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(This months picture cover Ls of an old member, Chris Davy,
who used to fish all the time with Terry Jefferson - |
forgot to say who Last month's cover picture was of but
there are no prizes for guessing)



EDITORTAL

As tou should hove seen bt now, rhis edition comes Lo you
thonks meinly to btwo of our newest memters, Kevin Stephenson

and John SUdley. l7 the resk of you could match their afforts

and concern, bthen we would hove Qa good Bulbistin every month,

Now LkE's the close season yoL should have no excuse, diLg out
your pens and paper or typewrikter anc get crocking. If you

cannokt do on orkiciley write o Leltter commenting on artlcles

others have wrikbten or werite o note obouk something of

interest eel-unise.

The numbers of Letters or extracts from Letters Ln this
Lssue demonstrabes that iLnterest Ls there. '

It moy be of inkerest to you ko hear of a big eel that |
heard aboub onbLy Lost week. 1 was balking obout eels to
o member of the staff at my school when my Lab technlcian
sald thab his cousin had caught a very blg sel some years
past. | was Lntecested and asked for mocre detalls, ‘

8riefly, the eel was cought 20 years ofr 80 0Q0o, about the
middle 1960's Lp o woter abeut % mile from where | now Llve.
ltts welght was sald to be 8Lb 150z but was nok clalmed

os a6 record. The guu who cought Lt was not a spectallst
angler but a very casual one ond thought nothing much about
Lty  He took the esl home and hung Lt up Ln his shed to

dry out. A couple of doys Later he wes Ln his Local tockle
shop and mentioned the eel anc Lts size. He was o Little
surpeised ot the reacktlon, especiolly when the guy shut his
shop and hucrried round to the Lad's house. The eel was
wvery dry bu then but on welghing again, stlLLL went over
“FY%ibs. bt wos recovered and eventually stuffed, The guuy
stbillL has Lt., If | can get mere debails ['LL Let you know.
bt would put the eel as the second blggest cavght on rod
and Line, depending on whether you belleve Ln the eel of
10Lb* caught by o London angler Last year. There were no
photoaraphs of kthis eel however. Also esels of 8Lb+ and
9Lb+t were supposedly caught from the Southern Angling
Centre ot Chichester Last year. Again no photos anid not

Ve ry goqﬁ witnesses. Food for thought - were eels of SLb+,
OLb+ and 10Lb+ actually cought Last seasen? | moyld Like
ko belleve so buk bthese days, Lt must be very Jifflculk to
flsh public uwaters Like these, catch huge flsh and not be
able to obtaln positive proof. Moybe 1'm too sceptlcal,

| hope you all hove much success this year ond keepg your

. ears onog @ues open. if you do hear of any captures of
~eels over 4Lb, do Lek me hove os much dektall as possible,
If we are to continue to be o respected Club, desplte what
Kevin Richmond moy sal, we do have to keep our noses to the

cground or wotenr,

Arton Crauford
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THE SEASON OF 1984 by KEVIN STEPHENSUN
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I had an eel of 1:4 on Ledgered worm ond one of 2:6 sub-
surface frozen deodbalkt - the best esl of the season so far,
These, along with o dropped run, was all the action | had
oll nighkt. '

| walted untll the 1st of June for my next trip, agaln on

the canol. This produced two runs and two eels, one the best
of the season ot 2:10 on a sub-surface worm, the okher of
about 1ULb on o Ledgered worm., My Litble experiment of
chopped fish Ln o swim feeder seemed LO have paold off,

My Eenbti trip of thet sesson was flshing the some water and the
some method but resulted Ln o blank... Back Lo the drawlng
board with the swimfeeder rig,

My 11tch sesston wos delayed for over o month becouse of the
start of my kench, cats and chub fishing. This session was
on one of our Local pits, The overage silze 0f eeLs must be
around 4Lb, olLthough there have been onlLy three caught Un
recent years, The session wos a blank apart from two medlum
sizes tench,

Another experimentol trip and my 12th sow me on the baonks

of o very Large Locol reservoilr. In fact Lt Ls almost the
source of the Worwlckshire Avon., | hod problems most of the
nlght with drifting blanket algae and bottom weed, | wos fed

up by 1.30am so headed for home,

The 28 = 29th of July sow me flshing Colf Heath Reservobr on
the AB. | knew before hand bhot Lt woas o hard water. The
results of that Satuday evening and Sundoy morning otd Little
to change my mind. This Us the reservolr that produced the
8:10 exactly o yeur previouslLy,

Another session ab Calf Heath was divided by a krlp ko the
¢anaol, although Lt was another hard night wikth very heavy
wind and raln just after tockling up. | coulu onbLy stlck Lt
out until 1.00am before packlng up.

