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EDITORIAL o

wWell members, | guess thils will be my Last EdiLtorlaol and the Last
QuLletin thot | compile. Pressure of schoolwork plus family demands .
are too great for me to continue. | have trlied to do the best | con
Ln the time avalloble and | thank those members who have supported me
ond the ClLub by supplying matertal.

| hope the standard of presentation has been acceptable. Ten years
ogo when | had more free time | could have done a much better job.

“

However, |, hove managed; to glve you reasonably regular Bulletins and

Newsletters. '

The Summer trip to Boston Lake wos aos expected poorly supported. On

the Frlday night there wos just myself (and wife), Dave Walker, Dave

Taylor and Pete Sticklond. About 4 eels were caught Ln the 2 - 3Lb

ronge. The weather wos typical, gale force winds and non-stop pouring

ratn, The onlLy consolotion was the excelltent food and beer ot the

Local pub. Dave Walker got on very well with these Locals, playing

darts all afternnon. Saturday evening saw us joined for one session

by Kevin Stephenson and o friend of Dave Taylor and Pete. About 7

eels were caught Ln the ronge 2 - 3% Lb. Sunday night there was just

Dave Walker, my wlfe ond me. No eels were cought. Actually, | blanked
: . . .
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lt Ls o pity that one of the conditions of membership was compulsory

ottendance ot ot Least one of the CLub trips. |f thot was so, half

our present members would not quallfy. ,

Desplte my particular poor year, there hos been some very excellent

catches of big eels reported. | hope to List those | have information

on Ln this edltilon. lt Ls stgniflcant thot most of the blLg eels were

reported from August and September. At the tilme of complling this

EdiLtortal, the Locol woter temperotures are Ln the range 58 - 627F.

(september 23rd). The nilghts ore not too cold, just wet and windy.

| still hope to get Ln o few more night sessions aond then swiktch to

doytime sessions for eels. My maln problem Us that | hove not yet

found o water Ln this area with really good potentiol for big eels.

| elLther get no runs ot all Ln o 12 hour sesslon wlth up to 4 rods

or | can onlLy Land eels about 1:0. StilLlL, Lt is early doys yet.

There Ls always next season and | am negotlating to fish cerktoln

privote waoters with very good potential,

| must apologise once more for the poor reproductive quality of the
Last RulLletln and in advance Lf this one turns out the same. | still
have to blame the duplicator which although electric, has to be used
by hand onLy and the feed is very poor. Hopefully, whoever repaces

me wiLlLL haove the new duplicator which Arthur has. He has also managed
to aquire for us lLots of other statlonary iLtems to see us through a
few years. | must also add that Arthur, according our Chotrman, is
now under great financlol strain and is unable to run his car or go
fishing and may not be oble to attend the AGM as o result. |'m sure
we hove some members out there (somewhere) who can step Ln with some
support for him after all the support he has given to the CLub ano to
other members when they had similor problems. That's what the CLub Ls
oLl about isn't LE??2777

This Us BriLan Crawford signing off.

Best wishes and tight Limes Ln all your eel sessions.
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CHAIRMANS PAGE

I'IT be completely frank with you.At the present time(and this piece is
being written on the 5th,September)I haven't got the slightest
inclination to out fishing for eels.In truth I cant explain why.Perhaps
its the awful cold wet weather.Perhaps I'm getting old.I really dong
know.I had decided some time ago that my attitude towards fishing in
general and for eels in particular would change this year.I felt that
in previous years I'd simply been going through the motions.If I didn't
feel like going I wasn't going to force myself!You may say that a
person with this attitude has no right to be a member of the National
Anguilla Club lets alone its Chairman.If so lets hear from you.As you
all should by now know I lead a fairly active life and only have 24 hours
in each day to fit in all my interssts and also do some work.I await
hearing from you.

I have been disappointed in recent times to hear of the resignations of
provisional members Matt Johnson and John Sidley.I still dont understand
why they felt it necessary to leave the club.Matt I believe resigned

over Brian Crawfords comments about the BEAC in the last Bulletin.Brian
made a genuine mistake and he corrected it at the earliest oppurtunity.
Why jump the gun by resigning?John Sidleys resignation is more of a
mystery.It may be that John found unnacceptable comments made by Ernie
Orme and myself in the last Bulletin.Can anybody tell me what was unfair
about my comments.Ernie's article was written in stronger terms.But

why shouldn't a member express his feelings frankly in the Bulletin,thats
what its for.I wish more members would tell us what they think.It would
have been far better for Matt and John to have done this rather ~ than
resign.If John couldn't take critism then I dont thinkthat the NAC was
his kind of club in the first place.Our Bulletins seem to be able to reach
places that others dont so I'm confident that this will be read by both
members of the BEAC and ESG.Perhaps we could have your comments lads!!it!!

The other week I managed to sneak out of my office to do a bit of chub
fishing with Ernie Orme on the river Vrwny at Meifod ,up in the Welsh
border country.I drove down the farm track to the river and parked next
to the old mill.As soon as I got out of my car I met Ernie walking up
from the river carrying a beautiful 33 chub in his keepsack.A nice fish,
but no monster you may say,but the pleasure of catching chub from this
river is that fact that the fish are always in wonderful condition,with
no torn fins and every scale in place.Despite a concentrated assault by
us both we caught no more fish that day.I cant remember the last chub
under 3Ibs we caught from this river!We were intending to fish into

the hours of darkness but the rain came,so we headed for the Saracens
Head to down a few pints before returning home.Needless to say that as
soon as we got in the pub it stopped raining.l dont think I know a

more exciting form of fishing than fishing in the dark for chub.Its very
exciting to see the isotope on your quiver tip swish round as a big chub
bites with complete confidence.l especially like winter chub fishing and
hope to get up to fish this river again before the years out.I believe
Ernie has managed to persuade Terry and Jan to join him and Merrial at
Meifod for a few days in November.I can assure you Terry you'll enjoy
the fishing and helping Ernie finish a bottle of whiskey in the evening
in front of a log fire.Il will try and join you if you can find some
floor space for my sleeping bag.Terry,Ernie and myself are what we call
in the North 'good traughers' so Jan and Merrial take plenty of food.We
dont want Meifod village to run out of supplies.



Tt've recently had one or two telcp@on§ c;nvovsiﬁiogslwzgn
sends his regards to all his fnicnasrlnauhe E%;o.. dont
doing as much fishing as ha did,but cat*ng ia%
nice fish this. year including somz geod cols.d
from old Bulletins good reeding & !
He really did put a lot of effort and thoug

4

obviously still does.

Dave Holman vho
think ne's

that he's caught ?gm?
atill find Daves articles
1 e |
nd would reconmena tliem to any new mnetoer.
ht into nis {'ishing and

i e cmbers Wi id
I couldn't make it to the Baston Fen trlp,buF I hope all members who d
attend enjoyed themselves and caught a few fish.

Marl Davies

From
Sea

THEY swam and drifted on the
currents from the Sargasso Sea,
thousands of miles away. Reach-
ing the tidal Severn, they headed
for the fresh water stretches,
driven by some innate instinct.
Just short of Gloucester, on
night tides, they were netted out
and deposited in containers.
From there they could have
been flown by jet, still alive, 10
Holland, Spain, haly...instead
these tiny elvers were packed in
ice and water and taken across

country to the Tame, part of the
Trent river system.

