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EDITORIAL

! stlLL do have quite a few articles iLn stock but | am' using up
those sent to me typed first, as | do .not have the time | thought |
mouLd haove, ko type them., | will try to type them os | can so Lf
you have sent me hond written articles - be patient. [f any one of
you have access to a typewriter and could type out articles Let me
know. Remember, | now prefer typed articles. |f you type them, .
'Leave o Large margin eLther slde of the text as per this page. |f
you photdcopy your orthLe to keep o copy - remember to send me o
top copy otherwise the scanner will not plck Lt up. | have .several
copies of typed articles that | have to re-type. :

In my report on Bala Ln my Ediltorlal Ln the Last Bulletin, | made
comments about the row | .heard from across the Loke and as ltuwas
comlng from the directilon of where the BEAC Lods sald they would
be flshings, . ' | sald that the BEAC appeared to be holdilng a sing-
song by a huge bonfire. That editorial resulted Ln qulte o few .
repLles from BEAC members. Some of the Letters simply expLoLned
the situotlon thot the BEAC found themselves. surrounded by boy. i
scouts and- other campers who were having the sing-song and bonfLre,
(that wos Nev's Letter) to other Letters that | wllL make no

. attempkt to quokte from. | am sorry to say Matt sent one of. these.

" As 'soon as My error was poLnted out to me | wrote to Mick Bouwles
ond offered my apologies for jumpilng to the wrong concLusLon about -
the source of the row, :
{-om pleased to be able to say that John SLdlLey's book 'Successful
Eel Flshing' is now published and makes exceLLent reading. and will
of course be an essentLoL part of onyone s LLbrcrg of eeL books*\;

After spendLng the Last 20 years or so dm Long sessuons for eeLs

- arffd plke both during the day and night on all kiinds of seats tn
oll kinds of swims and uncomfortoble positions, | now feel very
comfortable whatever the contours of the bank. | have aquired one
of the D.P. odJustobLe bed chalrs and ordinary chalrs and both
can be adjusted to glve me maximum comfort every sesslon. Theg
are very reosonably priced, indeed are half the price of anything:
else slmllar 6n the market, Demond Ls expected to be high for these
products., If you are lnterested -~ | will be bringing both ko the
"Summer Trip akb Bastom. | may have room to bang a couple Lf gou
tlsh to buy one now and save the postage. : :

In this edltlon of the Bulletiln ore the anoLgsLs resulkts for March
AprLl and May. | hope you all read and digest the iLnformatlon
presented and that you have oll sent Ln your session reports for
June and July to Terry. Remember to Let me know of any good eels or
. eel catches you may moke for me to LnclLude Ln Newsletter. Also
remember that | require. an artlcle about evenr eel of 4Lb ptus you
catch. ' LR %

| feel | have to moke a comment about this year's poor summar. e

Ls no joy to sit out all nlght Ln pourlng raln and gale force wLnds--;ﬂ

Thet sums up my sesslons so far. They began Like that akt Eoster,
continued at Whitsun at Bala ond are stiLL the same now. My’

garage Ls continually full of smelly, damp Ltems of flshing: geor .
trylng to dry before my next sesslon. Usually LE Ls just my nets.
Leb us all hope for a good Autumn ond some. Late sport wlth blg eeLs.

_BrLan Crawford
EdLtor
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This is being-written in early June,but will probably be included in
a Bulletin of a much later date,We have just experienced the wettest
an coldest two weeks I can remember in the month of June.In nine days
time it will be Midsummers Day,the longest day and yet I've only
fished three sessions(two of these being over the weekend of the

Bala Trip)I only hope that the good weather of a normal summer
.extends a little longer,to compensate for this poor start.I look
forward to those sweltering days on the Meres with AJS and Ernie,

succulent steaks and cans of beer cooling in the shalfows!

I-would like the fiembership to give some consideration to one of them
preparing a talk and perhaps a slide show,which could be giv s

4 ; ML e BNE ﬁ%%@ﬁm s e
AGM in November.Both Dave Holman and Terry'Jeffeﬁﬁbﬁ“HEVEvdﬁﬁg‘ 18" g

at previous meetings and without doubt were very well received.This
type of thing rounds the meetings off in fine style,and inspires:ithe
- membership.If you were prepared to do something along these iines
you would not find a more appreciative audience. )

I hope that our three provisional members are finding their association
with us worthwhile.I believe they all have great potential and lets
hopethe committee will be in the happy position of offering them all
full membership(this excludes Matt,who as a junior will have to serve
a two year provisional period)at the November AGM.

It cannot often be the case that a single specimen group(ie.The National
Anguilla Club)has within its ranks,persons who have written the only two
books in publication on eel angling.We have Brian Crawford and John.
Sidley.I am eagerly awaiting John's book,whose contents will be very
revealing.For some reason he seems to be very reluctant to reveal his
methods in the material he's writtfn for the Bulletin.Perhaps he does'nt
want the sale of the book effecteg! . :

Although I started writing this early ianune,its now early-July and I'm
Just finishing it.Since I started to write it I've fished one further
session for eels.I fished on a Marina on the Shropshire Union Canal and
had:eels of 2.14,1.14,1.10 and a bootlace during an evening session.In ny
books a good session,even though no monsters were banked.I fished in my
favourite marina which always produces good sport.Its not easy to fish

as eels can quickly become snagged arounnd the walkway supports.A quick
strike is essential and deadbaits are liphooked. . '

I dont know about you,but ITm always appalled to see large spawn bound .
tenchdisplayed in the angling press.It would give me no pride to catch
them and dispay them in that way.They should be returned to the water
immediately and not even kept in keepnets or sacks.

