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EDITORIAL

I'M particularlly pleased with this edition of our Bulletim as there are so
many different contributors and such a refreshingly wide variety of interesting
articles.

Honestly, if everyone of you can't find something to comment on (in writing) in
this edition, then I will be amazed. I would dearly love to produce another
Bulietin for release in the first week of May, and although I have some first
clags material in stock (thank you John & Mark...again!) I obviously need as
much as possible to ensure that we maintain a good stock of articles leading up
to the new season, when you lot decide to all go fishing again. Certainly some
ldeas towards Arthur's 'project', would not go amiss, along with all yourlky
comments on the Session Reporting Scheme results.

With reference to my last sentence, perhaps John's atricle gives us the basis
for the start of a 'project! when he asks what the eels are really feeding on?
Could the age 0ld 'stomach contents' analysis, not be reprinted to form the
possible start of an entirely new debate?

Terry is correst in assuming that almost all the production problems have now
been ironed out, and as long as material keeps flowing in, then the Bulletins
will come flooding back. Anyway, enough of that for now.

Included in this edition is a piece from Mark on the Montgomery Canal, and
although Dave Taylor was supposed to have updated us on the position at Baston
Fen, I feel perhaps we would be rather foolish to pass up the chance of such a
fascinating prospect as the'Monty! Mark made a lovely pdéint in his letter that
accomparied the article along the lines that he would not be surprised to find,
that if we choose the Montgomery Canal as a trip venue then so would the BEAC
and probably the ESG as well!!!

On a prosonal note I am looking at having a particularlly busy year at work, but
I am also gearing myself up to do more fishing than ever before. So watch out
Terry there is going to be an awful lot of report forms coming from this cornee:
of Hertfordshire, with hopefully a lot of good eels on them.

I must make a plea for help here, the Club is fast running out of large envelopes
the like of which you normally recieve your Bulletin in. Obviously we have in
the past been able to rely on the generosity of our fellow members, lets hope
this pleasent situation continues. Emvelopes, then please.

Thats about it from me, have a good start to the new eel season and hopefully

I'11 see some of you at the British Angling Conference in Reading in April.

DPW
EDITOR
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I write this piece within a few days of yet another close season. Three months
enforced idleness except for those lucky enough to have some close season eel
fishing and discounting all the lounges and living rooms that will be decorated
in the period.
I normelly rush to get a few trips in ere it all comes to a stop, but this year
mother nature played her hand and the lakes in these parts still carried four
inches of ice on the last weekend of the season. So a rather dismal end to what,
for me, has been a rather poor season.
Last time we had a prolonged freeze up a good number of large eels fell vietim to
the conditions, although the following summer was a good one for the number of big
eels taken by the club,
This fact of eels dying during a prolonged freeze is an interesting one: I do not
know if ti is the prolonged spell of icy weather which brings about their demise,
or something allied to it. Its a fact that during a prolonged freeze, even conger
eels in the sea die in large numbers. Whem I was in Norfolk in my early years, we
used to walk along the ice fringed beach collecting the dead congers. some would
be eaten by the village folk and the others added to various compost heaps to make
rich compost for the following summer. We often found them in their hundreds. No
other fish appeared to suffer, and I wonder now about the reason and if there is
a direet conection with our own fresh water eels. Any ideas?
Within a couple of weeks now, at Baster, I am taking early retirement. Don't let
that fool you into thinking that this old sod is nearer to giving up fishing.
Far from it! I see before me a wonderful opportunity to cram in more hours by the
water than I have ever managed in the past, True, it will not all be spent in
pursuit of Anguilla, although that species will figure very largely in my activities
as i must, for I am first and foremost, an eel angler. Now I will have the
opportunity to bait up some swims and keep them baited up. It pemains to be seen
what the results will be, but I look forward to it with unholy glee. I will also
be acting as a bailiff for Leisure Sport, giving me every excuse for being
forever at the waterside. If I cannot get to grips with one or two of these Lea
Valley waters I'll bust in the attempt.
Of course I will not ignore waters further afield and my son Micheal is now in
a position to do much of the driving for me. We will again be visiting the meres
in Shropshire this summer and possibly again in the autumn. I will inform you of
the the dates later on in our Newsletter in the hope that one or two of you can join
us there.
Don't forget to build up your stocks of lobworms during the Spring. Leave it too
late and a dry summer may defeat you. We even bring home a surplus to add to our

