charge you full price.” 
Us  “Oh good.” 
Money paid we followed the bailiff around to the pond. (At this point it should be noted that the Chrysler 
Voyager is not very good whatsoever as an off-road vehicle). 
After five minutes of going through terrain resembling a Beirut war-zone, we arrived we arrived at the 
stock pond. 
Bailiff  “Here you go.” 
Us  “This is not a pond.” 
Bailiff  “Yes it is, but I’m not actually too sure what’s in it.” 
Us  “How many acres?” 
Bailiff  “ Fifteen, with depths to 20 feet.” 
Us  “And this is a stock pond.” 
Bailiff  “Like I said, I’m not too sure, it’s a bit unknown.” 



 

15 
 

Us  “OK, but you have got plenty of pike in there, right?” 
Bailiff  “Well yes, but its unknown as to just how many.” 
Us  “And the carp and small fish?” 
Bailiff  “ Its  unknown how many carp, but it’s a bite-a-chuck for the roach and rudd.” 
Us  “ Where do we start?, what can you recommend?” 
Bailiff  “Your guess is as good as mine, but there are two swims right down the other end, like I said, its 
unknown.” 
Us  “Great, thanks for your help.” 
Bailiff  “Oh and by the way, no pike fishing after dark, carp only.” 
Us  “Smashing, see you on Tuesday.” 
Well this stock pond is actually an old gravel pit with no cover or features anywhere. And if there is one 
type of water I don’t like fishing its featureless “holes-in-the-ground”. This was not looking good. Well I 
might as well sum it up; Very, Very Hard!!!. 
We tried everything;- live-baits, dead-baits, all manner of sea fish baits, boilies, worms and maggot. We 
ledgered, float-fished, drifted, wobbled and popped-up everything. The total result was five fish each with 
the largest coming to my rod on Sunday night, taken on half a mackerel from under the rod tip in 18 inches 
of water. This weighed 11 pounds, all the others were 5 pounds or less. 
By the time we finished we were exhausted. A gentle drive home and a good nights sleep were all it took 
for me to forget a nightmare of a trip, all that build up, for not a lot….oh well!!!. 
We are going back to fish the main lake at some time, but I’m not sure when. 
Well that was that and on to other things….. 
In the June issue of “Pike & Predator” Richard Huggett asks about alternative baits. I have briefly tried 
dead mice, however, it was not much of an attempt really. Just short evening sessions were tried on one 
of my local waters, but this does not draw much of a conclusion, as more time needs to be spent on the 
bank. 
The dead mice were obtained frozen from my local reptile shop. To hook them a baiting needle was passed 
from near the front coming out of the mouth. The trace is then pulled through so that the hook is protruding 
from the mouse’s mouth. The body was then punctured to release as much smell as possible. 
The end of my pen is falling to bits so I’m going to call it a day. 
 
Tight lines,  
Dominic Pecheur 
  

 
 
 

From 
The Products Officer  

 Mr Nick Rose, 131 Goosemoor Lane, Erdington, Birmingham.  
B23 5QG. 

Hooded Sweatshirts……………………….  price £18-50p   Plus postage of £2-20p 
Sweatshirts………………………………..   price £17-50p   Plus postage of £2-20p 
Polo Shirts………………………………..   price £15-00p   Plus postage of £1-20p 
T Shirts…………………………………… price £10-00p    Plus Postage of £1-20p 
***You can even have your name or nick-name embroidered on under the club badge at an extra  
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cost of £3-00p*** 

 
      SIZES ARE……MED   LRG   X LRG   XXLRG 
                CHEST SIZE….. 44      47        50           52 

Colours available are, Black, Bottle Green, Grey, Red and Burgundy. 
(Or if you want any other colour, just give me a ring on 0121 3736082) 

Other products include:- 
 Woolly Hats……………………....price £6-50p  Plus Postage of 50p 
 Cloth Badges……………………..price £4-65p      Plus Postage of 26p 
 Car Stickers……………………...price £2-00p       Plus Postage of 26p 
Enamel Club Badge……………..price £3-00p      Plus Postage of 26p 

             
**NEW**   Enamel Eel Badge………..price £3-00p Plus Postage of 26p 
 

**** When ordering, please state Size, Colour and any Extras on the order you send with a cheque for the 
full amount, plus postage. No order will be processed without written confirmation plus a cheque for the full amount payable (a waiting 
period may be experienced due to the manufacturer needing a minimum of 6 items to process an order. I shall  advise when orders are sent 

to me as to the time period before processing can commence). Please don’t forget, any spelling mistakes on your behalf CAN NOT be 
rectified after the garment as been embroidered , as it can not be un-picked. **** 
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Enamel Club Badge 
 

Enamel Eel 
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KNIFE & LIGHT 
This brilliant little knife is a most for any fisherman, whether  coarse, sea or game.  Its broad 3 inch 
stainless steel blade is razor sharp and has an easy to use thumb release locking mechanism. The handle 
is made from durable plastic, and incorporates a handy belt clip. 
 It’s bright LED illuminates the whole cutting area with a beam of red light making 
cutting precise and  
more importantly safe. 
 This offer is exclusively  
for NAC Members and is priced  
at £2:50p plus P&P of -------.  
As an extra bonus you can even have your name engraved on the blade at no extra cost. 
Just contact Nick Rose or Peter Waterfield with your details. 
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By B. E. Winalott. 
 

Soaked, John stood there- stood waiting with the rod in his hand, feeling the line for that tell-tale pull- 
with the rain plastering his hair to his head and rivulets of water streaming from his chin he waited. 

The run had developed amidst a powerful summer storm, hence his current predicament. Normally 
nothing would have induced him out from the shelter of his bivvie but this lake contained monsters, no 
small fish to pester the angler just great underwater beasts, old and smart. 

Thunder rumbled and threatened overhead, lightening scarred the night sky with white fire. One such 
flash, so close and bright left the mark of the bolt seared upon his retinas. Closing his dazzled eyes the 
flash remained slowly fading into darkness behind his wet eyelids and the line moved. Slowly at first, 
gaining speed until the line whipped through the rod eyes. 

The rain came down heavier than ever, but a warm clammy rain as if the sky was leaking gallons of sweat. 
The humidity was almost total even breathing was difficult in such a  high state of excitement; a man 
could drown in conditions such as these. He closed the bail-arm, swept the rod back in a full-blooded 
strike. 
The water had been discovered through myths and legends disclosed by the locals under the influence of 
a few too many drafts of ale. The White Hart was not short of characters wishing to tell tales for a few 
free drinks. 

Solomon’s Pools had been there since the Ice Age, shrouded in secrecy; overgrown and wild they held a 
secret. The drinks had loosened tongues, stories of huge fish taking wild fowl from the surface and of 
monsters glimpsed in its murky depths. There was mystery here, one he must fathom. At this point in his 
life it was perhaps the most important thing in the whole wide world. 

Almost the instant he connected with the fish the rod was wrenched forward, a great throbbing motion, 
transmitted through the line to the rod left him in no doubt. The line began to sing as the pressure increased. 
Quickly he placed his hand over the spool, the fish would take no more line, he was adamant. Man against 
beast for the moment, stalemate. 

Slowly the storm began to abate. The lightning flashed more rarely and less violently; the thunder rolled 
and muttered in the distance no longer booming overhead; the slimy flood from the sky turned back into 
simple rain. 
John stood in mud up to his ankles; it had not been a smart move fishing down by the waters edge but like 
most bad decisions it had seemed a good idea at the time. The long hot summer had caused the water 
levels to drop. Some twenty feet behind him the almost impenetrable bank-side vegetation stopped giving 
way to the expanse of dried mud that was quickly reverting back to its former state.  

The fish was winning; John could find no purchase in the slippery mud to exert control. Close by the 
shattered remains of a long dead tree poked through the mire offering a solid foothold. He lifted his right 
foot like a muddy club and flicked thick gobs of black ooze into the water. He placed his free foot on the 
blackened stump and leaned his weight upon it, then repeated the motion. His left foot came free with a 
loud sucking noise, as if the earth was reluctant to set him loose. 
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The rain was now reduced to a mere pattering of heavy droplets, heavy clouds scudded low across the sky 
outlined in the radiance of the moon and still man was pitted against fish. Only minutes had passed that to 
John must have seemed an eternity. 
Below the surface the old fish turned. It had known this pool for over a century and it new it well. Twenty 
feet below the surface the huge fish uncoiled and bolted towards the shore. 

Some ten years ago two local kids intent on impressing the girls had decided to steal the yellow Capri. 
After having their fun they found it a parking place at the bottom of Solomon’s pools. Hidden in the dark 
waters, time and corrosion set to work and soon the wrecked car became the home to the pools’ biggest 
resident. 
  Fifteen feet from the bank a huge vortex split the surface, an eruption of bubbles burst releasing 
foul smelling gasses, a huge tail slapped the water and was gone. Dead leaves and clouds of silt eddied in 
the dying currents and John panicked. 

Winding like a man possessed the slack was retrieved and once again the line tightened on something big, 
immoveable. John moved forward, floundering in clinging mud, a huge lump growing in his chest, fear 
rising. 

The fish had gone. Winding the line through the rusted hulk and snapping it like cotton, she had swum 
back into the depths. This was a trick she had used more than once over her lifetime and age had not dulled 
the instinct to survive. 

A flurry of fresh rain galvanized John into activity. An agony of floundering and splashing before he 
reached the partially buried car and discovered his fears were true. The mighty creature he so desperately 
sought had won this time. 

Stumbling and tottering he regained the bank and firm ground. He felt no defeat only exhilaration at the 
battle he had experienced. From this point on he would have to rethink his approach; but at least he had 
turned the key, had passed through the door and met the occupants.  
As he packed up he paused to take in the night air and looked back just for a moment at the oily surface 
of Solomon’s Pool’s. I know you now creature of the dark, he muttered from under his breath. I know you 
and I will be back. 
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He turned and walked slowly away but inside he knew. This place, the fish it contained here was his 
destiny.  

“Solomons Pools had been there since the Ice Age, shrouded in secrecy; overgrown and wild they 
held a secret.” 
                                              
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

By “The Mole” 
 

Following on from the last article, you have, with the help of a friend now purchased £1500,00 worth of 
tackle that is for the most part rubbish and in an attempt not to concur any more expense, you look for 
some cheaper advise from the book and video market.  There must be thousands of books on fishing and 
just as many videos but not that many on your chosen quarry the Eel. 
In general you will find 4 types of book . 
1. Those Meadowsweet Days By Rupert Miles Dandy. 
2. Hook, Line and Sinker   By Bernard Collier. 
3. Fishing is a Science By Albert Eelstien. 
4. Eel Fishing the Easy Way by Ivor Longen. 
The first is a stroll through reed mace, touching the Master Wort down at the waters edge and smelling 
the gentle scent off the delicate flowers on the loosestrife. Setting your gear up on a bed of Water Avens, 
under a canopy of Giant Bogwort and Greater Willow Herb with the gentle fronds of Monkey Musk 
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caressing the branches of the Red Maple which stands majestically behind you affording you the luxury 
of a back rest to your finely woven antique wicker basket on to which you will sit.   What bollocks!!.   
After 100 pages of this you are ready to insert the book into one of poor Ruperts orifices side ways. 
No 2 is not un simaler to No 1 except that Rupert actually went out too fish for Eels at least 10 times a 
season and not spend his time talking about it like writer No 2 Bernard.  Bernard is a dreamer who thinks 
if he writes and talks about the subject he becomes an expert and boy does he like to let everyone know 
this. 
He starts his book in poetic style, Barry is a fenman, and he is a race apart, 
A race of men and great anglers, yes Barry is a fen man. A race of cunning men and nature-wise by the 
winds that blow over the flat and loamy soil, land cut and seamed as is a wrinkled apple by the narrow 
drains and leams where the big eels live. Yes Barry is a fenman and Barry loves Eels. 
What we are all after is what tackle Barry uses, his rigs, baits and where he will cast. The trouble is poor 
old Bernard Collier (BC for short) can only talk a good session and does not actually go out fishing. What 
he does is collate all the info he can remember from any eel angler he has ever met and put down in his 
book. This is not unusual as most angling books are the same anyway; just call me an old cynic  
No 3 Is a different Kettle of fish  (Try putting a fish into a kettle. Go on try it) 
Albert Eelstein is a new man, he used to be a country person in the woodman mould, rarely washing, 
spending weeks on the bank fishing, eating anything available, c**ping and p**sing any where available, 
even on his camo`s and actually catching a few eels. But he met a woman who thought he had potential 
(Christ what an imagination) and has turned him into an intellectual (well for up North anyway) who has 
discovered a new vocation, “Inventor of rigs”. 
 
Albert is not a chuck it and chance it man he researches every bait, rig rods and reels.  Rigs have become 
an obsession to him, all the old boys use the tried and tested rigs invented by our forefathers such as the 
JS rig. Albert has named it the Just Silly rig, as it just is too simple. He loves to complicate things with 
swivels and rings and floats and hooks.  Whoops sorry we do need hooks.  
We all know JS stands for John Sidley but has any one out there met  
Pat Ern Aster the famous Irish rig inventor or Mr. Dyson who has made a fortune inventing his float ledger 
rig only to blow it all on a crap vacuum. Anyway Albert will spend the rest of his life trying to make the 
perfect eel rig only to discover Barry the Fenman has caught the British eel record, BC has retired from 
his one day a year fishing  to go abroad and concentrate on his his new baby The World Eel Society,  and 
Rupert has married a Marsh Marigold. Poor Albert, I hear he has another rig up his sleeve and is trying to 
get volunteers to test it for him.  
That brings us to No 4 Ivor Longen. Now Ivor actually goes fishing and catches a few big eels and his 
book has some excellent advise with some fine pictures of big eels. The trouble is they are all the same 
eel taken from water to water and photographed wearing different clothes, with different backgrounds, 
(Infact you might say Ivor is a Wolf in sheep’s clothing) this may look the best book to buy for the beginner 
cos he has the basics regarding tackle and methods but just remember he is just a big fibber. 
The video market is relatively new to us and though there are many out there don’t be fooled into thinking 
its as easy as it looks catching those eels, Its easy when you can zoom off to exotic locations like the 
Limey in Sunny Wigan, dragging a BBC film crew along to record an arty farty program about the Fishing 
Group you are now a member off. Did any of you see that program, must have been a northern  camera 
crew as no one south of Stockport got to say anything, except a Welshman that is, who copied a print for 
his tattoo  and declared it all his own work. Sorry I have to stop about talking about the Welsh as I will 
ruin a future 60 page article on the Eeling Sheep Sh*****s Of the valleys. Its about the old and new Welsh 
Nac members who caught the monster eels of Wales, I will have to talk about Kevin in a different article.  
Talking of the old NAC, ex member Dave Holman made a couple of videos way back which were not to 
bad, one about canal fishing and one about lake fishing for eels and he actually caught Eels as well. He  
used a kids blow up plastic dingy and in one night he baited up with more worms than the whole Anguilla 
Club uses in a year, plus fish bits chicken offal and much more. The Eel was at its wits end trying to get 
out of the stagnant smelly stench pit that was once its home, it wanted to commit suicide until it spotted 
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the only fresh piece of meat in the lake and made a beeline for Dave’s hand, but missed and snatched in 
anger the newly placed baited hook which had been dropped on top of the rancid pill of prebait. 
Still it made for some light entertainment during those winter months and Nick Rose had to copy him to 
catch his PB over a bed of cockles, which apparently took 6 months to build and was so big there was only 
3 to 4 inches of water left. 
In his canal fishing video is an interesting bit about match fishing for eels using a Pole, Has any one tried 
it yet, it’s a crap method down here in the south but the one consolation is you catch plenty of bait for 
proper eel fishing. 
 I have heard a rumor that Barry (Yes that’s “Barry is a Fenman” Barry) Has sold his worm business for a 
million and after loosing his money in an ill fated investment of a boat called the Titanic ( some Ice berg 
that was in the canal ) is spending his time with the Eel catching Guerillas of New Zealand filming monster 
Eels that are not the same as ours and don’t count.  Another old member called Mark Andrews did the 
same and came back to a heroes welcome selling a total of three videos to a hero-worshiping Brummie.   
The trouble with eel videos is you generally catch the buggers at night and most eel anglers cannot afford 
the equipment to film all night just in case he gets a run. This has been a bit of a boon for the Fenman 
though cos NZ eels feed all the time so filming them is almost as easy as catching them. 
If we all have a few bob to spare can I suggest we have a southern hemisphere fish/in, It may be the only 
chance some of the committee get to catching an eel  
and its bit like the author of “Hook line and Sinker”  Bernard “BC” Collier,  the best place for them is 
abroad.  
Just an up date on the NZ eels, The Fen man Barry has lead another expedition with his Boat and bed 
partner the Guerrilla ( The Guerrillas boat although much older and decrepit managed to dodge that iceberg 
?? ) and apparently as  usual the guerrilla whipped Barry’s ass yet again,  Sigourney is so proud of her 
guerrillas, at least when it had a run it didn’t “Mist”. I bet Barry wished he had chopped off his feet and 
hands though. Can we have a phone/in please as to who got the last attempt at a joke, so I can assess how 
low a standard I can get in the next article. 
 Any way these Videos rarely give you an idea on how to fish for Eels, just how to make a prat of you’re 
self-trying to pose with them for the camera. Stills are so much better you can throw them away if they 
are crap because there is usually at least one decent photo among the 36 you took of that 2lber, but with a 
vidio you are loath to chuck out such hard worked for footage, so you give us all a laugh with your antics.  
In the next  Bulletin we will finally reach the waters edge and try out your new tackle and test what you 
have learnt from the books and videos, this is where the fun starts  and the p**s taking gets better. 
   
Just remember this… Any similarities to any person or any other written article or any  offence taken 
by anyone who reads this or any further written articles, as stated in the last mag, I wholeheartedly say 
….B*****S. 
Just read the back issues of Anguilla and it is all in there, can you be done for double libel  ?? 
 A message to any one left out of this article, don’t worry I will get you in the future.  
PS If anyone has comments on any of this article please pass them to the Mag man Jimmy Jolley, he 
will print them in a questions and answers page at the end of the next article. Only I can give the 
answers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Introduction 

The next lot of material is something that I’ve had on my PC for over two 
years. It was “passed-on” to me by Anthony “BT” Jolley. The material is 
actually extracts from various scientific papers  prepared by numerous 

scientists throughout the world, and has been included because the 
research and information it contains may be of interest too the 

membership of the N.A.C. I would like to thank Dr Ian J Winfield of the 
Centre for Ecology & Hydrology in Cumbria for his permission in letting 

me reproduce it within the pages of “AnguillA” 
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Record 1 of 22  ASFA 19972000/06 
 
Seasonal variations in time and space utilization by radiotagged yellow eels Anguilla anguilla (L.) in a 
small stream. 
Baras,E.; Jeandrain,D.; Serouge,B.; Philippart,J.C. 
 2. Conf. on Fish Telemetry in Europe, La Rochelle (France), 59 Apr 1997 
 Hydrobiologia 1998 vol. 371372, no. 13, pp. 187198  
Seven yellow eels (572643 mm, 318592 g) Anguilla anguilla (L.) were tagged with surgically implanted 
radio transmitters (activity circuit, 1.61.7g) and tracked in the A stream, a small (width < 5 m, depth from 
0. 1 to 1.2 m), densely populated (ca. 250 kg eel ha super(1) tributary of the Belgian River Meuse. The 
eels were positioned daily from late April to midAugust, and their diet activity was studied during twenty 
four 24h cycles. During daytime, the eels were resting in rootwads or in crevices inside stone walls or in 
crevices in between rocks. They became more active in the late afternoon but generally did not leave their 
residence before sunset, except under overcast weather. Activity peaked during the first part of the night 
then progressively vanished, and always ended before sunrise. The area exploited during nighttime never 
extended over more than 40 m super(2), except when the eel changed its residence. The intensity and 
timing of nocturnal activity and the extent of the daily activity area were dependent on water temperature 
(respectively P < 0.0001, P < 0.05 and P < 0.0005), with eels showing little or no activity when the diurnal 
temperature did not exceed 13 degree C. Eels showed higher agitation under full moon and maintained 
their activity later in the night (P < 0.05). The eels showed restricted mobility, and occupied small stream 
areas (from 0.01 to 0.10 ha) in a non sequential mode, except for two fish which were displaced to the 
River Meuse by a spate in early June and were never recovered. The length and frequency of net daily 
journeys were higher (P = 0.005) at water temperatures above 16 degree C in late May and June, which 
also corresponded to the period of immigration of eels from the River Meuse. This study thus shows that 
large yellow eels may adopt a highly sedentary lifestyle in a continental, fast flowing and densely 
populated environment, even at periods of the year when these stages usually show upstream migrations. 
 
Record 2 of 22  ASFA 19972000/06 
 
Olfactory cues play a critical role in the estuarine migration of silverphase American eels. 
 Barbin,G.P.; Parker,S.J.; McCleave,J.D. 
 EnvironBiolFish 1998 vol. 53, no. 3, pp. 283291  
Estuarine migration of anosmic and control silverphase American eels was examined during the fall 
spawning migration. Ultrasonic telemetry was used to track seventeen control and eight anosmic silver 
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eels through 32 km of the Penobscot Estuary, Maine, U.S.A.. Twelve of seventeen control eels migrated 
out of the estuary in 97 h (approximately 4 d) on average. Only two of eight anosmic eels migrated out 
the estuary. On average these two anosmic eels migrated out of the estuary within 180 h 
 
(approximately 7.5 d) of release and the other six had not left within 9 d. Most control eels progressed 
rapidly to the mouth of the estuary within a few days. Anosmic eels spent more time in the estuary and 
demonstrated different behavior from control eels due to their lack of olfaction. Some control eels moved 
with the appropriate tide, the ebb tide for transport out of the estuary, within one tidal cycle of being 
released into tidal freshwater. However, anosmic eels either did not move with the appropriate tide or took 
significantly longer to do so. Olfaction was probably used for orientation by control eels sensing chemical 
clues (organic and inorganic), which change throughout the tidal cycle. Increased migration times and 
errors in orientation were likely related to the inability of anosmic eels to use selective tidal stream 
transport for movement out the estuary. Chemical clues seem to be one of the most important 
environmental clues used to guide estuarine migration of silver eels. However, a hierarchy of sensory 
mechanisms and environmental clues are most likely sued to estuarine orientation. 
 
Record 3 of 22  ASFA 19972000/06 
 
Chemo-attraction of upstream migrating glass eels Anguilla anguilla to earthy and green odorants. 
 Sola,C. 
 ENVIRON.BIOL.FISHES 1995 vol. 43, no. 2, pp. 179185 
 The study investigates the sensitivity and the chemotaxis of glass eels (Anguilla anguilla) caught during 
upstream migration with respect to freshwater solutions of 8 pure chemicals with earthy or green odor; 
2methyl3methoxypyrazine; 2isobutyl3methoxypyrazine; 4methylthiazole; 
4isopropyl7methylcyclohexathiazole; 1,2,2,6tetramethylcyclohexanol; 
1ethyl2,2,6trimethylcyclohexanol; (L) and (D) 2methylfenchol. All the tested substances are potent 
stimuli. Extremely low concentrations (ranging between 10 super(9) and 10 super(13) mg/1) are sufficient 
to elicit a choice in the fish. These chemicals, all of which are clearly attractive, could act as kairomones 
and play a fundamental orienting role in the upstream migration of glass eels. 
 
Record 4 of 22  ASFA 19972000/06 
 
Habitat use by the fish assemblages of two chalk streams. 
 Prenda,J.; Armitage,P.D.; Grayston,A. J. 
FISHBIOL. 1997 vol. 51, no. 1, pp. 6479. 
 Patterns of habitat use by fish assemblages in two chalk streams in southern England were examined to 
identify species preferences with respect to major habitat gradients. Both study sites, although differing in 
some physical habitat characteristics, mainly channel width, water temperature and in-stream cover, could 
be arranged similarly along a continuum extending from erosional to depositional habitats. Twelve fish 
species were collected from stream surveys conducted during July 1993. The habitat was partitioned into 
six fish species associations that could be assigned to three habitat guilds:depositional (Barbatula 
barbatula, Gasterosteus aculeatus and Anguilla anguilla), riffle (Leuciscus leuciscus, Thymallus thymallus 
and Salmo salar) and generalist (Salmo trutta, Phoxinus phoxinus, Gobio goblo, Cottus gobio, Lampetra 
planed and Pleuronectes flesus). At low to moderate densities the different species associations were 
collected in the same habitat patch, but at higher densities there was a clear tendency to mutual avoidance. 
In particular, large trout appeared as strong interactors that tended to exclude other species from their 
territories. It is hypothesized that the fish assemblage of the Mill Stream and Bere Stream have partitioned 
the habitat in such a way as to minimize potential competition. 
 
Record 5 of 22  ASFA 19972000/06 
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Factors affecting upstream and downstream migration in anadromous European salmonids and 
catadromous eel. 
 Hansen,L.P.; Jonsson,N.; Jonsson,B. International Counc. for the Exploration of the Sea, Copenhagen 
(Denmark), Anadromous and Catadromous Fish Comm. 
 Counc. Meet. of the Int Counc. for the Exploration of the Sea, Aalborg (Denmark), 2129. 
 Sep 1995. 
 CopenhagenDenmark ICES 26 pp Authors address: Norwegian Institute for Nature Research, Tungasletta 
2, N7005 Trondheim, Norway. 
 Outward migration in salmonids and eels from freshwater to sea are influenced by photoperiod, water 
temperature and flow. Photoperiod is the zeitgeber', determining the seasonal migration, whereas the two 
others are fine tuning the actual timing of descent. Just before downstream migration occurs, as a result of 
changed hormonal activities, the salmonid smolts exhibit morphological, physiological and behavioral 
changes which pre-adapt them for sealife. Downstream migration occurs mainly at night, and in salmonids 
larger individuals descend earlier in the season that small ones. In eel which migrate to sea from August 
to December, the smaller adults which are males migrate early in the season. Sea survival of Atlantic 
salmon is influenced by the time of sea entry, it is highest for those entering during a short period in spring 
and early summer. The main reason for the mortality appears to be predation. During salmonid smolt 
migration the fish pick up environmental cues which are later used for precise homing as adults. The elvers 
enter freshwater during summer. In Norway adult salmonids return to estuaries of their home rivers from 
mid April to late October, Atlantic salmon usually enter the rivers before trout and charr. Within species 
large individuals return earlier in the season than smaller ones. River ascent is influenced by water flow 
and temperature, large individuals are more sensitive to low flow than smaller fish, and may therefore be 
delayed in the estuary when water discharge is low. Wild and cultured salmonids seem to behave similarly 
in nature. However, adult behaviour is highly dependent on juvenile experience. 
 