I'm still left wondering why,even now there are a few memberis who cannot
be bothered to make any contribution towards the Club's activities.I'1l

-

say again what I've said previously,if you do nothing at all you shouldn' t

be in the Club.
Mark Davies




COMMENT by MARK DAVIES (on)
THE OTHFR SIDE OF THE STORY by John Sidley
I felt that John's article should be commented
upon.by me and I hope other members will repond to it as well.
Firstly,John,I decubt there is one member of the
NationalAnguilla Club who is bothered about whether or not you

. have caught . the large eels that have been attributed to you in

+ E

the past.If you dida't catch them your only deceiving yourself
no one else and secondly if you did congratulations on such a
fine acheivement.Bu:t it doesn't matter,thats history.If the NAC
thought that you warranted provisional membership then we
believed you.If we had any doubts you wouldn't be in the Club.
So stop trying to justify your existence. I have said
previously that we should enjoy our f£ishing and enjoy being
members of the NAC.Everybody contributes to the club in
different wajs It is not possible to equate effort simply in
terms of the number of sessions or how many four pound eels you
catch.We are not a group of fanatical cranks, We Hhave got
together because we enjoy the same HCBBY(and thats all it
is).wWe enjoy flshlng and fishing for. ee¢s(honefully big ones)in
partlcular I do not want to devote' ny life to. catchlng big

ieels.I would find that very bering.In  this respect John I

believe you have got things totally out of proportion.I dont
want to become an eel even when I'm fishing for them. Nobody in
the club can or would want to make such a commitment to eel
fishing as YOu do.If I can get out once aweekfishiﬂg(for any
species!)I'm doing well,let alone fishing for eels.Some members
may think that because of my attitude I shouldn't be in the
Club.If you: do lets hear why. John,you have obviously got a
great contrléuulon to make to the NAC,but could I make a
request?You ﬁhave :the greatest record of all time for catching
large eels.Could we hear how you do it.I would be most
interested to hear about your tackle baits and types of swim
you like to fish in.You are preachingto the converted when you

write abou% <z~ ~--- _ ... Tltn the greatest
of respect,the NAC were doing their bil in this regard in the
1970'sNobcdy in the NAC has s~alled you a liar so you've no _
needto worry on that score.You are clearly a thinking angler,so
lets have some of your thoughts on paper.Flease don't tell us
we'll have to buy youi book to find oﬁt about them@Well that's

all I'm going to say - and remember,enjoy your HOBBY!
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THE CAPTURE OF THE SIX

This fishing's a funny old game , since mid-April I've travelled
hundreds of miles in search of big eels , I then go and catch the fish
of a life-time from a local lake.

‘ It came from a water I just did'nt rate , you know the type , easy
access , full of bootlaces , and a struggle to catch a two-pounder sall
fish falling to worm , with a run on dead-bait belng a very rare
occurrence .

Well , that's all in the past , this year there seems a change in
the eels diet , now you get run after run on dead-bait , with many fish
in the 2-31b range . The only explanation I can give for this , is the
huge increase in small roach/perch that have appeared over the last two
seasons . So much for the background . Lo

The story starts on Sat. 6 of July , although I caught fish of
. 21b O8ez and 21b 120z , I lost a really big eel , in a close-quarter
fight , which picked up my perch-head , fished in the margin , I've
‘ never felt such power from a fish , It bit straight through my wire
trace . I've never felt so gutted over losing a fish .

Two days later I was back to try again . The night passed quietly
with just four small eels of 1lb+ to show for my efforts . Just before
dawn , my friend John arrived to see how I'd got on ,we sat there
chatting as it grew light . Nearly an hour later , at 04=55 am. I had a
fast run on my middle rod, the bait , a perch-tail fished on a Sidley-rig,
" had until then , remained untouched in about 18ft. of water . I wound
" down , and struck, and with a good heave brought her to -the surface ,
where she lay twisting and spinning, I quickly dragged her across the
surface , and into my eagerly awaiting landing-net .I can't give you a
‘tale of a terrific fight , she came in as simple as that .

As she lay quietly , curled up in the bottom of my landing-net , you
could see she was a big fish , by the girth on her . Out with the scales
and with the needle bouncing around the 6lb. mark , I had to give the
scales to John as I was shaking so much . After re-checking , the weight
was confirmed at exactly 61lb. She measured 39" long , with a girth of Q.
After a few photo's she was slipped into the keepnct , while John when't
to wake up another friend . Considering they got dragged out of bed af
05-30 in the morning , Alan and his wife were quite good about it .
After a few more photo's the eel was slipped back intc lake , where she
swam away strongly .

As you can imagine , 1 was on cloud-nine , after a couple of phone
calls and a few hours sleep , we all met in the local to celebrate .

Although it does'nt sound much on paper , it's an experience I'l]
never forget .

Nev. Evans.
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ALL ALONG THE MARGINS: OR TWINKLE, TWINKLE LITTLE FLOAT

Dave Holman used to push the idea that it wasn't necessary to cast
as far as possible to catch eels: on the contrary, he suggested
that we should pay much more attention to the water directly under
our rod tops: the margins.

I'd like to be able to tell you that I followed Dave's suggestions
and met with great success. Such is not quite the case. I have
tried the idea and fished the margins on more than a few occasions
last year and felt remarkably confident whilst doing so. However,
the eels have so far evaded me with this particular approach.

The margin fishing I have done so far has been mainly limited to my
syndicate water, so the lack of success does not concern me as the
place, as most of you are aware, is notoriously slow in producing
eels.

What I would like to do is try to convince you all that the idea of
margin fishing is one which you could all try, not just anywhere or
at any time, but in particular circumstances and locations.

Firstly, let me give you some idea of the circumstances under which
I fished the margins last summer, and will continue to do so this
year. .

"Most of the swims at the pit offer the opportunity to fish baits in

specific locations rather than just casting baits at random into
open expanses of water. With channels and islands all over the
place, it is seldom necessary to cast more than ten yards, and at
times much less in order to place a bait in a likely holding or
patrol area. In fact, there is sufficient water depth close in to
Iiterally fish any bait hanging vertically from the rod tip. Under
these circumstances, I dispensed with more conventional eel gear and
used a 12' through-actioned tench rod and fished with an isofloat of
my own making for bite indication. More of that later. N

Now I would like to suggest a couple of possible locations where the
method could be well worth a try. Obviously you know your own
waters and whether or not this approach could be used, but anyone
fishing gravel pits in particular has the ideal venue as there is
invariably deepish water close to the banks and that is all you
require; many lakes and meres offer the same deep water close in;
another venue that would be ideal for the "close-in" approach would
be static or very slow moving canals. '

Back to the gear to use - and I am not suggesting for one minute
that you sit up all night staring at a float. You can fish the
margins quite happily with normal gear but you should be most
cautious when dealing with a run, bearing in mind how near to you
the eel might be, not just when it picks up the bait, but when you
strike just remember that you. are not trying to set the hook at 70
yards plus range. I have found that the use of a float at night
comes into its own in two particular instances.