In all, around 160,000 elvers,
just a few inches long, and nol
much more than transparent
threads, were gently placed in
about 10 different locations in a
river now fast recovering from
the pollution which, for decades,
left # fishless and lifeless.

The hope and the expectation
is that sufficient numbers of
these elvers will survive and help

establish a population of eels in
the Tame and middle Trent.

Effectively the Trent above
Holme Sluices, Nottingham, is
devoid of eels. There is an annual
elver run in the lower river, but it
stops at the giant sluices.

The 160,000 elvers — weighing
in total about 150lbs — should in
the next eight or nine years pro-
duce mature eels which will head
for the sca, and the Sargasso
spawning grounds.

~ In the years before they
matui  =nd as they run down-
river i .s hoped they will provide

the Sargasso
to the Tame

sport for the angler and, on the
migration route, an exploitable
‘crop’ for eel netsmen.

Severn-Trent bought the elvers
from a commercial elver station
at Gloucester. The ‘seeding’ of
the Tame was carried out by
fisheries inspector Tony Willetts
who brought the elvers by car
across country packed in ice and
waler in small polystyrene con-
tainers.

Earlier this year and during
1984 more elvers and eels have
been placed in parts of the Tame
and Trent.
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John Sidley ~ Im en E£ol Anglerw Full Stope 5.2 R

NohoCoo I would just 1ike $0 mey thot I am only human and ahage about
nyself plus my eel ocaptures I will not tekes R x . von s
For members of the NeleCo %o 82y thet their fishing or eeling isonlya

hobby mekes mo wonder why the hell they sve in such & clulbly to be sucoesful
in any type of big fish engling onekas %0 put in over that 100%.3n big eel {
fighing it tekes one hell of o lot mOrce : S . { ;1
The olub thess anglers ghould joia 16 4ho DeEsAoCe for with-in it's ranke
anglers who just ¢igh for eols, regardlese of their ' pigeePo not getl me:
there are some first-closo eel englovs in tho BeBoleCe widh meny members
landing mome very big eelo indoed, but the BeleAsCo vas gormed to help the

angler who shows an intwest in coly, and for the angler wlio just does the: s,!
odd trip outy some mombers of the KehoCo it thel bille | ¥
Why not take a loaf oyt of Phill Smithis book, dees 37. blauks at Queen i
for two very big bream. Phill could have gono io any cthor leke and knodke
out bream of 6,7,81b,maybe cven higher, but WOIPhill i@ a'big fieh angl@
and pats the time on the right waters, this is what I didimysell way ;
in the T0s at Baorlswood Lokeo. T fiched the lakes wheit I knew the goods’ |
were. In one stint I did 22 pighte with out & mx,n_good@-.‘lrrimd Steve i

:
T4 doss seem thet T have got up the back of some of the mehbers in the | . §
\I
!

Neadhurst did 24 nights non-uioPy gor buming up at the lske each night;
beoame & local joko, ‘anothér Dlenl, 1ode thoy used to soyy'the joke was | .
on them in the end, okay they had theiy: 2% ond odd fish %o 41b from the ,
other two lakes, but on my 25th night I %ook an eel woighing in at 51b © 1§
4he next night a eel of 51b Jos, worth all those blanks you must agree.: !
1 feel if the NeAeCo does. not sort iteelf very soon, and put more time § .
end effort into their eel fishing, the olub should fold wp, for you arei .
fiv ing on past members sUCCEBE Gince I have joined the plub I have e
| nothing from the club st oll, Af not for a few r8 who do go% . 8
out eeling there would be nothing 40 pat in your olub Hagy please dont ¢
leave it to just a few, if wo are 20 learn more about the: oatehing of | ¢
gpeoimen eels i.ee fish of 51h aund above we st all pall as one-if not §
belive me youw flogging a derd horsas £ F,
For many, many years I nave lomged %o be in the vanks of ‘the NeACo the B
'gun shone out of your arsc 28 faw ap 1 wan concerned, YOU were the topl.’
1 beg you not to ruin that drcem, § aslk you to stop and #hink, look
pver past w-,gﬂcntyuuoldclu‘b o and oompafr ¥h 40 the lagt' |
fow years,i sure you will find o down=hil} - trend, T dod§ wert to resd i |
. about mi Mark Davies takes eeling with him, 4thope artidles are for the: 4
Angling Papers, I dont wont to lmow about s bloody 4ea bag being
1 worit to read about big eel fishing and what mekes them bloody tick,
wolrt to know how I can be more guoocesfull in landing big.eels, not :
the 0dd fish every oouple of years, Or Onoe $n o blue mogn, but on a
season to season basiss I will end by saying read my book, and look &b %l

SN E

the time and effort 1 have put im to ontch the eels I heye been
with, you have to do o 1i%tle bit more than just cast a i £ out, if
waters prouduce cel after eel with the odd fish upté 51b, after a;
4ime you will kmow if your chensen are in with a real big un 1000 thozs
monsgters of six and above, Do you s&y § will keep on trying on that °
 water or move t0 where you know the eol popiotion is less;but the size |
& 1ot highor{ 3n fact you have to eay enovgh is .__Zz.' feel if you |
osn-not do that then you ghould not be in the NeAoCo yfoxy :
1ike you who are holding the roct of the club backy thirk about.it Te i
A1l I ask is dont kmook tho anglors vho ere willing %o 1t in that 4
or more to bo swocesfull, dont Just go to your venus . ohuck a rod
on the off chance, otop and look ot your vonue, try and i
as I do and think like a big eol, there would you hide il fesd if you
were a reel big old fish with moro brains than soms of G
for you, like I smaid,try to becoms the hunted and the
you donk have %o pack up work end pit . ifor days on end 1 be succe ,
T will say it helps if you oem, bub 1% 1o not the do orfiie of big e} .

fighinge
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~ REACZION 1! ’ by D.R.Walker

: The following may or may not ceause a few people to lit'-
up and think. I hope it does for as I can see, it will be

the only constructive thing, club wise, that they have

done recently. I am now past the point where I can sit

back and not comment on recent articles in the bulletin

and I am not bothered about the consequences in the slightest !
.k am absolutely disgusted at the lack of understanding and

tolerance, of a differing attitude, shown by two members of our . -

club, both of whom I considered mature and re¢iaonable adults.
Unfortunately they both seem to be incapable of accepiing

the views and attitudes of an extremely successful -eel angler
(and provisional member), namely John Sidley. Whether John's
approach is correct or not is totally immaterial and the

fact that anyone has to suggest that he's got it all wrong
only leads me to the conclusion that jealousy is at the bottom
of 1t all. 7To tell someone who has dearly.ianted,to join

our ranks for'yeibn, that he doesn't have to justify himself
to the club is the pinnacle of ignorance considering the
storm cloudu that have hung over John's head in the pnlt.
"Indeed we, &8 & club, should be. proud and honoured to see
someone who has- caught more than fthe reast o? the club put
'togothar trying to justify his mea%ership of the Nationmal
"Anguilla Club in our own bulletin. If any member can't see
thies as I do then I suggest they climb out of their cardbqard
box and wake up!