Record 6 of 22  ASFA 19781987 
 
Thermal preferences in upstream migrating glasseels of Anguilla anguilla (L.). 
 Tongiorgi,P.; Tosi,L.; Balsamo,M.  
J.FISHBIOL. 1986. vol. 28, no. 3, pp. 501540. 
 The effect of temperature on the migratory behaviour of European glasseels, A. anguilla , during the first 
stages of their ascent into inland waters has been investigated. Very little research has documented the 
thermal preferences of glasseels, most being directed instead to the study of their thermal resistance and 
survival. The experimental method adopted aimed at acquiring information on shortand longterm thermal 
choices and sought to provide evidence of the influence of preceding experiences on choices made during 
the tests. The results obtained in shortterm choices (acute preferendurn tests) show a clear preference for 
flows of water at temperature equal to acclimation temperature rather than for flows at temperatures lower 
or higher by 3 degree C. It is sufficient for the glasseels to remain for about 1 h at a different temperature 
(acclimation temperature plus or minus 34 degree C) for their subsequent choices to be influenced. 
 
Record 7 of 22  ASFA 19781987 
 
Sampling Eels.  
Koops,H.  
GUIDELINES FOR SAMPLING FISH IN INLAND WATERS. 
 Backeil,T.;Welcomme,R.L.eds. 
 FA0,RomeItaly 1980. no. 33 pp. 159166. 
 The methods used for the sampling of eels, Anguilla, are described. The author discusses the sampling of 
upstreammigrating small eels and the behaviour and sampling of adult eels. A review of the fishing gear 
used for catching eels is presented. 
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Record 8 of 22  ASFA 19781987 
 
Tracking of silver eels (Anguilla anguilla L.) in different shelf areas of the northeast Atlantic. /[Presented 
at: ICES/EIFAC Symposium; Helsinki (Finland); 9 Jun 1976]. 
 Tesch. F. W.(Biol. Anst. Helgoland, Palmai lie9,2000Ham burg50, G FR) 
 /[Presented at: ICES/EIFAC Symposium Helsinki (Finland) 9 Jun 1976]. In:Eelresearchandmanagement. 
Thurow,Fed. (no. 174) Jul 1979. 
 Twelve silver eels tagged with ultrasonic transmitters were released in the Baltic Sea, the North Sea, and 
the Bay of Biscay, near the west Spanish coast, and tracked for 4 to 47 h. Except for one specimen, they 
showed continuous or interrupted movement, usually making considerable progress. Time of inactivity in 
general showed no diel rhythmic features. Only one specimen tracked at the west Spanish coast made 
more progress during darkness than during daylight. No differences related to lunar phases could be 
detected. Speed of the eels was around 1 nautical mile/h or 0.7 fish lengths/s and fitted very well with the 
results of earlier investigations. Progress slowed down in the Baltic Sea. 
 
when eels encountered isolines of 20 to 40 m depth running perpendicular to their mostly western courses. 
This was followed by a change of course, usually to the north or to the south. The directional tendency of 
tracking in all areas included in these investigations was west to north and confirmed earlier results in the 
North Sea. One specimen tracked in the Baltic Sea under comparatively high temperature conditions (near 
17 C) swan southeast, which is known to be the homing behaviour of yellow eels. Depth preferences of 
two eels tagged with pressure sensing transmitters were 14 m (mean swimming depth 18 m) in the Baltic 
and 7 m in the Bay of Biscay during darkness. No diel differences or dependence on the phase of the moon 
could be detected in depth preference; poor light penetration in the water might have been the cause as 
well as the unavailability of preferred water depth. There is no obvious influence of thermo or haloclines 
on the swimming depth. 
 
Record 9 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
Influence of geomagnetism on the activity and orientation of the eel, Anguilla anguilla (L.), as evident 
from laboratory experiments. 
 Tesch,F.W.; Wendt,T.; Karlsson,L.  
ECOL.FRESHWAT.FISH 1992 vol. 1, no. 1, pp. 5260  
Bibliogr.: 38 ref.  
Studies were performed with both a mechanical and a photo-sensory arrangement of the experimental 
tanks. Silver (migratory) eels (Anguilla anguilla) were more active than yellow (stationary) eels. 
Comparison of pooled data on yellow eels tested under natural geomagnetic field conditions with those 
on eel tested under unnatural ones provided no evidence of difference in activity. Silver and yellow eels 
showed stronger activity during the 6 days around new moon compared with the phase around full moon 
as well as a peak before new moon and a smaller peak before full moon. Under each kind of unnatural 
field condition, the activity relationships reversed or were cancelled. The directional choice of eels under 
natural conditions (controls) pointed to magnetic NW and mostly also in the opposite direction. When the 
magnetic north was changed by 90 degree , the tested yellow eels followed this change to about the same 
degree. The additional change of both the inclination (from 68 degree to 45 degree or 30 degree ) and total 
intensity (by a reduction to 31 % of the natural field) resulted in a change of the preferences of about 90 
degree relative to magnetic north. Reversal of magnetic north by 180 degree , which is identical to a change 
of the inclination from 68 degree to 112 degree , also resulted in a change of the preferences by about 90 
degree . Three experiments using compensation of both the horizontal and the vertical geomagnetic field 
led to circular directional preferences at random in two cases and in one case to about NW of the residual 
field magnetic north. The navigational abilities of the eel, on the basis of its magnetic sensitivity, are 
discussed. 
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Record 10 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
Experimental test of environmental factors influencing the seaward migration of European silver eels 
Voellestad,L.A.; Jonsson,B.; Hvidsten,N.A.; Naesje,T.F.*  
J.FISHBIOL. 1994 vol. 45, no. 4, pp. 641651. 
 In this study we test which environmental factors are influencing the migratory behaviour of seaward 
migrating silver European eels Anguilla anguilla in a Norwegian river. We test this by transplanting tagged 
silver eels upriver after catching them in a trap at the outlet of the river. We did this at four fixed dates 
(fixed day lengths) during 5 years. Over 74% of the variation in time from release to subsequent recapture 
could be accounted for by variation in time at release, water discharge at release, and moon phase at release 
(in decreasing order of importance). The number of days to median day of recapture of each batch 
decreased as the season progressed and decreased with increasing water discharge. Water temperature did 
not explain any of the remaining variation in the model, even if there was a significant correlation between 
water temperature at release and median day at recapture of each batch (in simple linear regression model). 
Recapture rate during the same migration season varied strongly with water temperature, but at most 33% 
of the variation could be explained by this factor. It was also evident that the recapture rate increased when 
the number of downward migrating untagged silver eels was high. Day length (i.e. time at release) did not 
explain any of the remaining variation in recapture rate. 
 
Record 11 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
Effects of eel (Anguilla anguilla L.) removals from selected sites of a stream on its subsequent densities 
LobonCervia,J.; Bernat,Y.; Rincon,P.A. 
 HYDROBIOLOGIA 1990 vol. 206, no. 3, pp. 207216  
We assessed the effect of eel (Anguilla anguilla) removal from three sites of a Cantabrian stream upon its 
subsequent densities. In the first sample (Sept. 1986) numbers and densities were estimated as 43, 45 and 
84 ind and 3490, 3030 and 3750 ind/ha. Removal of these eels reduced the subsequent numbers and 
densities which, except on two occasions, were never reached again during the two years (eleven 
estimates) of study. Highest densities were recorded in the uppermost site in May and July, 1987, 
coincident with a strong drought and the lowest densities occurred in 1988 during a normal wet year. We 
hypothesize first that, because of a selective underground homing behaviour of eels, electrofishing is 
inefficient and results in underestimates of the population. Second, seasonal variations of water discharge 
and droughts may not influence the homing behaviour of eels until a threshold of dryness is reached. If 
this occurs, eels abandon their refuges and move towards the stream bottom. It seems that in Arroyo 
Chabatchos this threshold was exceeded in the summer of 1987 when the highest densities were 
estimated. The recolonization of these sites experimentally depleted of eels, is a slow process that lasts 
for, at least, two years. (DBO) 
 
 
Record 12 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
Feeding selectivity of the American eel Anguilla rostrata (LeSueur) in the upper Delaware River. 
Denoncourt,C.E.; Stauffer, J. R Jr. 
 AM.MIDL.NAT. 1993. vol. 129, no. 2, pp. 301308. 
 The population of American eels Anguilla rostrata (LeSueur) residing in the Upper Delaware River was 
sampled monthly from May through August 1986. Gastric examination of 325 eels captured by electro-
fishing revealed that 154 (47%) were empty and 171 (53%) contained food items. The specimens 
examined contained 2992 organisms of 59 taxa (four fish and 55 macro invertebrate) and three 
nonorganism categories. Macroinvertebrates, predominantly of the Class Insecta, were eaten by 169 eels 
(99% of feeding eels). The orders Ephemeroptera and Plecoptera occurred most often in eel stomachs 
(69%). The stonefly Acroneuria was the single most numerically dominant taxon observed in the diet, 
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occurring in 67% of eel stomachs that contained food. Fishes were consumed by 12 eels (7%). The 
clustering near zero of electivity values for the overall study suggests that eels feed opportunistically on 
many macroinvertebrate taxa. The values also indicate that five food taxa were significantly (P < 0.05) 
selected as prey by American eels: Baetidae, Drunella , Perlidae, Hydropsyche and Polycentropodidae. 
The orders Ephemeroptera, Plecoptera and Trichoptera accounted for 92.7% of the organisms consumed, 
although they comprised 48.1 % of the available organisms. Ten food taxa were significantly (P < 0.05) 
avoided as prey by eels: Planaridae, Oligochaeta, Pelecypoda, Gastropoda, Gammaridae, 
Cheurnatopsyche, Lepidostoma, Elmidae larvae, Dipteran pupae and Chironomidae. The insect orders 
Diptera and Coleoptera and the phylum Gastropoda accounted for 4.8% of the organisms consumed, 
although they comprised 32% of the available organisms. 
 
Record 13 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
Are eels (Anguilla anguilla L.) planktonic feeders? Evidence from parasite communities. 
 Kennedy,C.R.; Nie,P.; Kaspers,J.; Paulisse,J.  
J.FISHBIOL. 1992. vol. 41, no. 4, pp. 567580. 
 Metazoan parasite communities of eels Anguilla anguilla were investigated in 3 rivers and one lake in 
Devon. 21 spp of parasite, the majority of the British eel parasite fauna, were recorded. Parasite 
communities in the 3 rivers were similar to each other. They were characterized by low species diversity 
and domination by a single spp: Pseudodacytlogyrus anguillae in the rivers and Diplostomum spathaceum 
in the lake. Both the dominant species and the majority of parasite species, and hence individuals, in any 
locality infected eels directly by free swimming planktonic larval stages or indirectly by the ingestion of 
infected planktonic copepod intermediate hosts. Examination of other spp of fish in each locality showed 
that only Raphidascaris acus utilized a fish species as an intermediate or paratenic host to infect eels. 
Increases in prevalence and intensity of infection with size of eel by helminths such as Camallanus 
lacustris and Paraquimperia tenerrima were observed in localities in which transmission of these parasites 
could not have involved another fish spp. It is concluded that eels are widely and closely associated in 
their habits with plankton and the eels of all sizes feed regularly upon planktonic copepods: the widely 
accepted view of eels as being benthic in habit and feeding behaviour requires reappraisal. 
 
Record 14 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
Patterns in the life history of anguillid eels.  
Helfman,G.S. (23.) Congress in New Zealand, (Hamilton (New Zealand)), 8 Feb 1987 
CONGRESSINNEWZEALAND1987.PROCEEDINGS. Sladecek,V.ed. 1988. vol. 23, no. 3 pp. 
16631669. 
 The data analysis indicates a relatively strong concordance between predicted and observed traits in the 
life history attributes of Australasian anguillids. The degree of agreement suggests that hypotheses 
generated with data primarily from the American species may apply to other anguillids. Female length did 
not show the anticipated positive relationship with latitude in comparisons of the 2 subspecies of A. 
australis . Instead, only apparent distance to the spawning grounds was positively related. Assuming 
Tasmania is further than New Zealand from the spawning grounds (Jellyman 1987), the larger size of 
females in Tasmania suggests that distance is more important than latitude in determining size at maturity 
(both locales are at 4143 degree S). Before latitude can be disregarded, similar climates would have to be 
demonstrated for the 2 regions. 
 
Record 15 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
Energy tradeoffs and foraging mode choice in American eels. 
 Helfman,G.S.; Winkelman,D.L. ECOLOGY. 1991. vol. 72, no. 1, pp. 310318. 
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 American eels (Anguilla rostrata ) use three different modes when handling food: Suction, shaking, and 
spinning (rotational feeding). We investigated mode selection and mode switching during foraging in 
terms of relative costs and benefits of different modes. Eels were fed food items that differed in size and 
consistency, thereby inducing particular modes. To test the hypothesis that American eels forage 
efficiently by selecting foraging modes that maximize net energy intake and growth, we determined 
whether modes differed in shortterm energy costs and longterm effects on growth rate, and whether eels 
preferred food types that maximize short and longterm net benefits. Net energy intake (energy ingested  
energy consumption represented by oxygen uptake) was greatest when suction was the chief mode 
employed, and was reduced during shaking and spinning. Animals using spinning fed the slowest and ate 
relatively little food. 
 
Record 16 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
Orientation mechanisms in migrating European silver eel (Anguilla anguilla ): Temperature and olfaction. 
Westin,L. 
 MAR.BIOL. 1990. vol. 106, no. 2, pp. 175179. 
 Bibliogr.: 33 ref. 
 The migration pattern of silver eel (Anguilla anguilla ) in the Baltic is documented. The background of 
all the eels used was the same. They came from a 1980 stocking program and had been imported from 
France as glass eels. When migrating these stocked eels missed the outlet of the Baltic and continued in a 
south-westerly direction. They were still reported in this southernmost area more than 4 yr later. 
Indigenous eels turn northwards after passing the south of Sweden and leave the Baltic through the narrow 
Sound. Since the formerly stocked eels had never been in the Baltic, the absence of an imprinted olfaction 
cue may explain their orientation failure. Although lacking an imprinted olfaction cue eels were recaptured 
mainly in a very restricted area in the south-western Baltic. This reflects another cue, genetic or imprinted 
during the Atlantic journey. This second cue, temperature, can also serve as the trigger which causes eels 
to stop migrating and to initiate spawning. 
 
 
 
Record 17 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
Variability of mouth width in European eel, Anguilla anguilla , in relation to varying feeding conditions 
in three Dutch lakes. 
 Lammens,E.H.R.R.; Visser,J.T. 
 ENVIRON.BIOL.FISH. 1989. vol. 26, no. 1, pp. 6375. 
 Mouth widths of eels (Anguilla anguilla ) in three Dutch lakes were compared relative to feeding 
conditions over two years. Average mouth width varied by season and year and per lake. Of two groups 
of feeding specialists distinguished in each population chironomid feeders showed a smaller mouth width 
compared to fish feeders of the same body length. Proportions of these specialists differed between years, 
lakes, and seasons and changed in response to changing feeding conditions. 
 
Record 18 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
Observations on movements of yellow eels, Anguilla anguilla L., after displacement from coastal waters 
to sea. 
 Rossi,R.; Bianchini,M.; Carrieri,A.; Franzoi,P.  
J.FISHBIOL. 1987. vol. 31, no. 2, pp. 155164. 
Four groups of yellow eels were marked by freezebranding and released at an opensea point 5 miles 
offshore. Of the 2137 eels released, 453 (21.2%) were recaptured over a 1month period. The percentage 
recaptured is not independent of either fish size or fish origin. The highest multiple catches were made in 
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the first days of the experiment. Of the recaptured eels, 75% were caught in the inland water closest (9 
km) to the release point. There is no evidence of a real homing tendency for yellow eels previously adapted 
to living in brackish water: the massive return to the nearest coast is probably only an avoidance reaction 
to the un-favourable opensea environment. 
 
 
Record 19 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
Diel foraging activity of American eels, Anguilla rostrata (Lesueur), in a Rhode Island Estuary. 
Sorensen,P.W.; Bianchini,M.L.; Winn,H.E. 
 FISH.BULL. 1986. vol. 84, no. 3, pp. 746747 This study sought to describe the diel foraging patterns of 
wild estuarine American eels by monitoring capture rates in baited eel traps on a 24h basis. 
 
Record 20 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
Agonistic behaviour and growth in the European eel, Anguilla anguilla L., in relation to warmwater 
aquaculture. 
 Knights,B.  
F.S.B.I. Symposium on Fish Behavior, Bangor (UK), Jul 1986 J.FISHBIOL. 1987. vol. 31, no. 2, pp. 
265276. 
 Agonistic behaviours were studied at high densities and in tournament experiments with pairs of small 
eels (Anguilla anguilla ) with and without prior isolation. Although innate differences probably exist, eels 
appear to learn their average positions in diffuse social and size hierarchies from the outcome of repeated 
agonistic encounters. Dominance or avoidance were most marked when the larger fingerling eels were 
about 1.5 times the body weight of the smaller. Larger eels tended to attack more readily, be dominant in 
threat encounters, be less active and spend less time swimming high in the water, consume more food, and 
show higher growth rates and lower mortality. Implications for warmwater aquaculture are discussed, and 
practical management techniques to minimize mortality and maximize productivity are suggested. 
 
Record 21 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
A note on the feeding behaviour of the eel Anguilla anguilla (L.) in aquaria.  
Heerdt,G.ter; Nie,H.W.de  
ARCH.HYDROBIOL. 1987. vol. 109, no. 3, pp. 471475 Incl. 13 ref. 
The searching and catching behaviour of 6 small eels (1528 cm long) foraging on Chironomus plumosus 
larvae burrowed in a peat substrate has been registered. The handling time rapidly increased when the 
larval densities become lower than 500 ind. m super(2), which is under the highest densities found in the 
Tjeukemeer over the years 19791980. If both Chironomus larvae and pupae were glued on PVC plate and 
offered to the eel, they showed no preference for pupae; rather, they chose larvae. 
 
Record 22 of 22  ASFA 19881996 
 
Behaviour of eel, Anguilla anguilla , in a circular aquarium with an electric field. Pyatnitskiy,I.I.; 
Stepanova,N.A. JACHTHYOL. 1986. vol. 26, no. 5, pp. 168170 An examination was made of the behavior 
of eel (Anguilla anguilla ) in an electric field by determining the direction of electric lines of force in 
electric fields regulating fish movement. Results of eel behavioral sensitivity are considered with respect 
to problems regarding fish catching gear. 
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By Peter Waterfield. 

 
 Four years ago I took up serious eel fishing, and after numerous accidental pike captures through the hours 
of darkness, even through frosts, fog and terrible weather conditions, I decided not to use trebles and only 
use single hooks 
 This decision initially came about because the pike where very easy to unhook, but since using singles 
and totally disregarding trebles I have found the pros far out number the cons. 
 The first rig I used was one shown to me by the members of the National Anguilla Club, this set up works 
brilliantly and keeps the hook stood proud of the bait fishes flank, this rig involved a T bar, ledger stop 
and baiting needle; (see diagram 1). Basically the trace would be passed through the baits tail locked off 
by the ledger stop and the hook lightly nicked through the fishes flank standing proud by means of the T 
bar, I and many others still use this rig, but I wanted to take things further and if I could possibly invent a 
quick and easy form of hair rig. 
 In my mind the use of hair rigs would be a great advantage for numerous reasons, less deep hooked fish, 
book trailing behind baitfish totally unmasked, less damage to a live bait i.e. not nicking two trebles 
through its flank or passing baiting needles through fish.  But how to go about it, without splitting the 
atom, with some massively difficult rig to operate. 
 The answer came to me totally out of the blue, perhaps inspired by hours of shopping and not really being 
interested in the clothes shown to me on hangers by my wife but by the tiny nylon tags that they where 
labelled with.  The answer is a small palm sized gun with a syringe type needle fitted to it with a hollow 
down one side. 
 Later that week a took delivery of one tagging/ labelling gun bought from a shop-fittings store in 
Manchester, at a cost of about nine pounds, and five thousand tags for a couple of pound, the tags come 
in strips of about twenty and load directly into the bottom of the gun, should have enough for a couple of 
sessions ehh!  Altogether with postage about fifteen pounds. 
 
 After a couple of sessions this is the rig 1 came up with and have been using since, (see fig; 1-5).  A small 
four or six mm stainless ring is tied knotless knot style to sit on the shank of the hook, the hooks I use are 
E.S.P. big T raptor of any size from tens up to size ones.  These hooks I have a lot of confidence in and 
never found a reason to use anything else, a swivel on the other end and everything covered in heat shrink 
tubing 

  
 
 

 

 
 

 

Fig 1 
The Day-glow Pink 

Labelling Gun 
 

Fig 3 
Needle of Gun past 
through bait  
 

Fig 2 
Hook Length and Tags 
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 The needle on the gun is passed through the tall root of the bait fish be it live or dead, then through the 
stainless ring on the hook, pull the trigger and that's it instant hair rigged bait. 

 
These are the pros and cons as I see it. 
PROS; 
1.   Speed in which a fish is baited up and back in the water fishing. 
2. Less handling and damage of baitfish. 
3. Less scent passed from hands to bait due to quickness of application. 
4. Hook trailing behind bait totally unmasked. 
5. Less chance of fish being deep hooked, all my fish on this rig have been lip hooked. 
6. If in the event of a fish being deep hooked single hooks are better because they don't block the fishes 
throat like trebles can. 
7. If no runs are fourth coming the tag can be cut and bait fish released relatively unhurt or used again if 
your using dead-baits. 
CONS; 
 1. Having to use a bright day-glow pink gun!  Perhaps other people could find one in a 

 

better colour. 

 

Fig 4 
Needle past through ring 

tied to a E.S.P Big T 
Raptor Hook 

 

Fig 5 
Finished “Hiar Rig” Set-up 
 

  
    

      
  

 

Fig 6 
N.A.C. Rig adapted for fishing 

live baits for eels. 
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 I have made up rigs for other members of the three clubs that I am a member of,  N.A.C. Z.A.C. and P.A.C. 
The people that are using the rig seem to be having good results, especially when one fellow N. A. C. 
member phoned me a couple of weeks ago and told me that he had taken eels on the rig and they had all 
been lip hooked.  The only other anglers I think might benefit using this rig are the catfish anglers, but I 
don't know anyone who fishes for them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                           

 
By Nick Rose. 

