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Rditorial.

By now everyone will he preparing for the coming seascn. AL the 5.G.M T was plessed
to see your enthusziasm beginning o retuwrni.de sditor of the Bulletin I have a [first
hand knowledge of the general felings within the Club. If things do improve as ail
the committes mewbers know they can, this season could he our salvation. If however
. the fence sitters continue their apathetlc attitudes they may force an issue we g3

a Clup cen surely do withoubt, Vhen T joined the Club we were ia the middle of a majo
upheaval. This is where your attitudes ere leading once again., As & commibttes wa onl
- have your best intercsts at heari but we cannot function withoud your ‘co operation,

After the spring meeting, quite a few attended the N.A.5,A. CUonference. Thias was ono
ugrin & great success. lave Welker mors than held wp cur end, he was Nelping on the
NoA.8.4 stand for long periods persuading paople to joins Brian of couxrse wes szuperb
as residing Chairman, He wmeintasined a nice atesdy flow of apeakere and stood in for
Dr Baryie Rickards who wes 10 have given the opening address, Well done both of you.

Cne thing, did you have to put the Anguilla Clab ghoto dilsplay wight din frent o
the South ! pqi Specimen Groups: Briani .
There isn't nuech more I can say now without dupl ing what ¥Merk has put in his
Chairmans Poge.

Steve Hollobone has asked if h@ O&ﬁ join as an sesocizbe member and may rejoln our
ranks shortly. Anglerd of hie calibre are thinm on the ground end I fesl we nead thes
membern in slthsr full or dab¢azate capaoities,

ALAN NMIDOHELL.

End of Seasons Repoxrt, Bob Laylend..

Bitting looking back et wy fishing season befors Christmas, I realised I made & lot
of mistakes. Frcm June until the end of Sepbember I went Kol Pishing, come what may
at every opporbunity. Buggsr the weather ['m off Eel fishing. Fishing all the time

for Belas and nut having & 1ot of success and the weather nod’ being all that kind I

waa'fed upt. Next semson the westher will have o be right before I venturas oub Bel
flshing. fna' I think will give me mors enthusiagsm for wmy Fgl Ixshlﬁﬁs

N

Tou conld say I have been wearing blinkers since joining the ¢lub. I don't think the
ig any resgon to do the twenty sessions if suy ten of them are done on clear nights
or nighte whern vour confidencs is 100%. '

did cateh Bels lsah year, wot very many or any bix ones, but § did eatch. A& lot oi
my time was wasted, firstly fighing one graval pit which 4id not ve;?d one Eel, Ther
on the summer trip which preduced one Eel for me, one Eel of less than one pound.
My whole yean was noi wasted entirely, I got merried in Mey snd gince Christmes Dan
and myself have been Pike fishing. Bo far Dan has had them up to 1li.)l and myseli 10,
Dane Lish was o wonderlful looking river fiash, plump with outatanaing m&rk nge. ¥ine
was an ansmic locking, thin fish with split fins and acars

'E

I have nlsc been fishing the Tidal Thames at Chiswick Yridge, snd upsiresam from the
tidal part at Bichwmond. Cood sport can be had if vou caleh the ziver right.

T bave bought myeel!l a fish tenk, which, wheun I get a pamp, I will intreduce some
small frpahwatsy fish, Heach, Guwigeon, Minnows, Stons Loach ete. Then whan T can ge

some I will put in one or two Blvers,

Hope you all have & zpod season in 1984 and hops to sen you all soon. .




fhme Summer of 79

Tet me say firstly, that this plecs wes written alnost ¥ years sgo, and

plthough sivies of writing and sttitudes may chenge, if T was o shiop and change
or rewwrite this plece 100 times; I could never convey 4+he thrill and '
eucitoment of thet sumer night in *T%. S, 1 hawe Taft 4t in its original foem, o
in the hope I cen, in my own small way, tvansgmit what T felt when I fivet put

pen Lo pRDEDeasen -

T4¥s always customaxy fox ug to.make plans for the coming Beason during those,

11 too frequent, dsys when the pike Juet don't seen intersated. The winder of
v78/179 wes no exception, except for the fret that I had at long lasi,

persuadbd my wate Keith to join me for a spot of esling. Any waier weuld do, ag
long af it sonbtained a few eels, a8 Kelth doesa’t mind blanking while after carp,
but while Fishing foy €818, o oDEVETasas

Keith had fish a lake ten yeors previous, wiigh was to becoms krovm to me a6
Shipten Take, and conteined quite a few g2ls fn the 21b. plus bracket. He nad
taken most of them by accident whilst tench flshing, tut when he had fished fox
them sewicusly, bad taken the odd one on deadbait.

This was & goed shart, ws had & water, we knew 1% contalned eely, snd; barring
any drasitic changes that wlght have neecured over the years, it sbill Jdid. D¢,
bearing in mind we didn't xeally inow anything sbout ezla® growth raites, w et
surselves a target of an eel of Hlb., whish we thourht worlld be o reasonable
tergat anyway, as o 31b, eel is sill o big rieh.

Me close seapen cape round agein a2l toe apun, but ae the Yorkshire soagon
starts the first week in June, we were guick o take The spportunity of an
sarly season soeslon.

3

1t wasn't Keith wvhe jSoined ws for ithat fireteof-the-tesson gaasion, but Gordon
another mate, who, I hasten to add is anoiher csrp fanatic. ;

Mow you il kuow the excliement of that firgteol-thowseasen fishing frip, and
that Cirst one of 179 was no eXcePtioNicoo.

On arrival at the water, I wazn sweprirsd at 1t8 size -~ the mondal picture I had
rade not evactly matching whet I was confronted withs T was small, swrroundad
by trees and with en ebundance of water 1illies. A beautiful little water, bk
as T say, not as big as I had envisaged, t pused st the facy that no part of
¥ha lake war bevend casting renge. A dezen trips would maybe gee me {ighioag every
available swin o try and Formulate any pattern that might emsrge.