I think it only right to point out at this atage that I
do not think John Sidley is anything more than an extiremely
experienced and successful eel angler, the fact that I have :
fished on a number of occasions with him and enjoyed every
"single minute of it, is irrelevant. I have fished with a
few anglers of John's stature for various species and every
one has been great company and every one haa enjoyed their
rishins imnenaely.

I would now like(if anyone's still reading) to comment
on certain particular points raised in two tfecent.articles
concerning John Sidley. . '

Anyone who has fighed with John Sidley (& Gerry Rogers) o
on more than one occasion will testify that no-one enjoys
his angling more and if more people had as many laughs,
brews, shared fags, and general gbedwill around when finhihg
then the angling world would be a much nicer place. ‘



‘The suggestion that John hasn't got his eel fishing in
perspective is laughable and not worthy of futher comment,
as is the use of the phrase "fana tical cranks" in one of
the articles, nothing could be fugher from the truth in
John Sidley's case. -

Mr Orme is, in my humble opinion, deatined t0 become a
succdessful and respected tackle dealer, but for him to
brush awey angling politiss as a waste of time is unbelievabley
naive and ultimately very damaging for his livelyhood and
the sport and enjoyment of his customers. ALL anglers need
the support of organisations such as the NASA and more
1nportantly organisations who actually try and do something
(like the NASA) need the support, active or not, of as many
anglers as possible, for make no mistakes, angling as a
sport is doomed to be outlawed if we don't support whose who
DO fight on QUR behalf. If you doubt this statement then
think back a fow &ears and remember the greatest thinking
anglers of our time,Mr Richard Walker & Mr Jack Hiltom, both
02 whom warned us time and fime again of the conaequenoéq of
‘apathy ! | '

The comment about no-one in the club being able, or wiahins,

to put the same commitment iato their eel fishing as John
‘Sidley, is, I believe, rather erroneouss .l for one dearly
wish I had the time to - ~f£ish as much as John and if I was
unfortunately not at work I would probably do juet that. As
it is I hold the attitude that my work pays for my enjoyment
and that includes my rishing.

I have never considered the Club & purely one species

organisation but I have always believed that the basic. criterion

- ‘for membership is "a willingness to spend the vast majority
of ones summer fishing time in the pursuit of eels". Whether
one has the time and inclination to devote as much time as
John does ie unimportant,what is, is that one must not
think ill of someone who sperds every spare moment eel f;shing
just beeause it is his only real interest. Mr Davies reasons
"for joining the National Anguilla Club have always puzzled
ne as has his strangely repeated rcquest for members %o
express their opinion of him as a continuing member ?

My own opinion, for what it's worth, of why John -is B0
suoceseful ie really his very hard work and devotion to the
pursuit of really big eels. As to his methods and rigs, I'rind




it quite amusing that certain menbers seen to believe that

there might be something magical inm the type of rigs John
Sidley uses, as if this had any  real bearing on improving
their own capturen! I don’t %hink standard legering rige
1w6uld impress them very uuch and John rarely uses anything
else. No angler can improve his catch’ rate or size of captures
unless he actually puts a bait in the water and a water that
containg the size or quantity of fish they wish to catch at

the time. This paragraph may appear a little condescending
but I camnot think of any other way of putting it.

Mr Orme has, I belleve, misinterpreted John Sidley 8
statement regarding 41b eels. My own reading of the words are
thus, John knows enough biy ecl ‘venues and has had the
experience to be able to set his sights on 41b plus eels
as a constant target every season. Therefore he has progressed
to the enviable stage of being able to actually go eeling
with the prospect of 41b pluas fish as a real possibility .
Every session. Now personally I' think that many other members
should have that attitude , obviously not everyone has the

" oppertunity to regularly fish waters with that sort of
potential, but surely it is within the capabilities of us
‘all.to apprecinte someone who does; Ho one I have met enjoyse

catching eels, of any size, more than John Sidley and I
certainly would exchange all the eels under 31b's I cateh
every year for one or iwo 4lher's or maybe a single Slber. -
Terry Coulson I have never met, but I have respect for his
statement "a 21h eel is a bhig eel”, nevertheless when one
has waters and the time at cnee disposal to make the capture

of 21b plus eels commonplace then the search for bigger fish

besomes inevitable, John Sidley has done this, I am slowly
following suit, although like John I am keeping the productive
waters as a back up so that I don't forget what an eel looks
like. 4As I said previously not everyone can do this, (it has
taken me 8 years Jjust to start the process) ‘but can we not

, appreciate someone who has?

The fact that John doess try and justify hisleel:captures
i 8 not so strange %o me, and it obviously matters a great
dea} to John that we, the Netional Anguilla Club believe him.
As I said I don't find that so strange and I don't fthink
other members should. After all I cannoct £ind anyone who .
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has appliedf; times for.memhérship, and anyone who is that
keen to join would obviously want +¢o be accepted as an
honest and truthful angler. I have often wondered what would
have happened if someone with Jokn Siéley's catch record: had
applied for membership without ever having gained a glimmer
of the spotlight thet seems to follow John around?
Interesting eh ! :

. Mr Davies comment about our fishing as a hobby 19 correct,
but again I find it iuncredible that he does not seem to realise
that some people's hobbies: besome an all consuming .passion
and thet their overiding enthusiasm for that pestime tends
to. take over their lives tc the exclusion of alnoat,everythihg
else. I don't think this is wrong in any way, as long as this
passion does no-one any real harm and the person involved
keeps on enjoying it. I personally envy those who can become
totally dedicated’ to one hobby as much as those who can keep
an active interest in several. ;
 Pinally let me say that I have never written an article

-such as this before and I sincerly hope I néver have to do so

again. I also wish to state that the National Anguilla Club
has got to change drastically to #urvive and to this end

-I would urge a little,more underetanding and acceptance of

other peoples aititudes along with a big reappraisal of how
we present ourselves to the rest of angling.

Do P, WALKER



R John Sidley | I tished the right W

press ¥ Gu-ry and T had been invited to thig new lake'in B,Ham $o try our luck
: at & spot of eeling. After a couple of 3.4Sise on the lake and one at

night I was putting a fair few good 3, wﬁ:’&fﬁ r: uw belt, near on
all $he eels were falling to Roash Tail wedfdus '
fished with l:lw beitsy ovr worm rods wers e/ doing all that much, but "
_when they did go, it was a real steady rumg ",lmawtho type, no mad . S
rush, smoke a fag, clogs bnd check the bailiiies | with eah, what I dia
Mim that the eels tebk were. big on the: 3 J b
On the ¢B8th of Septembeir T had a phone osll-Héking if I would like to
do another eel stint on the very much privété lsks, & confirmed yes %o
the Game Keeper saw me on the water at T i# ihe morningy by 730 my

© ivet R/Tail section wes flying through ‘3 i# some 80 yds out and
in 49£% of water, the aren being Tighed ws %@ary large md bank, thiok
in dlf, this was the grea that most of the b girln had been taken tho
-rosord for the lake being an eel of 51b 208 -/ i, anch

J | ‘A% 9425 T hed my first yun,the R/T had bees§obk and it wae -cruming Y < S

{1 I waited for the 2nd run, and made a firm pirike, the new 411t eel rods

. of JeSe tock om & real good bend, and in oﬂh & 21'b 1408 eel, a good start.

| By 40020,1 was weighing & muoch better snaki of; 31b 3oz, again on the R/Me

{ : * A ull in sction, the Qame Keeper oame dowsh %ii see me and ask if I had got