 
 
I recently spoke to our own southern lad Steve Rickets (Christ I nearly said Beefcake then) about when 
his new eel fishing book was coming out and he told me that it had been sent back from the publishers 
after a year or so saying they did not want to publish it. Now the same publishers had that very week 
released another Eel book on to the market. Seems suspicious that they held it until the other one came 
out but I am sure they would not stoop to holding on to Steve’s until the other one came out so maximizing 
the sales on a limited buying public. 
Anyway I am sure Steve doesn’t mind me mentioning the new eel book out, as it is the first for ages.  It is 
called “The Book of Eels” by Tom Fort published by Harper Collins. Tom Who I hear you say. Tom Fort 
is the fishing correspondent for the Financial Times and an Ex BBC editor. 
  I have only just obtained it and have not had time to read it before the mag goes out so here is a 
short bit about it.   At a glance it is not about eel fishing but about Eels. History, biology, life cycle, all the 
types of eel in the world and lots more but not about angling as we know it.  The NAC has a small mention   
(pages 11&12) 
It is not a rival for Steve’s book or the other way round. 
It looks well written and Very well researched so it must have a place on any eel angler’s bookshelf. 
I wrote this review before I had read it because its Christmas and you would have a chance to hint to your 
loved ones that a new book may be in order. Good Luck.   Nick. 
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By Chris Siddall 
 

(From “Pike & Predators”, Issue 59, October 2002) 
 
 

No you have not misread the title and it is not a misprint. 
This is an article I have been thinking of writing for many years now but have always been concerned 
about the reception it would get from the specimen-angling world. 
The reason for this concern is that what I am about to suggest goes against one of the most basic principles 
of specimen angling which goes back to the days of Richard Walker (the inventor of specimen hunting). 
This being the completely unchallenged belief that all fish caught should be released. 
With regard to Richard Walker I believe that the chapter “Introduction: On Catching Big Fish” which 
appeared in his book “Still Water Angling” first published in 1953 is the single most important piece of 
angling prose ever printed. Much of the book is now quite dated, but that one chapter is the reason we are 
all doing what we do today. If you have never read this do yourself a favour and do so. 
Anyway back to the point. 
Back in the late seventies or early eighties the newly formed PAC (of which I was a founder member), 
started a campaign to “Put Pike Back”. This was an attempt to educate the non-pike angling public to 
respect a fish, which had been previously wrongly persecuted. This was long overdue and is still in place 
to this day and the lives of many pike both big and small have been extended to all our benefits. 
Shortly after this a certain Mr J Sidley took it upon himself to instigate a similar campaign for the benefit 
of the humble freshwater eel (Anguilla Anguilla). At the time it was pointed out that a large eel could well 
be in excess of 50 years old and should therefore be treated with respect and should be returned to the 
water from where it came. This was universally accepted without question and is still largely adhered to 
this day. 
Now there is no question that John caught a lot of big eels in his career and was a well-meaning man but 
I have for a long time thought that he caught the eels he did in spite of how he fished rather than because 
of the way he fished. His tackle and methods were often extremely crude and his success I believe was 
based on the vast amount of time he spent on the bank. A situation that probably led to his untimely early 
death. I do not question that his reason for the campaign was for the right intentions; I simply think that it 
was completely wrong. 
I will go further and suggest that virtually all the anglers reading this piece will have never for one second 
questioned the wisdom of the sentiment to return eels put forward by J. S. 
By now there is a good chance that you think I am a complete nutter. Maybe even a bloodthirsty eel 
murderer. This could not be further from the truth as I have the utmost respect for large eels, as I firmly 
believe that they offer the greatest challenge to a specimen angler, far more than any other species. I would 
consider a 4lb eel to be equivalent in merit to a 20lb pike. Just look at predator expert Neville Fickling 
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who has hundreds of 20lb pike to his credit, I will stand corrected but I believe his tally of 4lb+ eels 
currently stands at a big lonely zero. 
So why do I say don’t put eels back? 
First I will ask another question. 
Why do we put any fish back? 
I believe there are two reasons. 
Firstly, in the case of specimen fish, is to allow a large specimen which has the genes to pass on to future 
stocks to breed thus keeping up the strain of above average fish in the specific water. This is obviously a 
good reason if we want to continue catch fish of above average size. 
Secondly, again with specimen fish in particular, to allow other anglers to have the chance to catch a 
special fish and often a fish of a lifetime. A good example of this was the 31lb 12oz my father caught and 
returned in 1978, which I captured and returned a year later at 30lb 120z. Keith Barker and Ian Swannack 
subsequently caught the same fish before it eventually died. 
I have no problem with these reasons and for almost all fish they hold true apart from one exception, the 
eel. 
Why do they not apply to eels? 
The first point is fairly self-explanatory, but just in case there is someone reading this who doesn’t already 
know I will say it. Eels do not reproduce in this country; they originate from the Sargasso Sea to where 
most will one day return. Therefore there is no reason to return them for breeding purposes. 
The second point is not so clear-cut, but I believe this reason for returning does also not apply to eels. 
This is going to be an impossible task to prove 100% as there will always the odd exception, but I will 
state “virtually all big eels caught on rod and line never get caught again”. 
How can I come up with such a statement? 
Well in my fairly extensive experience of eel angling I can think of numerous occasions when a very 
special large eel has been captured from a small totally enclosed water and subsequently released. The 
waters have subsequently been subjected to a vast amount of angling pressure by some of the countries 
acknowledged expert eel anglers, often over a long period. In every single case I know of, the eel that was 
being sought was never captured. 
It is also true that in eel angling when you discover a water that contains large eels the best fish are usually 
taken early on in any campaign and the catch rate will usually tail off, often to the point that no more eels 
can be caught and you will be forced to move on. The article in the August P & P is a good example of 
this. 
It is also thought by some professional eel suppliers that if an eel so much as gets pricked let alone caught 
that it will leave the water. 
As I have said this theory is very difficult to prove and if you look hard enough you may find a few 
instances, which do not adhere to this theory, but I firmly believe that by enlarge it is true. 
Therefore if you accept that the eel you are proposing to return will never get caught again then the second 
reason for returning eels does not apply. 
Why do eels not get caught for a second time? 
There are three possible reasons 
1) The eel dies from the stress of capture. 
2) The eel leaves the water after being returned. 
3) The eel becomes so tackle conscious and wise that it is able to evade capture in the future. 
I personally believe the latter two are the most likely but it is only a guess. 
If you believe in what I have said so far then we should agree that there are no advantages to returning an 
eel as it will not breed and it will not get caught again. 
This in itself whilst disappointing that there are no advantages to returning eels would not be sufficient to 
prevent me from doing so. Unfortunately this is not the end of the matter as I also believe that not only are 
there no advantages to returning eels, I feel there is a distinct disadvantage. 
This point will be even more difficult to prove but I believe that when you return an eel to a water it is 
somehow able to pass on the distress at being captured to the other eels in the water therefore making them 
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even more elusive if not totally impossible to catch. As I have said this cannot be proved in a watertight 
scientific way but I know that when we have a National Anguilla Club fish-in we do not return any eels 
until the end of the fish-in, as we know from experience to do so will significantly effect the catch rate. 
Fellow Anguilla Club member Barry McConnell relayed the best example of this behaviour I have heard 
of to me. Having caught a large eel he placed the eel in a sack and carried on to fish. After a while he 
became aware of a disturbance by the sack. On investigating he found that another large eel was by the 
sack apparently communicating with the one in the sack. Before long the eel moved a short distance from 
the sack and Barry took his chance to present a bait to it. The eel approached the bait but instead of taking 
it stopped short and nosed the bait. Next it upended in the water with it’s tail actually breaking the surface 
before it bolted leaving the bait untouched. This was the only eel that Barry came across which refused a 
bait. Explain that one. 
This sort of behaviour would explain why, when we don’t see what is happening in a water, that eels 
become impossible to catch. 
Now don’t get me wrong I am not saying that if you don’t return any eels to a water you will catch all the 
eels in a water at the same rate as the first session but I am saying you will extend the productive period 
and catch more eels than if you had returned all the eels caught. 
I don’t know if I have convinced you as what I am suggesting go against the very principle of what is 
accepted in specimen angling. However what you must understand is that eels are different to any other 
fish we have in our waters in several ways. 
So where do we go now? Assuming you have digested what I have said so far, you have caught a big eel 
and you do not want to return it, what do you do? 
Basically you have two choices, one is unacceptable, and one is illegal. 
First the unacceptable one. This is to kill the eel. I do not believe that even if you could accept that there 
is no benefit to returning eels and that there is even a distinct disadvantage that you could bring yourself 
to actually kill it. I quite agree with this sentiment and this is not the option I would recommend (apart 
from the occasional small one under 1lb for use as pike bait). I do not kill large eels but if you accept what 
I have said so far it would not really matter if I did, but I don’t. In fact if you call a spade a spade if we 
killed every eel caught on rod and line it would be a tiny fraction of the total taken by eel netters, elver 
fishing, etc. and therefore relatively insignificant. 
Next the illegal one. This is to return the eel to a different water or a different area. This is the option I 
would recommend even though it is technically illegal. The rules regarding the movement of fish between 
waters without the necessary paperwork are in place for a very good reason. But as eels do this on their 
own in thousands without any paperwork on a daily basis I do not think the same rules should apply in 
their case. As I have said before eels are different. 
Moving/transferring eels. If an eel is caught from a canal or river you can return it to the same water but 
in a different area well away from the point of capture, this is within the law but achieves your aim. If an 
eel is caught from a still water it is certain that it got into that water via the river draining the catchment 
area. It is also true that if nature takes its course the eel will one day return to the sea via the same river. 
Therefore if you put the eel back into that river you are only accelerating what is going to happen anyway. 
Yes this is illegal, but should it be? 
Well I’ve said it now and I expect there will be some response to what I have said. No doubt there will be 
criticisms but before you fly off the handle take the blinkers off, think about what I have said and accept 
the fact that eels are different and do not conform to the rules for other fish. 
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(Resistance Concepts for Eels) 
By Damian “The Burglar” Wood 

 
For many years I have been playing with the concept that if eels can be instantly hooked via fixed rigs, or 
other concepts, would this eliminate some of the major problems we eel anglers come across. First of all 
we will have to identify the aims and objectives of this task and really ask myself a few questions, firstly 
of all the reasons why? Secondly can these objective be met, or how would I go about it and finally if this 
could be done with every experiment costing me a missed fish, this is a big risk to take with a low run to 
hours ratio water?  
 
The reason for devising these method and tactics, is to hopefully cut down many different aspect we eel 
anglers come across and have been for many years through various people in the club trying different 
concepts and theories. All I’m going do is go through the thought process and the reason I have started 
using a different concept of fishing for eels. This was for a personal basis originally, but other aspects 
came to light afterwards. 
 
The main problems we are always having are missed strikes, deep hooking, aborted takes and aborted 
runs. I’m not going into all the reasons just refer to the article me and Jimmy wrote called “Pressurising 
Eels” (Instead of me going over it all again just read it again, as this follows on from there to a tangent). 
 
How this came about: 
 
For many years now both Jimmy and myself have been fishing basically the same water for eels, from 
past articles you should be well aware of the eels that have been extracted from this particular water ( I 
use the term water loosely). And for this reason alone I could honestly say that I know quite a lot about 
the behaviour and habits of these eels in this particular stretch / stretches of the canal. 
 
So I’m going to list some of the problems that me and Jimmy have come across over the 7 seasons 
fishing the same stretches, and how we have gone about trying to solve the problems that have appeared 
about this certain eel population, but the approach and reasons are viable to most eel in the country.  
 
● They have very some heads for their size. 

● They have become wary of certain baits and presentations for a duration of time. 

● Lack of runs due to a low population to water area volume. 

● Immeasurable size of their territorial area. 

● Run to hooking ratio using running rigs and single hooks. 

● Large average catch size of eel population. 

 

In these high-lighted areas there are more in-depth scenarios to consider alone with out the involvement 
of moon phases, water temperature, air and barometric pressure and the weather, I could go on. All I’m 
going to do is come up with possible solutions to problems that we have had to come over to try and put 

more eels on the bank, once every thing is “right” and they are on the feed and they have got the bait! 
 

So where do we start? Mainly at the eel it’s self, especially the most important bit the head. As you can 
see from the diagram on the next page, the eels I fish for have very small heads compared to the rest of 
their bodies.  
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Only recently have I actually sat down and took a hard long look at the eels head and the differences 
between these eels and their fish eating brethrens. Also we will guide you through the progression via our 
rigs and our ideals that both me and my fishing buddy Jimmy used as we developed a more understanding 
and knowledge about the eels we were targeting. 
 
Where did it all start? 

 
As you can see from the diagrams the eels head 

are small, but is slightly long in the mouth, 
combined with a small set of eyes and a large 
protective shield over the eyes( My own view 

on this is that their eyes may see in infer-red or 
more accurately low light density, these shield 
may intensify the absorbent levels, as they are 
larger than the actual eye itself. What they do 

see may be shapes  or silhouettes who knows for 
sure?). Even though in the past Jimmy and I 
have had a good run rate a few seasons ago 

using live baits on the Uni-rig, we had a higher 
ratio of missed strikes and contact to the runs we had, in fact we could say that a possible 90% of the 

runs we had were not connected.  
 

The baits we used where between about 3-4 inches long, as runs on smaller fish were very low due to the 
boom in population of fish from 2-3 inches (Casting a blade of grass in a field full of cows), and the fact  
that a bigger bait sends out more vibration and stress chemical signals, seems more productive ( As the 

idea is to get the run first and worry about contact later).  
 
One thing I decided to do this year and for the future, 
was to measure the width of  the eels  heads and the 
length of the mouths when captured. This is to find out 
the area that I had to strike at and secondly how not to 
deep-hook an eel at the same time.   
 
To give you an idea on the sizes of  an eel from where I 
fish, I will give you some measurements. An eel I had 
this year (October 5th 2002) weighed 5lb 01oz, it’s 
measurements where 40 inches long, with a girth of 9 
inches, an inch wide head and a 1.2 inch mouth in 
length (Get the tape measure to get a full picture). This 
is a very small area to hit to say the least for the size of 
the eel, so it is no wonder the contact to run ratio was 
very low using a single hook presentation and fish baits. 
The reason for this was because worms had out stayed 
their welcome, they were not taken or touched using the 
same presentation from the last successful season for a full 6 months. 
 
Due to the low population and lack of fishing time, it was very frustrating for the both of us to miss run 
after run. So I started to think of instant hooking rigs to cut the ratio down of hook-ups to run ratio, at the 
same time Jimmy was experimenting with the same concept but in a different approach, but there was a 
lot of thinking on both parts still, to how this could be achieved or if it was possible to attain or retain 
consistently! 
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The next season the both us decided to use a two hook system ( I know what you are thinking about the 
thought of having two stuck in an eel, but due to the size of the heads and the position of the hooks and 
the size of the baits used, the probabilities were very low but not out ruled. This two hook system wasn’t 
thought of lightly ( Bearing in mind we are using thirty pound braid, dragging Christmas trees in, the 
chances of a break are very minimal but not impossible).   

The Raptor Hook-link 
As any rig I design  personally has to have the 
first question answered “ how can the eel escape 
safely if the worst happened  mainly a break-
off”, as the eels safety comes first. Another 
consideration was in the process of the fight 
itself. What would the hook be doing? And how 
to force the flying hook out the way so the eel 
doesn’t snag itself on the flying hook depending 
on which hook was connected first. This was 
still using a running rig system, either the Dyson 
rig, or the Uni- rig which was also free running 
at this point in time.  
 
Where to put the hooks was down to baits we 
got back as the signs where there to see, bearing in mind we are still taking off-bottom rigs, due to canal 
snags and past experience which our past results speaks itself using these methods. 
 
As you can see from the diagram there are two hook  to the rig the first  hook has an extended stiff 
silicone rig tube, while the other hook has soft silicone over it . The second hook is sliding, so it will fit 
any size section or live bait used, secondly if the eel is hooked on the second hook the pressure of the eel  
in fight mode will pull the hook onto the first hook.  
 
This causes the first hook to bend out of the way, like a retractable claw as shown in the second diagram. 
This will reduce the eel getting hooked twice and also snagging the net when landing 
the eel. 

 
At first it wasn’t that successful in hook-up to run ratio, but 
when I decided to down scale the hooks to a size 8 ESP Stiff-
rigger. 
 
The baits we were using  are roughly 3-4 inch live baits, but 
still we weren’t connecting with the fish, when we did get the 
bait back it seemed as if the eels knew where the hooks were. 
I now this isn’t possible (All this was prior to thinking about 
the hook-able area diameter of the eels head I was targeting.)  
 
It was also happening with sections which I started to use 
from then on because of the poor hook-up rate to run ratio on 
live-baits. The head where crushed and it seemed they where 
hitting the bait between the hooks no matter how they where 
positioned. 
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The first result was an eel of 2lb 08oz, which 
was lipped hooked. This was presented on a 
semi- fixed sunken paternoster rig. Due to fishing 
this rig I found a few more things about how much 

resistance we could get away with, and 
further more I was becoming more familiar with 
how the eel was actually taking the bait and what 
was happening after the take.  
I started to visualise a good understanding of 
the rig and the method that was being used, also 

what the eel was doing once it had taken the bait, which brought me 
to the conclusion  that I could introduce fully fixed rigs, but there 
was still a lot of thought yet ahead. 
 

I will explain the type of takes I got on this method so you can 
understand the next progression I made to how I fish today. My rigs 
and fishing concept went through a dramatic change from then on. 
The reason for this was the runs I  received when fishing this method,  
no longer did I get screaming runs anymore. 

 
The only indication I got was a drop-back on the indicators and  a slack line. It seemed the eel was grabbing 
the bait from underneath and running side ways picking up a 2.5 oz lead on the way, the weight of the lead 
didn’t seem to bother them one bit on the initial run, then the run would abruptly stop.  
 
Due to the indication I now received, I started to enhance the drop-back registration by adding two 5 gram 
weights to the “Solar indicator heads, plus changing the clips to the “Solar stainless heavy “Ball clips”, 
putting about 20 grams extra on the indicators in total, I could tighten them up better than plastics heads. 
The most important part of the methods is the clip which I’ll explain later, also using braid does help to 
sensitise the whole set-up. 
 
This is a habit I can’t get out of, but on picking the rod up next and pulling back on the line you can feel 
the eel jagging on the end where upon I would wind down and the eel was on. This is nothing to do with 
my confidence or the effectiveness of the rig just making sure?  

Foot-note: Normally  you would 
see a nice drawing of the rig in 
the magazine, but this is how 
most of my rigs start before I 
make them up in a physical form, 
by sketches and designs with 
notes. There could be as many as 
ten of these drawings per rig, 
were upon the rig is fished and 
the final modifications are made 
to the finished product. I have 
about two folders full of ideas and 
modifications on different 
presentations  
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Even though I know the eel is already on now I still do it? Old habits die hard I guess, but will dissipate 
in time. 
 
The next year (Last season 2002), both Jimmy and I were still using live-baits and sections for most of the 
season , that’s when we did eventually go out ,as  for me personally I had started a new job and was also 
studying for a Further Education Teaching Qualification two nights a week, plus mountains of course-
ware and successfully passed the first year, so I only got out after the end of June this year (Another 2 year 
to do yet before I can teach full time at 26 hrs per week). And Jimmy has been out very little this year also 
and we haven’t been going as a team that much this year due to over-lapping personal issues. 
 
So when I eventually got out, and a run did 
occur, I wanted to connect with the culprit as it 
may be up to a month before I could get out 
again. At this point an integration of a fixed rig 
presentation hopefully would increase the catch 
rate for the limited time that could spend on the 
banking.  
 
But it still had to be presented off the bottom for 
obvious reasons. So this is what I came up with, 
but it isn’t just the rig it self, it’s the way I fish it 
that makes it work, plus a good understanding of 
the physics behind the method and how the eel 
takes the bait and moves off to make a very 
effect instant lip-hooking “Bolt-rig” or probably 
more accurately a complete shock  to the eel rig! 
Other changes and modifications  were made 
along the way as the rig was used. 
 
The rig: 
 
In its make-up the rig is very simple in its self, 
it’s the method and concept that makes it seem 
complicated. The diagram is self explanatory, 
but I will mention a few things about it. The soft 
shock beads are pushed over 0.75 mm soft silicone tubing to keep them in position and the hook-link can 
be adjusted anywhere on the lead-core to the required height off the bottom you want to fish, but these 
beads can be easily enough pushed off the tubing if either the worst happens, or when contact is made.  
 
That’s why the cork balls have a wider bore so it passes over the silicone tub and everything slide down 
towards the lead when the fish is on, an advantage over the conventional “Dyson” as you are not trailing 
any line behind. If there is a break then the eel can slide the hook-link off the rig and it won’t be tethered 
in any way shape or form. 
 
To explain about how the rig works it may read as if I’m going too and fro at times, but we have to look 
at what happens on the initial take in a whole, also why certain things happen, for example what happens 
after it puts it’s mouth around the bait and moves away, this is quite important on the whole effectiveness 
of the method. 
 
Like I mentioned before we have to look at the eel itself (I know what you are probably thinking he can’t 
know that happens) I’m not saying its fact or an assumption, I don’t know exactly what it is maybe insight 
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who knows? But first I’ll have to explain a few things about what happens on the initial take for it all to 
make some kind of sense. 
 
So what may possibly 
happen when a run occur: 
 
Due to fishing with very 
tight clips and using a 
fixed off-bottom method 
combined with a heavy 
lead, and bending the 
rods around to the rig 
itself, there is an 
immeasurable amount of 
pressure on the rig 
including a taking eel. 
 
A: Due to the eel having to raise it’s eel head off the 
bottom in order to take the bait, then move off in reverse 
again the eel has to lower itself, another alternative is 
the eel moving off straight away, either way more than 
one action is made by the eel. 
 
C: Due to the clips being super-tight and very hard to 
pull by even for my self, which violently rattles the rod 
tip round to the rig as the eel pulls the float and link 
down, the only thing that will move lastly of all is “B” 
the lead, at this point the hook has nicked the lip of the 
eel . 
 
B: Due to the clip being tight as the eels tries to move 
away the only thing left to move is a 3oz lead at this point the eel is already hooked and when the lead 
moves this is what gives me the drop-back and a slack line, with the eel not moving far at all, a few feet 
if that! 
 
I still fish with an open bail arm just in case as you never know, only the 5lber ran a very short distance 
which was probably in a reverse mode from the rig, it took about 3 feet of line then stopped .  
All the runs I have had fishing this method has resulted in the eel being perfectly lipped hooked, only 
afterwards certain other aspects started to emerge that would be beneficial to the eels welfare. 
 
One of the changes Jimmy and I discussed about was transferring back to the usage of worms again after 
it had been about two to three seasons ago we used them last, on many occasions after the first successful 
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year we didn’t get a tap on them for a long time, giving time for the eels to forget should we say, or 
doesn’t this happen with eels!  
 
I don’t know what made me use the type of hook-link I 
do,  it seems to have a great anti-ejection rate for carp 
and that’s the “Withy-Pool Rig”. Why use it for eels? 
They’re a few aspects of the make-up of the hook-link 
that intrigued me and could be useful to counter act deep 
hooking  eels in general. One of the interesting attributes 
was the usage of a curved  shrink-heat tubing on the 
hook, which extends 3 inches past the hook. This is 
because once the eel has taken the bait and is lip-hooked 
the curve prevents the hook from going any further in 
the conjunction of using running rigs i.e. Dyson rigs or 
other baits (This is another article in progress).  
 
Another different aspect I looked at was how to hook the 
worms on. I started to thread the worms on the shrink 
wrap and hooking the loose parts on the hook, so it 
became a tighter ball of worms, this also stopped the 
worms from flying off the hook-link. If the tubing 
wasn’t used, I couldn’t honestly say if it may reduce the 
effectiveness? Something to think about in the future 
and develop, as it may be the key to anti-deep-hooking 
eels. 
 
The texture of the worms is also important as they 
should be quite tough and not sloppy, making them easy to pull off with very little effort, the eel may on 
occasions possibly just sit their and pluck at them, so eliminate those loose ends the best you can.  
 
The worms are threaded on with a baiting needle, not an easy task and side hooking the tail and head parts 
finishing off with a piece of silicone shoved over the top to show the point of the hook and removing the 
access, leaving the minimal of danglers. 
 
With the shrink-wrap being quite stiff when the eel engulfs the worms and moves down or away the link 
will straighten, but reacts like a coiled spring when all the tension is released the hook-link retracts back 
and cups the out side of the eels mouth as shown the next  set of diagrams.  
 
This is the first thing to be seen when the eel is on the banking which is a refreshing change as they say, 
is a perfectly lipped hooked eel and witness by Peter. 
 
So what conclusions have I come up with from all  the research and observation I have made about these 
specific eels and other areas of eel fishing as far as eliminating or reducing deep hooking, missed strikes, 
aborted takes and runs, also eels in general fishing the same water, bearing in my this only my own 
personal perspective backed up with results and collective data from over the years. 
 
To create the right combination for an efficient “Bolt-rig” certain actions and reactions on both parties 
have to amalgamate together for it to work at its best performance: 
 
A. First of all the bait has to be either completely off the bottom or even popped –up off the bottom, 
utilising the natural movement of the eel to make the rig effective. Using braid and bending the rods to the 
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rig, combined with the usage of tight clips and heavy leads will sensitise the whole set-up and intensify 
the resistance and pressure put on a taking eel. This can be achieved with fixed, semi-fixed or free-running 
rigs. 
 
When the bait is popped-up of the bottom using a standard running ledger tactic, this will cause other 
problems that have to be analysed, processed and developed in the future to come, but not impossible.  
 
B. You have to take into consideration the hook-able surface 
area of the specific eels you are targeting, and adjust your hooks 
and baits to suit the width of  the heads of that waters inhabitants, 
unfortunately this can only be achieved in either seeing 
photographs of eels from the said water, or having a few eels 
grace the banking to get any kind of idea. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If your eels have large hook-able 
surface areas  for example when using 
lives and section dead bait a single 
hook may be sufficient, if not a two 
system may be needed, meaning that 
you have to make alterations from 
water to water and depending on the eel 
population in that particular water. 
 
C. Another factor to consider is the 
bait in it self, how it is presented, how 
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to hook it, how many hooks to use,  what size to use and if the in case of using worms how many to use 
all this aspect can be a make or break on the effectiveness of the whole concept, once you have a 
generalisations of the hook-able surface area of your intended quarry the right intuition on what to do will 
make the choice for you. 
 
D. The average size of the eels from your water. In my case (I’m extremely fortunate in this aspect as 
the average size of eels is quite high (The average eel weight is 4lb 06oz). Your waters may differ in most 
cases. 
 
Before I was using worms and still on the sections, some times the bait would come back with the sides 
of the baits crushed, due to the width of the eels head compared to the width of the bait used. Next time  
the worms die off again, and I have to change baits again cutting the bait down to reducing the width of 
the area, hopefully this slight change may increase the hook to run ratio? As shown in the diagrams below. 
 
Further additions and future developments and ideas: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
Something else I have been trying recently is using a hi-flavoured dosage paste, which Jimmy made for 
me, but as yet this has come to the end of this season and will be utilised and developed next year. Other 
ideas have also been thought of and some investments will have to be made next year for some conversion 
kits for my pit reels when using running rigs but the concept and method stays the same. 
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The first thing to do is it to look at the past 4 season that was productive in a statistical approach. 
 