1

That Tirst trip was o real let-down, Nights up Yorkshirve can get prebbty cold,
and thet firet night wes just thel — nod the sext of night you would aupect

sels Lo be on ths move, and as the area [ was fiehing was pretty shallow, I
feored the worst. I kad baited oy swinm with an atbrachor of cat food .and chopped
worms, but thet night ne runs weve fortheoming. Gordon peing plagued wll night
by small bream. _

e following weskend Keith and I made the long Swip up Yorkshive, determined
to put an eel on the bank, We fished the other eids of the 3ske, which was
desper ap it happened, but agaln nothing but small bream ook a fancy to our
doubie iobworm balis. LA

The Soturday afier saw Zeith and myself once more al the lake, and again notning.



‘gtyuck, nothing. & weo:

T was begirning to doubt the valldity of veing groundbait, T even wondered if
there vere any eely in at all...the cordiftions we hmd fished in were ideal,
text book in fact ~ warm, overcast nlghts. I rewember thinking to myselfl at
the time that 1% was fay tov early to make any rash indgments.

Seven daye later we were back, and don't, thoze jovrnmeys wvhen you'zre catching
now't seem tou get longer and longer? Avyway. I wend torough the same vacklinge

up eitual as before, preily stendand set-up really «~ 1144, F/P rode, pelr of

300 loaded with 101b, Faxime, straipht throwgh to two slsze 6fs, double lob an
both. I was using my cid Heron's then....there's nostaligls For YOleons

Keith had brought along o Tew frozen baits wiith him, as wall ap the inevitable
double lob he balted ong rod with s smell, whole gedgeon, :
Tt was a Tovely night, quiite warm in fact, and as it drew on we Bt thers avsens
walting, Then at aboub 2&.1. Kelthts buzser burst inte 1ife, shattaring the
silence, ' '

By the time I bad made wy way to his viteh, he was dnto a fieh, I irmediabely
gurk his landipg net in readiness. Kelth remarked that it felt like a pike,
and with our excitement deflsted, he played the fish tun the net, Lt waantt
waddl T oswitehed on the toreh as the fish zeawed the net that we realised whatl
1t was, snd then we were confronted by whe wmtsakable writhing of an ecl.
Pamie emsued and in an abiempd to get the eel nelted guickiy the ook hold gave
on ite last sttemst to gain freedom. I had put the eel around the I he erk, S0
disappainted, of ecourse, but it wag overshadowed by the faet that we had et law
made econbact wiith an asl,

1

A aulck tackle-change then found gudgeon half~bait in wy swile.ado

Just belore desm T had a screamer of & run and, hands shaking, not Irvom the. pre.

dzwm cold, dut with excitement, went for the P03 eeses the run stoprediessen L
4 with the soue bait produced another fast wun which

vas dropped, snd leter another run erded the same uay. By now daesn wag ubon us

and the runs ceased, so we pecked, ready fox Yhe trip home, the conversabtion

on the jJourney being obvious. .

S

The Tollowing Tussday couldntt come guiel enowgh, 1% wae my wight off from worl
end omee meve T wss back 2t the laks, confident thet deadbalis seonmed to be e
anger. § book ne balts with me se the lake had an sbundance pi fyy wo they would
he ensy enoush to cateh. Ten minutes withn the Tloan rod savw me with a dozen badts
511 amound the %in. mark. These were ldeal, for I hud made the degisicn 4o stvixe
af aoon ap possible on the flrst run, preferring to lose eels rether than have
them swallow the bast « 2 decision I would adbere o, no matter how great the
wrge to put & fish on the bask.

The evening waa perfect - warm, oloudy, with juet a fine drizzle. I fighed Lo
the laft of the swim T had fish previously, the weed not being ag thick, 3ok
the landing rnet resdy, so as o have 1lttle to worry ahout if 1 got any ezl
nesr the bari, ;

T mettled down wnder the trally, taits elready cast oui - halfebait on-one X
whole bait on the other. T 1i% a cigaretds, poured out a colfss and Just aat
there, at peace with the wonlid.

A% about 2a.m. I oot a streaksr of & pun which ended with an esl of 31b. Boe
to say I wes excited would b2 an understatement, I then went on %o take whal
wan then a personal best of 3Tb. idoz.
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T wan curious at the rusber of dropped runs I vas getting, especizlly on halfw
hait, The runs on whole baits belwy far more mic ductive, I 1 vemember might, 1
had mayhe a dozen runs that night,

When T unhocked the esls the hocks were well Inzide the wmouln, 2 delayed strike
sould well have seen the hook eub of eight, se 1 wes glad I had stuck to mny
policy of hitting the s pteaight away. Both sels were placed in 2 lergs assk
antil morming, when with the eld of my tripod ook pome photographa.

Dawr coame all too socn, apd recording the captuces over, I hepded for home. o
eels over % in the same session and one a peraonal best, 1 was well plessed,
kmowing slso BY success woull he welcomed hy FKalih,

Your days later, June the 30ta te be precise, found us nmes again at the laks,
charged with enthuglasu for a repant, mayhe of the midveek sesnlon. 1 had ceased
nsing geowndbalt in eny swim T fished, weoliyirg wn thae plexced fresh baits 1o
attract any feeding eels,

By now we wers getting to know a 1ittle more shoul the lake, snd extensive
plumening showed . that we were in fact fishing the deepest part of the lake.
Keith had neds sone specinl weed cutters and they proved a boon in digposing
of ihe thick wersingl weed, We found that owe ewims needed clesring frem week
T weslks '

The day had been very muany, nob a aould in the sky, and inevitably tbe night
had that ehill te 1t, A piioh black backeloth with evexy atan wiaivle, The duslk
feed hod come end gone by now, 86 had the relimdle one at 2a.l., but not &
tuelteh,

en, cuat of the blue, alter what geenmsd an steundty, the pilver paper on my
nesrest rod juamped en inch end then mads 1is way glowly bl steadily to the

batt ring, I struck and lmmediately knew 1 was into & pood flah,

Doring the ensiding fight the fish tailewalked. twice, but I still ceuldnlt soe
now big she waz in the inky viacikmess, After = briel but very powerful £ight, I
got the vpper hemd and Keith put the net under what I knew was going o oe B
persenal begt, an esl well over Albe. ‘ )