. & very small boot he oould have for his o M, explaining that 1 had put

back the two eels 1 had took, and of theiy ﬁw it was nioe to hear him

siage, *No they were mioh 4o big for the pot W ont allow eels over 21b to

be taken away’ # good old chat £ollowed abo % water § was fishing, i.e

thc size of the pike amd eels in the watex‘pﬂ a very muoch surprised look

: : ‘%0 be put into the water?,

e runy ho hanging about,

"y ; and and bail olome d, ! . climber to the top of the

rody T wound down fast and pulled into "the Mhhrd those JeSe {4fts just
went double, for a few mseconds I could not, m %he nl off bottom, them

with out warning the gresmure felt in the ﬂ&,’lﬁam easy as 1 sharted o '

T very easy gain 1l a,aphulyna,just;n Ladmtle wind and pamp of the oy
Mmdmkmmﬁwdthonﬂthw (Bt ot the veady as I confirmed '
40 him that this was,or felt like,a very gedd #nko some ten yds from the

he eel murfacedy its head shakiing ' b:l.do to side and half its body

under the Mir. that ¥all was looking m&h., bohing for a firm hold on any -

. EAgSe ]
“The eel then nnttod, I put ite might at ts_ four or naa’ba jusk into a
five, it was not until] I went to plck theidsk up that I felt its true weight,
" 4% was & polid fish and the gut full of fu iy four lobs had been blown
up the trace and. my sise 2 hook was in the/ Bk of itstongue,no problem im
pemow Ang the hook, my weigh sack zevoed 0N _' )y avong, the Game Keeper did -
. 4he homoure, 61b Gos omms his reply, you K just the lake reoord,
’ %0 tell you "$he truth 1 dould not have gi‘; &' shit if Td broken the bloody
lake reoords As I was ¢n my motorbike fiskilik this water I had not took my
 camers with me; I neves ‘do in came I 8958y & phone ocall ton:rw:l.fo at
- work asking if she oon}d get out. and bring 4y o
TR “with u.‘!!o;du was toobusy doing the Hiol (i whe
o Hollwy no way would I Ye .allowed %o get a ,’ i dng peper reporter down to
C o 4he. 1ake, rulejone O P‘E’BLIOIT!, ny eol ¥ ,__'rt in lynet for 3 hours
TRaENY _ufter, i.n thatitime the keeper triod s b
e I returned the eel at 6,00 and settled foi W
“witoassed by the Game Keeper, and two boal gbdple who were sailing om the
~ Jakes My last fun of tlie ‘stint came st 6.EjMgmin to & Toach tail section
eel weighed in afiqld 12026 3 '
fowh mn‘ Te30 as I lefé
Bint, they had been told

“A3) my gear padked up i was leav ng the \INN:s

; ﬁm olub membérs were getting up for a nighe ssi y had been

" about my 61b Gon, after talking to them yilSnld. ese by thefl, faces that
the/p hopes were very i?x i
$hank. him onoe: again f % phone oul,,‘t b his lake, he told me that
the two -um-p had ok ot ohaprslling after dom

‘ -donlohwom,
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ST um-d in ﬁﬂm» se With thh 6 of 2, and 3 plus eels in GWW,:
A.m m 1@ 44 wim 8 W _a of time hittiugmwtwﬁmnn

G0 very: slin’ @-55' ding. mng;t}ta big’ un,rti was:

: . 1nrmmniglrluomiu packed upnntm ‘_

%o sleep n m i pe hetas done wall on hh holls in Somerset: ity

C 0 AL foky my dife ml & bloody mipgiry, tut us Ive always ull"’fm only = X

&) g yﬁ w%. of ﬂ-hins m‘.- you are’ pruplu-ul to it into 44", Bz,
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1 '=rf j§niﬂlnwra¢t o tho type of'wﬁﬁpml_dvailqbls to”nofithnf“

-.‘LQ;; (51b¢9 eels but also providc plenty" ot runs and qnite &

.Ihnw ot our usmhers @0 npt hnwg the tina o dovotc %0 thti?
" eeling ‘thet they. would like ¢ .eud I’ mypelf 2all in%o tais
uttegory¢. Bo ‘thio end. I have;&thrtti %0 tomnnltte % seasons
plen that I hupe gives me the: opportuniiy %o gqin thc boat '
| :rﬁn my time spent eeling. &
' My besic prunise wag o 1gnorc the. diatanael 1nvolvedvunc

fgptovcd rairlx oaas were top of;fh@ liut, the added banul tn ”'
 both. canes hpro, was that baﬁh wattr- chopen conld preﬁuoc ..*'

' few eels up to 3lbs. Unfortunately ome of these.waters seems -

'5tonhavo been netted to some. extont and 80 nnly onc was s roullylﬂ
vfable bet as an easy waters = - - : :_
‘e -cnona ¢lass of water—wua to be a Hirder type-ihprctlﬂﬂcz'

5 gtr.n.uyaulf a wide choioe ad I"nc;d tc qotually rtally'liko '
- g.venus to gito 1t any suata&ﬁtﬁ iort. In the- ovont I hlfe a?&-
"t omly fished one -of these waters at present’ (11-9+85), and a
:."___tummm pla.ce it is too. 1 am ocrtunly going to cin 1t

o p&bi&lﬁ”, thii group incladcn the sptiné and sulmer olub

,‘iftripl and 1nvitations to - oth¢r~peoples waters, I find theue
]r*lybcial' tripa very 1mportunt qnd very rewarding as. they:
17751;'¢in a.oul@lete break fron.ny norﬂal fi;hing that I sﬁiﬂd
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MP year I heve had theichange to do a good deal off 'woim
ﬂmm at feirly lemg weuge, say 60 to 70 yards, and m o

Vg '-

-‘-;ilgt.p wat@'ﬁ durimg u}&e uayli ht«

'J',_, m daylight aetion lma allowed ne 50 obaerve the

AT
. '\';

: the rig °1eede'd - refining,as I wasn't heppy wit%‘ hs
;?__ho'c and 80 ‘the saivel and bead were replaced wiﬁ X

, . atill allowed moven
k goh hung; uj;a in denne weed whi 151, playing an e
Hs 5lipping ospeot of the rig hae not been tenteds
ibut it éoeg work om %“ie bomk end so in theory ity
N the water when it's soally necded.

'1 trace .a.e 201D rylon att tickod o any relia.ble 8
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eeling , but I have plenty of room here for playing fish 80 .
the hook strength is not that important. The link leger bead
should be a John Roberts version, I have used the Drennan
-type but found them too hard and damaging on the line. .

‘Moat of the runs start as a couple of short twiches and
then a fast pull, strike now and you miss every one, wait a
couple of seconds and a good pull comes followed imme diately
by a lovely continuous steady run with the eel bound for
your landing net! Very occasionally I have experienced the
sbart of the run,only to have the eel really scream off with
~ the bait, these runs I have missed every time, but %he worms
are usually smashed and ripped and I believe they are very
small bootlaces. So far I have only had 2 or 3 runs that
have stopped when reaching the"bolt" and these have been
struck and hooked anyway but have all been eeis under 1lb,
so I may be wrong about the screamers, only time will tell.

I suggest anyone tries this rig on a water where worms
work at long rénge and you get a few runs.