Year Eels 
caught 

Hrs 
fished 
per 
year 
by 
three 
rod 

Method Bait Hoo
ks 
used 

Runs 
per year 

Aborted 
runs 

Missed 
strikes 

Deep 
hooked 
eels 

Lip-
hooked 
eels 

Hook-ups 
to run 
ratio in 
total 
seasonally 

Average 
run to 
capture 
ratio 

Avera
ge 
durati
on hrs 
betwe
en eel 
captur
es 

1 16 929 Dyson 
Running 
rig 

worm
s 

1 22 2 6 4 12 0.7 2-1 59 

1 3 929 Dyson 
Running 
rig 

Fish 
sectio
ns 

1 10 0 5 2 1 0.3 4-1 310 

2 2 853 Uni-rig 
Running 

Live 
bait 

1 35 12 21 0 2 0.06 17-1 426 

2 0 853 Dyson 
Running 

worm
s 

1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0-0 0 

3 1 322 Semi 
fixed 
float rig 

Live 
bait 

1 8 0 6 0 1 0.13 8-1 322 

3 2 322 
foot+ 
mouth 

Semi 
fixed 
float rig 

Fish 
sectio
n 

2 6 0 4 0 2 0.33 3-1 161 

3 0 322 Semi 
fixed 
float rig 

Live 
bait 

2 9 0 9 0 0 0 0-0 0 

4 
 

1 90 SFR rig worm 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1-1 90 

5 
 

1 39 SFR rig worm
s 

1 1 0 0 0 1 1 1-1 39 

 
I could probably pick a section of these reading and write an article on it alone. I had to round the figures 
to the nearest decimal as the were recurring numbers for most, but this is just a generalised result table to 
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explain the initial reason I started to use bolt- rigs, only afterwards I saw a “between the line factor”, this 
you have to ask your selves the questions and work out for your self from your own thoughts. And I’ll 
have to save mine for another article once more eels are caught to get an even better understanding.  
 
Footnote: Remember what some members believe, or have written about in the past about run depletion 
after you have a few eels out from a heavily targeted water and look at the changes in, rigs, baits and 
methods and the run rate compared to hours fished and the changes in runs on certain baits and methods   
year to year they move in cycles is there something in it! 
 
Once I studied my quarry in depth and started to device a better hook-up method to cut down the hook-up 
to run ratio factor for those particular eels. Even though it is still early days it looks promising with worm 
baits (More eels need to put on the banking for a generalised reading) and it won’t be long to develop 
methods and tactics for other baits used, may be the live-bait syndrome which I personally think there are 
too many variable to master a perfect lip –hook one to one hooking ratio, thus methods and rigs will have 
to change solely for this style of fishing, or to just live with it? 
 
As for eel conservation it is looking good with an elimination, or a mass reduction of deep-hooking, missed 
strikes and aborted runs and takes on certain baits and method development. With the survival rate of the 
eel after capture increasing ten fold and hopefully together we can put those nostalgic myths and concepts 
that it seems some N.A.C members still like to grasp hold of, or can’t get their heads around any thing 
new and totally different after Sidley, and gather facts to prove it for once and  for all with concerning 
ideas about association with baits and methods or if eels leave waters after capture or die or what ever. 
The only reason eels are difficult to catch is because of the lack of change in our ideals or rigs, methods 
and knowledge, on all our parts!  
 
My own personal thoughts about the N.A.C: 
 
The original reason I joined the N.A.C in the first 
place, was to gather information and better my 
own personal catch rate and later share the 
developments I have made over the years in 
particular specialist fishing for big eels . As I’ve 
matured with knowledge about my targeted 
quarry and eel fishing, I have given this 
information back to you “the members” to either 
take notice of, or to ignore it at your own choice. 
But for the past several years any development in 
the fishing area has been slow and it seems to by 
a small circle of active members past and present.  
 
This is maybe down to the in-house controversy 
that seems to keep raising its ugly head on one 
aspect or another, and the lack of response from 
members about articles that are produced in the 
mag, maybe a forum or discussion page should be 
included in the mag to share ideas and 
experiences that we have had individually or 
shared with another member.  
 
This has been tried before and the response has 
been very poor, and it seems the same people are 
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writing or contributing to the club in other areas, this begs the questions, how many active eel anglers do 
we have in the club? Even though some members have genuine reasons because of age or illness, I get the 
impression at times that there are only about 25 members in the whole club and not 50 or so as it stands. 
Shouldn’t we now as a club via volunteers start to develop solutions, solve or reduce various problems in 
eel fishing? What is the point of collecting data over the years if nothing is done with it, or written about 
it? How can we progress if so? 
I feel personally all these attributes has delayed development and gathering more information about our 
intended quarry, we should be thinking more about what we are doing as a whole, instead of just lobbing 
a bait out and living with the problems, hoping for the best. Hopefully in time the basis of the N.A.C will 
over come the in-house debates, and we can start to go back to the foundations of the club’s beginnings, 
to enhance our understanding of our quarry’s habits and develop new concepts to catch them and increase 
their longevity either by us and how we progress our methods, tactics and ideals, or through the Eel 
Conservation Society (E.C.S).  
The British Carp Study Group was the fore-front for the innovations in all aspects to make the modern 
carp angler of today, if we like them or not! To carp fishing the B.C.S.G was a prestigious movement in 
the “Carp Scene” and was the “Carp Scene” in its prime in the late Seventies to early Eighties. Lets make 
ourselves heard for development and movement and not just the controversy. And hopefully put some of 
those old concepts about eels to bed so we can move on and bring eel fishing into the 21st century. Let us 
show other anglers in the specimen circuit that yes the N.A.C has progressed in eel angling developments 
and lets strengthen our knowledge and understanding of the fresh water eel “Anguilla Anguilla” more 
clearly and defined.  
 
With respects  Damian Wood “The Burglar” 
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By 
By Jimmy Jolley 

 In this two part video “Heaven & Hell” and 
“Summer in February” NAC members Barry 
“Only-the-Lonely” McConnell and Pete “The 
Anguilla Guerrilla” Drabble take us on an epic 
adventure half-way round the globe to the 
South Island of New Zealand on a quest for 
the monster Long-Fin Eels that inhabit that 
beautiful country. 
 Our tow intrepid anglers explore the sub-
tropical west coast rivers and Alpine region of 
the South Island, fishing some of the 
numerous hydro-electric dams and some of 
the numerous rivers of the region 
encountering many giant Freshwater Long-
Fin Eels, many in excess of 15lbs in weight, 
with the biggest going 16lb – 03ozs and on 
one night session they land three double figure 
eels, two 12lbs and an 11lb’er. Watch as Barry 
tames and lands a 10lb Long-Fin from one of 
the west coast rivers on a hook-less rig. 
 In the first part of this double video Barry and 
Pete end up fishing in the shadow of one of 

the largest slaughter houses in the southern hemisphere, an experience that Barry describes as “an eel 
anglers HELL”, however, Pete ignores Barry’s objections to take a 12lb eel from this blood-stained 
river….in broad daylight.   
 Apart from all the angling footage there are some fascinating shots of the monster eels in the aquarium at 
Hokatika Waterworld. Some of these leviathans are in excess of 40lbs in weight and almost two metres in 
length. There is also footage from inside one of the control rooms of one of the hydro-electric dams that 
Barry and Pete fished. We also take a look in side one of New Zealand’s eel processing plants….and that 
really was an “eye opener”.  
 In the second part of this two part production we are introduced to some of the conservation measures that 
have been put in place by the New Zealand authorities, Barry and Pete take great advantage of these 
measures as they fish the Rotaroa National Park near Nelson on the north coast of the South Island and 
enjoy one of their best sessions of the whole trip.  On this latest expedition, Barry and Pete discover that 
the largest Long-Fin Eels are actually to be found on the North Island of New Zealand, so lets hope that 
in a few years time they will return to the Antipodes and make another video of their adventures, and 
hopefully catch that elusive 20lb’er, and I for one can’t wait for the next instalment. 
 So, I’ll wish Barry and Pete the best of luck for their next trip, and thank them for a terrifically enjoyable 
video production. 
 
Copies are available direct from Barry McConnell, 10, Mill St, Hazel Grove, Stockport, Cheshire. SK7 
4AR priced at £7-99p for each video plus P&P of £1-00p per video. 
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The Fox Bait-tube 
By David Jones 

 

 
I have recently purchased a new bit of kit that I think may be of interest to the 
membership. 
A Fox bait tube which is basically a small sack with 2 rings of 13 in diameter a 
draw string at one end a plastic ring for a bank stick or to attach a weight at the 
other. 
Brilliant for eel live bait on canal's and lakes can be hung up to dry at the end of 
your session. 
Saves carrying a keep net or bucket is well made and cost's less than £10. 
Would certainly make an ideal Christmas present….just in case any wives or 
girlfriends are reading this over their partners shoulder…hint, hint !!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Record Officers Report October 2002 
By Michael Brettle 

Aided (and abetted) by Jason Morgan, Damian Wood & Jimmy Jolley. 
   

Before I start, I would first like to point out that the main body of the work for this report has been done 
by Mike Brettle, and I’m just the guy who has been drafted in at the last minute to lash it all together. The 
reason for this being, that Mike is currently being trained on how to put out fires just in case the countries 
fire service decides to go on strike. However, he is not allowed to practice on real fires, only pretend ones 
because it would be “too dangerous!” With that in mind and with inside information regarding the 
equipment that Mike and the hundred of poor sods in the same position  as him will have at heir disposal, 
Lord help us all if the real service do “ down tools” cause we’re all toast! so big thank you for the records 
officer for all his hard work in collating the information and a reminder to us all to make sure that our 
insurance premiums are up to date. 
 
Anyway, on with the report. I suppose I have to start somewhere, so I’ll kick off with my own catch return 
and hope is just flows from there. 
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Jason Morgan 
At the start of the season I had two main goals, the first was to catch more than five eels in a season and 
the second to more eels than three in a session. I’m pleased to report “Mission accomplished!” Fishing the 
usual canal on the 5th of June I caught an eel of 3lb 09oz (11:00pm)  on ledgered roach tail. June 20th saw 
me land eels of 1lb 12oz (12:45am) on gudgeon tail, followed by another of 2lb 02oz (2:45am) on roach 
tail from the stretch, again on ledger tactics. July gave three fish capture and on the 5th whilst fishing “3P”, 
eels of 10oz, 09oz, and 04oz, fell to feeder fished maggot hook baits. Also in July my usual canal gave 
me an eel of 3lb (10:50pm) on ledgered roach head before, moving onto a different canal for eels of 3lb 
08oz (10:30pm), on the 13th  and  fish of 3lb 04oz (11:45pm) on the 17th. Both fish fell to sectioned bait 
using ledger tactics. Finally on the 14th of August the different canal gave me my seasons biggest eel at 
3lb 13oz (11:15pm) to a headless gudgeon on the bottom. 
 
Starting on the River Avon on the 31st March, Nick Duffy took eels of 1lb and 1lb 09oz to J.S. fished 
worms and still on the river an eel of 2lb 01oz to dead-bait on the 14th of April. 28th of April saw Nick 
land  an eel of 2lb 03oz from “Green Acres” on live-bait. On to May and on 6th  fishing the “Local Tip” 
he had a 2lb 10oz eel on worms, then on the 24th at the Nickoll’s Quarry fish-in Nick bagged eels of 1lb 
03oz, 1lb 04oz, 1lb 06oz, 1lb 10oz, 1lb 14oz, 2lb 01oz, 2lb 06oz, and 3lb 05oz. All of theses eels came 
to dead-baits. Back on the River Avon on the 3rd of June, dead-baits accounted for eels of, 1lb 08oz, 1lb 
08oz, 1lb 10oz, 1lb 11oz, 1lb 14oz, and 2lb 09oz, falling to Nick’s rods. 
Then on the 9th, "Green Acres" gave him an eel of 21b l oz to dead-bait, followed by fish of 21b 1oz, 21b 
11oz and 31b, to Dyson rigged lives and a loan eel of 21b 7oz on J.S. rigged dead-bait on the 21st.   
Nick then decided to stick with "Green Acres" and on the 22nd had eels of 1lb and 1lb, to J.S. rigged lives 
and a 31b1oz to the same rig but this time on a dead-bait.  Popped up live perch gave him a 41b 3oz eel 
on the same session.  The 28th again saw Nick fishing "Green Acres", this time the result two eels of 21b 
5oz and 31b 5oz to the usual J.S rig and dead-baits and eels of 1lb 3oz and 21b 5oz on the 29th, the 
smaller fish taking a livebait, the other on worm.  Nicks final session on "Green Acres" was on the 7th 
July and he finished off in style with a 41b 7oz eel, caught on a J.S. rigged  “livey”.  The Midlands Fish-
In provided Nick with eels of 21b 6oz on J.S. rigged dead-bait plus a fish of 31b 8oz, this time to a popped 
up dead-bait.  The above eels came from a Midlands canal.  Returning to the River Avon on the 29th of 
the month, he had eels of 1lb 5oz and 21b 12oz, then on the 31st whilst fishing a Midlands canal, an eel 
of 21b 9oz.  All three fish were caught on J.S. rigged dead-baits.  The same canal also gave Nick an eel 
of 21b 12oz on the 10th August to popped up gudgeon livebait and a 31b 5oz fish to J.S. rigged dead-bait 
on the 18th.. September also proved to be a busy month with an eel of 1lb 4oz on dead-bait from the Avon 
on the 8th, a 41b 1oz eel from "Local Tip” to worm on the 13th, a 31b l0oz on dead-bait on the 20th and 
a worm caught 1lb 1oz on the 29th.  To finish the season Nick returned to the River Avon and his final 
session, on the 30th of September saw him take four eels, a 1lb 2oz on worm and fish of 1lb 4oz, 1lb 4oz 
and 1lb 9oz on dead-baits.  Unless otherwise stated all of the above eels were caught on J.S. Rigs. 
 
Another member who's landing net has had a good thrashing this season, is Barry McConnell.  Starting 
on the Great Ouse Relief Channel in October 2001, Barry caught a 1lb eel (12.10am)that fell for a semi 
bolt-rigged dead gudgeon intended for zander on the 2nd, then caught a smaller fish of 12 oz (8.10pm) on 
the 3rd from the Middle Level Drain using the same rig and a dead roach.  Both weights were estimated.  
Back on the Relief Channel and on the 9th  he had a boot (9.20pm) and a 21b plus (11.35pm), both fish 
fell to dead baits on the zander rig.  Switching to the Middle Level again on the 11th  gave Barry 3 boots 
between 8 and 10 in and 10 boots on the 12th , all to whip fished maggots.  March 31st  saw Barry on the 
Shropshire Union canal with 5 boots plus an estimated 1lb eel to J.S. rigged worms.  These eels were 
caught between 7.25 and 9.15pm. The next eels to fall to Barry’s rods were caught on the 23rd April from 
“Llynclys Pool" and weighed in at 1lb 12oz (8.05pm) and 1lb 15oz (1.10am). Both fish took lobworm 
baits fished at long range on J.S rigs.  From here on, unless otherwise specified, Barry’s eels were caught 
on J.S. rigs.  Returning to “Llynclys Pool,, on the 3rd of June gave him an estimated 1lb eel (1.15am) on 
Dyson fished triple lobworm offerings, plus fish of 1lb 12oz (estimated weight) (2.30am), 21b (7.15am), 
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21b 7oz (11.20am) to the same rig, whilst his usual rig found eels of 1lb 14oz (10.50am) and an estimated 
1lb 4oz (2.50pm), again to three lobworms. 
Still in June but changing scenery to Shropshire Mere “A”, Barry had a Boot (1.56am) on the 17th to five 
brandlings, an eel of 1lb (11.15pm) to dead roach on the 19th  plus a 21b 11oz (11.23pm) and a 41b 9 & 
1/2 oz eel to four lobworms. 
On 20th the same venue gave Barry eels of 21b (estimated) (10.40pm), a boot (11.25pm), an estimated 
21b 8oz (12.30pm) to four lobs, plus a 1lb 8oz (est) (2.30am) on an off bottom rig and two worms.  The 
21st of the month and fish of 1lb (est) (12.40pm) on brandlings, a boot (11.00pm), 1lb 8oz (est) (11.30pm) 
and two boots (2.00am & 2.25am) fell to Barry rods using worms.  Then on the 22nd he had a single eel 
of1lb 3oz (10.05pm), again to worm.  The 26th and Barry’s back on S Mere “A” for two eels of, 31b 4oz 
(3.05pm) and 1lb 12oz (est) (11.55pm). Switching to S Mere "C”, on the 30th June gave Barry eels of 1lb 
(est) (12.10am), two Boots (12.10 & 12.40am) and an 1lb 8oz (4.05am). On to July and on the 2nd whilst 
fishing S .Mere "B”, Barry lands a magnificent eel of 61b 5oz (3.35am) with a length of 45 in and a 8in 
girth, on his hook guard rig.  "Nice one Baz” His next eel from S. Mere "B” didn't come along till the 15th  
July and weighed in at 1lb 12oz (3.00am) though Barry has noted on his catch return that a session on the 
13th proved very stressful, as he was "pestered" by four 31b perch!!  Barry’s last session on S .Mere "B”, 
before moving back to “Llynclys”, was on the 14th of August and the result was an eel of 21b loz (2.55am). 
All of the above eels were caught on the usual worms.  On to the 23rd and Dyson fished worms accounted 
for eels of 1lb 8oz (est) (11.10pm), an est 1lb 4oz (1.20am) and 1lb (1.35am), 21b 4oz (3.03am) and 31b 
13oz (4.20am) to bottom fished worms. Back on “Llynclys” on the 28th of the month and Barry has a loan 
fish of 21b loz (9.50am). September 6th sees Barry on the Bridgewater canal and an eel of 21b 13oz 
(4.49am) in his net, then a fish of 21b (est) on the 13th from S Mere “B”.  All three of the above eels were 
taken on Dyson fished worms.  A single Boot (8.40pm) from the Relief Channel on the 20th followed by 
an est 21b plus eel (8.40pm) from the Middle Level on the 22nd, both falling to perch dead-baits, were 
the last eels Barry reported. 
 
Mark Taylor’s first eel of the season was a 1lb 8oz (9.45pm) fish from "Half Round Pond" that fell to a 
perch tail on the 5th May, then on the 6th  he took a 21b 2oz eel (10.15pm) whilst fishing a venue he refers 
to as “Pluckers”, this time on a rudd tail. 8th  June sees Mark on “Furnace Lake” and using a perch livebait 
tempts a 21b 1oz eel (9,25pm), before moving onto "Tesco Pond" on the 15th for eels of 1lb l0oz (6.40pm) 
and 21b 6oz (6.55pm) on perch head baits plus a 21b l0oz eel (8.40pm) falling to a tail section of perch. 
17th sees Mark back on “Tesco Pond” and with perch the winning bait again, takes a 31b eel (6.45pm) on 
a head section.  On to July now and the 5th sees Mark back on “Furnace Lake” with eels of 1lb 2oz 
(9.45pm) and 21b 4oz (10.10pm) falling to live perch, then on the 11th  fish of 21b 12oz (11.00pm) on 
perch section and 3lb 2oz (11.10pm) to a perch livebait.  Finally on the 7th August whilst fishing “The 
Pluck” again, Mark takes a 21b 6oz eel (10.50pm) on a perch bead and a 1lb 9oz eel (10.55pm), this time 
rudd head was the successful bait.  All Marks eels fell to ledgered baits. 
 
Peter Waterfield has only taken one eel this year despite putting in a number of sessions in, Peters reward 
weighed in at 21b exactly and was tempted by a live roach fished on the "Uni Rig" at 11.30pm on the 25th 
of July.  Hope things improve next season Pete. 
 
New member Keith Grove hasn't been able to fish as much as he would have liked due to working away 
but the of the two eels he has caught this year one was a P.B. fish of 41b 7oz (12.00am). This fish was 
caught on a paternostered bleak and came just five minutes after Keith had netted another good eel of 31b 
8oz (11.55pm) that fell to worms.  Both eels were caught on the same session on the 20th of July.  
Congratulations on the new P.B. Keith! 
 
Peter Shefford is another member to better his P.B. this year and did it in style on the N.A.C. fish-in at 
Nickolls Quarry on the 24th May but before netting his P.B. he took two 1lb (est) eels around 5pm on 
worms, then between 5pm and 11.20pm took fish of 1lb 6oz, 1lb 15oz and 21b 2oz.  Then at 11.20pm 
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Peter bagged his new P.B. at 21b 10 oz followed by two more eels at 1lb (est) and 1lb 8oz.  All of the 
above eels were caught on half roach baits.  The River Nene gave Peter his only other eel this year with a 
1lb 8oz fish (8.00pm) falling to a float fished worm. 
 
Andrew Atkins has also had a couple of eels this year and opened his account on April the 24th with a 1lb 
l0oz (6.30am) on a single worm.  The next eel to fall to Andrews rods was 21b plus (11.27pm) and also 
fell to a worm bait. 18th August sees Andy’s last eel in the net, a 21b plus (9.30pm) that was again caught 
on worms.  All of Andy’s eels were taken using J.S. ledger rigs and came from the same venue, "Beaver 
Farm Fisheries". 
 
Damian Wood has fished 12 sessions this season for one eel but at 41b 8oz that's certainly no "Boot',!  
Damian caught it on the 5th of August whilst fishing the L.L. Canal using the 'SFR Rig" and worms as 
bait.  He caught his eel at 10.30pm and measured her at 38 & in long with an 8 1/4in girth. 
 
Steve Ricketts monthly catch returns next and Starting with September 2001.On the18th-20th Whilst 
fishing “Noddy Pit” and “Radar” with Nick Duffy, Steve caught around 8 eels to 2lb 14oz. 
October 11th-13th sees Steve back at “Radar” with three very goods eels falling to his rods, 5lb 2oz (2am) 
to dead-bait, 5lb 15oz (2.35am) on worm and a cracking 6lb fish (5am) also on worm. Still in October and 
on the 16th-18th Steve takes eels of 3lb 4oz (10pm) on a swan mussel, 3lb 11oz (11.20pm), 5lb 7oz (4am) 
and 4lb 3oz (6.15am) on worm, 4lb 7oz (7pm) to swan mussel, 3lb 2oz (3am) on a dead-bait and finally 
a 4lb (3.20am) eel on worm. 
Moving on into November and a truly amazing catch of eels totalling 61lb 11oz (sixty one )  
Those of you that have had a hard season may need a rather strong drink standing by!! 
Nov 6th-8th brings Steve the following eels; 5lb 12oz, 5lb 9oz, 4lb, 3lb 1oz, 3lb 14oz, 4lb 15oz, 4lb 4oz, 
5lb 10oz, 5lb 7oz, 3lb 3oz, 3lb, 3lb 4oz, 5lb and 4lb 14oz.   (As reported in “Anguilla” Vol 40, Iss 1) 
Steve adds to his report the following “Baits or times not recorded due to hectic nature of  the night. On 
average runs were occurring every ten minutes or so. New record for one night, total weight 61lb 11oz 
five fish over 5lbs. A seasonal feeding pattern is now appearing in relation to weed growth” 
I’m Speechless!!!!!!!! 
 
Steve Pitts is another member who sends in a monthly return and this is how he has fared. 
On the 5th October 2001 Steve caught eels of 2lb 10oz (9.10pm) and 2lb 14oz (10.02pm) on mackerel 
tail.  The 12th and using off bottom worms over his mole hill mix, Steve takes three eels, 2lb 2oz (8.10pm), 
2lb 9oz (9.45pm) and 1lb 2oz (9.55pm). All of the above eels came from “W.L. Waters”. The same method 
and bait works again for Steve on the 13th but this time on a different venue “Rumours” and he is rewarded 
with a 1lb 4oz eel (10.45pm) and a 3lb 4oz (1.50pm). 19th Oct sees him back on “W.L. Waters” with 
three eels to sprat heads, 1lb 2oz (9.40pm) and 3lb 4oz (12.30pm) and   2lb 2oz.  
November 2nd 2001, 2lb 11oz eel (11.58pm) to a J.S. rigged pilchard tail, then on the 8th a 2lb 1oz fish to 
the same bait and rig. Both fish were caught form “W.L. Waters” 
February 15th gave Steve his first eel of 2002 at 2lb 2oz to a sardine tail. (As reported in “Anguilla” Vol 
40, Iss 1) 
Now its my turn (Jimmy Jolley), well I never thought I’d be doing this again, Jason as already explained 
why he started this report, now I will elaborate further….Jason was unable to continue due to his work-
load and the fact that he has just moved house again…(I wonder if he’s the “love child” of our President 
A.J.S…seems they both have a bit of gypsy blood in their veins)…So this report was passed on to Damian 
“The Burglar” Wood who was able to OCR (Optical Character Recognition) what Jason had already 
written, however, again due to work-load, Damian wasn’t able to finish the report, so I was “drafted” in 
to finish it off… so here goes!! 
Back to Steve’s return 
On the 2nd &  5th of May 2002 fishing a North Wales Anglers water Steve took eels of 1lb 9oz and 2lb 
2oz using whole small roach and mackerel tail respectively. On the 17th using running rigs baited with 
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rudd he landed eels of 2lb 8oz, 2lb 9oz, 3lb 2oz, 1lb 4oz and 2lb 14oz from “H” lake. And between the 
18th & 25th from the same venue took fish of 3lb 6oz, 3lb 8oz, 1lb 4oz 2lb 15oz and 2lb 4oz all took roach 
section. And then fishing “The Pallets” an eel of 3lb 4oz graced his landing net again to roach section. 
Again at “The Pallets” on the 1st of June Steve had eels of 2lb 15oz and 2lb 3oz to lobworms and a 1lb 
13oz to roach tail. And on the 2nd eels of 2lb 13oz and 3lb 1oz to roach tail. Then on the 3rd a 2lb 10oz 
and 2lb 2oz eel on roach head, all from “The Pallets”. The 8th found Steve back on Lake “H” were he took 
eels of  1lb 2oz, 3lb 4oz and 2lb 9oz all falling to roach section. On the 28th & 29th , again on “H” he 
netted fish of 3lb 3oz, 2lb 12oz,2lb 11oz and 2lb 7oz to fish sections. 
From the 12th to the 19th of July Steve fished a Welsh Brick Pit and had fish of 2lb 8oz (12th), 2lb 6oz , 
1lb 2oz, 2lb 7oz, 2lb 10oz, (16th) 2lb 12oz and 2lb 2oz (17th) and on the 19th eels of 2lb 13oz and 2lb 10oz 
all to fish sections. The 26th & 27th found Steve back fishing “H” were he took eels of 2lb 14oz (26th), 3lb 
12oz and 3lb 3oz (27th). 
 In August Steve dedicated almost all of his fishing time to Lake “H”, and on the 2nd had eels of 2lb 4oz 
and 2lb 12oz on roach baits. On the 9th took eels of 2lb 10oz and 2lb 13oz again using roach as bait. The 
10th saw eels of 3lb 1oz and 2lb 14oz fall  to Steve’s rods with fish section as the chosen bait. On the 11th 
a 3lb 2oz caught on meat slipped into his net. Steve’s next two eels came on the 25th a 2lb 12oz on meat 
and a 1lb 3oz on rudd. 
Again Lake “H” was the only venue Steve fished in September, starting on the 13th with an eel of 2lb 13oz 
caught on liver. 14th a 2lb 11oz to rudd tail. 
 