The Calf Heoth trip produced yebt another blank but a few
Lnteresting polnts come to Light. There are huge amounkts

of natural fooo contalned Ln the water. | arrived early Un
the afternoon and spent Lots of time Locking around the wote.
WiLth the clorlty and depth close iLn, | was easily abie to
wakch milLllone of daphnia (woter fleas) from the dom wall
ond tens of thousands of 2 - 5" fry occastonaly feeding on
thege, Plenty of fooo for all, | think the mojor problem
anglers here face Ls not that there are few flsh present, but
the amount of competition from noturabl food. | think the
eel angler wtll stand o better chonce eartly or Later Ln the
year,

My eel filshing unfortunctely wos not as good as | expected.
My flshing in general wos guite good this season - the first
three months | had broken four personal bests of duLfferent
specles.

For next season, | will filsh easlec waters such as Baston Fen
near Stamford ond some of the other East Coosk wokers. The
average size of the flsh may be smoller but there should be
plenty of action on most nlghts wikbh the chance of plcking up
some of the blgger fish, In concluston, | think | uwos trylng
te run before | could walk. ! alwaus hod a nagging doubt Ln

my mind that | may stllL be dolng somethink wrong. My sub=surfoce

belt flshing dowun the canal proved successful however. (K.S.)
o]
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ALTERNATIVE TALKLE TESTS by KEVIN STEPHENSON

This artlcle could stort the 'ball rolLing' ond see many more
articles from other NJA.C. members alLong simllar Lines, The
problem with the angling press Ls that very often, Large
tackle manufacturers ore supplylng the edilting team wlth goods
to review ond to keep this tackle flow up, there appears to

be an obligatlon ko give glowing reports.

It Ls my Lntention to glve reports on some of the toacklie
that Ls very good Ln use, durable and glves good value for
money.

” §

The firsk Ltem to szpring to mind s o North Western 42"

Landing net and handle. This has been Ln constant use for

the Lost 18 manths. The net Ls Light enough (wilth the holLlow
alass hondle) to net all fish single handed, even from some

of the highest banks. The hoandle incldently, Us 6' Long. The
net Ltself Ls about the Ldeal depth so. as not to cotch on
bonkside snogs but deep enough not to cause problemns wlth
"Lively fish", The whole net can be assembtiLled Ln about 10
seconds ond the prlice s very recsonable around £30.00 complete,

The Last three seosons hoas zeen my “"EVER LEVEL"™ sect uith o
constant battering and use. |k hos stood up very well from
short after work chub. sesstons to a full doys plke fishing.
The price seems o Little expensive, | think they are around
£28,00 now. There are a couple of models around of sumitar
design with o higher price tag. The ever Level seat hos a
double canvas seob and back rest cover on a Light welght
steel. frame., |t hos four double Legs (the Legs are simllor
in shape to ¢ bedchalr)., Two very Low Legs thot are filxed,
ond two fold up Legs, the front Leg belng adjustable for
hetght, This can cope with any and all bank slopes.. lt
packs up falrly smoll and con bestrapped to a rucksack,

Last close season | took a brip around our Local camping
supplier and come ocress o very small ges stove by the name
of *ERI GAS Backpoacker., 1t Ls a slightiy different, and to
my mind a much better one than Compbng Gaz stoves. To explaoln
brtefly, the burner Ltself Ls removeoble from a re-usable
culinder. The burner pocks up wikth the pan support arms
Loying flot, the windshleld comes cway, ano the burner s
then Lalg Ln the windshield and the pan and handle that
comes with the set Ls pushed over the windshield. There

are mony sizes of re-usable cylinder with the advonkage that
Lfyeu are golng on o Long trlp you con take o new cylinder
every time and not hove to wolt for the old one to run out
before beilng able to fLt a new one. In use Lt Ls quite
versatile. The pan belng blg enough to boil one cup of
water very qulckly. The handle will clip bnto aony opened
tin con, 30 soup, beans, etc. can be cooked Ln the tin. So
no dirty saucepons ko wash or cuarry home. The whotae unit
packs up to a very small 5" round by a couple of Lnches

deep plus of course the slze of kEhe cyllinder you use,
Another good point Ls that there are o Lorge number of
outlets for these types of cylinder, malnly because they are
olso used for DIY blowlamps etc. so they can be found Ln all
DIY shops as well as garages and even the Local suparmarkat.
Many of these are open Long hovurs, Sundays, akc.
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Other NAC members would find your tackle tests Lnterestiing
and even ot the other end of the scale, tackle you have nhad
problems wlth or an Ltem of tackle thalt iLs of poor quolity or
deslon.