D.P.WALKER

RoNeRTS Liws v,
Leser Basn TRACE /S 20"

")
S & 2
/AAJM-TSLI
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Ifn very sorry if I have upmet our Ernie by writing tcomch on my fish
captures, yet I feel if Ernie or Mark had gone through all the stick
and bare face lies that have been spread about myself, they %oowould
be very upset, its okay you maying take no notioce you should try doing
that, its not very easy, for all those lies are very upseting indeed.
If also sorry if I have upset you all by saying Im not. intrested in
oatching small eels, I love all eels regardless of thetr size and I

' pleased to catca any eel on the nighte or days I fish, but I . aim to
land speoimen eels, I am after all a big fish angler, so I fish the
waters I know hold suoh fish, one can go on for so long in knocking
out 4,243y or even four pound eels in ones venue, there thenm must come
a time when enough is enough, my type of eeling is sitting on a water
wheremaybe only one rin in a month can be .the norm, but when that run
oomes I know my chanoes will be high in hooking into one of thosme real
monsters, Phill Smithhas just proved my point while fishing Queesford
Grnvo'sl rit 37 blanks yet in the end the goods have showed (Well done
Phill)e
I dont fish for any other species of fish during the summer months,I
devote all of my fishing into the serching out and hopefully catching
of big eels, I dont knoock the members who go carp,tench, bream, or
barbel. ‘bashing, please do not knook mes I do not think there is
another angler in this country who oan say hehas devoted his whole
fishing 1ife into the capture of eels, you see Mark, you too Ernie,that's
how I have got such a big list of big eels, I have put the time and effort,
most important of all the effort on the waters whe¢ the big eels are, I have
suffered the blanks, the rows with my wife and family, the lack of money,
11l health, a nervous break. down, the loss of my son 45 years ago, all
for the sake of ocatching eels, as Markhas said,I have nothing to prove.
Dick Walker once told me, I had reached the top in my field, I had
nothing to prove to anybody. Barrie Rickards also said the same, oall me
& big head if you wish, keep saying you dont give a shit about how many
big eels I have took, keep saying you dont dare, yet If I knew a man
who was being =0 succesfull in landing better eels than myself, Id care
I8 wont to knowe \ ,
My eel fishing is not just a hobby it is my:whole life, with out it 14
rather be dead, I eat breath and sleep eels, nothing and I mean nothing
oan tske its place, I have tried my best to be honest with you the members
of the NoA.Cs Dy doing =m0 I am knocked by 1its members, o ‘

John Sidley,
John Sidley Poot-Note

My phonehae been ringing these last few weeks with anglers asking why
b, Yoy Bho NedaOo whioh I did do after reading the olubs last Mag

I it by, Bvnte. O ':M,;M”bwiu, 1 took offence
i ,.;"“-” bl WG Wiy DL E%0 €4 or mot T am mot that thick
Widtiwed, T have feolings like any body elsee

T hfber i:lking to David walker and a phone oall from Phill Smith I now
realiee that my leav ing the olub was a stupid mis take, so I with=
drew my leav.ing letter to Brian, Ithas been said or put about by a
member of the NoA.Ce that I left the olub because you would not let
my good friend Gerry Rogers into your ranks, this is a bear=face lie
my reasons for leaving were nothing to do with Gerry, in fact you would
never get CGerry to join the NoAsCe if I had not talked Gerry into join=
€ the E¢S.Gs he would not be in that olub, the B.E.A.Ce is another

P matter,
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by Brion Crowford

NOTABLE EELS - 1985

CAPTOR

LOCATION

SOURCE

WE I GHT = °  MONTH BAIT
W 9:18 Feb C.Price Lincs D.Bs A.T.
4 .. 9:07. - . . Aug ? Somerset ?7 A,T.
9:02 . Sep - . 'D.North Lancs M AT,
7:10 . Aug . P.MLLLer Bucks : W A.T.
8 Aug M.Smith - Loancs DB A.T.
6. .  Sep P.Gustafson Oxford . DB P.G.
0 Aug S.Ptktts GUC W AT,
13 Aug P.Gustafson Oxford DB A.T.
6:06  Sep J.Sldley B'ham W NAC
6:04% Aug C.Dennison ° Yorks DB A.T.
6:08 " Aug G.Sampson Essex W A.T.
6:00 July N.Evans, - Clwyd -DB “NAC
6:00 . Aug A.Charlwood Kent (Johrisons)DB - AM,
5:12 Aug - P.MLLLer GUC ; DB A.T.
5:05 -,JuLy P.Lovertdge N'Hants L.B: A.T.
5102 Sep W.Rayner Worcs W A.T. »
o 5102 Sep A.Smith Wroysbury W . AM,
+ 5300, .. Aug P.Gustafson Oxford DB A.T,
5:00 . Aug P.Tucker South Cerney M A.T.
4:10 Moy K.Stephenson GUWC W - NAC .
4:09 - Aug C.Dennison  Yorks: DB A.T.
4:08 Aug " M.RLddle - R.Wey W A.T.
4:07 - Aug "T.Jefferson Essex - W NAC . '
22l 4302 © Aug P.Fowler Wilts S A.T.
Y 4:00 . Aug - " S A.T.
g 4:00 Aug P.Gustafson Oxford DB - . A.T.

Tokal 26 eels reported over 4Lb.

A.T. = Angling Tilmes
A.M. = Anglers Maoll
NAC = Natlonal Anguilla CLub Member,
0B = Dead balt - g -
W = Worm
M = Maggot
S = Speclal
= | {ive bolt

i

| have chatted to Paul Gustafson and the two ongLeré who flsh wlth: him, -
He has certainLy found a great eel woter. ALL his blg eels are from
the one uwater and he has also had very much biLgger eels on and Lost.
.khem - at Least two well into doubte flgures. | would put a bet om
him belng khe next holder of the eel record - he goes flshing eveﬁg
nLght seven dngs a_week from June 1ébh to October.‘.............- -

[ am hoang to have photogrophs of the 9:13 and the three upper 7°'s.
for a reprint of my book just after Xmos as the Latest prlnt ts oLmost
sold ovut. _

Anobher good . book on the market thch just. happens to hove Q- chopter On
eels by yours truly, Ls 'The Hotg Whisky CGulde To Coarse Flshlng In. i
Britaln', Edlted by Colin Dyson, published by Willlam Collins, 41985, pi, "
at £9. 95. le Ls o collection by Colln Dyson{pilke), Mike WLLson(corp), :
John Wilsgon(roach), Vic Bellars(perch), Graham Marsden(breom), Tim:
Morks(tench), me(eeL) Nev' FLckLLng(zonder), Dave PLUmmer(chuQL + 4 others.l
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VIEW FROM THE BIV" by ‘Stoemiés'

Well actuolly, !'m o pair of storm sldes ond | have the dublous
pleasiUre of belng attached to a brolly owned by one Dave WoLker and

as part of my Life | have to accompany thils human reject on his fishing
trips. This con be o most revealing experience and sb | have decided
to share my observatlons with you = the LLLustrious members of the
Natlonalk- Anguilla CLub. | hope you flnd them worth the effort as Lt
has taken me oges to Learn to wrlte.. As you can imaglne, this alone

ts no mean feat for a palr of storm sldes, as just puttlng up with Dave
Walker Ls o real tPLOL of pobuencab

Now my yeor begon wuth a trup ko. BoLo tn North Wales. | renewed.my
Fruendshup with 'old rod bog' and off we went Ln a new companlon,
'Gronny' the Grenada. Well, the Less sald about Balao the better.