David Jones has had some quite nice eels including a new PB, but before we get to that I start with the 8th 
of May when David had eels of 2lb 12oz on gudgeon head and 1lb 12oz on live gudgeon from a Midlands 
Canal. 2nd of June at “BC” he took eels of 2lb 8oz and 2lb on worms. The 8th, again from “BC” David 
landed a fish of 12oz once more to worms. And at “BC” on the 22nd had an eel of 14oz, worms again. July 
9th on “Humbers” David took an eel of 3lb on worms. 12th –14th from a different Midlands canal eels of 
3lb 8oz using maggot on pole tackle, 3lb on a roach head and, wait for it, his new PB of 5lb 2oz taken on 
gudgeon tail…(well done David) . On the 29th at “BC” had a 1lb eel on worms. And finally, on the 10th 
August fishing the midlands canal once more managed an eel of 3lb 8oz using gudgeon as bait. 
 
What a season Chris Siddall has had “cop a load of this lot”. Starting on the 24th & 25th  May at a Kent 
Pit he had eels of 1lb 8oz to worm, 2lb, 1lb, 2lb 1oz to roach head and 1lb 6oz on rudd tail. All Chris’ 
remaining eels came from “Green Acres” (See page). On the 9th June he took eels of 3lb 14oz on roach 
tail and 2lb 7oz on a livebait. 11th a 3lb 7oz again on livebait. Then on the 13th he had fish of 1lb 4oz and, 
3lb 10oz (roach head), 1lb 8oz, 3lb 12oz, and 3lb 3oz (livebait). The 14th brought eels of 3lb 12oz (roach 
head), and 3lb 9oz (livebait). On the 18th Chris had two more 3’s, a 3lb 3oz and 3lb 2oz both to roach tail. 
Then on the  following day (19th) he took an eel of  3lb 4oz on roach head.. the 21st saw Chris take his best 
eel of the season, an excellent 5lb 3oz fish (41 inches long x 8 inches girth).  On the 24th & 25th eels of 
4lb 9oz, 2lb 5oz and 2lb on roach head, then fish of 3lb (livebait) and 2lb 11oz (roach tail) came to Chris’ 
rods. The 28th found him taking his second 5 of the season at 5lb 1oz (39½ inches x 8½ inches) on roach 
head followed by fish of 2lb 9oz (worm) and 2lb 1oz (roach tail). The following day (29th) he took eels of 
12oz, 1lb 4oz, 1lb (worm) and 1lb 11oz (roach head). Now on to July, and on the 5th  Chris had fish of 
2lb 7oz (worm) and 2lb 2oz (livebait). And on the 8th eels of 2lb 2oz (perch tail) and 2lb 5oz (roach tail). 
On 12th, Chris netted eels of 1lb 5oz (worm), 1lb, 3lb (livebait) and 2lb 13oz (bream head). 14th an eel of 
2lb 3oz (livebait), and on the 18th came eels of 1lb 8oz (livebait), 2lb 4oz (roach head), 3lb, 3lb 5oz 
(livebait), 3lb 4oz, 2lb 7oz (gudgeon head) and 1lb (livebait). Then on the 22nd eels of 2lb 6oz, 12oz and 
2lb 3oz (livebait). 26th  an eel of 3lb 1oz (gudgeon head), and on the 29th Chris landed fish of 1lb 11oz 
(roach head), 1lb 11oz (livebait) and 1lb 13oz (roach mid-section). Then on the 31st he had eels of 2lb 1oz 
(gudgeon head) and 3lb 9oz (roach head). On the 13th September Chris’ final eel of the season at 1lb 15oz 
to livebait). 
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In March Steve Gardner fished at Pine Lodge and took eels of 3lb 2oz and 3lb 4oz using dead-baits. 
Then on the 16th May Steve visited Pendle View again fishing dead-baits landed eels of 8oz, 1lb, 1lb, 1lb, 
1lb 15oz and 2lb 4oz. Then on the 24th &  25th  June at Nutwell Pool he encountered three eels of 1lb 5oz 
again to dead-baits. The 3rd August, back at Pine Lodge Steve took a fish of 2lb dead-bait again was the 
winning bait. The 19th & 20th Steve cast his rods into Farm Pool and extracted eels of 3lb 14oz (dead-bait) 
and Steve’s best eel of the season at 4lb 4oz which fell to worms. All Steve’s eels were taken on leger 
tactics. 
 
Now on to another member who’s had a terrific season and that’s Wayne Staddon. Starting as early as 
the 9th February at Oliver’s Oasis he had an eel of 15oz using “off-bottom” fished lobworms. Then on the 
29th  March again at Oliver’s Oasis Wayne took an eel of 2lb 1oz using  J.S rigged roach head (unless 
otherwise stated J.S rigs were used).  The 5th April again fishing Oasis he landed eels of 1lb, (lobworms), 
1lb 13oz (roach section), 1lb 14oz (lamprey section) and 2lb 9oz (roach section). Then at Welham on the 
24th Wayne had fish of 2lb 7oz  and 15oz using worm baits. On the 31st May on the Grand Union Canal 
at Yelvertoft he managed eels of 1lb 7oz (gudgeon tail), 1lb 7½oz (lobworms), 12½oz (1inch whole 
roach), and 2lb 1oz (gudgeon). Back at Oliver’s Oasis on the 7th June, Wayne landed eels of 2lb 4½oz 
(trout tail), 1lb 5oz (trout mid-section), 1lb 14oz, 2lb 12½oz and 2lb (trout), 2lb 2oz (lamprey section) 
and 1lb 5½oz (trout). Back on the G.U.C at Laughton on the 8th Wayne, using gudgeon tail netted an eel 
of 3lb 1½oz. Then at a Nott’s Stillwater on the 22nd took fish of 2lb 2oz (lamprey section) and 2lb 5oz 
(gudgeon head). And on the 5th from the Nott’s Stillwater caught fish of 1lb 12oz (chub tail), 1lb 14oz 
(minnow head), 13oz (frozen gudgeon tail) and 2lb 12oz (minnow tail). On the 11th at Foxton on the G.U.C 
Wayne had his best eel of the season at 5lb  (38 inches x 8inches) on roach section. And on the 15th fishing 
Watchet Harbor fishing legered mackerel had a fish of 1lb. Also on the 15th  on a Minehead Stream using 
float fished maggots tempted another eel of 1lb. Returning to Foxton on the 21st caught a fish of 2lb 12oz 
using free-lined roach tail. The 29th found Wayne back on the G.U.C at Laughton to take eels of 2lb 1oz 
(3 inch whole perch), 2lb (2 inch whole roach). On the 7th August on the G.U.C at Smeeton free-lining, 
took fish of 1lb 14oz (perch head), 1lb 11oz (perch tail) and 11oz (2 inch whole roach). The 11th , at 
Foxton Wayne landed an eel of 1lb 10oz fishing a free-lined half roach. At a North Norfolk Pond on the 
31st again using free-lined tactics with a bream head managed a fish of 2lb 3oz. And lastly, on the 20th 
September on a Leicester Stillwater, Wayne free-lined a whole roach bait to tempt his second biggest eel 
of the season, a long (43 inches x 8inches) 4lb 9½oz fish. 
 
In early September, Dominic Pecheur had an unusual days fishing at a lake in Suffolk (See page ) were 
he took eels of 4lb 7oz and 3lb 7oz using float fished double maggot as bait. 
 
Our “esteemed” Chairman Nick Rose has had a few eels this season (now that’s unusual for Nick., sorry 
Sir…only joking). On the 11th May on the Leeds & Liverpool Canal took an eel of 1lb. Then at Nickolls 
Quarry on the 24th & 25th May Nick landed eels of 1lb, 1lb, 1lb, 2lb 8oz, 3lb 5oz and 3lb 4oz to various 
baits presented on leger tackle. 17th & 18th June fishing at “Green Fields” he managed fish of 1lb 8oz, 2lb 
8oz and 3lb 8oz again to various legered baits. Again at “Green Fields” Nick had an eel of 2lb 3oz and a 
further fish later in the month at 2lb 6oz. In July at “Brambles Pool” Nick netted his best eel of the season 
at 3lb 13oz. And finally on the12th July on the Midlands Fish-In on a Midlands canal he landed a fish of 
3lb 3oz. 
 
Now we come to the unfortunate members…like myself, who didn’t manage to catch any eels or indeed 
couldn’t get out eeling this season…for one reason or another, but still sent in a catch return. 
 
Jimmy Jolley . I only managed 7 session this season and blanked out, however, there’s always next year. 
 
Kevin Huish hasn’t fished for eels this season and as hardly fished for any other species either, but has 
he states on his return, “hope to do better next year”. 
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Patricia Huish writes “no sessions this season, to busy with the family, and there’s Cricket” (So our 
Treasurer’s an avid Cricket fan!!!) 
 
George Walton’s catch return reads “No fishing done at all, due to work”. (I think we all can relate to 
George’s statement) 
 
Peter Nunn only got out eel fishing on 12 occasions, and it seems that 90% of his sessions are on at venue 
that hasn’t produced an eel to Peter since 1994. He writes, “As I am the only person to fish for eels (on 
this venue) my time will come, if I am patient mind you 8 years is pretty patient”. 
 
 
 
 
So that concludes the actual reporting of this seasons eels. What follows are a set of graphs, presented by 
Michael, and brilliantly done I might say. There may be some kind of pattern in there somewhere, if one 
of us looks for it? 
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Footnote: The last two returns (Dominic Pecheur & Nick Rose) are not included as they arrived late.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top Left…Barry McConnell’s fine eel of 6lb 5oz 
Top Right….Steve Ricketts with his 5lb 10oz 
“Radar” eel. 
Centre Left…Jason Morgan’s 3lb 9oz fish. 
Centre Right..Michael Brettle with a 3lb eel. 
Bottom Left..Steve Ricketts shows part of his 
cracking 61lb 11oz “Radar”bag, these eels went 6lb, 
5lb 15oz & 5lb 12oz. 
B tt  Ri ht D id J ’  PB l f 5lb 2  
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By 
Steve Richardson. 

 
 Sunday 10th November 2002…..Remembrance Sunday…..dawned misty, dank and wet. This was to be 
my last ever winter meeting of the NAC as the General Secretary for the club. My mind wandered back 
to the many meetings I had attended over the years. Meetings where once they were formal occasions, not 
unlike mini-AGM’s…..and further back in time to when it was indeed our AGM day, before we switched 
the calendar around. 
 
 What meetings they were. Some of the earlier meetings were poorly attended but after the switch was 
made, and thanks to massive efforts from the likes of Kevin Huish, Nick Rose and Brian Crawford, these 
events soon became better attended and the format of a guest speaker giving a slide show on the day 
enhanced the attendance dramatically in comparison to earlier meetings. Over the years we have had many 
good talks from club members, some of whom are now unfortunately ex-members, and today was to be 
no exception in terms of a slide show and talk by a very talented and quality angler. I was looking forward 
to seeing another of Barry McConnell’s excellent deliveries. Always they pose questions of our angling 
attitude, include some form of envious, in the nicest manner, reactions and never fail to be humorous in 
their despatch. 
 
 I was however, very concerned at the likely turnout of the members attending on the day and unfortunately 
my concerns were warranted as only ten (10) members of the club eventually managed to turn up on the 
day. We did receive seventeen (17) apologies for absence from other members. The worrying side to this 
reaction was that out of the full membership of the NAC only 27 members put themselves out to recognise 
the days event…..whether they turned up or gave legitimate apologies for their absence. This trend is not 
a good thing to witness…its almost as though the membership do not really want to travel to meetings to 
socialise and contribute to the running of the club. 
  
 It has been said recently by an ex-member, that the meetings are poorly attended due to the present set-up 
of the club committee but I have always thought this to be nothing more than nonsense from a sad voice 
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in the wilderness……but one has to wonder if maybe I have it wrong when the likes of a speaker of Barry 
McConnell stature only pulls ten members to the meeting. For now, outside of the twenty seven who 
contacted the club in one form or another, I shall put the low attendance down to apathy from the 
membership rather than a vote of no confidence in the committee set-up. 
 
 The meeting was opened by the club Chairman, Nick Rose, who also mentioned the lack of attendance of 
members for such a social day in the club year. Nick also spoke of the very significant lack of interest 
from the membership to the proposed 40th year celebration dance that he had been trying to organise. He 
had, in fact, only received about six positive replies to the event. Disappointing,….yes you could say 
that!….and, as such, the event was cancelled. 
Nick went on to say that only six members bothered to turn up for the 40th year celebration fish-in on the 
Grand Union Canal at Bugbrooke. It is fair to say that the tone of Nick’s opening report was that of a 
sweeping apathy within the NAC membership. He actually also predicted a low turnout of the membership 
for this meeting as well in his report but he was out by two……he was being a tad too optimistic in his 
thoughts. 
 
 There were reports or letters from the President, Chairman, General Secretary, Records Officer and the 
Social Officer…..President and Social being read out in their absence. (Arthur from his bed in Lincoln 
Hospital and Peter due to work commitments.) Amongst the details within these reports was a call for a 
vote of thanks to Patricia Huish for accepting our plea for her to act as the club Treasurer until the next 
AGM, due to Stuart being unable to fulfil the role due to personal reasons.  
 
One issue to be committed to from the club was the writing of a book on eels and eel angling. Those 
members who offered to do the groundwork and report on the project at the next meeting were Chris 
Siddall, Nick Rose and Steve Richardson. Others will be expected to contribute and take on some of the 
workload once preliminary actions have been completed. (The general idea of the author of the book is to 
be the NAC not three guys who are prepared to offer to undertake issues like this.) 
 
 There was a break for lunch and the usual selling of tickets for the club raffle during this break. The raffle 
raised £10.00 for the club funds after it was agreed that each member present would only spend £1.00 each 
on tickets. 
 
 There then followed the Records Officers report for the past season…..and at this point the presentation 
of trophies took place. 
Biggest eel of the season……..Barry McConnell with a superb eel of 6lb 5oz. 
The John Sidley Trophy (Eel over 6lb’s)……..Barry McConnell with the above eel of 6lb 5oz. 
Biggest eel on a club trip……..Steve Ricketts with a specimen of 4lb 2oz. 
Eel over 4lb’s on a club trip…..Steve Ricketts with his 4lb 2oz eel. 
The Nigel Jeyes Memorial Trophy……Not awarded this year. 
The Steve Mahony Trophy (Best article of the year)…..To be decided by the magazine editorial team in 
due course. 
 
The Records Officers report was read out in his absence (Mike was on fire service duty) by Jason Morgan. 
He stated that there had been 22 catch returns completed and sent in to Mike……these recorded 392 eel 
captures. 
To be honest, this number of returns is poor to say the least…..however, thanks were offered to all those 
who submitted returns to the Records Officer and it was announced that there would be an updated ‘Top 
50’ list issued in the near future. 
 
Then came the slide-show from Barry McConnell…simply superb as ever. Barry spoke of his latest eel 
fishing trip to New Zealand with Pete Drabble and it was, as ever, interesting and informative. Barry then 
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spoke a while on this seasons eeling and after this was concluded he asked if we wanted to see some photos 
of his Zander exploits over the seasons……this was unanimously agreed to and we were subjected to a 
most entertaining and fascinating second talk about the Fens and its Zander…..I for one thought Barry’s 
talks were very informative and would just like to publicly thank him for his time and openness to us all. 
(A shame the ‘all’ was only ten though.) 
 
There then followed an informal chat about several issues in the club and the date for the next meeting 
was announced as the 23rd March 2003. The venue being The Queens Hotel, Long Eaton, Nottinghamshire. 
(Put it in your diaries….if the turnout is as good as this meeting then there will be no AGM held…as a 
quorum will not be reached…..if you do nothing else as a member of the NAC this year, then please try 
to attend the next AGM.) 
 
Nick closed the meeting at 4.00pm and thanked everyone for attending. 
 