lawns. A good soaking with the hose then assures us of at least a few.
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No one in their right mind can pretend that the National Anguilla Club is as good
now as it once was. But I do not think that mekes the furture as dim as it might
be. I believe the whole Club is aware of its present shortcomings, and if we all
have the will to do something about it I am certain that with the aid of our
newly elected officers we will restore the status quo. I would dearly love to be
able to hand over to a future President a really strong and lively Club. And I
surely will, if you all play your part. We have nearly all levelled critisism at
John Sidley at some time or other, but by jingo he has certainly put a great deal
of effort into the club since joining. Can that be said of most of us? I fear not,
but you can put that right this year by at least writing something for the Bulletin.
Despite the past leck of effort , I am expressing confidence in you.

Please don't let me down.

Without fear of repetition I will say again that I firmly believe that this Club
needs a project to get its teeth into. We thrived on such things in the past and
I feel certain that it would bring about the revival we sorely need..It has to be
a project that most of our members could play a part in. You can make a start by
putting your thinking caps on, and don't hesitate to put any idea forward. In the
Bulletin in writing.

Well I will leave you to your decorating, or whatever, and look forward to seeing

you at the meetings and by the water.

A.J.SUTTON
(PRESIDENT)

CHATRMANS PAGE

At long last I've been able to get the Session Reporting somewhere near completed
and although at first glance,some of the results appear to offer signs of how we
might improve our eel fishing, I would point out that most of the results stem from
a far from even spread of effort. That is to say, the amount of effort and success
recorded by a few members tends to influence the overall result in a way which
might lead other members +to believe that a particular approach will pay dividends
when in fact, an entirely different approach is required on a particular water.
However, if, at the end of the day, any information contained in the analysis
helps someone to catch some good eels, than it will have been all worth it.
Ultimately we can only hope to get out of any scheme the equivalent of what we

put in, so some more effort on everones part should be of benefit to us all.

I realise that since the AGM the supply of Club material has been poor to say the
least, but inevitably, there are going to be problems when the job of producing

Newsletters and Bulletins is taken over by someone new, and I think it would be
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unressonable to expect anything other than that following the appointment of
Bob as Secretary and Dave as Bulletin Editor. They have had some time now to get
organised and I think the scarcity of reading matter is hopefully behind us.

Bob is in a position to provide the regularity of Newsletters that we have been
accustomed to, and I know that he hopes you will all keep him informed of recent
news and any other items of interest so that there will be some variety and
substance in the Newsletters. I know from my own experience that without some-
-thing to write about, you can stare at a blank sheet of paper for an awfully
long time trying to think of what to say, month in, month out. The whole job
becomes a graet deal easier when you get some steady feedback from everyone else
with news of results,gossip or tasty tit bits.

As you will all by now have read, Dave has had more than a few problems getting
the production of Bulletins organised. On top of that he has "heard" from me,
from time to time, just to see what's been happening. The upshot of all this

is an all to familiar scarcity of articles for future Bulletins. Remember this...
No articlesiecocs. No Bulletins!!

I suspect that the next time your phone rings you mey well find yourself on the
wrong end of a one sided conversation with Dave,being gently cajoled or having
your ears severely bashed, in the hope that you will put pen to paper, and soon.
You will have read in the last Bulletin of my Welsh chubbing adventure with
Mark and Ernie. A thoroughly enjoyable trip it was too. Suitably inspired, I
have been in search of some Essex chub, and I found them extremely elusive for
my first few trips, but with the arrival of the harder weather and a change of
venue, the results started coming. Four recent trips all produced fish, not
massive, with the best at about 3:00, but each session was fished in conditions
which were far from ideal and on a river I'd never fished before. So I have felt
reasonably pleased with myself and look forward to a few more trips.