If you fancy a short evening session, say up to midnight, you can
fish behind a couple of rods using isofloats quite easily. Three
or four hours staring at a single isofloat is enough to have
anyone's eyesight playing tricks on them, but if you fish two and
not too far apart, you can switch your gaze from one to the other
without them appearing to "dance" around or merge into one, and when
you are used to them, it is surprising how readily you can read
bites positively. L

Another instance when I would "float fish" and the time I have used
the method most, is when I have set up for a normal session with say
two or three rods fished in conventional fashion. The float rod is
then used to one side of the swim but only for as long as I am able
to concentrate on it without eyestrain, because then it ‘becomes
impossible to differentiate between real and imaginary bites.

One of the biggest advantages of this close-in approach,.and for
this reason alone it deserves everyone's attention, is the fact that
ground-baiting could be devastatingly effective because you can be
pinpoint accurate with the placing of your bait and the groundbait
whether it be a carpet of maggots, chopped lobworm or any concoction
or mixture you care to experiment with.

I would strongly recommend you try the float fishing approach soon,
for not only will it add a new dimension to your eel fishing, it
. stops you settling down on the bed chair too early in the session!!

I will describe in more detail the gear I use and hope you give it a
try'- . . v Al

The rod is an old Olivers "tench", twelve feet long with a test
‘durve of about 1llb 40z, built of hollow glass.  This type of rod is
so forgiving that given a reasonable hookhold, you could never pull
the hook out of a fish, yet it is capable of holding almost anything
hooked at close range and I have no worries at all about the rod if
I do hook a big 'un close in.

I am a confirmed "Mitchell" man but use whatever reel you like, but
make sure for your own good that the clutch works perfectly. I use
6lb b.s. line, usually Sylcast or Maxima and if I am using worms, I
join a 12" length of 12-151b mono to the reel line for the trace
using a four-turn water knot or "cove" knot. For deadbaits, I
would use a multi-strand wire trace.

The thing that makes this tactic possible is the float. It is
possible to use "Starlights" on a conventional float which provide a
brilliant light for several hours, but could work out a bit
expensive if you take to the method and fish it a lot. As I
mentioned earlier, I prefer to use an isofloat of my own making.

It is simple to make and I have found it extremely effective. I
have provided diagrams to show how I make the float, but all you
need is an isotope (the more powerful the better - I would recommend
a minimum of 500 microlambert power) and one of the Peter Drennan
range of "crystal waggler" or similar. Mine is made from a 3 1/2
AA model. ‘ N '

S e e =




The fact that the "crystal" floats are clear plastic.tubé means that
the isotope only has to be fixed inside the tube and the job is done.

Here's how:

(a) Cut the top painted section off the float.

(b) Superglue a short length (1/8") of silicone rubber tubing to
each end of the isotope. " : ‘

(c) Check the position of the lower end of the isotope against the
tube and place’'a smear of superglue inside the tube at this
point with a matchstick. (Try not to smear too much glue
inside the top of the tube or it may impair the isotope's
visibility.) ’

(a) Push the isotope inside the float tube applying another smear
of superglue to the top rubber before you push it inside the
tube so that it finishes just below the level of the top of
the float. " ”

(e) Cap and seal the float with a plug of araldite.

JOB DONE!
- araldite.
i £ i
5 '
Isclope. wikh
o ?ﬂzzwcﬁnx!wi
t \
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tulos)
(& - (’,\;*-
e
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That's all there is to it, so why not give it a try. After all,.
what can you lose, apart from a couple of hour's kip on the beédchair!

TERRY JEFFERSON




~ A LETTER FROM THE CLUB SHRINK? OR SHOULD IT BE ANALYST?

Dear Member,

Included in this Bulletin should be an interim report of results
received up to the end of May.

Before I go on to p1ck out one or two points from the report, I
would first like to.thank all those who have fished during the close
season and sent in their Session Reports on time. On the whole,
the completion of the reports has been very accurate and
comprehensive though I must stress again the need for all sections
.of the form to be filled in as indicated in the Reporting Guide.

It might take you an extra two or three minutes to complete your
forms that way, but it will save me an extra two or three hours work
in sorting out details at this end. ‘Thank you.

On to the report, and before you all go screaming off to hide at the
prospect of wading through pages of numbers, particularly some of
our newer members who probably haven't seen a report quite like this
before, I would suggest that you study one page at a tlme, and the
various details contained in each section. ’

~ Each page concerns ‘different aspects of the flshlng that has been
fdone, and I shall try to deal with each page in turn: iy

Overall effort

Quite simply, this page tells you who has sent in reports, how mary
sessions, how many hours fished, how many eels caught, how many
larger eels caught and the number of hours each bait was fished
together with the eels caught on the different baits and whether
usage and captures are day or night.

Running down the list there is also the standard. (RH/item) figure
which averages the time required to catch an eel with-'a g;ven bazt
at a particular part of day or by a particular angler. A

That may all sound complicated, but if you take each section in turn
you should find it fairly straightforward, and it might make all the
forms easier to understand if you study a session report and the
guide at the same time and see how the various sections fill into
the report. The column on the right of the page gives the total
figures for the collective effort from all the reports.

Effect of weather against catch rate and size

This form deals with the possible influence of various weathdr

details on the size of the eels we .catch and the frequency at which

we catch them.