	By Jimmy Jolley.
	Well here we are again, almost at the end of yet another year, and yet again one with some agro. During the past year, the National Anguilla Club as come under fire from some quarters of the angling world. One such “encounter” involved Richard Hugget...
	However, Richard’s statement that he was a member of the Eel Study Group was in fact not true as was pointed out to the N.A.C by the General Secretary for the E.S.G Mr Clive Dennison and as Clive and our own Anthony “B.T” Jolley are greatly involved ...
	Our General Secretary Steve Richardson and our Chairman Nick Rose along with Anthony Jolley and indeed Clive Dennison informed Richard Huggett of the two groups concerns regarding these two statements. He was asked too remove the offending statements...
	Now the part that aggravates me about all this is the fact that the committee of the N.A.C were being put under immense pressure to terminate Richard Huggett’s membership of the N.A.C from some ex-members of the N.A.C and other people outside of the ...
	We have since been informed by Clive Dennison that Richard Huggett’s website has vaporised into the ether, and that the situation between the two groups is back on track, so to speak and I for one felt relief that the N.A.C and E.S.G would continue t...
	Chris Siddall has come in for some criticism concerning his article which appeared in Issue 59 (October 2002) of Pike & Predators titled “Don’t Put Eels Back” (which with the kind permission of Chris and James Holgate, editor of P & P is reproduced o...
	So on to other things.
	The resent Winter Social & Presentation held on Remembrance Sunday (November 10th) was the first time I’d not attended a meeting of the Club since I became a member….now that’s “no big deal”…. as members such as Steve Richardson and Nick Rose never m...
	So I’ll close by wishing you all a very Merry Xmas, and a prosperous and eel filled year ahead.
	By Steve Ricketts
	As seasons go I was looking forward to the 2002 season like a virgin on his first date with one of those easy northern lasses. I honestly believed I’d cracked a water last season that contained big fish with a promise of better still to come. With qui...
	The alternative and most sensible solution - wait till the weed dies off. Nearly all the big fish I caught in the 2001 season came in October/November when the weed had mostly disappeared and the eels had moved into the protection of the only other co...
	Depending on your view being in the middle of goldfish central can be a curse or a godsend. Many of the waters I chase eels on are carp waters, little fished for anything else their potentials for other species are untapped so networking with the gold...
	Best of “02” at 5lb – 06oz from Nichols
	Eels taking boilies here is very common and did lead to one rather upsetting incident involving me and a helpful carper who I hope never to have the misfortune of being bivvied next to again. Fishing ten yards apart on the first night of a three night...
	This is it, September arrived. All those horrible kids back to school, the lakes mine. Car loaded with all the gear for a week’s assault I arrived at the lake Monday morning at the crack of dawn. Bivvie up, rods out, kettle on I felt like a kid at Chr...
	Nichols it was to be, 15 odd miles down the road at least I would still be fishing. Gunning the jeep across the shingle, squidging as many of their so called rare weeds as possible, childish I know but somehow satisfying. I pulled out onto the road an...
	So there we have it, last season was probably my best ever and all my expectations of a repeat performance were shot to pieces by some twat on a quad bike. Alas this is not the first time. I once had a great season on a lake called Broadwater and foll...
	If I can survive this venue till the jeeps fixed I’ll find myself back to some decent waters and start catching again. Until then one piece of advice, if your fishing a hole like I am now get a Ford Ka (the wife’s car) it’s the only one that hasn’t ha...
	Big Eel
	By Chris Siddall
	This is the true story of what was without doubt the best period of eel angling I have ever had in 40 years of fishing.
	The story starts two years ago when I had wanted to fish a new water which I had seen a couple of years earlier. On three or four occasions I arranged to go with Nick Rose only for Nick to have to back out at the last minute because of work commitment...
	However at the fish-in in Kent earlier this year it came to my attention that new member Nick Duffy who was also at the fish in had fished the water previously with some success having taken eels to just under 5lb.
	Having spoken to Nick D we arranged our first joint trip on 9/6/02.
	We met at the prearranged point at 7.30 and made our way to the water. In order to retain the anonymity of the venue we have renamed it ‘Greenacres’ but don’t bother to look for it on a map as you won’t find it.
	The first night we fished about 100 yards apart and as Nick had recommended live bait I fished this on two rods with half roach baits on the other two. Just before dark all rods were in position and it wasn’t long before one of the live baits was away...
	Twenty minutes later there was a repeat performance on the same rod with the same result. However I chose to persist with the set up and ten minuets later I was nearly rewarded. The bait was away again and this time the strike was met with a solid res...
	Having lost the complete rig I re-tackled and re-cast the rod.
	Shortly afterwards the left hand rod which was baited with a roach tail was away with a screamer. The strike was met with a solid resistance and this time there was no mistake, a short fight resulted in a good eel being netted at the first attempt. Th...
	This turned out to be the highlight of the session but I did manage one more eel of 2lb 7oz on the live bait rod. Nick took 4 eels with the best being just 3lb.
	As I work for myself from home I am in the lucky position to be able to fish any night of the week and two days later the weather was just right so I returned to the water on my own. This time the action was not as brisk as the previous night but two ...
	Two days later I was back again on my own but this time in a new swim. This was to prove a good decision as I took five eels as follows, 1lb 4oz, 3lb 10oz, 1lb 8oz, 3lb 12oz & 3lb 3oz. I did not know at the time but the last two three pound eels were ...
	On returning home I received a call from Nick D who after congratulating me on my success informed me he couldn’t make the pre arranged trip the following day but he could make tonight instead. After the result of the previous night I could not resist...
	At this point I thought I had better spend a couple of nights in my own bed with the wife and it was four days later that I returned this time accompanied by Nick R. Again we tried a different area and I took two eels both on dead bait of 3lb 3oz & 3l...
	The next night 19/6/02 my son ex member Robert was up from his new home in Wales and we decided to have a session together. This proved to be a relatively slow night with just one eel each. Robs was 1lb 8oz while mine was 3lb 4oz on live bait.
	Two days later on the Friday I met Nick D at the venue and we discussed the fact that it must be only a matter of time before one of us took an eel over 4lb as we had taken so many well over 3lb. This night we fished about 400 yards apart and this tim...
	The following night I couldn’t make it due to a prior engagement but Nick D and Nick R fished together with Nick D catching a 4lb 3oz eel, the first four we had taken between us this season.
	Two days later on the Monday night I arranged to go with Nick R but again due to work he had to back out, as it turned out he wouldn’t have made it anyway as the clutch on his van went in the middle of Birmingham during the rush hour. However fired up...
	Chris with his eel of 5lb-03ozs.
	As the weather was still ideal I decided to go again the next night and in a new swim I took two eels of 3lb 0oz and 2lb 11oz. The three pound fish was taken on live bait on a new twin hook rig.
	The next trip was three days later on the Friday Night and I was accompanied on this session by both Nick D and Nick R. Once again we fished new swims with Nick R to my right and Nick D to my left. As the 5lb fish the week before was a small mouthed e...
	At the time I was gutted but within an hour it was all forgotten about as the left hand rod baited with roach head sounded a good run. At first the strike met no resistance and I thought I had missed it but after retrieving about 25 yards of line the ...
	The next night 29/6/02 day 21 the bubble finally burst, I took four eels but they were all under 2lb. This was my eleventh night in 21 days and this was the first time I had not taken at least one eel over three pounds.
	I’ve waited 40 years for a run of eel fishing like this but boy was it worth waiting for.
	In the 21 day period I fished 11 night sessions for 26 eels as listed below,
	Under 2lb    ----  6 eels
	2lb  --  3lb   ----  6 eels
	3lb  --  4lb   ---- 11 eels  (5 over 3 ½ lb)
	4lb  --  5lb   ----   1 eel
	over    5lb    ----  2 eels
	By Les Corsie.
	Year 4.
	Here we go again.
	When I left you last I said I was going to stay at Wraysbury until I got my target fish, that being a 5lb’er. I wish in some ways now that I should not have set that target as it seemed I was never going to reach it.
	If you read the last article, you will remember in the last 3 years at the pit I've landed 4 eels between 4lb-10oz – 4lb-14oz, one tench, one bream one pike and several perch in god knows how many nights.
	Chris’ 5lb-01ozs eel.
	But I would say at a guess as I don't keep records at least 120…. truly head banging stuff.
	Now I'm sure a few of you will be screaming, the man's a maniac, but I knew what I was letting myself into.
	I've jumped from catching eel's that are boot size to about 3 pounds, to fishing a lake that is approx 120 acres., and struggling me wotsit's off.
	What I did know before I started was that all the eel's caught were above 4 pounds.
	As I've written in the past there were two other eel anglers having a go, they being Dave Harman and Simon Garrard both having good results.
	Simon seemed to be very clued up, and had some very good results.
	Unfortunately he didn't return for a second season, mainly because of the local riff-raff. I do know he's been doing very well on another local water, with several 4’s to his name.
	I started the season off in the usual way, by tricking a bit of bait into a couple of swims.
	The first swim was the “Footsteps” I've fished this on several occasions but haven't caught from, I did manage to loose a good eel there one November.  The second swim was in the corner of “No Carp Bay”.  This swim I baited quite heavily, with 1 gallo...
	My first night was spent in this swim, as I felt very confident about it, but as usual Wraysbury doesn't give up it's treasure's that easily.  Over the next 2 weeks I fished about 10 nights in the bay, but still nothing.  All the while I was still bai...
	So I started to dot myself about in several other swims, still fishing the standard J.S Rigs, all fished with worms over flavoured maggots, some times popped up but more often than not fished hard on the bottom.  Still to no avail.
	By now it was the start of August and I was getting a little bit p ---- d off.  Maybe all the eels had run away,
	I had already decided that this was to be my last year on Wraysbury as life is too short so I had come to the decision that I would break a few rules.
	Over the last few years at the pit there have been several incidents with the carp anglers where the local shit heads run into your swim cut your lines and run off with the rods and reels while they are out in their boats.
	So in their wisdom they have altered a few of the popular swims by cutting the surrounding trees and bushes down, so you cannot walk into them. which is good for them, as they all use boats.  Fine, I understand that so I've decided to load my rubber d...
	Anyway, back to the plot, as I said it was start of August and I was getting itchy feet, I had decided to reacquaint myself with the “Footsteps”.
	I arrived at the usual time, about 6.30. All the gear carried down to the swim, every thing checked and double checked as usual.
	Rods in position.  I boated one out to the island at about 50 Yards, bait was 3 lobs fished over 1 pint of dead maggots.
	The second rod was boated out about 75 Yards to the edge of a reed bed, the bait was the same.
	The third rod was boated out to the prebaited area, at about 30 yards, this spot really looks the dogs do-da’s, over hanging trees, snags and other bits of crap- As I said, I lost a big eel there before, bait this time was two lobs tails nicked off on...
	I sat down feeling confident, confident in the fact that the traps were set and set perfectly.  There was nothing else I could do, I sat down and opened a beer and thought about my tactics, am I really on the right track or am I just losing the plot. ...
	out in the boat again to check my spots just before dark, everything still looked perfect.
	By 10 o’clock it was dark, warm with slight south westerly, looked good, but doesn't it always.
	10.30 nothing.
	10.45 nothing.
	11.00 nothing.
	11.1 5 Away she blows, a one toner.  I was on this in seconds , because of the snags I couldn't wait too long so I checked the bail arm over, wound down, felt the tension and struck.. GOTCHA.  I hour later (that's how long it felt) there she
	was my first 5 pound eel lying in my new
	50 inch net, even a pig couldn't jump out of.
	Once on the bank it became obvious
	that she had gutted the hook, so I cut it off as close as I could. I rested her in the net while I got the scales ready.
	Once they were zeroed with the sack I slipped her in, I was a little bit anxious at first as she seemed quite short, but she was very thick. 5lb-04oz,… have you ever seen a grown man cry, well I nearly did.
	It's taken me three and half years to achieve this, and I think most of the residents of Wraysbury heard me celebrate that night.
	Since that night I've relaxed a bit and fished a few other waters. with my son Scott and mate Danny, they’re happy catching tench to 7lb and bream to 10lb. I've had 3 eels to 3 pounds, all on the first night over a prebaited area.  The other nights I'...
	Today is Sept 2nd  as write this I plan to have a trip with Scott to the Aquadrome this week.
	This is were Paul Smith caught his 5lb’er on the Fish-In and Chris caught a 3lb’er, so I think I'll have another go.
	Got to go now
	keep em tight Les...
	PS I might stay at Wraysbury until I get , well you know what…. a --- pounder.
	Les with his 5lb – 04oz Wraysbury eel.
	By Jason Morgan
	I arrived at the canal side car park at around 6:45pm on the Friday evening after meeting up with Mike "Renegade', Brettle and his brother Dave. Dave Jones had arrived earlier and after the introductions, we began to unload the gear whilst awaiting t...
	My good deed for the day done, I got back to my swim around 8:30pm. On the way back I had stopped off to see Dave Jones and during a brief chat he had said that he seemed to be "in the zone" following recent success in the shape of a three pound pers...
	Nick Duffy also got in on the action and during a hectic couple of hours that saw all four of his rods go at the same time, he swung a three and a
	half pounder to hand after not being able to reach
	his net, then remembering it in time to net a smaller
	fish!  Nick Rose also got on the score sheet with a
	three three and even I managed to net a three
	but it was for "Renegade" and not my self.  After
	numerous cries for help he had been unable to awaken his brother from near unconsciousness and following an abandoned call to my mobile, I reasoned that something was not quite right and charged up
	the tow path through thick fog that had now descended, in the direction of "Renegades" swim.  On the
	way I passed through "Noddy's" pitch who, seeing me come thundering past, awoke suddenly, wondering what all the fuss was about!  After first running straight past Mike, I eventually found him
	amongst the tall marginal reeds looking rather annoyed, whether this was due to his brother not arriving to help him or that he had been in such a hurry to get to the rod and strike the run, that he had forgotten to take his net with him, I don't know...
	I had netted Mikes fish and got her away from the waters was edge by the time "Noddy" got to us and seeing that “Renegade” was less than happy with his sibling I decided to leave them to a nice brotherly argument and go and try to catch an Eel of my ...
	All too soon the blackness of the night had been replaced by the dim grey light of the early morning.  The rods, that had been barley visible an hour or so earlier, now slowly emerged through the thick dawn fog that blanketed the surrounding fields a...
	Next, it was "Renegade’s" turn to have his Eel photographed but the process took slightly longer than he would have liked, seventeen minutes to be precise (we timed it on his video camera!) but this time wasn't wasted as "Noddy" used it to film some ...
	Mike “Renegade” Brettle’s 3lb eel.
	Having tried all the traditional methods of calming his eel down, Mike attempts hypnosis.
	“Viking Dave” on an earlier session shows off his amazing “eel up the sleeve trick”
	Before long "Renegade", "Noddy" and myself were back in the car park ready to get started on night two.  New member Paul Bennett arrived along with his son and Dave Jones had also returned.  After a brief discussion, it was decided to move further up...
	Straight away, Dave began catching baiters, so I was able position my rods well before darkness and avoid the usual chaos of tripping over half my tackle in the dark!  The swim I had chosen was opposite barges, that, from the look of them had been mo...
	The rest of the night passed quietly for most of us, Paul Bennett had a two plus, (I later found out that this was his only fish of the night, his son having the Four pound fish when Paul let him strike the first run!) but that was the only other Eel...
	By Nick Rose.
	Hi Ladies and Gentlemen. You will have to excuse this report as it is very much the same as the one delivered at the winter social or it would have been if I had remembered to take it with me.
	Well this is our 40th year and it has been a down beat affair. I think all the controversy and in argument have combined to water down the enthusiasm and spirits of the more active members. I have said this before and I really hope I am not saying it...
	The response to the dinner dance was to say the least disappointing. Very few members actually returned the form sent out to say NO let alone Yes. But this is not surprising really as there has been a general trend in the specimen world away from thes...
	Our own winter social had only 10 members but Barry McConnell put us on a
	brilliant slide show with all his New Zealand slides and an insight into his Zander exploits actually showing all his best venues and I might add the swims he caught them from.  Thank you Barry for great afternoon.
	At the winter social we progressed further down the line of an NAC book. This is now our main project and for the next few years. Not only do we have to put the book together but also we are going to have to raise the finance. More will be heard about...
	At the AGM it was thought that we could have a sort of auction with some new and second hand tackle I had bought along to sell. It was a thought of mine to put the proceeds into the club funds towards the book. Steve Richo suggested an auction and it ...
	As for my self, well I have actually been out fishing again and enjoying it, I will be all fired up for the coming eel season so hopefully some big eels will come to the net.
	I would like to extend a huge thanks to Pat Huish who retired from being the treasurer and pasted the job on to Stuart, but due to personal circumstances beyond Stu`s control he has not been able to do the job. Pat bless her jumped back in and has car...
	We look forward to Stuart returning back to his enthusiastic self in the future.
	Also I would like to extend mine and the clubs condolences to Anthony and Jimmy Jolley for the sad loss of their mother last month, our thoughts are with you. Also Ken Ward who also has suffered a loss this last year, again our thoughts are with you.
	Jason’s 3lb – 08oz canal fish-in Eel.
	Well on that somber not there’s only left to say, have a happy Christmas and New Year and lets get motivated for 2003.
	By Dominic Pecheur.
	Part One. (A Great Start)
	In early September my fishing partner Chris and myself decided to go a bit further a field and try somewhere new.
	A 25 acre water was chosen in Suffolk. The “write-up” I found had said the water contained large carp and pike, the elusive bream shoals and eels to 6lb. Sounded promising, so we agreed on a Thursday session, day only, due to working on the Friday.
	Two weeks later we were off at 6 o-clock in the morning with another “fisher” by the name of Simon. At 7-15am we pulled into the car park and were greeted by a very nice looking water. We paid our money and trundled off to the far side of the horse-sh...
	Chris and Simon set up four rods each in the same swim, three rods each of the carp and a float rod for “bashing” the margins. I set up next door in between some trees.
	I decided on a maggot feeder to start with, cast into about 14 feet of water at about 50 yards out. It started well with small roach plus a couple of “skimmers” and perch straight away, so I changed on to the float. There was a 6 feet ledge in front o...
	In the mean time a bunch of lobs had been cast out to where I had been feeding earlier. Chris and Simon were catching some small fish from a set of lilies in front of them….but nothing to the carp rods yet.
	Five pound line to a size 16’s with double maggot and a 13 feet float rod was the “Noddy” set-up. Again it began well with some small roach and rudd from under the tree, with the occasional perch.
	“Brekky” was ordered and arrived at 10 o-clock ; bacon rolls with plenty of HP Brown Sauce and a large cup of tea….delivered right to your swim….lovely!!!
	More maggots deposited under the tree and more rudd, but these were getting bigger, up to a pound in weight, very nice indeed. The sun was out, we were all in T-shirts, it was a fish-a-chuck, all thoroughly enjoyable.
	Another handful of maggots under the tree with some more pellets and yet more lovely rudd. Then at 11 o’clock another sail-away on the float and what I thought was going to be another rudd, WRONG !!!!!
	I struck and immediately a large eel surfaced under the branches of the tree, “Oh my bloody God”, or something like that passed through my mind, but came out somewhat differently!!!
	I shouted for Chris to bring his landing net. The eel had gone on a short run over the shelf into the deeper water and was trying to bury itself in the bottom, judging by all the bubbles that were surfacing.
	Five minutes went by with much pulling and giving of line. This eel was not at all impressed but soon came to the surface. My worm rod had been thrown in the bushes to make room for landing and after half a dozen tries, the usual head in the net but i...
	Weighing and photos dealt with, a new personal best eel of 4lb – 07oz was returned to the water. What a result!!!
	With renewed enthusiasm it was back to the rudd. In the meantime, Chris and Simon had decided on live-baiting around their patch of lilies. Tiny float-fished roach or rudd courtesy of me resulted in some nice perch to about a pound….still nothing to t...
	More maggots under the tree and pellets resulted in more and more pound rudd. At 1 o’clock a lovely lift bite had me fighting what was clearly not a rudd. This fish followed the earlier eel with a dive off the ledge into the deeper water.
	Another shout for Chris for the large net and my second large eel was on the bank. At 3lb –08oz, this was fast becoming…..sorry…..this was  my best eel session and I wasn’t even trying.
	We packed up at 7 o’clock and this is when the bailiff came to see us and the conversation went like this.
	Bailiff  “Any good lads.”
	Us  “Loads of rudd and a pair of eels.”
	Bailiff  “Glad you had a good day.”
	Us  “We are coming back to have a go for your pike in a couple of weeks.”
	Bailiff  “If you ask me nicely I’ll let you fish one of my stock ponds.”
	Us  “Oh, what’s in it.”
	Bailiff  “Loads of pike to 40lb plus carp to 40lb with tons of bait fish if you want to live-bait.”
	Us  “How many rods and how much?”
	Bailiff  “You can use four rods and I’ll lat you have it for half price.”
	Us  “Done….see you in a couple of weeks.”
	Bailiff  “Remember, I don’t normally let people fish it, so it is an UNKOWN.”
	We came home with an air of anticipation; this was going to be a long two weeks at work.
	Part Two. (All is not as it seems)
	Chris, Simon and myself decided to go back to the Suffolk water on the week-end leading into the pike season. We were to arrive on Sunday lunch time, and leave on the Tuesday evening. The “management” indoors had given me the OK, so at 1 o’clock on Su...
	We met the bailiff in the car park.
	Bailiff  “Hello lads.”
	Us  “Hi, remember us ?”
	Bailiff  “Yes. You’ve come to fish my stock pond for the pike and carp.”
	Us  “Can’t wait, should be good.”
	Bailiff  “ Right then, four rods each is it, that will be £45.”
	Us  “Pardon.”
	Bailiff  “Well, under the normal rules it is only three rods in the stock pond, so because I’m letting you use four I’d better charge you full price.”
	Us  “Oh good.”
	Money paid we followed the bailiff around to the pond. (At this point it should be noted that the Chrysler Voyager is not very good whatsoever as an off-road vehicle).
	After five minutes of going through terrain resembling a Beirut war-zone, we arrived we arrived at the stock pond.
	Bailiff  “Here you go.”
	Us  “This is not a pond.”
	Bailiff  “Yes it is, but I’m not actually too sure what’s in it.”
	Us  “How many acres?”
	Bailiff  “ Fifteen, with depths to 20 feet.”
	Us  “And this is a stock pond.”
	Bailiff  “Like I said, I’m not too sure, it’s a bit unknown.”
	Us  “OK, but you have got plenty of pike in there, right?”
	Bailiff  “Well yes, but its unknown as to just how many.”
	Us  “And the carp and small fish?”
	Bailiff  “ Its  unknown how many carp, but it’s a bite-a-chuck for the roach and rudd.”
	Us  “ Where do we start?, what can you recommend?”
	Bailiff  “Your guess is as good as mine, but there are two swims right down the other end, like I said, its unknown.”
	Us  “Great, thanks for your help.”
	Bailiff  “Oh and by the way, no pike fishing after dark, carp only.”
	Us  “Smashing, see you on Tuesday.”
	Well this stock pond is actually an old gravel pit with no cover or features anywhere. And if there is one type of water I don’t like fishing its featureless “holes-in-the-ground”. This was not looking good. Well I might as well sum it up; Very, Very ...
	We tried everything;- live-baits, dead-baits, all manner of sea fish baits, boilies, worms and maggot. We ledgered, float-fished, drifted, wobbled and popped-up everything. The total result was five fish each with the largest coming to my rod on Sunda...
	By the time we finished we were exhausted. A gentle drive home and a good nights sleep were all it took for me to forget a nightmare of a trip, all that build up, for not a lot….oh well!!!.
	We are going back to fish the main lake at some time, but I’m not sure when.
	Well that was that and on to other things…..
	In the June issue of “Pike & Predator” Richard Huggett asks about alternative baits. I have briefly tried dead mice, however, it was not much of an attempt really. Just short evening sessions were tried on one of my local waters, but this does not dra...
	The dead mice were obtained frozen from my local reptile shop. To hook them a baiting needle was passed from near the front coming out of the mouth. The trace is then pulled through so that the hook is protruding from the mouse’s mouth. The body was t...
	The end of my pen is falling to bits so I’m going to call it a day.
	Tight lines,
	Dominic Pecheur
	From
	The Products Officer
	Mr Nick Rose, 131 Goosemoor Lane, Erdington, Birmingham.
	B23 5QG.

	Hooded Sweatshirts……………………….  price £18-50p   Plus postage of £2-20p
	Sweatshirts………………………………..   price £17-50p   Plus postage of £2-20p
	Polo Shirts………………………………..   price £15-00p   Plus postage of £1-20p

	T Shirts…………………………………… price £10-00p    Plus Postage of £1-20p
	***You can even have your name or nick-name embroidered on under the club badge at an extra
	cost of £3-00p***
	Sizes Are……Med   Lrg   X Lrg   XXLrg
	Chest Size….. 44      47        50           52
	Colours available are, Black, Bottle Green, Grey, Red and Burgundy.
	(Or if you want any other colour, just give me a ring on 0121 3736082)
	Other products include:-
	Woolly Hats……………………....price £6-50p  Plus Postage of 50p
	Cloth Badges……………………..price £4-65p      Plus Postage of 26p
	Car Stickers……………………...price £2-00p       Plus Postage of 26p
	Enamel Club Badge……………..price £3-00p      Plus Postage of 26p