A recent edition of the Anglers Mail carried an item entitled, "EEL group score
1000".

Apparently the Eel Study Group has accounted for 1000 eels in its first year,
and their spokesman, Kevin Richmond, reckons that they accounted for 25% of all
41b plus eels caught nationally in 1985. They may not want anything to do with
us, and if that is the present case, so be i1t, but animosity or negative
attitudes serve no useful purpose to anyone and I would hope that they will
come to realise that a degree of unity and common sense would be in everyones
interests.

Incidentally, the best eel reported by the Eel Study Group weighed 6:06,and I
wonder, could that be John's fish from Birmingham?

That's enough from me for this month.

Terry Jefferson
_______________ ( CHATRMAN )



THE ERNIE ORME FILE

I've been brow beaten into writing for our Bulletin by our committee men past and
present. Well to be frank, though I'm knackered both mentally and physically, I'll

give it a go. So please allow me to ramble on.

In my pursuit of eels over the years there are only three "magic" waters (that I
can remember) that have had the old adrenalin flowing to bursting point:-

Hunstrete Lake (approx six acres)
He e He e KK He KK K Yo He T KK U UK K

I knew Alan Dart before he caught the then record eel of 8lbs 10ozs from Hunstrete
Lake. Alan knew my feelings on "magic'" waters so he invited me down to fish

Hunstrete for two nights with his fishing partner Chris Dando. They had on several
previous occasions had eels up to 61bs prior to the big one. Just to be there was

pure joy.

You might like to know how fate played its part in Alan's capture of that great
eel. Alan had arranged a chub fishing trip with the late Dick Valker on the Great
Ouse. However Dick phoned Alsn to postpone the chub trip, so Alan went to the
Bristol Avon to catch some baits for an eel session at Hunstrete. That evening
Alan fished a 7" dace dead bait, which resulted in the capture of the now famous

81b 1O0ozs beauty.

Three Gates Pit
He He K He e KR W H W WA K

The size of this water is about three acres, near Wem in Shropshire. It has
produced several authenticated great eels in recent years.

I 4id a recci there in 1984 and spent a couple of hours on its banks, in total
amazement that such a small water could produce such massive eels.

I was never allowed to fish the water despite all my verbal begging and pleading
and letter writing to the Wem A.C. committee. The only reason I couldn't get on
the water was that I lived further than five miles from Wem. Believe me when I

say you would tremble, as I did, if you could see Three Gates Pit.

Whittles Pool
B T R

This is my third "magic" water, this is Terry's syndicate water, the one Terry
did the excellent slide show of last year.

A specimen hunters dream water. Solitude, mystique and big fish and each swim
an individual swim in its own right. Terry also knows my feelings on "magic"
waters. "Come down Ernie" said Terry, "bring Meriol with you, she can keep Jan
company for a few days while we fish Whittles". Terry suggested that Meriol and
I travel down by train. (how thankful I was that Terry suggested that) I suspect
he knows how I detest driving long journeys. He told me not to bring any tackle

as he had enough for both of us.



All in all, it was a most memorable occasion, being in Terryls. sompeny-gives you
a great sense of camaraderie.

If I lived nearer I would be happy to apply for membership, and fish Whittles
Pool for the rest of my days (that's if Terry could put up with me!).

I hope you enjoyed Mark's latest warm and humerous piece (Chub Trip 1985) as much
as I did. I mention this because the camaraderie that Mark spoke of was the high
point of the trip. We had no axe to grind with the fish. I feel gsad that the
camaraderie I speak of isn't obvious amongst the present membership as it was in
the early days of the NAC. I'm still of the opinion that it is more important

to be a good member than a good angler.