Each aspect of weather is detailed separately'tbgether with the eels'

caught under a particular category, the number of rod. hours fished
in particular conditlons, the number of larger eels caught in given
conditions and once again the RH/E averages. _




Effect of bait tvnz and additive etc

This form is split into two halves. The top section deals with day
‘rod hours fished with various bait, additive, pre-bait and - . -
ground-baiting and the eels caught under each heading and, the '
averages again. It doesn't take a genuis to see that day-time
eeling has .so far begen a ccmplete waste of timel!l . ': :

The lower half of the form deals with the same information but for
night hours. -

1 am doing a separate analysis of the various additive, pre-baiting
.ahd ground-baiting done, but I will nead ruch more effort in these
aspects before any analysis will be worthwhile.

Eels caught (2:004)

_E&Biest form of the lot this one. I have not included the name of

water or captor on this form but future reports should contain this

information. You could easily work out who caught them by
referring to the overall effcrt page, but I'll save you the trouble.

The 4:10 the best eel I've heard of so far this year, is a personal .
‘best for Kevin Stephenson. It came from the good old GU canal at.

. 23:50 hours on three lobworms, and as you will see on the chart,
Kewin ground-baited (chopped worms) so lets.seec some more effort in
that direction. Congratulations Kevin. : %

The rest of the cels over 2:00 were all taken by John Sidley who
seems to have found the gate key to Westwood Park Lake againi! All
‘John's eels were taken. in two sessions and all on four lobworm
baits. They nust be hungry buggers John? .Incidentally, John
fished from a boat. ;

In all the averages contained in the report, I expect particular
"~ trends to show up. ~They are not very clear at the moment, but they
will become clearer as the amount of recorded effort increases as

the seascon goes on, and as I have said before and I will say it many
times over, that effort must come from you lot and please, please, -

please send those session reperts in on time..

Terry Jefferson

£33+ S M AEE T
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.2 EFFECT OF BAIT TYPE AND ADDITIVE
PREBAITING AND GROUNDBAIT ON CATCH RATE AND SI1ZE DURING DAY _
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BT g"ﬁE-ofN'NEV'-.'.:'S_':EROELE_@&._NATEE_Q_ by JOHN_SIDLEY s Tl

l;uooknh'gaaawithterbstftn-our Nev's arktlcle 'ﬁfProbLeﬁywoten';;-

£ Nev does. not mind | would Like ‘bo. bell:you about a stmilon water

. o good frlend of mine has been fishlng. The Lake is just outside

. glrminghoms = bt Us a private CLub water and can only be fished by

: ;ﬁ6n=CﬁUb'mémbahsimLth-o“spepLoL Lnvitaotlon ‘tlcket. | have fished

the Lake mQSeLftmtbh'mg;goda'ftLend John Neakth. dn such @ speclal

tlecket: The Loke Ls very okd, belng bullt many years ago aos a top

‘up reservolpr for the Worcester canal. The Loke Ls' just over 100

% acres. .Fhe deepést area pelng by the moLn_dqumoLL:_fAt-Lts?fQLLesb,
- khe depth Ls 40 foot. The Lake also has many bays and shallows.

Weed growth in the Summer Ls very dense tn
s o great-head of very small roach and bream fry wkth many Large
shoals of fish Ln the 30z to 8oz brackebt. The Lake also holds
- specimen roach to over 3LD, capp to over 30Lb, bream Lnto double
i flaures, blg perch and pike with the best so. far at 36:8. There
4. us okso presenk, .Q veng‘Lungé‘humben_of kEhe bLg mouth type eels.
1 Iy fock, these eels belng the blggeskt deadbalt mouth type eels |
have ever seen. To Look dat they seem LLke, baby congers. :

. Like Nev, no matter whot John chuckad out at those eels, they would
rbp Lt apart.  On the nlghts | flshed wlkth John, Lt was action all
. pkght Long, wlth bokh of us uslng over 30 baite o ntght on two rods.
- One ‘eel I sow Chris! Tarrant Land took o near 120z roach deadbalt
tntended for plke. The eel had bent the roach Ln Lts jaus and got

,Ltjﬁuhf_mng=domnftt§ throat.  That fish welghed Ln at just 2:8,

,WAqJﬂay;sntdﬁféeLEsteokﬁ. were ktrled but stilL those ones and twos
-goutq[hovggqggo'qb the balt. Perch mereﬂﬁrLadfaLso;_ao'weﬁa small
© pLke up ko &% Leng; but stLLL those eels were @ paln Li the neck.

; g R A Tk R e A Tale e | gu e SE

© Talklng to John about the problem anc Eeulng to thlnk:6f o oyito
{Lgﬁtﬁgmgngspgbhalbebter:eeLs:- for one w S“found,deadvdﬁ-bhéfwd&er'
m#;ghggg?ynjaﬁjqwer*?hb-; John sald kthat ac the dawn broke, the
-_gumbﬁht'bﬁfruﬁs started to drop off and a couple of the eels that
! gﬁugnyyon,a_coupLa of Lobs flshed for carp or tench were of -
i ﬁ&tﬁ?“éhie.ngore4megbhont - the shape of the eel‘s heads were
_ a'tﬁt.dtfﬁégéﬁtﬂ, Picturegs thot Jahn-shcwédfmaaconftrmed-thdb"theg
2 gmotL mouth type eels. At thls tlme | was fisnhing Westwood
T PaRk . wblh G ebggand-code.ﬁob;drdg'mQSQLfmowog to have o knock with
1 ) suggested to John to Ery hLSVLubkLguang-theidqg-ttmea To
- hls isurpelst 5 Ehe runs: from the eels were belng counted on one hand,
: x-&@tﬁtﬁa_w;pghp'ﬁwuckqt=cf'th,aeLs'were-htghéﬁjondﬂthpy all showed
 ‘the small mouth features. Deadbalts were nok ' touched apact’ from

ffil 'Eﬁ&adQQﬂﬁEE&-ptdkLng one Up..