Uoor landings I dmmediately eut the trece, and in the forchiight saw the bead of
what seemed a very large eel, 1t wasn®i - T staected feeling for theYother
end that T penlised how long she was. T lmew then it vap & big fish, but how
big? 1 1ifted her wvp and plecsd hex in ¥he weighing bag, keoping her well away
From the water's edges 1 squinted at inz needle oo She acales, aud fn the
$orehlight 1t went over 4. I aeked Velth to ohedd e, To my arnsepent
he said T ormot have nisvead it, and 1t had in feot recorded a welght, na Loover
by BUL OVET Baasese L couldn®i belleve 1t

L checked egaing 530, Toz. Ve then weighed her on Keith's Avopns, again & welghs
ovar 5, 5ib. Toz. exzotly. L was elatsed. We then laid her on the web grass and
; cent Figh « periect. e

L " = L s, p q - iy T e TR s
shone the toreh fuil on hor, she vas Uly & paom 2
birsest eel I bad ever seen n vy 1ife.

My elaticn was shortelived, howevsr, Yurning to élsway on dlscover that the hook
was novhere to b seen, It app awved sha bod ponped the bait on the spot axd then
thon desided 40 move off, T made no attemut to unbook hev, hoping ant praying
the hook could still be atiainable in the daylipght, X placed her gently Ty
seek and £lid her inte the margindg.




{ could not fish alber that, fone nowrs she wsp inspected constently, every houw
ghe got womrse, urning on her slde in the seok and laying liwp, showing no signs
of racovery from ber vwdeal.

1 uvag devastated -~ wy higmeat el ever and gho »es going wo dis on me.

e gun broke, and under normal ciroumsteloss 1% would have been weloome, tul

not todeys It seemed hew 1ife was aimost overs 4 Fish no doudbt older than me,
ending her life prematwraly. 1 felt tobally vespensible,

T now had to make a decislon. Should ¥ return her to sulfer what seoned the
tnevitoble fats, tuening a blind eye to the fact that, after inspestion later,
the hook wag well down the throst, o should I wetelin her Yo he set wp. A

-

decigion T hope I unever have %o make aanin.

Keith tried to consele me LY gaying that i% wes Just one of those things, but no
amount of congolation could redals the Janege, Hov 1 wished T coutd have seen
her awim sway, beok b0 hew enviTonment. o « 80 ervivorment I bhad gnorosched upon,
fore ane belel nowant.

T pondered what Lo do for hours, ther depided - I had to take her home - she
wenrld be meh up, repardieus of cost, T4 was the lesst I could do - a f iting
pad 4t seened %o a fish of such hoouty.

She was taken home in wet tovels, and thandm to Yeith, wae stoxed in his {reezer
«hile T made arrangements op where best o take her,

T eventually took her all the way o Yendon, on the tradn, and fatchesd back
sl weols later, I had a cast node of nor and. the cast wasn then mounted on an
oak veneer boavd. It wae a perfect job and worth all the efford, time and ponef

¢he ig now a constent reminder of those hoypy hours L spant gt the Iaks, an
anbition T ashieved, and the slations eand disapvoiniuents that ave a permanent
part of angling.

FOOMOTR: T later found out that the lake had suffeved o £ish«kill some veanrs
pvervicus, and I believed hen, o T 4o now, thai the selp actually changed
tHoir feeding habits because of it, The neads of mest of the eels in the lake
were mora equipped to deal with emall food itens, worms, magpots, etog, Sub
these were ignered in favour of fish Laits,.

T also belisve that was the zezson They attained guch a good avercage size, {ox
it was very rare to cobch one under Jlb. Another Gthing that was steoel home
S0 me was the fzot that, i a swin raceived some sonsiderabie atbention, then
that ewim went dead very guickly and it wes wiger to wove to another ones I
proved that by fishing the § mwim half a dozen times alter and -pever had any
s &% Bllesewn

fhie last dhing - the lake had a huge poralation of the Hinged Fpsoulto = an
velieve you me they were right evil 1itile tugzers, Keith will septainly beax
we oulb orn that one mad g0 can L. They bit nma so bad one night, 1 ended up in
hospital - Pub that's ancther 8%0rFecccss

STRWARD MoGOWaN
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54 g ouk to caver much of the waker,
bokh sub-surface ond Ehe bektom. The weother continued as befors
ond | expectsd we may be flahless agoln. Tnls Elme however, Lk
was Davels burn £o hit gaydiLet wibh regular runs Ln his swiam,
aLthovgh flshing wibh several reds, most rung came Lo one rod
mhare the bailt was iLn o clear gravel area.. He hod eels of 1:13,
3:5, 2:6 and 1:0. Once more | had no runs ot oLl unkly O5OV, in
dou Lt ehL the bolt near o small Lslond was boken by o 2:5 eel, |
hoeped nmy run of blanks was ever butbt Lt demonsbtrobed how useful
changlng swims or Lakes could be.

i again flehed four rods

My next sesston ab Baston was on August 31sbt by myself. | chonged
Lokms to peg 0< where Dove Lost flshed., | spent guibg - o bib of
time beylng bo flnd the gurre%:?ub Grec, frequently re-=casting bt
Lt awaos no good., The weobher wes the same ~ 20 wes my resulk ~- a
olank, ' . '

-
t) ~a

Determblned to succeed Ln peg 63, 1 returned agoln the naaxt nlghtk,
Sepkeamber 13k, the wesather stlll contlnulng wlthout change but
bhis tlme | hod more Luck wlkh an eel of 2:8 ab 0455 on Lobworm.