	**NEW**   Enamel Eel Badge………..price £3-00p Plus Postage of 26p
	**** When ordering, please state Size, Colour and any Extras on the order you send with a cheque for the
	full amount, plus postage. No order will be processed without written confirmation plus a cheque for the full amount payable (a waiting period may be experienced due to the manufacturer needing a minimum of 6 items to process an order. I shall  advise...
	Polo Shirt
	&
	T Shirt
	Hooded
	Sweatshirt
	Enamel Club Badge
	Enamel Eel Badge
	Knife & Light
	This brilliant little knife is a most for any fisherman, whether  coarse, sea or game.  Its broad 3 inch stainless steel blade is razor sharp and has an easy to use thumb release locking mechanism. The handle is made from durable plastic, and incorpor...
	It’s bright LED illuminates the whole cutting area with a beam of red light making cutting precise and
	more importantly safe.
	This offer is exclusively
	for NAC Members and is priced
	at £2:50p plus P&P of -------.
	As an extra bonus you can even have your name engraved on the blade at no extra cost. Just contact Nick Rose or Peter Waterfield with your details.
	By B. E. Winalott.
	Soaked, John stood there- stood waiting with the rod in his hand, feeling the line for that tell-tale pull- with the rain plastering his hair to his head and rivulets of water streaming from his chin he waited.
	The run had developed amidst a powerful summer storm, hence his current predicament. Normally nothing would have induced him out from the shelter of his bivvie but this lake contained monsters, no small fish to pester the angler just great underwater ...
	Thunder rumbled and threatened overhead, lightening scarred the night sky with white fire. One such flash, so close and bright left the mark of the bolt seared upon his retinas. Closing his dazzled eyes the flash remained slowly fading into darkness b...
	The rain came down heavier than ever, but a warm clammy rain as if the sky was leaking gallons of sweat. The humidity was almost total even breathing was difficult in such a  high state of excitement; a man could drown in conditions such as these. He ...
	The water had been discovered through myths and legends disclosed by the locals under the influence of a few too many drafts of ale. The White Hart was not short of characters wishing to tell tales for a few free drinks.
	Solomon’s Pools had been there since the Ice Age, shrouded in secrecy; overgrown and wild they held a secret. The drinks had loosened tongues, stories of huge fish taking wild fowl from the surface and of monsters glimpsed in its murky depths. There w...
	Almost the instant he connected with the fish the rod was wrenched forward, a great throbbing motion, transmitted through the line to the rod left him in no doubt. The line began to sing as the pressure increased. Quickly he placed his hand over the s...
	Slowly the storm began to abate. The lightning flashed more rarely and less violently; the thunder rolled and muttered in the distance no longer booming overhead; the slimy flood from the sky turned back into simple rain.
	John stood in mud up to his ankles; it had not been a smart move fishing down by the waters edge but like most bad decisions it had seemed a good idea at the time. The long hot summer had caused the water levels to drop. Some twenty feet behind him th...
	The fish was winning; John could find no purchase in the slippery mud to exert control. Close by the shattered remains of a long dead tree poked through the mire offering a solid foothold. He lifted his right foot like a muddy club and flicked thick g...
	The rain was now reduced to a mere pattering of heavy droplets, heavy clouds scudded low across the sky outlined in the radiance of the moon and still man was pitted against fish. Only minutes had passed that to John must have seemed an eternity.
	Below the surface the old fish turned. It had known this pool for over a century and it new it well. Twenty feet below the surface the huge fish uncoiled and bolted towards the shore.
	Some ten years ago two local kids intent on impressing the girls had decided to steal the yellow Capri. After having their fun they found it a parking place at the bottom of Solomon’s pools. Hidden in the dark waters, time and corrosion set to work an...
	Fifteen feet from the bank a huge vortex split the surface, an eruption of bubbles burst releasing foul smelling gasses, a huge tail slapped the water and was gone. Dead leaves and clouds of silt eddied in the dying currents and John panicked.
	Winding like a man possessed the slack was retrieved and once again the line tightened on something big, immoveable. John moved forward, floundering in clinging mud, a huge lump growing in his chest, fear rising.
	The fish had gone. Winding the line through the rusted hulk and snapping it like cotton, she had swum back into the depths. This was a trick she had used more than once over her lifetime and age had not dulled the instinct to survive.
	A flurry of fresh rain galvanized John into activity. An agony of floundering and splashing before he reached the partially buried car and discovered his fears were true. The mighty creature he so desperately sought had won this time.
	Stumbling and tottering he regained the bank and firm ground. He felt no defeat only exhilaration at the battle he had experienced. From this point on he would have to rethink his approach; but at least he had turned the key, had passed through the do...
	As he packed up he paused to take in the night air and looked back just for a moment at the oily surface of Solomon’s Pool’s. I know you now creature of the dark, he muttered from under his breath. I know you and I will be back.
	He turned and walked slowly away but inside he knew. This place, the fish it contained here was his destiny.
	“Solomons Pools had been there since the Ice Age, shrouded in secrecy; overgrown and wild they held a secret.”
	By “The Mole”
	Following on from the last article, you have, with the help of a friend now purchased £1500,00 worth of tackle that is for the most part rubbish and in an attempt not to concur any more expense, you look for some cheaper advise from the book and video...
	In general you will find 4 types of book .
	1. Those Meadowsweet Days By Rupert Miles Dandy.
	2. Hook, Line and Sinker   By Bernard Collier.
	3. Fishing is a Science By Albert Eelstien.
	4. Eel Fishing the Easy Way by Ivor Longen.
	The first is a stroll through reed mace, touching the Master Wort down at the waters edge and smelling the gentle scent off the delicate flowers on the loosestrife. Setting your gear up on a bed of Water Avens, under a canopy of Giant Bogwort and Grea...
	After 100 pages of this you are ready to insert the book into one of poor Ruperts orifices side ways.
	No 2 is not un simaler to No 1 except that Rupert actually went out too fish for Eels at least 10 times a season and not spend his time talking about it like writer No 2 Bernard.  Bernard is a dreamer who thinks if he writes and talks about the subjec...
	He starts his book in poetic style, Barry is a fenman, and he is a race apart,
	A race of men and great anglers, yes Barry is a fen man. A race of cunning men and nature-wise by the winds that blow over the flat and loamy soil, land cut and seamed as is a wrinkled apple by the narrow drains and leams where the big eels live. Yes ...
	What we are all after is what tackle Barry uses, his rigs, baits and where he will cast. The trouble is poor old Bernard Collier (BC for short) can only talk a good session and does not actually go out fishing. What he does is collate all the info he ...
	No 3 Is a different Kettle of fish  (Try putting a fish into a kettle. Go on try it)
	Albert Eelstein is a new man, he used to be a country person in the woodman mould, rarely washing, spending weeks on the bank fishing, eating anything available, c**ping and p**sing any where available, even on his camo`s and actually catching a few e...
	Albert is not a chuck it and chance it man he researches every bait, rig rods and reels.  Rigs have become an obsession to him, all the old boys use the tried and tested rigs invented by our forefathers such as the JS rig. Albert has named it the Just...
	We all know JS stands for John Sidley but has any one out there met
	Pat Ern Aster the famous Irish rig inventor or Mr. Dyson who has made a fortune inventing his float ledger rig only to blow it all on a crap vacuum. Anyway Albert will spend the rest of his life trying to make the perfect eel rig only to discover Barr...
	That brings us to No 4 Ivor Longen. Now Ivor actually goes fishing and catches a few big eels and his book has some excellent advise with some fine pictures of big eels. The trouble is they are all the same eel taken from water to water and photograph...
	The video market is relatively new to us and though there are many out there don’t be fooled into thinking its as easy as it looks catching those eels, Its easy when you can zoom off to exotic locations like the Limey in Sunny Wigan, dragging a BBC fi...
	Talking of the old NAC, ex member Dave Holman made a couple of videos way back which were not to bad, one about canal fishing and one about lake fishing for eels and he actually caught Eels as well. He  used a kids blow up plastic dingy and in one nig...
	Still it made for some light entertainment during those winter months and Nick Rose had to copy him to catch his PB over a bed of cockles, which apparently took 6 months to build and was so big there was only 3 to 4 inches of water left.
	In his canal fishing video is an interesting bit about match fishing for eels using a Pole, Has any one tried it yet, it’s a crap method down here in the south but the one consolation is you catch plenty of bait for proper eel fishing.
	I have heard a rumor that Barry (Yes that’s “Barry is a Fenman” Barry) Has sold his worm business for a million and after loosing his money in an ill fated investment of a boat called the Titanic ( some Ice berg that was in the canal ) is spending hi...
	The trouble with eel videos is you generally catch the buggers at night and most eel anglers cannot afford the equipment to film all night just in case he gets a run. This has been a bit of a boon for the Fenman though cos NZ eels feed all the time so...
	If we all have a few bob to spare can I suggest we have a southern hemisphere fish/in, It may be the only chance some of the committee get to catching an eel
	and its bit like the author of “Hook line and Sinker”  Bernard “BC” Collier,  the best place for them is abroad.
	Just an up date on the NZ eels, The Fen man Barry has lead another expedition with his Boat and bed partner the Guerrilla ( The Guerrillas boat although much older and decrepit managed to dodge that iceberg ?? ) and apparently as  usual the guerrilla ...
	Any way these Videos rarely give you an idea on how to fish for Eels, just how to make a prat of you’re self-trying to pose with them for the camera. Stills are so much better you can throw them away if they are crap because there is usually at least...
	In the next  Bulletin we will finally reach the waters edge and try out your new tackle and test what you have learnt from the books and videos, this is where the fun starts  and the p**s taking gets better.
	Just remember this… Any similarities to any person or any other written article or any  offence taken by anyone who reads this or any further written articles, as stated in the last mag, I wholeheartedly say ….B*****S.
	Just read the back issues of Anguilla and it is all in there, can you be done for double libel  ??
	A message to any one left out of this article, don’t worry I will get you in the future.
	PS If anyone has comments on any of this article please pass them to the Mag man Jimmy Jolley, he will print them in a questions and answers page at the end of the next article. Only I can give the answers.
	An Introduction
	The next lot of material is something that I’ve had on my PC for over two years. It was “passed-on” to me by Anthony “BT” Jolley. The material is actually extracts from various scientific papers  prepared by numerous scientists throughout the world, a...
	Information supplied by Dr Ian J Winfield
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	NATURAL ENVIRONMENT RESEARCH COUNCIL.
	(25TH OCTOBER, 2000.)
	Record 1 of 22  ASFA 19972000/06
	Seasonal variations in time and space utilization by radiotagged yellow eels Anguilla anguilla (L.) in a small stream.
	Baras,E.; Jeandrain,D.; Serouge,B.; Philippart,J.C.
	2. Conf. on Fish Telemetry in Europe, La Rochelle (France), 59 Apr 1997
	Hydrobiologia 1998 vol. 371372, no. 13, pp. 187198
	Seven yellow eels (572643 mm, 318592 g) Anguilla anguilla (L.) were tagged with surgically implanted radio transmitters (activity circuit, 1.61.7g) and tracked in the A stream, a small (width < 5 m, depth from 0. 1 to 1.2 m), densely populated (ca. 25...
	Record 2 of 22  ASFA 19972000/06
	Olfactory cues play a critical role in the estuarine migration of silverphase American eels.
	Barbin,G.P.; Parker,S.J.; McCleave,J.D.
	EnvironBiolFish 1998 vol. 53, no. 3, pp. 283291
	Estuarine migration of anosmic and control silverphase American eels was examined during the fall spawning migration. Ultrasonic telemetry was used to track seventeen control and eight anosmic silver eels through 32 km of the Penobscot Estuary, Maine,...
	(approximately 7.5 d) of release and the other six had not left within 9 d. Most control eels progressed rapidly to the mouth of the estuary within a few days. Anosmic eels spent more time in the estuary and demonstrated different behavior from contro...
	Record 3 of 22  ASFA 19972000/06
	Chemo-attraction of upstream migrating glass eels Anguilla anguilla to earthy and green odorants.
	Sola,C.
	ENVIRON.BIOL.FISHES 1995 vol. 43, no. 2, pp. 179185
	The study investigates the sensitivity and the chemotaxis of glass eels (Anguilla anguilla) caught during upstream migration with respect to freshwater solutions of 8 pure chemicals with earthy or green odor; 2methyl3methoxypyrazine; 2isobutyl3methox...
	Record 4 of 22  ASFA 19972000/06
	Habitat use by the fish assemblages of two chalk streams.
	Prenda,J.; Armitage,P.D.; Grayston,A. J.
	FISHBIOL. 1997 vol. 51, no. 1, pp. 6479.
	Patterns of habitat use by fish assemblages in two chalk streams in southern England were examined to identify species preferences with respect to major habitat gradients. Both study sites, although differing in some physical habitat characteristics,...
	Record 5 of 22  ASFA 19972000/06
	Factors affecting upstream and downstream migration in anadromous European salmonids and catadromous eel.
	Hansen,L.P.; Jonsson,N.; Jonsson,B. International Counc. for the Exploration of the Sea, Copenhagen (Denmark), Anadromous and Catadromous Fish Comm.
	Counc. Meet. of the Int Counc. for the Exploration of the Sea, Aalborg (Denmark), 2129.
	Sep 1995.
	CopenhagenDenmark ICES 26 pp Authors address: Norwegian Institute for Nature Research, Tungasletta 2, N7005 Trondheim, Norway.
	Outward migration in salmonids and eels from freshwater to sea are influenced by photoperiod, water temperature and flow. Photoperiod is the zeitgeber', determining the seasonal migration, whereas the two others are fine tuning the actual timing of d...
	Record 6 of 22  ASFA 19781987
	Thermal preferences in upstream migrating glasseels of Anguilla anguilla (L.).
	Tongiorgi,P.; Tosi,L.; Balsamo,M.
	J.FISHBIOL. 1986. vol. 28, no. 3, pp. 501540.
	The effect of temperature on the migratory behaviour of European glasseels, A. anguilla , during the first stages of their ascent into inland waters has been investigated. Very little research has documented the thermal preferences of glasseels, most...
	Record 7 of 22  ASFA 19781987
	Sampling Eels.
	Koops,H.
	GUIDELINES FOR SAMPLING FISH IN INLAND WATERS.
	Backeil,T.;Welcomme,R.L.eds.
	FA0,RomeItaly 1980. no. 33 pp. 159166.
	The methods used for the sampling of eels, Anguilla, are described. The author discusses the sampling of upstreammigrating small eels and the behaviour and sampling of adult eels. A review of the fishing gear used for catching eels is presented.
	Record 8 of 22  ASFA 19781987
	Tracking of silver eels (Anguilla anguilla L.) in different shelf areas of the northeast Atlantic. /[Presented at: ICES/EIFAC Symposium; Helsinki (Finland); 9 Jun 1976].
	Tesch. F. W.(Biol. Anst. Helgoland, Palmai lie9,2000Ham burg50, G FR)
	/[Presented at: ICES/EIFAC Symposium Helsinki (Finland) 9 Jun 1976]. In:Eelresearchandmanagement. Thurow,Fed. (no. 174) Jul 1979.
	Twelve silver eels tagged with ultrasonic transmitters were released in the Baltic Sea, the North Sea, and the Bay of Biscay, near the west Spanish coast, and tracked for 4 to 47 h. Except for one specimen, they showed continuous or interrupted movem...
	when eels encountered isolines of 20 to 40 m depth running perpendicular to their mostly western courses. This was followed by a change of course, usually to the north or to the south. The directional tendency of tracking in all areas included in thes...
	Record 9 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	Influence of geomagnetism on the activity and orientation of the eel, Anguilla anguilla (L.), as evident from laboratory experiments.
	Tesch,F.W.; Wendt,T.; Karlsson,L.
	ECOL.FRESHWAT.FISH 1992 vol. 1, no. 1, pp. 5260
	Bibliogr.: 38 ref.
	Studies were performed with both a mechanical and a photo-sensory arrangement of the experimental tanks. Silver (migratory) eels (Anguilla anguilla) were more active than yellow (stationary) eels. Comparison of pooled data on yellow eels tested under ...
	Record 10 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	Experimental test of environmental factors influencing the seaward migration of European silver eels Voellestad,L.A.; Jonsson,B.; Hvidsten,N.A.; Naesje,T.F.*
	J.FISHBIOL. 1994 vol. 45, no. 4, pp. 641651.
	In this study we test which environmental factors are influencing the migratory behaviour of seaward migrating silver European eels Anguilla anguilla in a Norwegian river. We test this by transplanting tagged silver eels upriver after catching them i...
	Record 11 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	Effects of eel (Anguilla anguilla L.) removals from selected sites of a stream on its subsequent densities LobonCervia,J.; Bernat,Y.; Rincon,P.A.
	HYDROBIOLOGIA 1990 vol. 206, no. 3, pp. 207216
	We assessed the effect of eel (Anguilla anguilla) removal from three sites of a Cantabrian stream upon its subsequent densities. In the first sample (Sept. 1986) numbers and densities were estimated as 43, 45 and 84 ind and 3490, 3030 and 3750 ind/ha....
	estimated. The recolonization of these sites experimentally depleted of eels, is a slow process that lasts for, at least, two years. (DBO)
	Record 12 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	Feeding selectivity of the American eel Anguilla rostrata (LeSueur) in the upper Delaware River. Denoncourt,C.E.; Stauffer, J. R Jr.
	AM.MIDL.NAT. 1993. vol. 129, no. 2, pp. 301308.
	The population of American eels Anguilla rostrata (LeSueur) residing in the Upper Delaware River was sampled monthly from May through August 1986. Gastric examination of 325 eels captured by electro-fishing revealed that 154 (47%) were empty and 171 ...
	Record 13 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	Are eels (Anguilla anguilla L.) planktonic feeders? Evidence from parasite communities.
	Kennedy,C.R.; Nie,P.; Kaspers,J.; Paulisse,J.
	J.FISHBIOL. 1992. vol. 41, no. 4, pp. 567580.
	Metazoan parasite communities of eels Anguilla anguilla were investigated in 3 rivers and one lake in Devon. 21 spp of parasite, the majority of the British eel parasite fauna, were recorded. Parasite communities in the 3 rivers were similar to each ...
	Record 14 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	Patterns in the life history of anguillid eels.
	Helfman,G.S. (23.) Congress in New Zealand, (Hamilton (New Zealand)), 8 Feb 1987 CONGRESSINNEWZEALAND1987.PROCEEDINGS. Sladecek,V.ed. 1988. vol. 23, no. 3 pp. 16631669.
	The data analysis indicates a relatively strong concordance between predicted and observed traits in the life history attributes of Australasian anguillids. The degree of agreement suggests that hypotheses generated with data primarily from the Ameri...
	Record 15 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	Energy tradeoffs and foraging mode choice in American eels.
	Helfman,G.S.; Winkelman,D.L. ECOLOGY. 1991. vol. 72, no. 1, pp. 310318.
	American eels (Anguilla rostrata ) use three different modes when handling food: Suction, shaking, and spinning (rotational feeding). We investigated mode selection and mode switching during foraging in terms of relative costs and benefits of differe...
	Record 16 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	Orientation mechanisms in migrating European silver eel (Anguilla anguilla ): Temperature and olfaction. Westin,L.
	MAR.BIOL. 1990. vol. 106, no. 2, pp. 175179.
	Bibliogr.: 33 ref.
	The migration pattern of silver eel (Anguilla anguilla ) in the Baltic is documented. The background of all the eels used was the same. They came from a 1980 stocking program and had been imported from France as glass eels. When migrating these stock...
	Record 17 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	Variability of mouth width in European eel, Anguilla anguilla , in relation to varying feeding conditions in three Dutch lakes.
	Lammens,E.H.R.R.; Visser,J.T.
	ENVIRON.BIOL.FISH. 1989. vol. 26, no. 1, pp. 6375.
	Mouth widths of eels (Anguilla anguilla ) in three Dutch lakes were compared relative to feeding conditions over two years. Average mouth width varied by season and year and per lake. Of two groups of feeding specialists distinguished in each populat...
	Record 18 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	Observations on movements of yellow eels, Anguilla anguilla L., after displacement from coastal waters to sea.
	Rossi,R.; Bianchini,M.; Carrieri,A.; Franzoi,P.
	J.FISHBIOL. 1987. vol. 31, no. 2, pp. 155164.
	Four groups of yellow eels were marked by freezebranding and released at an opensea point 5 miles offshore. Of the 2137 eels released, 453 (21.2%) were recaptured over a 1month period. The percentage recaptured is not independent of either fish size o...
	Record 19 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	Diel foraging activity of American eels, Anguilla rostrata (Lesueur), in a Rhode Island Estuary. Sorensen,P.W.; Bianchini,M.L.; Winn,H.E.
	FISH.BULL. 1986. vol. 84, no. 3, pp. 746747 This study sought to describe the diel foraging patterns of wild estuarine American eels by monitoring capture rates in baited eel traps on a 24h basis.
	Record 20 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	Agonistic behaviour and growth in the European eel, Anguilla anguilla L., in relation to warmwater aquaculture.
	Knights,B.
	F.S.B.I. Symposium on Fish Behavior, Bangor (UK), Jul 1986 J.FISHBIOL. 1987. vol. 31, no. 2, pp. 265276.
	Agonistic behaviours were studied at high densities and in tournament experiments with pairs of small eels (Anguilla anguilla ) with and without prior isolation. Although innate differences probably exist, eels appear to learn their average positions...
	Record 21 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	A note on the feeding behaviour of the eel Anguilla anguilla (L.) in aquaria.
	Heerdt,G.ter; Nie,H.W.de
	ARCH.HYDROBIOL. 1987. vol. 109, no. 3, pp. 471475 Incl. 13 ref.
	The searching and catching behaviour of 6 small eels (1528 cm long) foraging on Chironomus plumosus larvae burrowed in a peat substrate has been registered. The handling time rapidly increased when the larval densities become lower than 500 ind. m sup...
	Record 22 of 22  ASFA 19881996
	Behaviour of eel, Anguilla anguilla , in a circular aquarium with an electric field. Pyatnitskiy,I.I.; Stepanova,N.A. JACHTHYOL. 1986. vol. 26, no. 5, pp. 168170 An examination was made of the behavior of eel (Anguilla anguilla ) in an electric field ...
	By Peter Waterfield.
	Four years ago I took up serious eel fishing, and after numerous accidental pike captures through the hours of darkness, even through frosts, fog and terrible weather conditions, I decided not to use trebles and only use single hooks
	This decision initially came about because the pike where very easy to unhook, but since using singles and totally disregarding trebles I have found the pros far out number the cons.
	The first rig I used was one shown to me by the members of the National Anguilla Club, this set up works brilliantly and keeps the hook stood proud of the bait fishes flank, this rig involved a T bar, ledger stop and baiting needle; (see diagram 1). ...
	In my mind the use of hair rigs would be a great advantage for numerous reasons, less deep hooked fish, book trailing behind baitfish totally unmasked, less damage to a live bait i.e. not nicking two trebles through its flank or passing baiting needl...
	The answer came to me totally out of the blue, perhaps inspired by hours of shopping and not really being interested in the clothes shown to me on hangers by my wife but by the tiny nylon tags that they where labelled with.  The answer is a small pal...
	Later that week a took delivery of one tagging/ labelling gun bought from a shop-fittings store in Manchester, at a cost of about nine pounds, and five thousand tags for a couple of pound, the tags come in strips of about twenty and load directly int...
	After a couple of sessions this is the rig 1 came up with and have been using since, (see fig; 1-5).  A small four or six mm stainless ring is tied knotless knot style to sit on the shank of the hook, the hooks I use are E.S.P. big T raptor of any si...
	Fig 1
	The Day-glow Pink Labelling Gun
	Fig 3
	Needle of Gun past through bait
	Fig 2
	Hook Length and Tags
	The needle on the gun is passed through the tall root of the bait fish be it live or dead, then through the stainless ring on the hook, pull the trigger and that's it instant hair rigged bait.
	These are the pros and cons as I see it.
	PROS;
	1.   Speed in which a fish is baited up and back in the water fishing.
	2. Less handling and damage of baitfish.
	3. Less scent passed from hands to bait due to quickness of application.
	4. Hook trailing behind bait totally unmasked.
	5. Less chance of fish being deep hooked, all my fish on this rig have been lip hooked.
	6. If in the event of a fish being deep hooked single hooks are better because they don't block the fishes throat like trebles can.
	7. If no runs are fourth coming the tag can be cut and bait fish released relatively unhurt or used again if your using dead-baits.
	CONS;
	1. Having to use a bright day-glow pink gun!  Perhaps other people could find one in a
	better colour.
	Fig 4
	Needle past through ring tied to a E.S.P Big T Raptor Hook
	Fig 5
	Finished “Hiar Rig” Set-up
	Fig 4
	Needle past through ring tied to a E.S.P Big T Raptor Hook
	Fig 6
	N.A.C. Rig adapted for fishing live baits for eels.
	I have made up rigs for other members of the three clubs that I am a member of,  N.A.C. Z.A.C. and P.A.C. The people that are using the rig seem to be having good results, especially when one fellow N. A. C. member phoned me a couple of weeks ago and...
	By Nick Rose.
	I recently spoke to our own southern lad Steve Rickets (Christ I nearly said Beefcake then) about when his new eel fishing book was coming out and he told me that it had been sent back from the publishers after a year or so saying they did not want to...
	Anyway I am sure Steve doesn’t mind me mentioning the new eel book out, as it is the first for ages.  It is called “The Book of Eels” by Tom Fort published by Harper Collins. Tom Who I hear you say. Tom Fort is the fishing correspondent for the Financ...
	I have only just obtained it and have not had time to read it before the mag goes out so here is a short bit about it.   At a glance it is not about eel fishing but about Eels. History, biology, life cycle, all the types of eel in the world and lots...
	It is not a rival for Steve’s book or the other way round.
	It looks well written and Very well researched so it must have a place on any eel angler’s bookshelf.
	I wrote this review before I had read it because its Christmas and you would have a chance to hint to your loved ones that a new book may be in order. Good Luck.   Nick.
	By Chris Siddall
	(From “Pike & Predators”, Issue 59, October 2002)
	No you have not misread the title and it is not a misprint.
	This is an article I have been thinking of writing for many years now but have always been concerned about the reception it would get from the specimen-angling world.
	The reason for this concern is that what I am about to suggest goes against one of the most basic principles of specimen angling which goes back to the days of Richard Walker (the inventor of specimen hunting).
	This being the completely unchallenged belief that all fish caught should be released.
	With regard to Richard Walker I believe that the chapter “Introduction: On Catching Big Fish” which appeared in his book “Still Water Angling” first published in 1953 is the single most important piece of angling prose ever printed. Much of the book i...
	Anyway back to the point.
	Back in the late seventies or early eighties the newly formed PAC (of which I was a founder member), started a campaign to “Put Pike Back”. This was an attempt to educate the non-pike angling public to respect a fish, which had been previously wrongly...
	Shortly after this a certain Mr J Sidley took it upon himself to instigate a similar campaign for the benefit of the humble freshwater eel (Anguilla Anguilla). At the time it was pointed out that a large eel could well be in excess of 50 years old and...
	Now there is no question that John caught a lot of big eels in his career and was a well-meaning man but I have for a long time thought that he caught the eels he did in spite of how he fished rather than because of the way he fished. His tackle and m...
	I will go further and suggest that virtually all the anglers reading this piece will have never for one second questioned the wisdom of the sentiment to return eels put forward by J. S.
	By now there is a good chance that you think I am a complete nutter. Maybe even a bloodthirsty eel murderer. This could not be further from the truth as I have the utmost respect for large eels, as I firmly believe that they offer the greatest challen...
	So why do I say don’t put eels back?
	First I will ask another question.
	Why do we put any fish back?
	I believe there are two reasons.
	Firstly, in the case of specimen fish, is to allow a large specimen which has the genes to pass on to future stocks to breed thus keeping up the strain of above average fish in the specific water. This is obviously a good reason if we want to continue...
	Secondly, again with specimen fish in particular, to allow other anglers to have the chance to catch a special fish and often a fish of a lifetime. A good example of this was the 31lb 12oz my father caught and returned in 1978, which I captured and re...
	I have no problem with these reasons and for almost all fish they hold true apart from one exception, the eel.
	Why do they not apply to eels?
	The first point is fairly self-explanatory, but just in case there is someone reading this who doesn’t already know I will say it. Eels do not reproduce in this country; they originate from the Sargasso Sea to where most will one day return. Therefore...
	The second point is not so clear-cut, but I believe this reason for returning does also not apply to eels.
	This is going to be an impossible task to prove 100% as there will always the odd exception, but I will state “virtually all big eels caught on rod and line never get caught again”.
	How can I come up with such a statement?
	Well in my fairly extensive experience of eel angling I can think of numerous occasions when a very special large eel has been captured from a small totally enclosed water and subsequently released. The waters have subsequently been subjected to a vas...
	It is also true that in eel angling when you discover a water that contains large eels the best fish are usually taken early on in any campaign and the catch rate will usually tail off, often to the point that no more eels can be caught and you will b...
	It is also thought by some professional eel suppliers that if an eel so much as gets pricked let alone caught that it will leave the water.
	As I have said this theory is very difficult to prove and if you look hard enough you may find a few instances, which do not adhere to this theory, but I firmly believe that by enlarge it is true.
	Therefore if you accept that the eel you are proposing to return will never get caught again then the second reason for returning eels does not apply.
	Why do eels not get caught for a second time?
	There are three possible reasons
	1) The eel dies from the stress of capture.
	2) The eel leaves the water after being returned.
	3) The eel becomes so tackle conscious and wise that it is able to evade capture in the future.
	I personally believe the latter two are the most likely but it is only a guess.
	If you believe in what I have said so far then we should agree that there are no advantages to returning an eel as it will not breed and it will not get caught again.
	This in itself whilst disappointing that there are no advantages to returning eels would not be sufficient to prevent me from doing so. Unfortunately this is not the end of the matter as I also believe that not only are there no advantages to returnin...
	This point will be even more difficult to prove but I believe that when you return an eel to a water it is somehow able to pass on the distress at being captured to the other eels in the water therefore making them even more elusive if not totally imp...
	Fellow Anguilla Club member Barry McConnell relayed the best example of this behaviour I have heard of to me. Having caught a large eel he placed the eel in a sack and carried on to fish. After a while he became aware of a disturbance by the sack. On ...
	This sort of behaviour would explain why, when we don’t see what is happening in a water, that eels become impossible to catch.
	Now don’t get me wrong I am not saying that if you don’t return any eels to a water you will catch all the eels in a water at the same rate as the first session but I am saying you will extend the productive period and catch more eels than if you had ...
	I don’t know if I have convinced you as what I am suggesting go against the very principle of what is accepted in specimen angling. However what you must understand is that eels are different to any other fish we have in our waters in several ways.
	So where do we go now? Assuming you have digested what I have said so far, you have caught a big eel and you do not want to return it, what do you do?
	Basically you have two choices, one is unacceptable, and one is illegal.
	First the unacceptable one. This is to kill the eel. I do not believe that even if you could accept that there is no benefit to returning eels and that there is even a distinct disadvantage that you could bring yourself to actually kill it. I quite ag...
	Next the illegal one. This is to return the eel to a different water or a different area. This is the option I would recommend even though it is technically illegal. The rules regarding the movement of fish between waters without the necessary paperwo...
	Moving/transferring eels. If an eel is caught from a canal or river you can return it to the same water but in a different area well away from the point of capture, this is within the law but achieves your aim. If an eel is caught from a still water i...
	Well I’ve said it now and I expect there will be some response to what I have said. No doubt there will be criticisms but before you fly off the handle take the blinkers off, think about what I have said and accept the fact that eels are different and...
	(Resistance Concepts for Eels)
	By Damian “The Burglar” Wood
	For many years I have been playing with the concept that if eels can be instantly hooked via fixed rigs, or other concepts, would this eliminate some of the major problems we eel anglers come across. First of all we will have to identify the aims and ...
	The reason for devising these method and tactics, is to hopefully cut down many different aspect we eel anglers come across and have been for many years through various people in the club trying different concepts and theories. All I’m going do is go ...
	The main problems we are always having are missed strikes, deep hooking, aborted takes and aborted runs. I’m not going into all the reasons just refer to the article me and Jimmy wrote called “Pressurising Eels” (Instead of me going over it all again ...
	How this came about:
	For many years now both Jimmy and myself have been fishing basically the same water for eels, from past articles you should be well aware of the eels that have been extracted from this particular water ( I use the term water loosely). And for this rea...
	So I’m going to list some of the problems that me and Jimmy have come across over the 7 seasons fishing the same stretches, and how we have gone about trying to solve the problems that have appeared about this certain eel population, but the approach ...
	● They have very some heads for their size.
	● They have become wary of certain baits and presentations for a duration of time.
	● Lack of runs due to a low population to water area volume.
	● Immeasurable size of their territorial area.
	● Run to hooking ratio using running rigs and single hooks.
	● Large average catch size of eel population.
	In these high-lighted areas there are more in-depth scenarios to consider alone with out the involvement of moon phases, water temperature, air and barometric pressure and the weather, I could go on. All I’m going to do is come up with possible soluti...
	So where do we start? Mainly at the eel it’s self, especially the most important bit the head. As you can see from the diagram on the next page, the eels I fish for have very small heads compared to the rest of their bodies.
	Only recently have I actually sat down and took a hard long look at the eels head and the differences between these eels and their fish eating brethrens. Also we will guide you through the progression via our rigs and our ideals that both me and my fi...
	Where did it all start?
	As you can see from the diagrams the eels head are small, but is slightly long in the mouth, combined with a small set of eyes and a large protective shield over the eyes( My own view on this is that their eyes may see in infer-red or more accurately ...
	The baits we used where between about 3-4 inches long, as runs on smaller fish were very low due to the boom in population of fish from 2-3 inches (Casting a blade of grass in a field full of cows), and the fact  that a bigger bait sends out more vibr...
	One thing I decided to do this year and for the future, was to measure the width of  the eels  heads and the length of the mouths when captured. This is to find out the area that I had to strike at and secondly how not to deep-hook an eel at the same ...
	To give you an idea on the sizes of  an eel from where I fish, I will give you some measurements. An eel I had this year (October 5th 2002) weighed 5lb 01oz, it’s measurements where 40 inches long, with a girth of 9 inches, an inch wide head and a 1.2...
	Due to the low population and lack of fishing time, it was very frustrating for the both of us to miss run after run. So I started to think of instant hooking rigs to cut the ratio down of hook-ups to run ratio, at the same time Jimmy was experimentin...
	The next season the both us decided to use a two hook system ( I know what you are thinking about the thought of having two stuck in an eel, but due to the size of the heads and the position of the hooks and the size of the baits used, the probabiliti...
	The Raptor Hook-link
	As any rig I design  personally has to have the first question answered “ how can the eel escape safely if the worst happened  mainly a break-off”, as the eels safety comes first. Another consideration was in the process of the fight itself. What woul...
	Where to put the hooks was down to baits we got back as the signs where there to see, bearing in mind we are still taking off-bottom rigs, due to canal snags and past experience which our past results speaks itself using these methods.
	As you can see from the diagram there are two hook  to the rig the first  hook has an extended stiff silicone rig tube, while the other hook has soft silicone over it . The second hook is sliding, so it will fit any size section or live bait used, sec...
	This causes the first hook to bend out of the way, like a retractable claw as shown in the second diagram. This will reduce the eel getting hooked twice and also snagging the net when landing
	the eel.
	At first it wasn’t that successful in hook-up to run ratio, but when I decided to down scale the hooks to a size 8 ESP Stiff-rigger.
	The baits we were using  are roughly 3-4 inch live baits, but still we weren’t connecting with the fish, when we did get the bait back it seemed as if the eels knew where the hooks were. I now this isn’t possible (All this was prior to thinking about ...
	It was also happening with sections which I started to use from then on because of the poor hook-up rate to run ratio on live-baits. The head where crushed and it seemed they where hitting the bait between the hooks no matter how they where positioned.
	The first result was an eel of 2lb 08oz, which was lipped hooked. This was presented on a semi-fixed sunken paternoster rig. Due to fishing this rig I found a few more things about how much resistance we could get away with, and further more I was bec...
	I started to visualise a good understanding of the rig and the method that was being used, also what the eel was doing once it had taken the bait, which brought me to the conclusion  that I could introduce fully fixed rigs, but there was still a lot o...
	I will explain the type of takes I got on this method so you can understand the next progression I made to how I fish today. My rigs and fishing concept went through a dramatic change from then on. The reason for this was the runs I  received when fis...
	The only indication I got was a drop-back on the indicators and  a slack line. It seemed the eel was grabbing the bait from underneath and running side ways picking up a 2.5 oz lead on the way, the weight of the lead didn’t seem to bother them one bit...
	Due to the indication I now received, I started to enhance the drop-back registration by adding two 5 gram weights to the “Solar indicator heads, plus changing the clips to the “Solar stainless heavy “Ball clips”, putting about 20 grams extra on the i...
	This is a habit I can’t get out of, but on picking the rod up next and pulling back on the line you can feel the eel jagging on the end where upon I would wind down and the eel was on. This is nothing to do with my confidence or the effectiveness of t...
	Foot-note: Normally  you would see a nice drawing of the rig in the magazine, but this is how most of my rigs start before I make them up in a physical form, by sketches and designs with notes. There could be as many as ten of these drawings per rig, ...
	Even though I know the eel is already on now I still do it? Old habits die hard I guess, but will dissipate in time.
	The next year (Last season 2002), both Jimmy and I were still using live-baits and sections for most of the season , that’s when we did eventually go out ,as  for me personally I had started a new job and was also studying for a Further Education Teac...
	So when I eventually got out, and a run did occur, I wanted to connect with the culprit as it may be up to a month before I could get out again. At this point an integration of a fixed rig presentation hopefully would increase the catch rate for the l...
	But it still had to be presented off the bottom for obvious reasons. So this is what I came up with, but it isn’t just the rig it self, it’s the way I fish it that makes it work, plus a good understanding of the physics behind the method and how the e...
	The rig:
	In its make-up the rig is very simple in its self, it’s the method and concept that makes it seem complicated. The diagram is self explanatory, but I will mention a few things about it. The soft shock beads are pushed over 0.75 mm soft silicone tubing...
	That’s why the cork balls have a wider bore so it passes over the silicone tub and everything slide down towards the lead when the fish is on, an advantage over the conventional “Dyson” as you are not trailing any line behind. If there is a break then...
	To explain about how the rig works it may read as if I’m going too and fro at times, but we have to look at what happens on the initial take in a whole, also why certain things happen, for example what happens after it puts it’s mouth around the bait ...
	Like I mentioned before we have to look at the eel itself (I know what you are probably thinking he can’t know that happens) I’m not saying its fact or an assumption, I don’t know exactly what it is maybe insight who knows? But first I’ll have to expl...
	So what may possibly happen when a run occur:
	Due to fishing with very tight clips and using a fixed off-bottom method combined with a heavy lead, and bending the rods around to the rig itself, there is an immeasurable amount of pressure on the rig including a taking eel.
	A: Due to the eel having to raise it’s eel head off the bottom in order to take the bait, then move off in reverse again the eel has to lower itself, another alternative is the eel moving off straight away, either way more than one action is made by t...
	C: Due to the clips being super-tight and very hard to pull by even for my self, which violently rattles the rod tip round to the rig as the eel pulls the float and link down, the only thing that will move lastly of all is “B” the lead, at this point ...
	B: Due to the clip being tight as the eels tries to move away the only thing left to move is a 3oz lead at this point the eel is already hooked and when the lead moves this is what gives me the drop-back and a slack line, with the eel not moving far a...
	I still fish with an open bail arm just in case as you never know, only the 5lber ran a very short distance which was probably in a reverse mode from the rig, it took about 3 feet of line then stopped .
	All the runs I have had fishing this method has resulted in the eel being perfectly lipped hooked, only afterwards certain other aspects started to emerge that would be beneficial to the eels welfare.
	One of the changes Jimmy and I discussed about was transferring back to the usage of worms again after it had been about two to three seasons ago we used them last, on many occasions after the first successful year we didn’t get a tap on them for a lo...
	I don’t know what made me use the type of hook-link I do,  it seems to have a great anti-ejection rate for carp and that’s the “Withy-Pool Rig”. Why use it for eels? They’re a few aspects of the make-up of the hook-link that intrigued me and could be ...
	Another different aspect I looked at was how to hook the worms on. I started to thread the worms on the shrink wrap and hooking the loose parts on the hook, so it became a tighter ball of worms, this also stopped the worms from flying off the hook-lin...
	The texture of the worms is also important as they should be quite tough and not sloppy, making them easy to pull off with very little effort, the eel may on occasions possibly just sit their and pluck at them, so eliminate those loose ends the best y...
	The worms are threaded on with a baiting needle, not an easy task and side hooking the tail and head parts finishing off with a piece of silicone shoved over the top to show the point of the hook and removing the access, leaving the minimal of danglers.
	With the shrink-wrap being quite stiff when the eel engulfs the worms and moves down or away the link will straighten, but reacts like a coiled spring when all the tension is released the hook-link retracts back and cups the out side of the eels mouth...
	This is the first thing to be seen when the eel is on the banking which is a refreshing change as they say, is a perfectly lipped hooked eel and witness by Peter.
	So what conclusions have I come up with from all  the research and observation I have made about these specific eels and other areas of eel fishing as far as eliminating or reducing deep hooking, missed strikes, aborted takes and runs, also eels in ge...
	To create the right combination for an efficient “Bolt-rig” certain actions and reactions on both parties have to amalgamate together for it to work at its best performance:
	A. First of all the bait has to be either completely off the bottom or even popped –up off the bottom, utilising the natural movement of the eel to make the rig effective. Using braid and bending the rods to the rig, combined with the usage of tight c...
	Loop
	When the bait is popped-up of the bottom using a standard running ledger tactic, this will cause other problems that have to be analysed, processed and developed in the future to come, but not impossible.
	B. You have to take into consideration the hook-able surface area of the specific eels you are targeting, and adjust your hooks and baits to suit the width of  the heads of that waters inhabitants, unfortunately this can only be achieved in either see...
	If your eels have large hook-able surface areas  for example when using lives and section dead bait a single hook may be sufficient, if not a two system may be needed, meaning that you have to make alterations from water to water and depending on the ...
	C. Another factor to consider is the bait in it self, how it is presented, how to hook it, how many hooks to use,  what size to use and if the in case of using worms how many to use all this aspect can be a make or break on the effectiveness of the wh...
	D. The average size of the eels from your water. In my case (I’m extremely fortunate in this aspect as the average size of eels is quite high (The average eel weight is 4lb 06oz). Your waters may differ in most cases.
	Before I was using worms and still on the sections, some times the bait would come back with the sides of the baits crushed, due to the width of the eels head compared to the width of the bait used. Next time  the worms die off again, and I have to ch...
	Further additions and future developments and ideas:
	Something else I have been trying recently is using a hi-flavoured dosage paste, which Jimmy made for me, but as yet this has come to the end of this season and will be utilised and developed next year. Other ideas have also been thought of and some i...
	The first thing to do is it to look at the past 4 season that was productive in a statistical approach.
	I could probably pick a section of these reading and write an article on it alone. I had to round the figures to the nearest decimal as the were recurring numbers for most, but this is just a generalised result table to explain the initial reason I st...
	Footnote: Remember what some members believe, or have written about in the past about run depletion after you have a few eels out from a heavily targeted water and look at the changes in, rigs, baits and methods and the run rate compared to hours fish...
	Once I studied my quarry in depth and started to device a better hook-up method to cut down the hook-up to run ratio factor for those particular eels. Even though it is still early days it looks promising with worm baits (More eels need to put on the ...
	As for eel conservation it is looking good with an elimination, or a mass reduction of deep-hooking, missed strikes and aborted runs and takes on certain baits and method development. With the survival rate of the eel after capture increasing ten fold...
	My own personal thoughts about the N.A.C:
	The original reason I joined the N.A.C in the first place, was to gather information and better my own personal catch rate and later share the developments I have made over the years in particular specialist fishing for big eels . As I’ve matured with...
	This is maybe down to the in-house controversy that seems to keep raising its ugly head on one aspect or another, and the lack of response from members about articles that are produced in the mag, maybe a forum or discussion page should be included in...
	This has been tried before and the response has been very poor, and it seems the same people are writing or contributing to the club in other areas, this begs the questions, how many active eel anglers do we have in the club? Even though some members ...
	I feel personally all these attributes has delayed development and gathering more information about our intended quarry, we should be thinking more about what we are doing as a whole, instead of just lobbing a bait out and living with the problems, ho...
	The British Carp Study Group was the fore-front for the innovations in all aspects to make the modern carp angler of today, if we like them or not! To carp fishing the B.C.S.G was a prestigious movement in the “Carp Scene” and was the “Carp Scene” in ...
	With respects  Damian Wood “The Burglar”
	By