Walker was not very meressed wleh the weather and dld not caktch much
except o bootlace or two. He defhowever, comment on the exceptional _
hospiLtality of. one Ernie Orme und the dreodfuLLg hOStLLe and unfriendly
Locals.

June 15th saw me once again Ln *Gronny’ ond‘heodtng down the M25 and
through the. Dartford Tunnel and Lnto Kent, Cotton Farm was our
destlnatlon and Walker was most relbéved to flnd that he could delve
'Gronny' almost to his swim. Belng rather Lazy, this put him in a
pLeasant frame of mind and so he set me up in a cozy Little swilm at

the entrance to an offshoot of the Lake. Not much happened until about
2300 when walker storted to gek Ltehy and by 2330 he started fishlng
and although feellng .gullty, he felt he redeemed himself by putktlng 0000
as a start time on his sesslon report. Nothlng much hoppened except
o‘couple of bootlaces and a couple of 1Lb plus eels while Lt was dark.
Walker was rather upset at gettlmg o Lot of short sharp takes on worms
and the old rods were Leant up agalnst me ot Least-a dozen times as

the hopoks were ripped clean. When daylight appeared Lt was hot and
breezy ond Walker declded to Launch some worms Lnto orblt and really
bent Lnto his flrst heave-ho cast of the season, . But | was just too.
qulck for him and grabbed the worms and hook as they accelerated past
my door and to my great pleasure, old Walker saw the funny slde of Lt
all, but then Left the worms danglling down my side.

The drop off LndiLcotor screamed tulce during the morning of 16th June
ond the resulLt ‘Was two 2Lb+ eels;" that made Walker very happy, but the
followlng nilght was o disoster wlth only two bootlaces to show for our
efforts. A conversatlon that WaLker had suggested that the eel netters
who had been working the nearby’ dgkes, ¢ould hove been Ln the Lake as
well and so his confidence slumped and he .pocked me up and we headed
home. The crafty angler sneaked out for o couple of stalking sesslons
on a nearby gravel plt duang bhe‘meek, ‘after carp apparantly, or at
Least thats what: 'Granny' sald on the foLLowLng Friday as once agoln

we headed douwn the M25 touwards Kent, '

‘This seoson was a complete disoster and Wolker was very uptLght
especlally as the very expensive whelks he had bought proved useless
and when the wlnd got up and blew forcefully stralght at my opening,

o slckening tearing sound signalleéd the death of two of my eyelets and
so mortally wounded, | wos pocked omog to nurse mg wounds and convoLece.

Well, by 1800 on Saturday, Walker’ had’ had enough of Cotton Farm and
pocked up ond moved o few miles further Lnto Kent to the BlLue Loke. |
wes re-erected as Lt was now rountng gulte heavilly and as | :fended off
the evll wetness, Walker notlced:that the swlim he wanted was about to
be vacaokted and so while Lt wos: sbLLL belting down, he actually moved.
Now this Us very unusual for Walker as he Loothes the railn and so-l
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2 guessed that he must be pretty keen ko flsh tth porthuLor swLm, a -
“small groveLLg beach ot the southern end of this Lorge chalk plt. Well

the raln contlnued ond wlth renewed enthusLosm, Walker busied hlmself
wlkh preparing for whot he obvuoung felt was golng to be a good .
sea@slon. - Then he even groundbatlted wlkh the.. whelks and while happlly
toLkLng to hlmself, he grew and greu Un condeence. The rain stopped

.ot 0100 and the fLrst eel hit the bank .at 0215 and welghed 1:07. Long

ronge worm was the balt and so Lt was for the other eels that welghed in

'wot 4 45 and 1:12, both caught Ln de ofternoon.

The Last weekend Ln June proved to be really busy for old Walker and
tt. was a joy to see him covered Un slime and smLLLng from head to toe.

‘The swim.wWos the LLttle' beach ak the.BlLue and from 1600 on the Saturday
“unktlL 1800 on the Sunday, 11 eels hlt the bank and ollL of these Ln

the dayllght. Nine of these were caught between noon and 1800 on the
Sunday. The welghts iLn order of capture were 1:01, 2:07, Lace, 3:01,
Lace, 1L00, 1:02, 1:01, 1:04, 2: 07, 1:06, all on Long ronge worm thh
ot one pount oLL three rods out. of the woter at once. Walker uas

prekty sabLsted wlth himself but blow me Lf he .didnt worry about not

gettlng runs duang darkness. | suppose you cant please every fat slob
atl the tlme. We'lLL just have to walt ond see whaot July brings.

.HopefuLLg, a few biLggles along wlth pleanty of sessions. Walker hos-
-got a- couple. of new waters for me to vislt and.so maybe | cam glve you

all 'something: Lnterestbng to read next month Lnstead of ths Load of

"drivel,...

Gerry Rogers = The Silent One by John Sidley

el éduLd well Land up as prebalt for onﬂeeLwéwLm after weriting this
'-orchLe on my very good friend Gerry Rogers, "but what the hell, its

obout time my old mote got himself o blLt of glory.

| FLrst met Gerry while fishing Earlswood, Lakes for plke way bock iLn

1976, | had just founded the 'Put Eelg Back' campalgn, and wrote a
Lletter Ln aoll the angllng papers askilng for support. At thot tilme the
PlKe Soclety, of which | was o member, had-just packed up, so another

Letter from me appeared Ln the papers asking for support Ln formlng
thé Eel and Pike Conservotion CommLttee. It was from ‘my Letters that
Gerry wrote to me-glving his full support and asklng Lf we could meet
eaoch other, A daote and place was flxed to see each other at the small

'Loke at Earlswood on a Sunday morning. |t was from that flrst meeting

thq; our frlendshlip greuw. .o ., .

- Gerry wos an oll out dedlcated pike angler Ln the wlnter months, taking

some flrst closs plke up to 21:06., His other Love Ln angling was corp,

-;Jfbench bredm and rooach. He had token carp up to 18Lb from Combwlch pond
. Un Somerset - maybg nokt blg by some corp;ongtens standards but a very
.good flsh from a very hard water. His bream fishing was done malnly

on the Norfolk Broads, where he banked flsh to over 8Lb. His tench

flshlng was done at Saunton Harrold Reservolr' where fish of good size

were to fall to hls rods. Roach to well over 1Lb came from Local

- ponds ‘and rlvers, all iLn all, a flrst .closs okl rounder. However,

Ehat was all to end when he teomed vup with old Sldley. | was ko put

';Gerrg onto the blg eel scene, o fish 'he had vup=tllL our meeting, shouwn

no -tnterest Ln. After:only the: flrst few months of us fLsthg together,

"l khew Gerry was not the type to see hls name or plcture iLn the angling

-.papers. ALL he wonted to do was to go out, catch a few flsh and mind
.hls own business.. Many o time | have seen Gerry Land o good olke ar
eel and put the flsh back Ln the wober without a second thought about

”.getHLng 6 photo of the fish. After welghing, the fish wos returned.