I've been meaning to tell you a few true tales about my first day as a tackle
dealer. Opening day for the Anglers Den was 22nd November 1984. I thought I had
stocked up with most anglers requirements, including a dozen shakespeare and
Galaxy Riva tackle seats with trays and padded straps. Wait for it..........

My very first customer asked if I had a wicker basket! I didn't. Ilost that
customer.

My second customer was the lady who owns the pet shop next door. She asked me

if she could have 30 pence worth of coloured maggots for her pet monkey! She
produced the monkeys bowl and I obliged with reds, whites and yellows (this I
had to see) and followed her to her shop. Low and behold a scruffy little monkey
proceeded to eat all the reds first, then the yellows but he wouldn't touch the
whites. However the poor little devil died some days later, pneumonia I believe!
That was another customer I lost.

My third customer was one of the local budding specimen hunters who I vaguely
knew. My wife proceeded to serve him and he asked her for a monkey climber.

My wife replied "your in the wrong shop, the monkeys in the pet shop next door".
He wasn't amused and walked out and we never saw him again. Another customer
lost! Ah well you can't win them all.

My fourth customer was a chap named Peter. He introduced himself and I thought
to myself, he seems a nice bloke, so I thought I'd try a different approach this
time. This is how it went,"would you like a cup of tea Peter?" )
"Yes please Ernie." \ﬁ\\X
"Have a fag Peter". :
"Thanks Ernie. I've got something to tell you Ermie".

Have yom Peter. What is it?"

"I'm a schizophrenic!” (oh my God keep your cool I thought)

"I'm sorry to hear that Petexr"

"Oh its all right Ernie I have it under control now."

"What were your syptoms Peter?"

"Oh I used to talk to the television at first and later I thought I was the
second Messiah!!"

"When did you know you weren't the second Messiah Peter?"

7
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"When I tried to walk across the canal!!!™

He turned out to be one of my best customers.

God how I hate being A tackle dealer. I'm seriously thinking of packing it up
next year.

My fantasy or is it ambition, is to be able to be in the position where I can
pack up working and go on a six month eel safari. Travelling up and down the
country. Perhaps I'd be lucky enough to cath a couple of fives. Then Gentlemen,
I'd be happy to call it a day and hang the old rods up for good. Those of you
who know me well enough know I'm not very happy in the present 'eel kitchen' and

its almost time I got out.
E.W.ORME

M e e W e N N e N e e M e M e N D e e B e 36 S 260 2 e M

LATEST GLOSSARY OF FISHING TERMINOLOGY

—

STICK :What you use on a river....usually to get your waggler back when it gets

snagged in a tree, or what you give a fish when there's a snag about.
RODREST :Where AJS has a kip.

PEG :What you use to keep the flap down on your bivvy.

TIP :Do the exact opposite.

FLY LINE :Usual drivel from a poseur.

GAFFE :0ften happens when the fly line fails.

RUFFE :Netting team's usual condition.

PERCH :Usually a place on the bank.

CARP :Usual fault finding by specimen hunters.

DACE :Comes after nights.

ACTION :0ften from a rod, but then again I wouldn't really know much about that.
CASTER :Poseur that chucks a line.

SWAN SHOT :Most definately Not Guilty.

———— - —



SUB SURFACE & SURFACE RIGS

Being a member of 3 eel angling clubs, I get to read quite a lot on the subject
of sub surface and surface rigs.

Pete Burton of the Eel Study Group has done a lot of work over the past few
seasons on the rigs and unlike other anglers I know, he does what he says.

Pete has confirmed that at times and on certain waters the rigs will out fish
the standard bottom rigs, using all forms of bait.