. Jehn now doss very Lltkte :ntght stints on. the water and who con

. bLome htm. He hos token eels to 5411, 4321 ang o good, feuw upper _

qhasfg,So-ﬁay,vwouLd=tt pay you to do:more stints on the woter duelng

_*&&';QQQ?LLth*hourg,.mltﬁ the omount of flsh eoting eels actlve ot

hloht. Could those blg gLrLs‘ba_Lthg_bmg%phﬂpwotﬁhngbdomn to feed.
tch Lads and

I moy. sBem so golng by what you have sald obavkt the

A -goucsétf.&aktngubetben slzod eets whlle Ut Lesstlil - Lhght.  Oh the

d&d“tqke;a'coupLe‘oF aels ovar 4Lb vsing uheb we thought were Large
sel sectlons, passed on. the ‘Lnfo to another 9o00od frlend Ln
~BUralnbham; who was golng. to eal flsh the water the naext week“end.
-The info passed on,-my;mote‘ﬁtshed-Lobs'Qn,th ftrs;,ntghb;sﬁtnt."

yakeer under 5 fook. There

" questlon of what deads to_usgy~evantbhougﬁ'nowmotkéﬁg@hnt:sizé~bott
was put at these eels, theg-wouy¢'atLhL_hqyaﬁg‘knockﬁht chem.; Geriry
and | had the some probLem at o couple of wakers heahQSomerse&. We

P S U e S LTS
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run dgveloped on the head sectlon. After about 40 uards Q
.. a bloody btg meal, Food for thoughb(....) don't: gou thLan
w_meLL mate '~ best of Luck.

f:(Ed. See Nav s artlele - ths Lssue for John‘s onswer frgm

'THEY DO GO WALKIES OUR ARTHUR Eﬂ JOHN SIDLEY

:45

It was not Long before he: taok an’ eaL of 4:8 ‘on tha warm and LE had j"

‘the blg head and mouth fedtures. ' Now & 1:8 daodbohk.fégdbnﬁwﬁats '

head Ls ope very blg mouth full for any eel to take,: buk my mate
cut the head off and out Lt went. A couplke of hours Lobar ‘o sereambng
% Line had
been taken he wound down and pulled Unto a good flshi. When wetghed -
she went 5:14,  The head of the 1: 8 was way down the flve" LS hhncot

So Nev, could that be gour onswer as well' on gour wober, Chﬁck"em 5

: FQLLLng bhe ubova mebhods Nev, all gou con do Ls keep knOckLng"gut

all those Little devils and hope a.blg gLrL comes- oLnng. lg .j gou |

'.l've hod mcng thoughbs on bhus subgect, whg ‘a wobar dues a. de

. and wWe need to keep one step ahead of. them as Ln ;arp fle

for eels regordless of their suze, once onglers have fished the
water for eels. We all know thot the flrst on o waker tn: persutb
of eels wlth any know=how wiLlbL be the flerst ko score. The wate
then keeps dropping off each year to a poilnt where you: moudehhhnk
avery eel has gone walkles or worsk stiLll ~ the old eet braﬁpurs
hnve poLd a. vLs&t. - : . e , _ AR,

r have mg own Ldeas that the eel mag avold - our buLbs Oﬁc

Maybe the eels hooked can pass on Lnfo to other: eéls. thbV”'”
botts are a danger - far fetched Lt mayisound byt gobng- o 0
was' at one time also. There iLs Phil's udgo put forward thot mMosSE
eels hooked dle after being returned. Llke Arthur, | have proved
this wrong by keeping many an eel Ln my bath at home. Whot | do.
know Ls that eels will Leave the Loke for | have seen Lt hoppen on
two waters. | have fished. | have seen eets Leoving two Lokes vla

o brook in great numbers on night. . | counted over 39 @els and khis
was golng on most nlghts of .the wagk Eels of all slzes, not just
flsh golng off to spoun but eels thnt were doing a bunck because the
angllng pressure was too great. A falp few had been hOOdew Could
they hove communicoted to each other thaot Lt was too dangerous to
stay? Or wos Lt just a mass run down to the river? The eels | saw
and held showed no signs of the golng back features oné gekts wlth
eels on the way bock ko the sea. | even caught them on rod and Line
in the brook. Was Lt a new home to them and did they feel safe Ln
taking my bailt because they had Left the pool? The two Lakes Ln
guestion dled a death for eels. |t was .a great slght seelng oLl

those eels swimming down that brook but sad for the Lokes For Eheg

hove yet to come boack to their former glory. .

So Arthur,_l know for sure that eels wilL Leave a waker’ mhen bhe
pressure Ls put onto them. | saw Lt golng on. | watched Ln. amazement:
as those wrigglers went walklies. It was a grand nght ko san but one ;
| hope never to see agaln on ona of my woters. ' _ s

-
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AT LONG LAST AN EEL ROD 5% ON THE MARKET gg JOHN SIDLEY

thoseryears | have deslgned a. rod Ln my mlnd which would be
Loeal’ kool, ‘one which does the work at Long ronges, medlLun

For mnng genrs the angler who LS. neaw bo eeL fLsthg has baen faced
wlkh Ehe problem of what rod would be best to use for bhe captara
of those power packed flghters.. When uskLng Ln backLe shops - far

dneel rod, ‘he Ls forced Lnto bUgLng o' pad which: is: elther 68 tthk !

as-a: burge pole und only bends when uou ‘hook Lnto o great’ mthe =g

Q' pod which Ls g0 .sofkt one could .use Lt for Erout: fishlng. The
teukh Us that these shop owners don*t know a th&ng about eeLLﬁg and
are only Looking for a qgulck soLe. Over the years'l have. ‘been tn

conbnct wi:th_mony rod ecompanilés dasking L they would: be Lntepesbed
Ln' bulldlng a rod deslgned for the eel angler. The answer, sadly has
quugs been no - Ehe market iLs tao. small..:Not enowgh could be sold

: ho‘moke a profut =~ the eebL. ls not a soughb «after flsh, - Tharéfars

f ug make do wlth what we. hbve thch s euthar a kae rod or
“&*up carp rod. ._T, ¥ o

?h&waifor mang geors tried nLL tgpes of rods and bLonks.f Oven

for cLoée-Ln works One that wlilibe as good for soft. balts'
as’ morms, ‘postes, etc., but wlllialso handle dead or Live flsh boLbS.
I am also cenvingced the rod wlll handle any plke | om ever goLng to:
coﬁch usLng smoLL or torge balts.