Many a time | gave him a right talklng'to but my words went Ln one ear -
and out the other, his only concern wos for the safe return of the fush.
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Plctures and a camera uere secondary to Gerry, Ln fact .l think Gerry
L& the only angler | have ever knoun who has shown so much concern for
hies flsh. There Ls.not many of us 1'm sure who .would just forfelt o
plecture of your best plke or eel. At times uwe have all had to return
a: good flsh, elther becouse there was no one .around to take o plcture
or your friends were too far-away or you had forgotten your camera.
How many. of us have put back a bery blLg fish with your mate ond camera
oF the ready just 30 yards away? : 3 -

Then olso Gerry has no Lnterest tn the: inscene of the speclmen hunting
werld, he £hlnks we are:all a Load of posers, .sLlogging each other, all
LA aoll, a Load of nuts. At times | Ehink he is rlght. | only wish
sametimes | was Llke Gerry. The bloke has no care tn the world. The
Féw times Gerryuhas been iLn the popers ond mogs uwere becouse yours
truly put his mug there and boy, | hod some stick over dolng Lt. The
man just doesn't want anything to do wlkh that scene ot all. | f
approached on the bank by other anglers, you will get a gopd morning
ouyt of Gerry, or good Luck, 0s you pass him by. In most cases Lt ends
kthere. In fact Gerry was nick-named ‘the dummy’ ULn the blg fish world.
He kept himself to himself ‘and got on with the job.of cotchtng blg
'#ish. But, toke my word for Lt, Gerry is no dummy, he Ls a flrst class
blo flsh ongler. An angler who thinks a Lot about his fishing and is

-wtlling to put 100% into everything he does. |If not for our friendship,

‘you could call him the perfect Loner. Many a time Gerry has gliven me
d good mouthful about going iLn papers wlth my catches. 'You're there
agaln are you Stdley, posing again...' comes his comment. ‘'You'lLL

be cruylng next week when somebody starts knocking you and your fish
captures. Do as | do and there will be no oggro...' The truth Us,
‘He Ls dead rlght. |f they dont know you they cant knock you.

1*ve gone too far now to stop seelng my mug iLn the papers. If |
ieould turn the clogk bock | think | wouldg very much Like to be onother
‘Gerry Rogers. As yet, |'ve never heard o bod word sald against Gerry,
.onLy pcolse, and Lts pralse thot Ls Ln order for . o first class big

£ish angler. |Its a friendship | hope never breaks up, Gerry and mgseLf.ﬁ

Wé are o team, we fish os one. The blg hauls of plke taken by Gerry

“‘and myself are a result of team work. | have yet to meet another angler

who | would Like to shore my fishing with so much os Gerry. . The silent
one ts o glont of o man. ' ‘ .

'Apart from his temch, bream and. roach catches of years gone by, Gerry
khas now two carp over 20Lb, best at 22Llbs 50z, a great deot of zander
‘B4 12Lbs,,plke to 21Lb 90z ond now his first Llove, blg eels., a good
‘number over 1, 2, 3 and 4lbs with one of 5Lb and 2 over 6lb, his best
ak 6Lb 100z. So next time you see me and Gerry on the banks, Gerry
Ls only willing to help other anglers out Lf he can. He you do have
any trouble getting Gerry to speoak, dont think -he Ls rude, or the
dummy, as some people call him, you willL be*ktalking to a first class
blg fish angler and a man | am proud to fish with and class as a close
friend. Gerry Rogers, the stlent one - Ls one hell of a guy.. .



- Lo ) R I .
Whaktever you may thlnk. or feel about other eel fishlng groups, Lt at

A LOST CHAIRMAN'S PAGE ' by MARK DAVIES 5 PO SR

(Ed. actuolly Lt was not sO much Lost as | hod @ sgéne”'Choeron‘s"
Page when | combined two months Lnto one edition of‘the Bulletin.) '

By the tlme you read this' the Bala Whit trip will h&ve come and gone.
i8ve no doubt that whethep or not' Lots of' eels were 'caught or whather

“opr not the weather wos gobd or bad, everyone would @njoy themselves.

We may olso now be clearer os to the . situation regofding relatlons
between the varlLous eel specimen. groups. ' P '

Stnce the- lLost BuLLeth; |'ve had a chance to talk ko ex-member Dave
Holmon. It would be falr to say that he has Lost allittlLe of:his
enthustasm for fishing and for eellng especlally, but having sald thakt,
he'lLL no doubkt be spending a good. deal of his spare jtlme on the bank
this summer. He sends his good wishes to all NAC, members and wishes
the CLub well for the future. - He:told.me he had recdelved a Letter from
Kevin RlLchmond -asking him! to join the Eel Study Grdgp; Dave had been
approached some years ago' when Kevin.formed the oridilnal ESG. On

bokh occastons Dave has declined the tavitatlon. = i

Least shouws that there is o healthy Lnterest iLn eelg and thelr
conservotion. In the past, many well known names Lrj specimen hunting
cLrcles have pald eels attention for a short perlod (of time and then
gone on to concentrate on other specles.: There areinow o good. many
anglers (other than those Ln the Anguilla CLub) who have speclalised in
the specles for some years. ‘This interest has beenﬂcbnfered_bg the
pubLilcatlon of Brlon Crowford and John Sidley's-boéok on eel fishing.
Bilan's book has of course sold well and 'is nouw tn Uts second edition.
were belng glven oway in @ junior angling competlt , It mentlLoned

that BeLan wos Chalrman of NASA but, Co iy dLsmog,iﬁope-no mentilon at

olLlL of his connectlon to Ehe NAC. ‘Why not? (Ed. | .dont know. ) '

s "‘; . I _ . ; :. ,I : '!::l

At the time of werlting thls plece, |'ve been out fort my flrst sessilon

of 1985 on the Montgomery Canal LniWales. A good venue for a CLub trip.
Three bootlLaces were caught but |*'ve caught eels whileh Ls very encouraging
desplte a -really hard overnlght frost. My pocket barometer was used R
and the sesslon report completed atcordingly. | feglL Terry may well

have put us onto an Lnteresting aspect of our fLshtﬁg by getting us

to precord barometric detalls. It wilb clearly toke isome years to ‘get
enough matertol for analybls but | feel the end resulLt will be very -
thought provoking. Although in previous'years | feal we went over Ethe

top os far as session reports yere concerned, Lt La¥sklLL an Umportant

"1 notlced iLn Angling Times of 8/5/85 that six coplez of Brlan's book
tdin.

_aspect of the CLub's activities. . - i

\
!

. : . o sdag
In part of my gorden |'ve got a stream which, flows ‘from the hillside
at the bock of my house ond Lnto o stone trough. '{¢reoLLsed this would
moke a superb Livebalt enclosure wlthout:the need fde o pump. | bought
five roinbow trout of aboubt 5/6 oz slze &nd put thém Ln. The flrst
doy three jumped out and dled but the other two havé setktled Ln very

well. | get a Lot of amusement out of feedlng them 'with worms, slugs
and woodlice. | just hope they dont ‘eat my small LUvebolts when | put
them tn. | put about 60 roach fey!into the trough and within 2/3 hours

they'd allL been eaten. Ybu wi.ll' feolise.the brout?%ca now very fat.