Knowing that a reprint of my book was due in 1986 I myself started to try these
type of rigs on a water in B'ham, I felt that I must have fished these methods
before I could write about the subject. So using my own design rig to fish all
types of bait, I put my effort into trying this new, to me ot least, form of
eel fishing. On two of the waters I fished in 1985-6 my rig did reward me with
some eels off the bottom. These fish being taken in water of over 20ft, and on
a couple of occasions my surface rigs did out fish my bottom rigs, in fact

when the surface rigs scored the bottom rigs were untouched. The runs whilst
using the surface rigs were as Pete had said, they screamed off like an express
train. This I put down to the eels belting back to the bottom of the lake

after seizing the bait. Baits fished only a few feet off the bottom created
runs that were as if the baits had been fished on bottom rigs, nothing to write
home about. All in all these rigs do produce eels, but as yet, unless the lads
are keeping mum, they have not yet produced the monster snakes we all dream of.
There has been a couple of big eels taken whilst using the off bottom rigs,but
this does not impress me at all, for as far as I know these baits were only
fished a couple of feet off the bottom, in some cases even less than that.s To
me a big eel has only to 1lift its - neck to seize these baits. I'd go as far
as to say that those baits would have been pisked up anyway if they had been
presented on the bottom. I also know of a few good eels being taken on surface
rigs, but these have been fished in the margins in water only a few feet deep
and I feel that a big eel would have no trouble in just lifting its head off
the bottom and grabing the bait. Once again I feel that a bottom fished bait
would have caught anyway.

Off bottom and sub surface rigs are, I feel, only needed when the bed of the lake
is heavy in weed and baits fished in this manner do give the angler an advantage
in that the eel can find the bait more easily. Myself I'm not put off by bottonm
weed, I don't like it as it can hinder a free running eel, but as I say I'm not
put off by the weed.

I have used the sub surface rigs in my eeling, partly so that I could write
something in the book reprint and partly so that I could talk to other eel
anglers about the subject with at least some knowledge. What I now ask is, are
anglers using these rigs on proven big eel waters, wasting a lot of rod hours.

We all know that a big eel is a very old fish and I do not think that such a
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fish would waste energy by feeding off the bottom, indeed it can feed very well
on the bottom with very little loss of energy, and i feel it is this food on the
bottom that we need to know more about. As yet sub surface rigs have not
produced big eels in any numbers, they produce eels yes, but not the ones we're
after! I do admire the anglers who are trying these new methods, eeling has
stood still for to long, but I feel their time would be put to better use by
finding out just what those big eels eat, for if the right bait ain'T out there
it will make no odds at all what rig you are using!

It could be said that I'm too old to change my ways, you could be right, but
just stop and think of all those rod hours you could have put to waste, using
surface rigs. No lads, its not the rigs which will produce those really big

snakes, but the right baits fished on the end of those rigs.

I wish you good eeling in 86-87
JOHN SIDLEY

!‘!!ii?l?i!l?ll?lll|i¥!1|||i|l|!|l|i|¥9|!77!lllIi!IllIlll||||1!|Y||V|||||FTIIIII

.........................................................................

Being as though my eel season was something of a non-event I decided to write
about a local gravel pit. I have fished the pit on only five occasions in the
last two and a half years, but I have had some terrific results in those few
vigits. Bach time I was accompanied by Dave Taylor who has also had some very
good results.

One of the major problems with this water is that it is extremely private and
nobody fishes it unless they poach, because the owmers house sits right on the
front of the pit, but as the water is so good its worth the risk every now and
then. So far we have been very lucky in that we have not been caught...yet!

The water is fairly shallow on the whole with lots of thick weed, but there is
the odd gravel bar and a few deep gullies where the weed is not quite so thick.
It is in these gullies that the pike are to be found. The water is about 50 acres
and is shaped very much like Bra Lake except that this water is nowhere near as
deep. We have found that the pike lie in these deep holes, but the only problem
is that you have to cast a long way to reach these deeper areas and this restricts
where you can fish from.

The baits and the way we fish them are very simple, with ledgered or freelined
baits being the only logical way to fish as a float fished bait would not reach
the deep water and that's the only place we have had runs.With the weed being
such a problem, where possible it is best to suspend the bait up off the bottom,

The best way we found for this was with polystyrene as follows.