THOUGHTS ON THE REPORTING SCHEME by JOHN SIDLEY

First ofal,! would Like Co thonk.all the members of the N.,A,C.
uho voted for me to become a member of a club | have for mony
Jears m}shed to join,

As you oll moy well know | am o founder member of the successful
B.E.A.C. | om olso u member of the new group being formed by
Kevin Richmong, the E.S.G. GCuring my clme with the B,E.A.C.,

Lt has been the wish of Mlck Bowles, Secretary, that the N.AC,
and B.E.A.C. should work with each other, } know thot Mick has
written to Brlan, wlth §'m glad ko say, areat. results, yet |
know olLso, that Mick has written to other members of the N.A.C.
myself too, and we are stLLL awaltlng replies. We con oll galn
Lf we onLy wlll put ocur thoughts ond Ldeas together. | .can

also conflermn te you that the £.5.6. woulo Like olLL 3 clubs to

nand together, and | put foruward thot o copy of old Doves artlcle

be sent to the B.E.A.C. ond the E.S5.C. Ve could allL start off
on the right foot by golng to the eel trip ot Bola Loke, during
the month of May. This trip Ls belng run by Nev, Evans and
Andy Borlow for the B.E.A.C. | for one would Love to see all
clLubs present at this flsh Ln. PYLL ewen jump Ln the lake LT
you all come along (not with n brick rouno mu neck Dave!) *

it was wibh great iLnterest thob | reao the reporting papers by
Terry, ond | will try my best to FLLL them Ln. -Yet, Ln past
years | myself have kept detalls of eels taken but |, must
admit, not on such o grand scaole. So far they have nok
‘helped me Ln anuway, in fackt | hove become more confused.
Length and glcth | have found, glve us no real clue Lnto the
capture of Larger eels Ln the waler being flshed. In fock,
doing the obove has caused arguments aniongst friends., We have
taken eels say wekghing 3Lb wlth o Length of 230" and o girth
of 7" ond another eel wlth say an Lnch lLonger and o YN more
girth, welghing Lless than albs, This Ls uhen your friends
start o think you are trylng to pull a fost one, As \Jel,

the moon, no moon, cloud cover, olr temp, wing, no uwind; has
not helpec me Ln anywoy. Woter temp. Yes, and depkth of

pater being flshed, plus the balt being used. ' The rest of Lt
is or has been useless to me, | hove friends who do the

obove reporting poper. Some are post members of the N.A.C,
Yet my eel. record Ls way above thaelrs and we Tish the samne

waters, | have been out Ln thuncerstorms o few Ltimes and
hove only ever token eels Ln any numbers once, the other
times |'ve hocd o complete blank, Gerry ond | once fl.shed

Westwood Park on boats, Ln the morning our tackle was coverecd
Ln thick frost, our nets were full of eals upto 5Lb 150z,
Another night Ln what's called perfect conditilons, we have
had o bLank. To my mind, you will only catch eels uhen they
are feedlng, regordless of weaother condltions. That moy
sound doft to some of ycu. “You willL onty catch when they
ore feeding", but think about Lt first before rotliling off
your chaitr. | once took six eels in one night from Earlsuwoed,
the best weighed &Lb 20z. | took them all home to show off
to the then members of the C.P.C. They uwere plLaced Ln my
bath at home, pictures taken, then returned alive, One of
our members commented while we were all Looking ot them un
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_the . bath. fAh John! You would not hove tdoken thot Lot UF

they hod not been feeding!" We albl rolled on the flLoor in ooln,. i
but he wos rlght, dofk as Lt may seem, he uas right, To me, -«
“the perfect condibions ore when one catches msels, not when one 4
blonks regardiLess of the weother, I my view,. one hos. to o

devote 100%,even more to be successful Ln the capture of Large -
“eals, For maony ueors | have devoted all my.summer time fLshtng
to the eetL. Before 1 started pike flshing, winter stints were
done, wlth 1 may add, Little rewards. 0n rivers and dralns yes
but on my still- thbPS Lt wos a waoste of tlime cng very mund

wrecking. - To me, there are twd types of eéls Ln our wakerways, -

tarae heod oad small head eels. Thare are also two,pupes of
eeb anglers, the ones whe-i belleve just ploy ot Lb, oad thu.
myhar . buse whe devokes his uhols foghing 20 cobching Lorge

aels. I Co 10U bmmek hase anglbers who rLEh n thel.e omn way,
allotooalk Ls do not knock Fha connler who La halpng succensful,