.GoLng over the rod design wlth one of two mates who. flsh fop cobftsh

and heve caught them to over 30Lh, Lt seems the rod wlLL . beokay on

~ Ehot scene also,. Sounds koo good ko be true doesn't. Lo o We Ll

gt Long Last | have got a rad bullder who Ls going to put this rod
on the market. . His name Ls Paul Boote (Marseer). He has just
token over Ehe Grahom PhilLlps Compang. In Ehe next month Oni.se;
he wlll be sendlng over to me a couple of rods to tests %*‘:h

jobs wlth a ktest curve of elther 2%Lb orz2%Lb with o c0mpoundrtoper.
lEcwlLl be from one of these rod blonks Ehe flrst ever eel rod wlllb
cofle on the market. There will be no bullshit = the rod wllLL be

flLeld=tested to the fulL on all aspects of eellng and plke flshing.

The rod will be 'A1' before Lt Us put on the market. If my design

~ can nokt be .pukt together, the Ldea wlLL be scrapped. If okay and
-whqt we soy bthe rod wlllL do Ls thq;;ruth Ehece should be pleanty of

FLsh chturas £0 back our statementsi We all know that what sults

gpna angler moy nat sult another, I *Ve got o very sneaky feellng
thet this tool Ls:golng to please all that use bk, 1 will Keep
Jou Lnfbhmed on our progress on the first ever bLonk to have Ethe
Snamie Angulilo angutlla put on Lt. Betbter Late Lhoan never. The

. réd can onLg do eeling the power of good. It will help:pukt the
eel on the mep Ln the angling world ~ to my mind Lt has been Long

; .%overdua. “If you are Lnterested Ln this new rod then drop me Q LLne

s _;t wLLL be veru Lnterested to hear ynur comments.

'»Betber gtLLL ~ send comments Lnto me for. pubLLcotLon Ln tﬁe
.Letln = Uf the 'rod Ls ready John, why not bring Lt bo ‘the: AGM
tn. NGVmeeP er the SGM tn March?) ;
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. Once ogaLn,‘Lt was mLQh graot Lptaresb bhat peuo Tarrg

‘thisg ‘seagson - all of them proven 6 and 7Lb waters, | have one
. water where | can drop back onko ko knock out.a few 2. and 3Lb fish
.. Just to. kaep my splrit up.'. Fb;me; that"s eellngs |'0 rather see mgs'
'ba&uLn Q0 yp once all nlght and hook Lnto o ‘blg § than. see Lt go up
'QVQPH hour ori so. thh 25 anu

whk Aﬁﬂgléhnker, I heLped o
'fﬁam*Ehe voLVe bower mhen e wgs cLeoned ouu.,

7 sakd ‘about Jok
‘kneuw Joh “would score wlth: the blg eels flrst, 'He had to Lf he,as

“tloun scalese ‘Maybe | am speakLng &Ut of turn, but, can you ktell ma
- nam, ha#e you found out ongthng thh oLl the Lnfo coLLected 'S0 - fdh?

i e g G e S e 2 b 1
B e e L
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l WANT TO KNOW WHAT MAKES THE BIG GNES TICK st TERRY 23 JOHNLS{DLEVT

'Sesstn Repaprng kn ParspectLizf {VoL&QE”No,S

TaLL me Lf i m wrong Terryy . but de John wnbson knockraut the amoun_“
of 3 and 4Lb eels that you and ChrLs Davg dld at Abberbun? 18 feel it

'nob_dml bet John g wcteh was ‘o very slow one and eels very few and o

Far betwean.a I well remember John Landilng hls 6 and of the huge
hauls of eels from Abberton: by prends mhé knew and: fLshed mLth
John and fLshed Abberboa. ' ;

Whut I am trgLng to get ovepr Ierng, Ls ths, on the waters where
those masslve eels Live, | the eel qngLLng Ls venpy-hapd and’ stow,

-somebhmes walking a month or more for a ‘run. | bet my Life that

Lf you had gone over to John's!: waekter wlth the Lnfo galned on all
those 3Lb plus eels LE moﬁLd hohe :made ‘no Lmprovement on John's
catches stmply: because the head of eels were not present Ln the
waker, The eels that were presanb were of a hLQher standard bhan

 Abbeprton, which tokes me back to' Ehe days of Earlswood, On the two:

Large Lakes, eels could be taken every night of the week uﬁ N S

3Lb .wikh the odd one of 4Lb.  Yet on those same nights the .small .
Lake dLd not produce. |f the condltlons were nLght on the night ~
Uni'the two Large Lakes then why not on the small Lake? Agaln, i
smeLg the head of eels in the small Loke was smaller but o hall of
a Lot blgger. So, how ¢an we put to good use the Lnfo on oLl those:
smal(l eels on-waters such as John's, ' Earlswood and even Kingfisher
Lake where the amount of eels con be counted on one hand but jusk
Look at thelr-slze. What | think we need really, Ls alL the: Lnfa;“;:
on those proven waters producing blg eels, waters where 2 ond’ SLb
eels are very few, the average being 4 and above. Surely as :
speclolists, thats where we should abll be putking. tn.o
Once ouf woters are proven blg eel venueﬁ,we should sk
and ‘get- as much Lnfo as we can.: il am flshing 3 ‘very hoed water

knowLng the chance of a bilg one or "
3¢ (Lo your answers “We fushed ;o RTINS

d mebgh a6 for a Local, Andu

he sqme reoson gou fushed Abberbdn[

av book_bhe ¢Lcs of ! (Ehe Fhah

ﬂeadhng whot gou i
s moter and of your exploits akt’ Abberton, o mey: L-g

wos not. geLng through Loads of ‘other smaller eels, his
Q No_ Terng, we don'ic.need ALL this Lnfo-on 28
T:Fh.aven ‘need the ‘unfo an Eha 45 a

hf-nk-‘-"._,
ance

_ 5.“va been Found deod.* Moghe then we could stnrt to geb o ra
Uekure on the feedlng habLks of those monsters we hope bo get’ Gﬁ“