10
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Insertlng of the polystyrene 1s best done when the bPlt is soft and the hole in
the mlddle of the mackeral is best done with’ something like a pair of straight
nosed forceps, which can be gently pushed into the mackeral and the polystyrene
inserted. If you then freeze the bait you will then be able to cast it out without
any worries of whether it is floating or not, and you know thatyuu wil; have a
Wéll'presented bait with a good chance of getting a fish, It is advisable to take
a good supply of  these prepared fish with you so that you can then recast with a
new bait, but. at the same tlme you have to make sure that you take preoautlons to
keep the rest of the baits frozen. It is possible to use the unfrozen balts, but
you can.never be sure.that the bait is floating properly. The best thing of all
about flshlng mackeral this wat is that it is totally invisible to the fish.

The fish in this water are not fished for regularly so this leaves them in really
excdellent condition, most of them are long with very large heads and every fish
fights like it has never been caught before. ‘

On two occasions an odd thing has happened the first was when I caught a 1arge
double on a roaeh deadbait which had been suspended by pushlng poly' into its
mouth, and it was not until I was teking a picture of the fish did I notice
something in its mouth (my bait and hooks had fallen out on‘lanoing).On a closer
look I saw that the fish had a mackeral $all with two trebles stusk in its throat,
when T remOVed these hooks I saw that the person who had been usiné this tackle
must have been a fool, for it was a very small jardine snap tackle of about eight
1nohes. As you can 1ma5&pe the plke had bltten the llne above the trace, whose
hooks were at least 'size 2 and 11ke qnchors"
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The other occasion it was the story of a fish that just liked being caught. The
first time was when Dave and I decided to try a new part of the lake which is

out of the way of the house. We tried this area because it was a sunday afternoon.
The day produced one run to my rod and it was a fish of 22:02. The odd thing was
that Dave caught it the next day at the same weight but in a different part of the
lake,

if we reflect on what we have caught you would see that we have been very lucky to
have had such fantastic results on the few occasions we have visited the lake.

The fish we have had on our five trips are as followss-

PETE DAVE
22:02 22:02
20:02 18:00
17:08 13:14
15:10 12:06
14:14
13:06
12:04

To add to these fish we have only had one jack each, so as you can see the fish
caught are nearly all good doubles, with the only fish caught twice being the
largest twenty. The smaller doubles were all different fish.

PETE STICKLAND

EEFLECTIONS

Here I am sitting in front of my typewriter looking out onto the Pennine Hills,
with the sun gleaming down on the frozen snow. We've not had any running water

at home for ten days and I've had great difficulty getting to and from work. To
cap all this, I've not even had a regular supply of Newsletters and Bulletins

from the Wational Anguilla Club.,

Lets face it, if we for one moment disregard the Club trips, there is not a lot
more to be had from Club membership, other than our publications, The Club meetings
are very enjoyable, but we don't join the NAC simply to meet twice a year. I'm
sure if you spoke to almost all ex-members of the Club they would talk of our
Bulletins in complimentary terms. Over the years material published in the
Bulletin has been controversial. Ernie Orme's response to Dave Holmans piece on
Margin Beling immediately comes to mind. Both Ernie and my own reply to articles
written by John Sidley. I'm sure that other members who have been in the Club
longer than myself can remember others. So what has happened now? Is the published
material now so dull that members find it does not merit a response? Are members

just too bone idle to make the effort?
12



If this is the case than I think we should consider if we renlly do think that the
Bulletin is such a vital part of the Club. At the AGM Terry suggested that we
should issue an Annual Bulletin. I think I can work out Terry's thinking behind
this, but there is no guarantee that this would be any better than our current
output. What would you think if you received one Bulletin a year containiﬁéuéé‘
few pages as the last one? If you're lacking in inspiration then I would suggest
you get hold of some o0ld Bulletins and paw over the works of Alan Hawkins, Dave
Holman, Arthur Sutton, Arthur Smith, Terry Coulson etc.