My 20th sesslom once morse wos on Lo
62 =~ anyway Uo.. Lt pas on o sechi
l.oke bebwesn o Long side bank and Long lslong Liself ond provided
many areas ko offer o bolbk., lcas t mne rod ko my right, very

close ko the side bank. the othar thres rods spread oub ke my
Left, tecuards the Lsland., ALL were Lladgered uslng roacdh talls.

At Last the weother had chong ad. [t woas very windu, ¢loudy and
cold. 1k wes my best nlght foeo ocklon on khe Lokes., | had 7
runs tn oLl and mlssed § due bto dense wmeed, elther the eel dropped
the balkt oftes moving off ¢r | snagoed up Ln weed. The Lwo sels

I dld manage ko Lond were Ln o tangle of weed and the eels welghad
2:7 and 2:¢%9. The runs occurred abt regular Untervals from 2130
unktil 0330, four of them to the rod to my rlght cast near the

sl.de bank. . -

ng Lake but now | Ffancled peg
n of bank juttlng out into Long

For session 21 on C“ptwmbéP 4*Fh, | moved round Long Leoke to flsh
from the slde bonk | hod been casting to Ln my Lost session, pag
72. Dove came wmibh me and fLu“ iLn his successful sulm:on Long
Lake, ceg 63. It cbsolutly poured down oll night and aotmost blew
o gole. Dave only had hlts brolly ond was sooked theough bub hoppy
wlith 221Lb plus sels and 4 x 2ib plus =els =~ he had found thot
aravael bar ogoln. Agaln !blanked. | wos beginnlng to feel Dave
and Pete Jjlnxed me...

back to 69 bubk thls tlme flsh sectlons on’sub-surface
runs, tuwo eels, 1:494 and 214, No Dave or Pete...

for easls sow me back where | storted ol Baston, on
Park Loke, prq 180, Feur rods, oll suspended bolts and | was
reyoerdsed wlth my Lask esel on o smoll perch saction ot Jaﬁo welghin:

2:5. Agoln Phe weather was windy, clovdy and cold,

My Lost s2ssion

Thus concluded my 1982 season. | caught three 1Lb plus esals,
ntne 2Lb plus eels and two over three Lbs, besk 3:8, :

However, | hope | Learnt o Lok about these aew wobers,  With Luck
b may be able bto sktart my esling kthere during kthe close season and
flsh where | Llke bzfore bhe weed beds grow agaln. . | ﬁm,LoakLng

foryord ko sel flshing Ln 1684,

As a posktscript, bthe plke leke now had ot Leost 10 plke Ln Lt
over 20Lb l”C(udvub ot Least two over 27Lb. Unfortunatly | hove
rot bsen oble to flsh LEt serlously bub you never KnoW.,...
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Thne '84¢ Jcene.

Well, at lagt I've finally manszged to get finger out and put pen to paper, Whils
reading %the last edition of the Bullevin I mnda gsevaral decisions. The firast and
perhaps the most important being "KOT to mention last season”., Having anid this

I think the best thing te do ia to fell you mll about last ssason. Lt startsed off
on the 14th April with a monumentsl blank, After this really awe inspiring stard
I 6oﬁideﬂ te enae the pressure off a bit, s we all know how guick these Bals
catoh G $9 Hooks and-things, once they ‘ve bean caught a few timew.

Anyway after this cooling off peximd I decided that it wasz time to craclk down and
hammey put o couple of sizx pounders, This I did but unfortunately due to the
rocoession and the rising cost of food my six pounders turned the soales at lil,
- 118, 1:12. Well, T said to mysell, wa cent have evarything owr own way, can we.

At this stage, time had alipped by and I found myself in the middle of my final
axams in college. Afber thisz slight upset I decided that it was time once again
to ahow the world how 1t shonld be done. However, thig time, me being the genercus
intelligent, macho, sngling magter that I undoubtadly am, T decided to shsre sowme

of my all time successes with my foreign friend. The one and only Erale Orme. In
paaaing I wight mention thet Nrnie is now a grand mester in the fsmous ITrish game
of "dodge the crater" having passed with honours. This game is a moreiadvanced
varsion of the guaint old pastinme of "dodge the pothole’, The main difference

heing that the new revised version is 081¢l6m put &t & minimam of 50mph with a
12£% diteh on one side of the car and 2 60t deep canal on the other, It is strongly
recomnended that the passenger does noﬁ ey to gup on his 110 degree § soup while
the game is in progress as this will invariably lead to severe third degree burns
in a most sensitive and important Q&TL of the body.

However, enough of Irigh customs and back to the fish, We spent an unforgatiable
night on the Grand Canel - thankyou Brnie Then as morning broke we decided to move
camp nearer to Dublin after catching & large selection of Rudd, Roach, Perch,
Skimmers and not to mention & couple of genwine Trieh Bootlaces. Ch, I nearly
forgot to mention that we didn't catch any six pounders thet night. Aftex much
discussion and 8 good meny cups of tea later we decided %o try Ard Lough iﬁ
Celbridgs County Kildare, This swall lake 1s renowned for its massive. mo uiation
of tltenic Bels.

During the night =2nd ahout 150 cupse of tea later we had cur ii‘ui pure Irish bred
apecimen, A gavgantuan - sgorry = Yk 234 of hot bleody fury. As I unhooksd 1% and
put it in the keepnet, I could ses that Ernie, who was st this stage gusplog for
Joy, would not bs asble to stand wmuch more of uhi‘ ;Koitam@nt, What with his age
and all that, Anyway, unfortunately his back started showing signs of the dresaded
"Bend over syndrome, se we decided o head hack haﬂ?. In & matter ofa few hours
- Ernis wasg on the nnab aome and T with & vedr sitained hendkerchief in OGne hand and
what was left of & hundred weight sack of tez in the cther, turned aﬁd headed back
For the warm comfortes of my bed.

<

<

Tts a great pity that I have to anacunce that this was the end of my sesscn and
viow bo Ay betber next time. Thanks to urmia T now feel that T have the place
sugsed, what with & second ap1n¢=d. Snyway I'm more confident and th 1‘3 gl of
the battle.