	By Jimmy Jolley
	In this two part video “Heaven & Hell” and “Summer in February” NAC members Barry “Only-the-Lonely” McConnell and Pete “The Anguilla Guerrilla” Drabble take us on an epic adventure half-way round the globe to the South Island of New Zealand on a ques...
	Our tow intrepid anglers explore the sub-tropical west coast rivers and Alpine region of the South Island, fishing some of the numerous hydro-electric dams and some of the numerous rivers of the region encountering many giant Freshwater Long-Fin Eels...
	In the first part of this double video Barry and Pete end up fishing in the shadow of one of the largest slaughter houses in the southern hemisphere, an experience that Barry describes as “an eel anglers HELL”, however, Pete ignores Barry’s objection...
	Apart from all the angling footage there are some fascinating shots of the monster eels in the aquarium at Hokatika Waterworld. Some of these leviathans are in excess of 40lbs in weight and almost two metres in length. There is also footage from insi...
	In the second part of this two part production we are introduced to some of the conservation measures that have been put in place by the New Zealand authorities, Barry and Pete take great advantage of these measures as they fish the Rotaroa National ...
	So, I’ll wish Barry and Pete the best of luck for their next trip, and thank them for a terrifically enjoyable video production.
	Copies are available direct from Barry McConnell, 10, Mill St, Hazel Grove, Stockport, Cheshire. SK7 4AR priced at £7-99p for each video plus P&P of £1-00p per video.
	The Fox Bait-tube
	By David Jones
	I have recently purchased a new bit of kit that I think may be of interest to the membership.
	A Fox bait tube which is basically a small sack with 2 rings of 13 in diameter a draw string at one end a plastic ring for a bank stick or to attach a weight at the other.
	Brilliant for eel live bait on canal's and lakes can be hung up to dry at the end of your session.
	Saves carrying a keep net or bucket is well made and cost's less than £10.
	Would certainly make an ideal Christmas present….just in case any wives or girlfriends are reading this over their partners shoulder…hint, hint !!!!!
	Record Officers Report October 2002
	By Michael Brettle
	Aided (and abetted) by Jason Morgan, Damian Wood & Jimmy Jolley.
	Before I start, I would first like to point out that the main body of the work for this report has been done by Mike Brettle, and I’m just the guy who has been drafted in at the last minute to lash it all together. The reason for this being, that Mike...
	Anyway, on with the report. I suppose I have to start somewhere, so I’ll kick off with my own catch return and hope is just flows from there.
	Jason Morgan
	At the start of the season I had two main goals, the first was to catch more than five eels in a season and the second to more eels than three in a session. I’m pleased to report “Mission accomplished!” Fishing the usual canal on the 5th of June I cau...
	Starting on the River Avon on the 31st March, Nick Duffy took eels of 1lb and 1lb 09oz to J.S. fished worms and still on the river an eel of 2lb 01oz to dead-bait on the 14th of April. 28th of April saw Nick land  an eel of 2lb 03oz from “Green Acres”...
	Then on the 9th, "Green Acres" gave him an eel of 21b l oz to dead-bait, followed by fish of 21b 1oz, 21b 11oz and 31b, to Dyson rigged lives and a loan eel of 21b 7oz on J.S. rigged dead-bait on the 21st.
	Nick then decided to stick with "Green Acres" and on the 22nd had eels of 1lb and 1lb, to J.S. rigged lives and a 31b1oz to the same rig but this time on a dead-bait.  Popped up live perch gave him a 41b 3oz eel on the same session.  The 28th again sa...
	Another member who's landing net has had a good thrashing this season, is Barry McConnell.  Starting on the Great Ouse Relief Channel in October 2001, Barry caught a 1lb eel (12.10am)that fell for a semi bolt-rigged dead gudgeon intended for zander on...
	Still in June but changing scenery to Shropshire Mere “A”, Barry had a Boot (1.56am) on the 17th to five brandlings, an eel of 1lb (11.15pm) to dead roach on the 19th  plus a 21b 11oz (11.23pm) and a 41b 9 & 1/2 oz eel to four lobworms.
	On 20th the same venue gave Barry eels of 21b (estimated) (10.40pm), a boot (11.25pm), an estimated 21b 8oz (12.30pm) to four lobs, plus a 1lb 8oz (est) (2.30am) on an off bottom rig and two worms.  The 21st of the month and fish of 1lb (est) (12.40pm...
	Mark Taylor’s first eel of the season was a 1lb 8oz (9.45pm) fish from "Half Round Pond" that fell to a perch tail on the 5th May, then on the 6th  he took a 21b 2oz eel (10.15pm) whilst fishing a venue he refers to as “Pluckers”, this time on a rudd ...
	Peter Waterfield has only taken one eel this year despite putting in a number of sessions in, Peters reward weighed in at 21b exactly and was tempted by a live roach fished on the "Uni Rig" at 11.30pm on the 25th of July.  Hope things improve next sea...
	New member Keith Grove hasn't been able to fish as much as he would have liked due to working away but the of the two eels he has caught this year one was a P.B. fish of 41b 7oz (12.00am). This fish was caught on a paternostered bleak and came just fi...
	Peter Shefford is another member to better his P.B. this year and did it in style on the N.A.C. fish-in at Nickolls Quarry on the 24th May but before netting his P.B. he took two 1lb (est) eels around 5pm on worms, then between 5pm and 11.20pm took fi...
	Andrew Atkins has also had a couple of eels this year and opened his account on April the 24th with a 1lb l0oz (6.30am) on a single worm.  The next eel to fall to Andrews rods was 21b plus (11.27pm) and also fell to a worm bait. 18th August sees Andy’...
	Damian Wood has fished 12 sessions this season for one eel but at 41b 8oz that's certainly no "Boot',!  Damian caught it on the 5th of August whilst fishing the L.L. Canal using the 'SFR Rig" and worms as bait.  He caught his eel at 10.30pm and measur...
	Steve Ricketts monthly catch returns next and Starting with September 2001.On the18th-20th Whilst fishing “Noddy Pit” and “Radar” with Nick Duffy, Steve caught around 8 eels to 2lb 14oz.
	October 11th-13th sees Steve back at “Radar” with three very goods eels falling to his rods, 5lb 2oz (2am) to dead-bait, 5lb 15oz (2.35am) on worm and a cracking 6lb fish (5am) also on worm. Still in October and on the 16th-18th Steve takes eels of 3l...
	Moving on into November and a truly amazing catch of eels totalling 61lb 11oz (sixty one )
	Those of you that have had a hard season may need a rather strong drink standing by!!
	Nov 6th-8th brings Steve the following eels; 5lb 12oz, 5lb 9oz, 4lb, 3lb 1oz, 3lb 14oz, 4lb 15oz, 4lb 4oz, 5lb 10oz, 5lb 7oz, 3lb 3oz, 3lb, 3lb 4oz, 5lb and 4lb 14oz.   (As reported in “Anguilla” Vol 40, Iss 1)
	Steve adds to his report the following “Baits or times not recorded due to hectic nature of  the night. On average runs were occurring every ten minutes or so. New record for one night, total weight 61lb 11oz five fish over 5lbs. A seasonal feeding pa...
	I’m Speechless!!!!!!!!
	Steve Pitts is another member who sends in a monthly return and this is how he has fared.
	On the 5th October 2001 Steve caught eels of 2lb 10oz (9.10pm) and 2lb 14oz (10.02pm) on mackerel tail.  The 12th and using off bottom worms over his mole hill mix, Steve takes three eels, 2lb 2oz (8.10pm), 2lb 9oz (9.45pm) and 1lb 2oz (9.55pm). All o...
	November 2nd 2001, 2lb 11oz eel (11.58pm) to a J.S. rigged pilchard tail, then on the 8th a 2lb 1oz fish to the same bait and rig. Both fish were caught form “W.L. Waters”
	February 15th gave Steve his first eel of 2002 at 2lb 2oz to a sardine tail. (As reported in “Anguilla” Vol 40, Iss 1)
	Now its my turn (Jimmy Jolley), well I never thought I’d be doing this again, Jason as already explained why he started this report, now I will elaborate further….Jason was unable to continue due to his work-load and the fact that he has just moved ho...
	Back to Steve’s return
	On the 2nd &  5th of May 2002 fishing a North Wales Anglers water Steve took eels of 1lb 9oz and 2lb 2oz using whole small roach and mackerel tail respectively. On the 17th using running rigs baited with rudd he landed eels of 2lb 8oz, 2lb 9oz, 3lb 2o...
	Again at “The Pallets” on the 1st of June Steve had eels of 2lb 15oz and 2lb 3oz to lobworms and a 1lb 13oz to roach tail. And on the 2nd eels of 2lb 13oz and 3lb 1oz to roach tail. Then on the 3rd a 2lb 10oz and 2lb 2oz eel on roach head, all from “T...
	From the 12th to the 19th of July Steve fished a Welsh Brick Pit and had fish of 2lb 8oz (12th), 2lb 6oz , 1lb 2oz, 2lb 7oz, 2lb 10oz, (16th) 2lb 12oz and 2lb 2oz (17th) and on the 19th eels of 2lb 13oz and 2lb 10oz all to fish sections. The 26th & 27...
	In August Steve dedicated almost all of his fishing time to Lake “H”, and on the 2nd had eels of 2lb 4oz and 2lb 12oz on roach baits. On the 9th took eels of 2lb 10oz and 2lb 13oz again using roach as bait. The 10th saw eels of 3lb 1oz and 2lb 14oz f...
	Again Lake “H” was the only venue Steve fished in September, starting on the 13th with an eel of 2lb 13oz caught on liver. 14th a 2lb 11oz to rudd tail.
	David Jones has had some quite nice eels including a new PB, but before we get to that I start with the 8th of May when David had eels of 2lb 12oz on gudgeon head and 1lb 12oz on live gudgeon from a Midlands Canal. 2nd of June at “BC” he took eels of ...
	What a season Chris Siddall has had “cop a load of this lot”. Starting on the 24th & 25th  May at a Kent Pit he had eels of 1lb 8oz to worm, 2lb, 1lb, 2lb 1oz to roach head and 1lb 6oz on rudd tail. All Chris’ remaining eels came from “Green Acres” (S...
	In March Steve Gardner fished at Pine Lodge and took eels of 3lb 2oz and 3lb 4oz using dead-baits. Then on the 16th May Steve visited Pendle View again fishing dead-baits landed eels of 8oz, 1lb, 1lb, 1lb, 1lb 15oz and 2lb 4oz. Then on the 24th &  25t...
	Now on to another member who’s had a terrific season and that’s Wayne Staddon. Starting as early as the 9th February at Oliver’s Oasis he had an eel of 15oz using “off-bottom” fished lobworms. Then on the 29th  March again at Oliver’s Oasis Wayne took...
	In early September, Dominic Pecheur had an unusual days fishing at a lake in Suffolk (See page ) were he took eels of 4lb 7oz and 3lb 7oz using float fished double maggot as bait.
	Our “esteemed” Chairman Nick Rose has had a few eels this season (now that’s unusual for Nick., sorry Sir…only joking). On the 11th May on the Leeds & Liverpool Canal took an eel of 1lb. Then at Nickolls Quarry on the 24th & 25th May Nick landed eels ...
	Now we come to the unfortunate members…like myself, who didn’t manage to catch any eels or indeed couldn’t get out eeling this season…for one reason or another, but still sent in a catch return.
	Jimmy Jolley . I only managed 7 session this season and blanked out, however, there’s always next year.
	Kevin Huish hasn’t fished for eels this season and as hardly fished for any other species either, but has he states on his return, “hope to do better next year”.
	Patricia Huish writes “no sessions this season, to busy with the family, and there’s Cricket” (So our Treasurer’s an avid Cricket fan!!!)
	George Walton’s catch return reads “No fishing done at all, due to work”. (I think we all can relate to George’s statement)
	Peter Nunn only got out eel fishing on 12 occasions, and it seems that 90% of his sessions are on at venue that hasn’t produced an eel to Peter since 1994. He writes, “As I am the only person to fish for eels (on this venue) my time will come, if I am...
	So that concludes the actual reporting of this seasons eels. What follows are a set of graphs, presented by Michael, and brilliantly done I might say. There may be some kind of pattern in there somewhere, if one of us looks for it?
	Footnote: The last two returns (Dominic Pecheur & Nick Rose) are not included as they arrived late.
	Top Left…Barry McConnell’s fine eel of 6lb 5oz
	Top Right….Steve Ricketts with his 5lb 10oz “Radar” eel.
	Centre Left…Jason Morgan’s 3lb 9oz fish.
	Centre Right..Michael Brettle with a 3lb eel.
	Bottom Left..Steve Ricketts shows part of his cracking 61lb 11oz “Radar”bag, these eels went 6lb, 5lb 15oz & 5lb 12oz.
	Bottom Right..David Jones’ new PB eel of 5lb 2oz taken on the Midlands Fish-In.
	By
	Steve Richardson.
	Sunday 10th November 2002…..Remembrance Sunday…..dawned misty, dank and wet. This was to be my last ever winter meeting of the NAC as the General Secretary for the club. My mind wandered back to the many meetings I had attended over the years. Meetin...
	What meetings they were. Some of the earlier meetings were poorly attended but after the switch was made, and thanks to massive efforts from the likes of Kevin Huish, Nick Rose and Brian Crawford, these events soon became better attended and the form...
	I was however, very concerned at the likely turnout of the members attending on the day and unfortunately my concerns were warranted as only ten (10) members of the club eventually managed to turn up on the day. We did receive seventeen (17) apologie...
	It has been said recently by an ex-member, that the meetings are poorly attended due to the present set-up of the club committee but I have always thought this to be nothing more than nonsense from a sad voice in the wilderness……but one has to wonder...
	The meeting was opened by the club Chairman, Nick Rose, who also mentioned the lack of attendance of members for such a social day in the club year. Nick also spoke of the very significant lack of interest from the membership to the proposed 40th yea...
	Nick went on to say that only six members bothered to turn up for the 40th year celebration fish-in on the Grand Union Canal at Bugbrooke. It is fair to say that the tone of Nick’s opening report was that of a sweeping apathy within the NAC membership...
	There were reports or letters from the President, Chairman, General Secretary, Records Officer and the Social Officer…..President and Social being read out in their absence. (Arthur from his bed in Lincoln Hospital and Peter due to work commitments.)...
	One issue to be committed to from the club was the writing of a book on eels and eel angling. Those members who offered to do the groundwork and report on the project at the next meeting were Chris Siddall, Nick Rose and Steve Richardson. Others will ...
	There was a break for lunch and the usual selling of tickets for the club raffle during this break. The raffle raised £10.00 for the club funds after it was agreed that each member present would only spend £1.00 each on tickets.
	There then followed the Records Officers report for the past season…..and at this point the presentation of trophies took place.
	Biggest eel of the season……..Barry McConnell with a superb eel of 6lb 5oz.
	The John Sidley Trophy (Eel over 6lb’s)……..Barry McConnell with the above eel of 6lb 5oz.
	Biggest eel on a club trip……..Steve Ricketts with a specimen of 4lb 2oz.
	Eel over 4lb’s on a club trip…..Steve Ricketts with his 4lb 2oz eel.
	The Nigel Jeyes Memorial Trophy……Not awarded this year.
	The Steve Mahony Trophy (Best article of the year)…..To be decided by the magazine editorial team in due course.
	The Records Officers report was read out in his absence (Mike was on fire service duty) by Jason Morgan. He stated that there had been 22 catch returns completed and sent in to Mike……these recorded 392 eel captures.
	To be honest, this number of returns is poor to say the least…..however, thanks were offered to all those who submitted returns to the Records Officer and it was announced that there would be an updated ‘Top 50’ list issued in the near future.
	Then came the slide-show from Barry McConnell…simply superb as ever. Barry spoke of his latest eel fishing trip to New Zealand with Pete Drabble and it was, as ever, interesting and informative. Barry then spoke a while on this seasons eeling and afte...
	There then followed an informal chat about several issues in the club and the date for the next meeting was announced as the 23rd March 2003. The venue being The Queens Hotel, Long Eaton, Nottinghamshire. (Put it in your diaries….if the turnout is as ...
	Nick closed the meeting at 4.00pm and thanked everyone for attending.