Do any of you want to seLL any Lhéms-of tackle oriédubré-soma? | so
why not put a small ad in, the nqx;@&uLLeth or Newsletter. . | seem tO

have a Lot of tackLe | never use ahd to start the paLL rolling = would

anyone Like to buy a 13° boron float rdd, model Magh!l made by ’ ¢

Shakespeare. |t cost me £120 and: has been used on&é. |'d be preﬁqrgd
to Let Lt go far £80.(no pfferslq,fhgfqtqil buy LE?Qii ‘to catch Livebalt.
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Mad you soy.. | agree.

You willL hove read Ln the Lost Bulletin of my aged sleeping bag. The
teeth have been dropping out of the zip at an amazing rakte of knots
and now the zip has gone completely: Thus Lt Looks Lilke |'LL have to
buty o new one,:

Best wishes ond good fishing,

Mark Davies,

FIRST SESSION 1985 by Mark Davies

| hove mentloned on a number of occoslons Ln previous Bulletins that
| felt the Montgomery branch of the Shropshire Uniton Conal hod a Lot
of potentlaol as for as eel fishino was concerned. |t has a number of
factors uvhich make Lt an Unteresting proposition for the eel angler.

Over recent years the moln arms of the SUC, that Us to soy from Ellesmere
Port to Market Drauton and from Nontwich up to Ellesmere hove suffered
from a grect increose in boat traffic. This often, Ln high Summer,

mokes flshing very difflcult, wilth boat traffic throughout the daylight
hours ond often into the nlght(contraru to BWB regulotions). The
llontgomery branch however, doesn't have this problem (but see below),

os from Queenstead (just the other silde of Ellesmere) Lt Ls dlsused,

and olong one or two lengths, de-uatered. After knocking down many
brldces ond sendilng the canal through culverts in the Late sixties ond
eorly seventies, booting people are now trying to open Lt up agaln

os Lt posses through some very atbtroctive countruside., For the time
telng however, boots ore not a problem. As the canol Ls no Longer
novicaoble almost oll the canal Ls very shallow and very weedy. ALL

the Locks are derellct ond they Look very attractlve os places where
Large eels could hide. The woter Ls clear and teeming with noturol

LiLfe and small fru ond all specles crow to a good sitze. Theu are houwever,
very difflcult ko cctch ¢nd this ¢goes for the lorge eels also,

Te souv Lhe conal Us underficshed Ls veru nmuch on understoteinent. Althougn
I have nckt flshed Lk verv much up to date, | poss Lt very often and

have uet to see another ongler. Hovino sald thakt,' the lLocoal authority
are tryilng ko prorote Lt for Lelsure persutts and ¢ nunber of walkways
and countrusice parks have teen construckted on Lts beonks, Lt uvas neor

to the srmoll countruside gork ot Vem between Four Crosses and

Wlelshpool thaot | fished on the night of &/7th Mkay.

I 'd made no specific plans uvhere to fish and was just golng ko go
along to tru a Likely Looking spot. I turned off the maln road at
Four Crosses to get to the canal and stopped on the conalside and
wolked a short wou down tc o basin where the moln branch splits into
two. One orm of which goes to Abermule. This Llooked o superb glace

but os Lt was overloolked by a farmhouse | declded not to fish Lk, (I
very funnu shen Lt comes to fishing. | elLther Like to fish by myself
or with one other (Le. Ernte or Dove). I'm not happy vith a Lot of
people about ond uwould never fish near another angler. | ehink this

has comething to do with vhu 18m not that keen to ottend ClLub trips. |
feel the disturbaonce caused by 6 or 7 anglers fishing along a shert
stretch of bank to be veru detrimentol to our fishing. | know Lt Us
veruy socloble ond enjouable to be near to other mernbers (thots one of
the Lmportent aspects of ClLub trips) bubt Lt doesn't Lmprove the flshing.

Cetting bock to the subject, | ¢ot bock into my cor and drove doun to
Vem where a cor pork/countru park has been constructed. The cor park
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is small with room for perhaps 6 or 7 cars but you are then right on
the. banks of the canal. | Left ny tackle Ln the car ond walked along
the bank untilLL | -came to an area where the conal had been.uwldened and
o boat-slipway recentlLy constructed (this was a bad sign). Houwever,
Lt Looked ottractive as there was plenty of weed growth and fry were

- constontly breaking the surface. | had plLenty of tlme to set up os

Lt was only 7pm. so | made two trips to collect my tackle and started
to get settled. - | declbded to fish three rods, one freellned Erout
deadbalt and the other two worms tedgered. | was.ln no rush to get
the balts tn so | just sat enjoylng the Last hours of daylight. ‘Having
sald that_no one ever fitshes the canal, who should come along and flsh
_directly opposite me but daod and Little Johnny(they'd only got 40

other miles of bank to chose from...) LLttlLe Johnny proceeded to throsh
about wikh a short rod and bread paste to no avail. Thankfully they
departed at 8.30pm saying the flshing was so ‘poor they woulkdn't be back.
(chank god). On thelr departure | cast Ln the balts. 18d had a Lokt

of trouble Ln previous seasons with bobblns attached to the Line by
clips so | decided thls season to stop using them. | now simply rest
old pennies(pailnted white so | don't Loose them) on the spool. You
can often hear them drop before the alarm give an indication. '

The .fLrst tndicatlon o6f a run was on one of ‘the worm rods. . 1 struck
quickly and tlghtened up and eventually ployed Lnto the net whab -
Looked to be a Log. However, on close Lnspection, | had in the net a
jack plke of about 4Lbs(you're not golng to belleve this) ocross lts '
jaws was another jack of about 1Lb and across Lts jaws was another Jack”
of obout 60z which hod taken the worm!!! Theu all released thelr grilp
and the two Larger flsh returned whilst the smoller one wos kept.to .
use as o sectlon balt (Lt was not effectlve and remalned untouched)

To cut a Long story short, | caught 3 bootlaces on worm, The night

was clear and Lt wos gettlng so cold thot | ktook my sleeping bag and
stept Ln my car with a terrier Ln my steepilng bag to keep me warm,

At first Light | returned to the bank togpack up to fimd the thermometer
‘hag pLunged to below zero and my Line hod frozen to the rlings. |
‘couldn't belelve this as the day had been beautiful ond sunny. The -
Lack of cloud cover had senkt the temperature right douwn, | got Unto
the car and drove home with the heater full on and stopped at a 'Little
Chef' for breokfast. (this is for Ernle's information)

| recorded the weother details on my sesslon report and. used. my. pocket
barometer for the first tlme. As |‘'ve sald before, | feel we might
find barometric pressure etc., very interestlng related to the feedlng
patterns of eels, | hope that all members wiLll cooperate with this:
aspect of the reporting scheme. The model that Terry recommended us
to buy Ls good volue and seems relloble, Thus my first sesston of 1985
had “‘ended. |'d caught eels and wetted my appetlte on o water which |
feel has greot potentlal.  Members who Like a drink willl note how many
pubs there are odjocent to the canal:. It would make o good venue for
a CLlub tprlp. It might be possible for those planning to fish with
Authwr on the meres to drive over and have a ntght on the Montgomery
canal. Accdess to the canol Ls excellent as all the controlling clubs
Lssue day tilckets. '

This was to be an occount of my first sesslon of 1985, Please excuse me
Lf |'ve wandered a Little. ' '

(Ed. you are excused - at Least you have glven us Lots of orttcLes
tth UEQP.....)_ I B b "
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