[ WEs

Before T finish off, & reminder. Mhe last article I wrote for the Bolletd
1s csught.

.

shout the Irish ”'sh [J%tw, “ane then there heve beesn a few more big #
Theze arsi= 0:4 Lough Naback Co. {avan 4%h July '82  Megeots
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Z:8% Esate Strand Wexford 24%h Oot, '82 Srab.
e85 Aughrisbeg Lake Glifden 12th Sept.'82 Worms .
3:5 River Baryow 12¢h Sept '8% Worms e
So wilh that said 1111 fipish up by saying that if any of you want to fish Ireland
give us a shout for informeticn or accomcdation.

Might Lines.

STUVART GRESHE

WMy Seagon 1983, ;

The - first woekend of the season found wmy son and I on the big lake at Stanstead
Abbotta. I suppose our first pricrity was o bag of Tench but the Bel rods were
hrought into use just the same, Buits were difficult to gel, evon on zn eagy pond’
nearky and we had to use meckions in order to make them last ont. Not what we
needed wany ss things turned cut, for the water weg its uzual meapn self, But we
wers hapny to get a few Tench slthough evsn they were Aiffdoult, until we realised
thet they were shoaled up in very shallow water. With that discovery it becams 8
fish at every cast, But again no EBel, ah well, psrhape next weak,

The same tale applied that next weskend hut with one hesrtening exception. When we
arrived on the Feidsy evening o young man, {ishing cuvr swin, informed ns that ha hee
been broken several times on & large fish whichk he thought was s Carp. He had scalst
up his tackle after eash break and was now up to 111b mono. Hoon after lipe he gave
s yell, t¢ the effsct that he was into a hig ons, Micheael and I both went to wateh
the fight and I 22id to him "This iz no Carp", Some twenty minutes later I was prow
right when we netted an axhausted Bel of sxectly &ib. I expect that you can imagine
how L felt, although i% d4id something for my theory thet the water did hold Eels -
hig ones teo. The big Kel, I sught to menbtlon, was taken. on two msggetsi In the day
light next worning we found no fewexr than seven hooks in the mouth of The Hel.
After muoh debate we monaged to persuade the captor to return the fish. Thig we
achieved after threatering to jump on the hesd of his largest Tench. Thus, %the poiw

&
i
B

. wag aoncedsd.

After that we tried haerd encugh hut apart from & twitchy run on whole Bleak while
Tishing st Ryemesds {probably one of the big Perch), the Hels ware congpicucus by
their sbosnce. Then it was time for ¥ichesl and myself to head fer Shropshire and
the Meres. Arviving guite early we meveyr éven looked at Whitemers but headed for
flakemere after 2 good breakfast dnd s apot of ghopping. With encugh food to sstiafy:
the rest of the Anguilla Ulub for the whole season, a caseful of cige &nd Hars bars
21l over the place, ws soon sebdtled in %wo likely leoking swims, With all the gear

et up and ready 0 go we turned our attention te the cansl just behind uz. Soon wa
wers kmocking out baits every fow seconds or so and Micheal bhad his first el of the
trip. It just weni four-inches! We pub fthe Little thing in Blakemere and were now

assurad that at least the watser held one Bel. &

That night we both blanked although Micheal had one aboriive ruh. During the next -
@aﬁg Hrnie Orme and his son Simon srrived. ¥e chatted sll afternoon, then, nfter
devouring great steaks, chips and pema we seb up for an evening match.on the canal,
Old'uns versus the younglurs. The oldiuns smashed the youngsters and I wecall that
Ernie 4id actually catch one. With the youngsters thveaiening %o get revenge on the
following evening wa refired %o cur swims on Blakemers to stert the nights HBel
fishing. At 11.30 my right hend mldrm sounded and I had a wvery fost run. Striking
esrly, I was into a really lively Fel. Steve, from Steves Tackle Shop in Bllesmere
#as standing behind me and exclaimed "Bloody hell, whats that”, as the line hegan
to sing under the strain. "This", said I "is one hell of a gom& Bel". I was proved
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when T netted the Bal, for it scaled just 31b 4ow-but what 2 fighter. I had anocther
fast run which stopped suddenly and that was the action for the night. o
Yo ished our wetch again the next evening and the old'uns won agaein. 1 fished under
gome low branches and caught some Dave which Hampshire Avon snglers would have
adnired, That night 1 took enother Bel which did net fight at all and sealed juet
under three pounds. Peor ¥icheal, he couldn't get a run at all. Fven so, he wae beiw
trained in the ways of the Anguilla Club-manning the tea atation, Pull time! After
bidding Ernie and Simen favewell the following day we followed thet up with asnother
blank, after which it was time for a re-think, I wenl back to the cav and nipped up
the road %o Vhitemere. Gh, what & sightecrystal clear water with no sign of alges &b
alls Our geay was packed and affer a gpot of shopping (more Mars bars etc) we were

#oon at Whitemera,

I have learnsd s 1ot about “hitemere aud it is now clear that if you get no astion
at nlght then you etand a good chance of Hels during the day, frowm 10am one. And so
it wag, fwo blank nights there but action during tne dey. Micheal had two fels one
of whielh, st 31b 8oz, was his personal best, I took several to 31b 10z, ALl $0o0
aoon 1% wes time to head homeward but I looked forward to a return lster in the year

v

Soon after arriviag home we were stocking up for a further week long trip to fish
gailble

& varisty of waters. This wae something of a bonus week for us and wes made PO
by the arrival of my danghter to stay with her wother for the week. We were debermin
not to look a gift horse in the mouth and with the success on the Meres to EPRT uB
on we were scon speeding towards those Vest Lendon waters arovnd Wraysbury wiich we
have come to know ouite well, A couplae of Themes backwaters were a2lso to receive oux
sttention.