When to iy venwe | Loak ab the Lorke and on the bartk ! try
o heeoma bhe ool . Whears wooba |olike Lo bo oo fho woler?
Where would i nide up? Where would | feed? Tokung into
soonunis aroge Pobtovs ohaehed onbk, el desin 0f wmabes Lo Pimo

of year fishing, weedbeds, Foalien treed, deop offs, fry shoals,
creans wWhaesres deod Flanb ;nthué; cune=y e
A.’Qb}‘; 0 el L_;n Vomuto LiLlna ey bimLeq D1 L 'sthea ;yl‘,}j.f;j-;c_ﬁj "“'F."S"j";’
surface feeolng eeLq over dapn matnr. To my mind, e-method
minlofy ket nos Ul s IS W i LT o et
meugh oiackat | kry to fleh Tor, plus the matera -ty ko
Flon dg ot el o b o of Y A v dLD
ythen they come ﬂlong. pon B2 , _ golaed . khe
LLg g,nbﬁ Ly poel Eean? who 1 Rnou Ue x\SH Che mebhody
have ns uet only taken throﬁe sired sels, . atd t@o“:Ln-w;ﬂu~

, Foe shat Usn bhe

ne )I» }»)(\r

rhvesserr COME e Lovaiis b P R e hn Eie
abo Qve ‘-ll-'.'.?--"‘”"-.::? I £ ‘_:i--.."' ShG Gite T T i T ey
saken when the balk fios begn £l Li; o couple of fealk of .
water, Liko lhe ooeclne, |7 200 JAncadasn Ghoauh. ."L,.. u---x e
‘that b= okt gwbesurnfoce Fozilng, Tor I have seen Lorge esls
fegdlng L Ere apsiaows,  ALL Bhey hove bBG de ds CLEER -Shal.
neck off kthe bolkbEom. Of - ':.!’.lJ h'lr Litaroes - g &_nfa,. e .:'fl..Bd | =
think | wil)l stlchk e due ol \qsﬂw'mh DOLLOMm VFustics &eur

mamm e aa - L e e 07 ded thh. ALL | hope Ls the eal
Ladg who ac2 pubhtisg Ly os San mheca b cme b Hluuf‘{“'

Prows e Grong. ir not, juo& stop ang think of all. Lhe nours
which hove gone to waste.

R T ]

Once agaln 1 thonk you atl for voking me Lnte the N,A.C.
ALL | hope Ls | do not Lebt you down, dope to sse you oll
at bhe Bala Trip. Up til then | @ish you all good eellng.




EELSPRESERVATION bu JOHN SIDLEY

| feel | must comment on Steve Hope's article 'EelL Netting
and the future of our sport'. It pleased me very much to read

this article, for | feel this ULs o subjeck where all eel anglers,

be they N.A.C. members or B.E.A.C, members, must take on acktive
part. Many uears ogo | started a 'Put Eels Back' campalgn ofter
I had killed an eel of 7Lb 10z.. This eel was set up for me by
the B'ham museum, When | was told the eel wos reody, | went

to get Lk with my fakther. On collection | wos told that they
had put’ my eel ak 68" years old. [t wos then | siore | would
never kiLL another eel. for the table or for a trophy.

Since then my compaolgn hos grown from strength to strengkth, and
from Lt wos born the B.E.A.C. In Letters to the Severn-Trent

| have had Lt confirmed to me thot there Us o decline Ln our
maln rlvers of elvers, and the Severn-Trent are concerndd over
this matter, so concernad thok they ore now sktocking inland
Lakes with slzeable -sels., | even wrokte to the Prime Minlster
who wrote back soylng my comments hoad been recorded, ond my
findlngs had been passed onto the Food and. Flsherles Depaortment,

along with o petitlon of over 1,000 nomes. Steps are now betng "

taken by the §/T .to solve this probLem for as | -have_pqlnted
out khe bad run of elvers eoch yeosr can not be bLomed on. the .
stoke of_our poor . summers. - . -

| have spent much . time talking to the civer slde duellers that
Uged to-do.elver ﬁmttung on the Lower reaches of the Severn
“and -Avon. They have ongoin conflirmed bthat evepr since the elver
~gtdtlons opened up on the Lower river, the eel flshing has
got worse and worse. ~These findlngs, olong-with nomes, were:
-enk to the-S/T, pLus flshing records of days. and nughts [
hud spenk on the rlver flshing for eels with very small balts.
/iompored to- 141ueorq 0go, the total has dropped 1 -have also.
checked My andunqs out with th& Local mokech cuub S who hove
ol.so "noticed a._ bLQ decline Ln the. number of egls Lokon tn &
motch. At one time a match could be won on sMALE eels but-.
‘nok-today. . Whobt must bege taken iLnkto occount Ls khat the-eLveﬁ
statlons not only net the eLvens, bt ‘the mature silver eels
heading bock to the- Sargaso Sea .to spouwn; in fack robbing us

Tf o0l future eel stocks. Many years- age, Germony ond"HdLLond;?J“ p

had greot-vuns of elvers up thelr rivers until overwnettung

“ond -greed ruilned their rlvers. Must we wailt for the same thtog

ko happen here? | say no, uwe must hove our pleas heard nou.