(Ed. Let's ‘have comments on. hhese thoughts from aLL mambers pLaase 2

as Lt does concern all of you ond:the accountabliity of the ClLub,

Declsions on the format of the Reﬁortung Scheme can only be chongad
at AGMs.. What are gour views? ‘Don't just slk there and read other
members efforts - don't slLt 0n ‘the fence = put pen to. paper.) T
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4:10 - 10:4 by KEVIN STEPHENSON

A few doys ofter and |'ve just come douwn to Earth to enable me to
wrike this plece for the Bulletin. This was my flrst Large eel
whilst elther fishlng for them or since jolnlng the CLub. Although
| had Londed an eel of just under 4lbs. whilt tench fishlng.

My arrongements made with a fishlng companton, Carl HLLL from Derby,
was for him to stay over at my house on the Saturdoy evenlng and -
to travel down ko Ehe NASA AGM on Sunday mornlng, | suggested that
we have a few hours down on the G.U. canal and ‘promi.sed ¥ him an
eel to better his persdnal best of 130z. :

We arrlved around 8.20pm and ‘elected to flsh elther side of a road-
tridges My slde of the canal was qulte narrow with a few Large
hawthorne  bushes on the far bank. Quickly Lackled up 4 rods (well
to tell. the truth = took the elastic bands off and clipped them
together). Past experlence told me to fish with woerms on 8 rods and
a frozen dead balk on the fourth. This also allows me to experiment
with sub-surface bolts etc, on the worms and still fee confldent.

The nlght Ltself *screamed' blg flsh, heavy caln on the way down
then very LiLght drtzzel as we arrived and very muggy ond close. The
sort of sesslon that every tlme you sat douwn ofter attendlng Cthe
rods you broke Lnto a suweat. :

No sooner hod 1 tackled up and sat douwn when Carl came round to say
he had missed a run.on o margln flshed worm. As the evenlng
progressed, the dnlzzel died away but the evenlng was still very
arm ond the eels contlnued to feed, Ln Carl's swim.at Least.

Just before midnlght, | popped round to where Cark wQS'ftgﬁf
flnd out the bad news on how many fish ‘he had caughtsy. The sEsu 2
was about o dozen runs, 3 books ond o tehch. He then asked me how -
1 “had got on wlth:!a 'one up on you mate' type LOOk on his face. He
knew anywoy buk was just rubblng Lt Ln. | had flshed all:.evenlng
ond not even had a run ond commented to Carl two or three tlmes that
kthe reason for thls must be becouse a Large eel was around.

=4
o

At this point we agreed to give Lt ten more minutes ond:pack up
at mtdntght, when:! suddenly picked up the sound of my- - drop—off
on the still night air. | rushed round to my rods and sauw Lt was
the furthest rod away whlch had Line slowly belng token off,. the
one with Ledgered worms fished Ln the boat channel. Winding
qulckly down | mode contact with a heavy. flsh of what | thought was
around 2Lb+. After quite a Long ‘'see-saw' battle, | Landed the
eeL, At this point | was very Lucky, the eel, just as Lt came to
the net, became very stiff and rigld - so much so Ln fact Lt
almost came over the spreader block. At thils polnt the trace gave
way - more on this Later. It wasn't unktilL we shon the toerch down
Lnto the Landlng net that we found out how blg it ;as.' The welgh
stlng wos zeroed on the Avons and kthe eel popped Ln to reveal a
welght of 4Lb 100z ond vital statlstics were 38% x 8%". It wos o
brlght silver eel with quite visilblie spots that seemed to fade d
LLttLe after copture. Also the rear half of Lts dorsal fln had
been damaged and an odd wound on Lts slde suggesting boat doamoge
perhaps. .| declded to take the eel home toO photograph’ Ln the
morning. The eel was kept Ln the bath overnight and dropped back,
Ln the canal after photograpghing om the woy down to the AGM at
Hatfleld. ' - '

This Ls my ftﬁstfeéL of .any Large size from the G.U., infact Lt is
around tuwice os bLg as anything else | have had from there.

T e e b




Lons ch Ehe con&h'hnd paLd off’

fThe dechﬁion ko ’Laﬁ *hurb'ﬂéf
huve been bafora denLghtcf'

. because FO%. oﬁf nhc*nah ~UnS.

.On stca”ches tha“ pﬁoduce na:&

or Jeﬁg fow" runs L& mng be waﬂt
_-Lyhtta more nhbénbhon. o '

r Yhe eaL wus cuughb on Q Docranqrace thch Ln mg basts Ls orap
‘tulce as: abraslye resistont Gl g 11L06 SQLGGSE.M Another test 'L
bhat I i¥lad Lk quLbe easy b’ JLbc through 14Lb! Sgtcusb ‘wlth mg
teethy 'the Dacron-trace Us 6l dzh more dLfeleult. ' My miskake o
‘playlng’ bhe sel and couslng bhe! trace o fray: gnd break was thp
_¢ipraged khe seL.wlth the rod.hobd hlgh and the' ael splashliag vl
. gpounRd’ dhgthc top and: l coulditigar Lts tegth graklng across: tmgép.jﬂ
"Paceon os | played Lke  Next Llge, the rod aLst&yde be aLmo
-.bouehtng the wubar Lo avoLd se probtams.u,'clﬂ_ _

,PUTTING MY THOUGﬂT$ ONTO PAPf«

s qur“somagthe aa dr hanaub’ chotrmnn Man; qutes, las bee
_glﬁrémphtnm me 'to. do' an artléleifor oul ‘Butletln: ofi the perils of
: uah ﬁLsthgf&uckLa denlens Perhaps. after . bhé Summer ' 86¢
it ‘ und bo tt. € Lsﬁgﬁb‘sag the Leuﬁb,iv %u Lntarésh; 2
AR el exhaustlng and my f_;”gfreochon Lv ho &évLae you nc&vﬁ :
-fj'ko oan n%tachbe shop..., Tl _ K R £

v

i by ERNIE ORME

Hamever, mhut Ls Foremost La mg mind rtght now Ls to axpress :
‘comments o the recent’ Bulletlng, mast of whdt: | *ve read Ls géf'
Stuff and. belng one of the (se-calted} dead~wood" Ln our CLub,

hauteneﬁﬁ_nd humbLed abk mhotﬂf*ve read.