It was another gloricus wesk, weatherwise, louging lazily in the pun dwring the day
- and taking the occasional Tendh but reserving ourselves mainly for the night fishing
e only used our bed-chairs to recline on during daylight, prefferving to sit by the
rods at night. A couple of dozen Bels o 231b wae all we could muster from the grave
pits slong with n few nice Tench and sevaral nofable Bream. The two Thames backwate:
we fished were delightful waters and cnce we had found out a little about them we
nenaged several nice Barbel ws wall as Shud and voud guality Roach., But we were
there primavily for the Eels and at dusk turned our sttention %o that species with
cunholy glee. :

Bow I know from my experisnce on the Thames that Pilchard 0il injscted baits work
well, always with the proviso that there is at least = moderats flow. Alap Havkina
Dave Ball and myself had proved that if one beit out of several positioned at
different points across the river ¥as injected with Rilchard Oil, it would almost
certainly be that bait which tock the Eelz. Cur theory was that wandering Rels
downstrean would plok up the scent and follow it upsiream to find the source, This
vas further illustrated by the fact that if all three of us were using injected bai
th? most downstrsam angler would teke the mest Eels. Often; they weuld be the only
Bele token,

I wanted t4 illustrate this o Micheal and it vorked like magic. So well did it
work that we had 4o keaep swapping positione in order to give the othey person &
chance. Being a rather nsrrow stream meant thet the Eels 'homed in' on the bait
with deadly acourasy. The only way we took an Bel on a bait not injected was to
place that bait immediately downsiresm of an injected one, when obviously the Bel
following the trail of scent upstream would come %o that bait Pirst, °

ko W e, I .o o " 1

e fook Bels regularly-until we yan out of Pilchard Oil. Then all the action cessed
Just like eome joker had turned OFF @ switch. Bub how could we somplain, for hadn't
everything been just about psrlfect. I'm certain that Micheal will remember it for

& iong time and the memory will stand nim in good stead,
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August came and went without anything aboub whion I could write except tkat I was in
daily dread of being made redundent and that doesn't help onss peace of mind. We tonk
several more small Eels from a gravel pit at Wraysbury and 2 Few late Tench from
Stanstead Abbobtis., I put in seversl sessions at S5¢ Margsrets on the River fLea dbut
with the water levels going haywire, DLQﬂK: were almost expected. The official reasor
for the fluctuating levels i given as the result of work being done to install

land dreinage plpes. But that work was completed in '82 and I feel suré that faulty
Locks are tu blame, If so, it could be & long term thing, bearing in mind the present
Sinancial restraints. I cannot think where the Bels heve gone but they'are not there
now I'm sure,

By September the firvm had meds such o recovery that I vas working overiime and at
crnie time’l fearsd that I'might have to put of ' my September ftrip o the Heres-but
211l turned out O-k. I had nothing firm in my wind sz tc the length of wy stay there
but I had ten days in front of me, Just in cuge the Fels were fesdingl

September can be & magical month on the Shropshire Meres-or it can be a opain in the
neck. My arvival &t the water was mot s haoppy one, for the water was green and faat
becoming like Pes Soup., [hat ig alwaye a bad sign. Wor was I impresesd hy the
comments of an anzler wnn had been there for some time. ¥ ought to have goune to
Blakemers perhaps but I had told Drnie snd Dave that they would {ind me at Vhitemere.
so I decided to make hu best of it.

The wind blew very strongly although that in itself is by no means a baa thing on
Whitemere and down came the rair in torrents. The only alarms worth pwbting up ia
those conditions were my grippers and T spent an hour in the car muking sure they

were in good order. Beltding them up in & well known swim, I was highly amused by

-the morse code baing sent cut by the optonics employed by the other angler.

I had sbout three hundred of the best looking lobworms I have ever seen, &ll highly
tuned zngd remdy to go, so how could I fail, In gny case, it Just had to get better,
(when wiil I learn i)e I found myself pining for nidsummer mnd all those gorgeous
lovelies on the hoats, then hastily recalled that I'm supposed to be pust such
delights. Alter a couple of hours I vandered along to see Hr Merase Code. ie comp-
lained bitterly about the conditions then said "Way asven't youd alarms constantly

&3
id
f

-sounding”. I explained & littls about my set up vhersupon he hurried back %o my
“swim to have a locok. Within a few mintes We had paid me for a2 set of grippers on

the promise that I would sond seme on my relurn home, After that, the morse code
ceased o3 e had switched the tnlngu of'fa

I connected with & amallish Fel tba* night but it somehow came off and there was
ne more action, Canﬁiﬁlons were the same 9% midday the following day, when Ernie
arrived, Said Frnie "There's ne wey that I'm sitting out in this tonight"; and
that sums up what it was liks, He deperted the following day not even. having 8264
nis rods cut of the car. A1l the same,it was nice seeing him again by ohe of hip
favorite wa*»rs. The other sngler packed up and headed for other waters and
suddenly, I f'elt lost., I do not nornally get like that and can fish for days on oy
own. But the fact that I could be fishing somewhere slse bugged me and by the middle
of that afternoon I was packed and headed homeward. I had intended going straignt
home to get a good nights sleep and would then probably head for the gravel pits
at Wraysbury where I lmew that I could find some shelier from the elemerits. However
feeling very tired by the $ime T reached the M 1 I decided %o stop uff and take &
look at the G.U. canal at Flore, P

The cunal looked perfect. The high winds were not reaching the water and theve was
no sizn of boat traffic, How could T miss such an opportunity? Within an hour I was
set up~ no tiredness now as I looked forwsrd to the dusk. Darkness came snd I smoked
and drank tes until midnight, then tiredness came over me again and I mede myself
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comfortable yeady for a doze. I had only just dozed off when T was awakened by
the 1laft hand alarm. "This was 14, seid 1T full of expectation but vhen I got 40
the rod I found a king aize Vole inspecting wy line. He aourried off and leflt me
cursing all Voles and vowing to slvays carry my Ain Rifle.