We need N.A.S.A. ko put foruord our cries of help ondg action
must start now, The eel ULs the most abused fish thot swims

Ln our wokerways, we have all seen blg eels klilled needlessly.
If the same thing were to happen to a carp pike or tench, there

would be an out-cry, but what the hell, Lts only an eel, there's

bloody Loads of them, they can be thrown wup the bonk, Left out
of water for days and they won't dle, they're really Lough fish.
BRull-shit. An sel regordless of slze should be treated wlth

the same respect as any ohbee fish., | hate tench and bream
even carp, but Lf | hook any while eeting | return them with
as much respect os | woulo oany eetl. I!s Lt osking too much for
other anglers ko do the same. | put forward that kthe N.A,C.

B.E.A.C, dnd the E.5.6., get round the table and put Fforward
Lo the -N,A.S.A. o code of conduct for the eel, and ask for
thelr heLp. .

-




Another blg enemy of the eel Ls the eel anglér, myself belng
one of the worst Ln seasons gone by, When we report our eels
Ln the Angling press, we should not "glve out the nome of the
venue where our eels were taken, for the eel Crappers are
‘very quick to take advantoge of this, they then approach the
owners of the woter to ask permission Lf they can net the woter
for the eels, Belleve me Ehey also offer a very gooo grice
to do so. In most coses the owners soy yes. Belleve me |
know., 30 could | hear more views on the protecktion of our
eel stocks and for asking N.A.S.A, to start a code of conduct
for the eels, which Ln my book has been Long overdue. )

(Ed. See Letter from. Kevin Richmond re. E.S.G/B.E.A.C.)

EEL PRESERVATION 2 by JOHN SIDLEY

Over. the years | have heard many good eel anglers state that
alb deep hooked eels should be killed to save .thenm further
suffering. | say 'NO!', for allL deep hooked eels may not be
hooked ot all. L

To me, an eel should only be killed ULf showing signs of:oLstress.
If kthe eél blous blood from Lts gtllls or mouth, or clokgs of
.blood show at the gilL covers, or Lf the eel's body changes
colour Ln places, then these are sure signs that the eel wilLl
dle Lf returned. |t Ls best to kiLLL Lt by cukking off Lts

head in o clean cut wikth a sharp knife.

In my time eeling; | have taken many eels home ond put them
Lnko my bath, both Large and small eels. Some of thKese eels
 have been deep hooked with a size 2 Mustad No. 29641. After
~ronly o few days, | have found the hook and ktrace Lylng Ln the
bath. The eel recovered to full fitness in. just a few doys.
The eels were placed in a white bath and Lf they turn o very
Light grey colour then there Ls o good chance of survival, .
The eel Ls trylng to blend Lnto Ehe background. This also
explains the different colour of eels found when fishing pits,
|l hove taken two tone eels, half bronze ond half Lilght green,
possibly from Lulng on o sandy or gravel bottom wlth weed.
Eels that are jet bloack possibly from a muddy bottom and all
bronze eels from gravel or sandy bottoms. Thie has been.
demonstrated when | coptured two types of eels from one Lake,
When flshing over a very muddy bottom my eels weee bLock, yet
on the same plt near weed beds theﬁeéLs_wéPeugreeng and therefore
there Ls much food for thought.