\E an’ puﬁmLed canfuaed ond dLsmngad though bg G'Lot af mhet J
. SLoley hés mrtuban and.fy Ehobghts ora thusn. job
_..LnVOLved 2wlkh NASA or any ohhor congling body: zh ”akhng Qﬂ‘
. pegard kO eel consarvotton, 12y alwoyé:, been dboins» ongtin
_ ppLLchs. Let’s fese Lk, rettlng and bﬁoppbng Lnione" form G
'-qnotheﬁ ‘has beeh goLng on fonr hvndreds of years. ond there ts
- sweet nﬂéthg e on anyone sloe can do about: Ukl So Let us !
~,{‘¢urru anaftshung for blg: e@L -and LLtbLe aeLs‘nnd hrg ko anjoy
€i3hqunabhves whtist dolfg 'so. ilch
R - gantLéman ond o very good 1 i
 ﬁ€ouﬁs&n,|mho sald some ysars fu ‘two pound pLus aetts o bl ;v'
o oeelty. His thoughtis and obsefii:Lons have alwdys stuck Ln my ﬁ'fﬁf '
,;,ﬁecuﬁsd he eﬂjﬁged his eel fts ng and always had. Lt Ln perspﬁ&ﬁ- e.'
“+@9§-qunﬁ for you Lo say you are nob Lnuereshqd-@ :
8 _% bhéf‘ﬁaéb ts: qubthch. My view' wﬁub eel Ls an ;

' jou preach ‘that ﬁuﬁb to-the younb dnl’

y help Ghem fram. Beconlng: very b
o blg: eéL, as . dh% Ln my early

) '.Illl ':.)’ _ " h - ¥ v o . f\i.
mhﬁ uﬁe=g093abwags QQ endLng ggursaLf ﬁhen/qUobLng yeirk
¥ Sary because FronkLy, T+ond manyy!
whether you huvo or have not h_

'1.1

ok Ls nore meprbantr do . Q
7 ﬁ@ﬁ#§ nteresbLng e whotind
o deck nipht, was LES roLnLnQ;‘ 2
Coneky ekt y. 8ld gou blank, dUCkue & ;
~ ‘bacon. suhdwtch wlkh a - .rLcna i3 Q porthuLar 395310n?????7??'3f‘
‘After all John; Lt Ls only a¥esort ko be enja@ad ‘and shared dﬁh ‘
‘erend or fPLBﬁdb@ Yes Johni agrée wlth you.-.you are a palhi
" khe arse and’ 1'm stk os a hve khe, dAC/ESG/BEAC controve
euLong LLya the NAC and my mag
wobers adge Tecrg, Mnrk and-

Tt | 41 J:;g
njoy - qﬁuﬁ'oeh}fﬁ 1l
or rLge gov Fp
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Book review ~ 'THE NEW COMPLEAT ANGLER' Stephen Downes and Martin -
Knowelden, Orbls Publlshing, anTQh. ISBN 85613 553 4. £9.95
Flrst published 1983, = G N S

The book contalns chapters on varlous fish specles ond s excellently
written. The Ls a chapter on the eel, 11 pages titles ‘The
Mysterlous Eel'. | really enjoyed readilng the book bukt partlcutarlLy
the chapter on eels and can recommmend Lt = Lf you cannot buy Lk

do Like | dild and got Lt through my Local Library.

( you allr should be gatng to your Local Libries anyway ond orderlng
'Filshing For Bilg Eels' and 'Successful Eel Flshing' Lt wlLL help

to generote more interest Ln eels and help reduce my Large overdraft)

Letter from Terry Jefferson:
Dear Brloan,

Following my slLide show and Bulletlin artlcle telling of the eel,
stocking I've done at Whittles so far, | have slnce scrounged
another 5 eels for the pit bringilng the total to'9 as follouws:’
5:00, 5:08, 5:04, 4:08, 5:01, 3:12, 4:09, 4:05 ond 4:01. ~ .=

On the subject of eeL'tpopang or pOochtng, wlkh the sort of money
Lnvolved the problem Ls not golng to disappear but will probably .
get worse, Poachers. fyke nets have even been found Ln Abberton. ..

Letter from John SLdLeg,
Dear -Brian,

Congratulations to Kevin on his great eel of 4:10. My, eellig Ls
now plcking up. Two trips to Westwood P§rk and fishing from o

- boat has produced eel of 3:1, 2:1, 3:10, 3:7, 3:4, 3:3, 2:15, 2:4
and 1:3, plus a 15:8 plke and 6Lb tench.

Ode to 2000 Perforations by Dave Walker....

Once | was o téa bag iLn a cup of’ tea, dolng for us tea ‘boge what
comes so noturally. Then a spoon Lt LLfts me out, a thumb Lt
presses me. Oh. How | wonder what wlllL happen to this Little bag
that's me? Then flLavour gone ond squashed quite flLat, I fLy through
the alr and Land with a squishy splot.e..e.. - .

Anglers Mall June 29th 1985 feature on the Natlonal Anguitlle CLlub.
Angllng Times ApriL 24th, Notlonal Angullla CLub mentloned by John
Crossman, ™ - _ N . - ;

Angling Times, May 15th , Natloral AngulLlla CLUb ogaln mentloned Ln
despatches although I'm still called Chairman = not my fault Mark..)

Keep up the good work Lads, Let's see the ClLub in the neus.

Remember | want to seé you all.at the Summer. Trip qtﬁBoscbﬁgffT

Brian Craowford
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