No sooner had T retorned to settle down when the alarm souwaded again, conbtinuously.
weyrse that bloody rodent, I mubttered An T took my time reaching the rod. But this
tine it really was action, with 1ine powring from the spocl. After checking that T
knew whers the net was, L struck and was igmediately into a good fish. It wasn't a
mad fight slthough every now and then he reminded me that he had no intention of
leaving the canal., I slowly retrieved line and remember being surprised at the
amount of line he had teken, Scon he was aafely in the landing net. With the Eel
yransferred to the keconet I sbtaried b0 rebsit but was interupted when the other
alarm sounded. Line wag leaving the spool at & fair pace 80 T closed and tightened
_In reply there were 8 couple of powerful lunges~then all went golid. pad Lo a8y
that the Be)l had found e snag right in the middle of the capal and after & iot of
heaving and twitching the line parted, sbraided fon some length from where it had
parted. And that was that for the night., At Tam I weighed my Yel gnd was very
pleased when it ‘scalsd 41 202 ¥y first four' of the seeson.
Tt wag to prove t¢ be my only "four?, and try as I may in the next tew days I could
not get & tnn at all, The middle of Dctober csme and I decided to give it vest.
After that we had 2 few sesmions for Roach on the Wiver Les at Hartford. Most were
blanke but we both wesre rewarded with some ex 1lant figh, the best of “which tipped
the seales at #1v 4oz. Which brings me up to dat

D

Nothing spectacular but I have known worse seasons and T think that we both thorou
ghly enjoyed sesson '8 7 don't think that I learmed & lot but we did rewprove

the theory of injested balte on riversi. If thavs was one tuing T missed apart Prom
a few more 'fours’ ond a couple of hesvenly bodios waking me in the small nours, it
wag the non~appesrsnce of our Bulletin. Wol being on the phone [at that time) it
was virtually my contact with the vest of you and with what you wera doing. And
gadly it was mizging. Yet anchbher fesstn with regard to our worat enemy, APATHY.
198% closes with my vewing that I will do all T can to see the Bulletin return %o
ite former glory. Hence this deivhle-but T 4o not apologlae, sxoept to Alan who
has to fype the whole thing. )

ARTRUR SUTTON.

Chairmans Poge.

1 hope that you 211 arvived uome sufely after our meeting at the Paleoners at
Daventry on the 18th March., Considering the long journey that everyone haa to
make to attend, I have glways been very imprescsed by the responte that the Club
gets to its two meotings esach year. The ippression I got was thed averybody
enjoyed the meebing, and 1 hope that @8 & rosult of our discussions the gotivities

of the (lub oun galn some homentim.

T was pleased to ase our vecent assoclate menber, Phil Smith, at the aeeting and 1
he hag applied for full membership of the (lub. 1t can only be of beuefit to the
Giub for en angler of his guality to be agsooisted with us. Stuart (reane sgain
made the long journey from Ireland to be prasent at the meeting, and I really feel
that the Olub needs to raturn the compiiment by organising & party to go scros H6
Treland to fish with him. On the journey dowr. te Deventry from the north, and on
the way back, I had & good opportunity to discuss the Bel-fishing prospects with
Stumrt and to out it mildly, the Hel-fishing potential iz witepped. T am hoping to
set over to lreland in September for a long week-end with Hrnis Orme, and T hope
that #his will be 5 useinl way of deing some scouting work for a fuu~blown Clue

cuting to Ireland in 1985, Mewmbers Wil pemember that when Stuart spplied fne
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Bobh Layland.

Biitars notese Nice ane Bob, this sort of itsm makes s nice change. Cne thing I
rave learned from this article is that the HRacord Fish Commities don't change

do they!
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IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU . A.J.SUTTON,

° [

An elderly angler named Orme

Was, sadly, losing his form

He percieved a notion

To partake a potion

To restore him to somewhere near ‘norm°‘,

A reward for his patience was earned
As sex drive and vigour returned
Nothing safe far or near

He wasg into top gear

A11 thoughts of senility spurned.

Iixpecting great things he soon feels
A desire to go angling for eels

S50, Teeling so fine

He purchased some line

To load on his rusty old reels,

He worked out a carefully laid plan
Packed tonic wine and Fortisan

Then lugging his gear

Down to Whitemere

A two week long session began,

And go this Anguilla Club squire
Soon realised a long felt desire
Before long had passed

The eels came thick and fast

And the record was soon under fire.

Now without further ado

lirnies dream really came true

And soon in his creel

Wlas a sixteen pound eel

Plus or minus the odd dram or two.

The Mail and the Times were soon there
To cover this exciting affair

Many people were told

Before the news got cold

One of whom was the Ellesmere Mayor

Now the Mayor in regalia so grand

A public holiday planned

And down to the scene sent the Carnival Queen
Sent the Carnival Queen

The most beautiful maid in the land.

Said ghe"The Mayor must do things right
And has asked me to stay for the night

This 1711 willingly do

I so want to please you

And am sure that I will - before light.

Ernie foresaw the end of his quest
And eagerly stripped to his vest

When with a splutter and cough

The potion wore off

And he fled home to Runcorn - to rest.
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CLOSE SEASON EEL FISHING IN THE NORTH WEST ~ THE END OF AN ERA.

Since time immemorial,even before the creation of our present
water authorities anglers have fished in the area now controlled
by the North west Water Authority for eels, and more impobtantly,
have done so during the normal coarse - fishing close season, 1l.e
the T4th. March to the 16th. Jﬁne. This privilege has row been
ended by the Minister of Agriculture , Fisheries and Food giving
formal approval to proposed B¥e-Laws first advertised in the
North west Water Authority area in 1982.

On Saturday the 31st. March I attended a ﬁeeting of the Mersey
and Weaver Anglers Consultative Association which is a body which
deals with matters concefning fishing and fisheries in the 014
Mersey and Weaver river Board Authority area, which is now the
Mersey and Weaver Area of the North West Water Authority.