To try to prove my polnt on the eels hot belng deep -hooked

I "have had some very good pike. These put up o real hard
battle before belng netted. When taken up the bank for un-
-hooklng, | have found to my horror that the tall of my balt
was sticking out of iLts mouth. My flrst thought was. Lt was
deep hooked Ln the .fat, Yet, when | hove openeo its mouth and
pulled at the balt's tall, Lt came out wlth the hooks Untack. .
The plke was not hooked Ln the first place even though Lt put
Up a very good flght all the way to the net, Explaln Lt |
cannok, but | do know the same thing happens with what we
think are deep hooked eels. Agailn ! have seen this proven,

An angler!l know took on eel of Just over 2:8 on a full bleok
deadbalt. His hook was set Ln the root of Ehe bleak’s tall,
When he Landed the‘eel he asked me to help unhook Lt. |
trled.my best to ease the hook up but without any Luck. It




was way down Ln Lts gut., The eel to my ming wos showing no
signs: of dlstress and | told the. angler to cub: the krace as
clLose doun kthe throat as possible and to return Lt. He saldg
'No!": Lt would onty dle.' It was his.eel so he killed Lt by
cukting its ‘head off. | asked there. and then iLf | could open
the eel up to see where the hook was aond what damege Lt had
done to kthe eel's gut., Whaot we found made bheugngLer very
si.eks HUs hook along wikbh the blLeak deadbalt were iLn the
vel's gut. The hook was stllL Ln the root of the deodbalts
tall. |t had not even hooked the eel. If LE had been
returpned, Lt would have done what .s0 many eéels have done Ln ¢
my bakth., Even though | had.tried my utmost to pull that
hook up | could not move Lt. This gave the Lmpression that
the hook had set deep, but it had not. Most Lmportant of
oll, the eel had shown no signs of distress, Therefore Lt
should have been glven the benefit of the doubt and returned
~allve. This.is a point | feel should be passed on to mehbers
of N,A.S.A, and iLn articles written for the angling press’
by fellow eel anglers who write for them. |If more anglers
knew the above |I'M sure they would not kiLL all their deap
hooked eels. | have proven thils polnk to. mony anglérs mho
Ln the past kllled olLL thir eels Lf the hook could not be
removed., With the forming of the E.S5.G., together wlth the
B.E.A.C, and the N,A.C,, |I'm sure we could get more published

on the eel and bring Lnto the open that there are angLers who

do care obout the welfoare of the eel.. We can Lf we albl joln
together, put the  eel on the map and stop Lt beung ble most
obused fish on the List. '

WINTER EEL ANGLING by KEV!N_STEPHENSON

] beLLeve this was a topic of dlscussion at the A.G.M., Let
.pe. flrstly soy thot | hove never set out Ln the depths of
winkter to try ko catch an eel, ALL winter eel coptures have

bean occldents -durlng plke fishing sessions. Over the Lost
few seasons, | hove spent o Lot of tlime fushung on some of
the smatller fenland dralns. In khis time, | must admit .thakt -

| have never Londed a Lurge quantity of eels but enough te
drow o few conclusions from.

For the sake of argument, | wlll call winter from October 15t
to the end of the season. Looking back through my dlory,
-there ore several bhings thot stare me-Ln the face. The-
‘first Ls thot aolmost wikhout exception all my runs or flsh
come. after mid day, in fack, at any:tlme in the ofternoon
through until dork. The second fact ke come to LLgnt Ls
that the weather does not seem to pLog a Large part Ln the
.eels feeding habits. | have taken eels iLn ollL weather
conditions, from a _milld October ofternoon to o very cold
Jonuory blizzard. Most of the fish | caught hove been
between one to two and o holf pounds, unFOFkunoLeLg nothing

“bloger, although | haove spoken to a plke angler who caught an .

eel o shade over faur pounds a year Lost March., The only
thought 1 can gilve to the out of season feedlng habibt of
the 2el maou be that of chonge Ln abtmospherle pressure,

Most of the flsh token have - -been. caught on small dwodboubf o
“fished on a.uwlre btroce and trebles.. The eels were iLn a
feeding mood glving confldent runs, even with the heavier
blte-tndtcators and tackle. Ll :

The following notes from my dicery will | hbpe Ltilivstrate my point:+=
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Sundoy 30th Jenuary 1983 - Weather very cold, strong North
Westerly winds with scattered snow showers.

5 pilke to just over 10 Lbs., one fmissed run on o 2oz roach
deadbalt ot 10.450m, another run on ¢ roach deadbait of about
Ehe same size ot dusk produced an eel of 2:2 Ln the milddle of
0. snow storm, - ‘

" Saturday 12th March 1983 - 4 jocks to 6Lb all -on Livebatit.
Y eel of 1:6 to a deadbalk.  The weather was warm wikth a
Light . breeze, cloudy, no sun. Eel caught ok 2,30pm.

“Januory 28th 1984 -~ Draln up but nok flowing. Weakther dull
with tight delzzie Un the morning, outbreskes of sun Ln the
afternoon, 7 plke to 17:3. GCne run ot 1.30pm producing
an eel of 2:5 on a floak Ledgered roach deadbaik, The eel -
was a very bright sllver ond Ln very good condiLtion. )

October &th 1984 - South Feurty Foot Dratn, Lincs.,

Weather dull and cool, wind vartable Ln.both strengkh ond
dlrectlon.” No runs at oLl on o paternostered roach Llvebalk.
At 3.45pm, 1 missed o run. 20 mins Later | Londed on eel of
1:13 to the same method.