On my way to the meeting I had stopped to purchase a North West
Water rod-licence as I intended to commence my eel fishing in the
close season in the area covered by the North West Water Authority.
I noticed on the licence that although it indicated that close-
season eel fishing was allowed, any persons who were proposing t¢
fish should consult the water authority as there was an iminemt.
change in the Bye-Laws. At the meeting I guestioned a Mr. Newtor

a fisheries officer for the Mersey and Weaver Division, who informed
me that the Bye-Law had been formally approved by the Minister of

Agriculture, Food & Fisheries.

How could it be that this bye-law was brought into effect withoul
any_objection; I had first had it drawn to my attention by Briar
Craﬁford who was informed of the proposals by the staff of the
Angling Times. By the time I had had an opportunity to write to
the North West Water Authority, which I did on the 28th, January
1982, the time limit for objections had long since expired as
théy should have been lodged with the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food by the 20th. December 1981. The North West
Water Authority, as by law they were obliged to, had advertised
the proposed bye~léws in the local press and in the National
Angling press, but they did not go to any great lengths to make
the notices prominent, and myself and many other specialist

anglers knew nothing of the proposals until it was too late.

I had heard a rumour in May 1981 that the North West Water
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Authdrity weire considering amending the'bye-laws and had

written to the Regional Fisheries Officer, Mr. J.D.Kelsall
indicating that if any changes were proposed I would wish to make
representations in a personal capacity and on behalf of the
National Anguilla Club and the Natiohal Association of Specialist
Anglers. I did not have tbé courtesy of a reply to that letter
and was never given any prior warning of the proboSed change

in the bye-~laws.

My purpose in writing this article is not simply to draw to
members attention the situation that now exists in the North
West, but to ask all members in their own areas to be alert

as to what could very easily take place in other Water Authority
areas without their knowledge. The work of the Club, the then
National Association of Specialist Anglers and Brian Crawford"
at the public enquiry at Boston, Lincs in May 1977 shows what
can be achieved by successful lobbying. As a resulg of that
enguiry the Anglia Water Authority were nct able to implement
their plans to end close-season eel fishing, although of ‘course

they did manage to restrict it in other ways.

It now appears that the only water authority aresas that we can
legitimately fish for eels in the close season is in the
following water authority areas:-

Anglian (with special restrictions)

Severn/Trent

South West,

Northumbrian,

Welsh (Gwynedd, Dee & Clywd, Wye and Husk river divisions)

So in 5 of the 10 water authority areas,in some cases with
certain restrictions we can legitimately fish in the close season

for eels.

Why should the North West Water Authority have felt it necessary
to bring in bye-laws to preveht close~season eel fishing?

Well, it goes without saying that the privilege was being abused.
Anglers were fishing in waters where it was highly tnlikely -
that eels could have entered naturally. The areal am thinking
of in particulér is that within the catechment area of the

River M#rsey and its tributaries. This river system is so _
polluted that there would be no prospect of an el¥@ run. Despite

there being little or no eel fishing in Greater Manchester,
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Merseyside and Central Lancashire, the eel fishing in the rest of
the North West Water Authority area which covers ahvarea from

the border with Scotland in the North around Carlisle to the
Shropshire/Cheshire border in the South, #he-—esl. fishing.in.many
olher.areas was reasonable to good, so a very worthwhile concession
has been lost. ’

It must be said that very few of the angling clubs in the NOrth
West were in favour of the privilege of close-season eel fishing
and this perhaps has a lot to do with the lack of objection to
the bye-laws. Almost without exception, angling clubs made
specific rules to stop their members fishing for eels 1in the
Cloée—season, and this ‘coupled with a night fishing ban made
legitimate eel fishing difficult to find. The Shropshire

Union’ Canal Angling Association which is an amalgamation of

large angling clubs, set up to control the fishing on the
Shropshire Union Canal throughout its full length, that is to

say the main stretch between Ellesmere Port to the south of
Market Drayton, the Llangollen arm, and the Middlewich Branch
specifically states that not only is close~season eel fishing .
not allowed, but that no night fishing is allowed. If followed
to the letter this would mean that it wﬁuld not be worth fishing
on the Shropshire Union Canal for éels at all, as it is only during
the close season that the boat traffic is 1ight enough to allow
fishing during the day, and during the season the boat traffic is
30 heavy that the only period when you are able to fish is during
the hours of darkness, {(and even darkness does not deter the

more enthusiastic sailors). '

The maps included in this article will indicate how this will
affect eel fishing on the canals in the area,which is usually

the most profitable form of close -~ season eel angling.

Map 1. shows that if the Shropshire Union Canal Angling
Association allowed it, one could fish for eels in the Shropshire
Union Canal jwst south of Chester, North of Chester and a few
miles north of Whitchurch and south of Market Drayton,

You may ask what I am intending to do about my close-season

eel fishing. I have available in the area south of Chester
some good guality but hard fishing in the Lakes controlled

by Stoke on Trent Angling Association (who should be well-

known to members as a result of what I would call the 'Colemers=
Incidenti} and fishing south of Market Drayton on the Shropshire



/9

(4)

Union Canal ignoring of course the conﬁroiling clubs ban

on close-season eel fishing and'night fishing. It should

be said, that with all its faults the Stoke Club allows

eel fishing on all its waters where eel fishing is permitted
by the Water Authorities, and it is the only club that I have
come into contact which has a well thought out fisheries
management policy for all its waters. I hope to be fishing on
the Shropshire Union Canal and alsoc venturing into the Severn/
Trent. Water Authority area to fish on the Severn, and alsoc on
the River Vyrnwy, which as far as I am aware has received
little attention from serious eel anglers. I hope that the
next article I write for the Bulletin gives an:iaccount of

a successful expedition fishing for eels during the close~

sSeason.

In conclusion could I suggest that all members of the National
Anguilla Club who live in areas where they are allowed to fish
during the cloces-season for eels, contact their local water’
authority and ask them if there are any proposals to bring in
bye-laws to énd this privilege.  If you are a member of an
anglers consultative association -raise the question at the next
meeting and ask the Secretary of the association to write to the

Water futhority on this topic.
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