Just after this, | Londed a pike of 6Lb an another roach -
Livebalt, At 4.50pm | Landed anothepr eel of . 1:8, again on'
o Livebolk. Ancther run ot 5. Epm agatn Lo the some mekhod
gave me o very solild reslstonce - another eel. This. Elme

. the eel had bur Led Lnto the weed to eat the meal, After a
couple of minutes | wound Ln a moss of weed and eol slime.
At Least | dldn't Leave any hooks or tackle Ln the eel.

To flnlsh this artlcle, | would Like to say bhoat winter eel
“Flshing con be o worthwhile persult on gome dayss b Ls an
“area the N.A,.C. con expoand on.

Looklng bock at this article, you may be wondering whot |
am getting all exlted about, The slze of the eels may be
gmall, but the avsrage Ls oround 6oz for normal. Fenland eels
“~-ask any match ungler. "Food for thought"., has Lk sorted
the wheok from the chafi? ' '

(Editor's note - | have in my records, debolls of at Least three
‘eels over 7Lb coptured during the winter of the pasi few
se0s0ns by anglers pilke FULSHLNG. vuvunl) . ~
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
1.: -From Artchue J. Sutton

Many thanks Brlan for your efforts siLnce taking this Offlce.
I1f the recent BubLletln can be séen as a barometer of houw
tthgs are goilng, then we may be Looking forward to an
increase Ln Lnterest wikthin the CLub. Let us hope thot this
ts -so, for we had nothlng but the wall okt our backs, |
belleve that the Lack of iLnterest Led to our Loslng Goblly
ond Daif and possibly' Dave Holman. .

‘As for the articles in the BuLLeth; they were excellent,
FuLl marks ko both Neville Evans and Dave Waltker for not
only having token the trouble ko write, but also for choosung
subJecbs which were certaln to promote iLnterest, -

4 did enjog 'Turn Agaln Arthur' by Dave Wolker. This was
the kind of response | wished for., - lt's true Dave, | am
getting too oLd - and that's why | wank the occaslonal -
nudge from younger members.j You are possibly correct. Ln
. most of what you say, espectally Ln your comments. on that
particutar strebch of the RLver lea. | do Look forward tec
youp JoLnLng me on a session or two at that venue - and
‘moybe we'will disecébver thot | am not 86 old ofter all.
Angwog, Ehankyou Editor and weriters for youp: efforts, |
dore soy that | aom not alone Ln breathing o great sigh.
of reLLef that the Bullatin ond the CLub LLVSS on.

3+

2. From vae Ho Lman

-Deor members,

f!t Ls. wuth some regret that | now forward my reslgnation from
the Natlonal Angullia CLub., After 10 enjoycble years 6s a
member of the CLub, !'m afrald thot | have finally reached

a polnt where my eellng enthuslasm has dipped to an atlL.
time Low.

No. Longer Ls the wilnter FLLLed with endless tackle mokung,
Letter wriking, pLonnLng and storung away pFOVLSLonS for the.
summer trlps to come. MNow Lts o chuck Lt and chance Lt affalr
_mhpch_sumphy dpes noe Justhe at all to.our great quarrg;A

1 well remember joilning the CLub Ln 1974 and the wave of -

Frtendshup and help that come my way. . Invutes te restructed

waters, speclallst tackle thoughts and iLdeas. orﬁLved Ln everg
poskt bg most of olL the guys that made up Ehe. CLlub.

When -A.J.S. arrived ot Whitemere on openlng night 1974, |
had never met him before and yet he opened up hls box cnd
honded me o superb set of his blLte alarms Free of chorge,;;’f
*Ernle told me your alarm set up wos none koo good.' he sald.

" 1-stLUL have those buzzers and hundreds of sesslons Later
I have yet teo come across o moreée relloble set up.

Not just Arthur .ond Ernle, but mhng members both past and
present coan anly be regorded os Life Long friends whom | am
sincerely greatful to, have known ond ahared encounters mLth.

Who knoms the enthusuoem thabk hod me ouk everu weekend (and




d ‘f’

SO many eVénLnos LnbetmeenJ From-March"tLLL Cctober each
year, moy returny 1'd give onuthung ko r@capture that pure. .
maqLc ‘of Lt all once agaln « + .« but Lt's gone.

A rother mlxed up Letter, but may | thong you atl, members,

for for your help and fruend*hup over the years. | have
enjoued greakly belng o member, bub the time has come to say:

" forewell. | hove been a member Ln number onLg for the Lost

1 Ewo years.

The true maglc of eeLung, the Lime gently puliing off the
. spool. just moments before gou strike. - ‘ls Lk 6oz or: 6Lb?'

'3There e somethunc spebLoL obout eels ond f ve sald Lt before
but bug eels don't come easyy however = mou ong come your -way
; tth S8QasOn. ,

Dave Holman. -

3. From Nevitle Evans
" Correctilon to artlele Ln Last Bulletin -

Sub 5unf6ce-ﬁggg

'-F;:...«..a.;....., wikth rhe eel’ usuaLLg attdcking from betouw,:
the -hook needs to be Un thils pQSLbLon, as ehown. To avold.
burylihg &he hook into the balt on o Long cas B 5% gie o 'OECH

'PLease odd the- vorreubuon to the artucL&.ﬂ;
(Fd.. Soery Nev )
: j{d From “Seuart Greeﬁe

oF thynk Lt wouLd‘be o good iLdea bo complle a tlst of woteers:

_thot have produced blg eels. 'Thls List should Lnclude as
much- dota as possible on eoch water.. (Ed. we dld somethlng
Like thls about 12 yedrs ago so perhaps Lts about tume we
dtd hove nnobher go ‘to come up to date. )

ALso de dngone menruon a vislt to IreLand at the A.G. MR 4
xwouLd ‘be more than willing to do the *donkey work' at this
“end and: | feel confldent that rekurns would justify the

trouble. of comhng over. Any member would be more than

”ij»meLcome.

g??DQﬁdEQp me a Llne = atl the very best for ‘85,

Stvart Greene, DublLin.

85 From Erpnle Orme
ﬂinfermcttoh concerning eome:oood eels captuned my way.

btothom Pool near Lqmm {Lynn Angling CLUb) 5:2 and 6:2,

" Lummvole, near MLddLewich, 4:8 and 5:8, olso very Lorge tengl, .

e ,_g_r;

" orfe, chub, barbel and gﬁagLLng.
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6. From Kevin Richmond, Eel $tudy Group, March 1985

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE NATIONAL ANGUILLA CLUB

Whilst the Eel Study. Group opprecLotes the suggestuon belng
made thot the B.E.A.C., E.5,6. ond NJA.C. work together, Lt
Ls the opunuon that such a propositlon is unworkobLe.v

The E.S.8. and the B.E.A.C, have agreed to work together Ln
cLose .cooperatlon wlth eoch other, and the members of the
E.S.G. are ogreed that, whilst they hold no mallce agalnst the
"N.A.C., they feel that until the N.A.C. sheds o large '
percentage of iLts 'dead wood membership', Lt Ls in no
posi.tion to offer sufflclent Lnformotton to enche EcSs BN
members ko beneflt from what they feel wouLd "ot present, be
- a verg one—suded exchonge of- Ldeos_ : i 81

Should the Notlonol AngupLLa CLub 3how a rapid progression
Lh iLts ' akkltude to cleoning out Lt¢.f'dpod wood', bthen. the
EeL Studg Group would: be prepored te review the sutuotton
on Les "merit, and Lf Ln agreement with the B.E.A.C., wauLd
re=submit the above proposat te Lkts “ membershlp.

Stgned, Kevin Richmond.

EdLton's. comment,

Hovbng known Kevip for over 10 years and having experLenced
shls. ktraumatic exodus from the N.A.C. followed: by the .
“dlsasterous fallure of his 'EliLte Eel. Angtipg Group'!, the
eresponsubLe way he Let down Poul Hamilton-in IreLond - the
way he was pUbLLCLSSd ‘a5 the 'Scientlfic Advisor® to the
~aptlrangling, group | F'The League Fop The . Prevention of:- Crueth
By .AngLing', etc.,, etc., 1 was, $tLLL prepared to. give him
the benefut of the doubt ond support,_»u _ : \

L

Tha obove Letter follows o letter o Kevin. From John SLdLeg,
oskan Lf the ktheree. clubs could, work. ‘together to present e
unlfled front .as mentiloned Ln: his. article. John is o member
- of khe E.S. G. and was nob consuLted 0s LndLCQted above.

Kevtn s Letber Lnducates he LS StLL’ suffeang from o NQSSLVG
dOSe of. egothLLcaL self- meortonceg AL am very Lnterested in
recelving the B.E. A C.'s view on, tth Lssue., . :

_BrLan Cramford
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