Can the officers of the Club, who were elected at the 1985 AGM genuinely sit back
and say "I have made the greatest possible effort on behalf of the NAC": If you
do think this then you are seriously déeluding yourselves. Have you all written
at least one article for the Bulletin? Have you been in regular correspondence
with other members? Have you recruited any prospective members? If you wer'nt
willing to do your best for the Club why did you accept the job? If you have
done your best and this has turned out to be inadequate should you continue in
office? I'm trying to be honest and not directing my comments at anyone in
particular. Am I being unfair? If so tell me why.

I have always accepted@ that not every member is in a position to put in the
effort fishing wise as for instance John Sidley. If you're not able to get out
fishing perhaps you could make up for this by writing plenty of articles for the
Bulletin.

You will perhaps have realised from the tone of what I'm writing that I'M not
certain whether I will continue as a member. Can you persuade me otherwise. All

your replies will be treated in the strictest confidence.

MARK DAVIES
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HELPING TO FILL THE BULLETIN

I recieved my NAC Bulletin on the 17th Feb, it was dropped through my letter box
at nine in the morning, by 9.30 I'd read it all....great stuff eh!!

I enjoyed Mark's piece on his chubbing in Wales on the river Vyrnwy, I need &
good water to obtain a efw chub livebaits from...(only joking). I wish Arthur

all the best at his talk on eel fishing, I dropped him a line telling him that I
would not be able to be at the talk, but wishing him well and I still do. I never
did get a reply off of him,(maybe I should have sent a S.A.E.?)so much for trying
to keep in close contact with the membersh.p. ' Another joke!!!

I feel our Arthur has jumped the gun about my comments in the last Bulletin, I'm
not saying anybody should stop going out and catching 21b eels, if that's what
turns them on okay. But I have always been lead to believe that the NAC was a
Club who's aims were to go out and catch bigger and better eels. How can this be
achieved if members of the Club just sit on waters where the chances of catching

a big'un are nil? Would it not be best to put in the time you have eeling, on the
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venues that matter, i.e. where the big ones really are. Arthur you are talking a
load of rubbish mate. If I was at work I would still put in the effort et the
waters that hold the big eels, in fact this is exactly what I did do when I was at
work (not all of my big eels came from Earlswood) I travelled far afield to fish
what I knew to be BIG eel venues. Places like Wales, Northants, Cambs, etc etc,
and those waters are definitely not on my doorstep.

I was catching big eels long before I was out of work and like most members I had
only the weekends and holidays, but I msed that limited time to concentrate on

the waters I knew had the sort of eels I wansed to catch. After all I'm a big fish
angler ang therefore I put the effort in on the waters that matter. I joined the
NAC to hopefully learn more on how to catch bigger eels, I know that a couple of
recent new members joiner for the same reason, as yet I have gained nothing.

I joined the ESG and even the BEAC to learn more about eels and hopefully how to
catch bigger ones, within those two Clubs i have achieved my terget. I must say
that I am getting a little tired, no fed up, with people saying that because I am
out of work I can devote more time to my eeling and that is why I am more
successful than they are. Bull shit. I would and have devoted all my time to eel
fishing, work or no work. This what I can't seem to get through to some members of
the Club, are you big eel anglers or just plain eel anglers? What are your aims
in eel fishing? Please tell me, apart from just enjoying your sport why are you
in a club that is supposed to be for finding out more about how to catch bigeels,
when all you do is sit on waters that only produce small eels, come on please
tell me?? I enjoy .my sport and I enjoy every eel I catch, be it one pound or
gix pound, but I still go out to catch bigger and bigger fish. To do that I need
to fish the right waters .

" I'm not asking members ta pack up work, or stop fishing for other species
during the eel season, 1f that's what you want to do that's ok by me, its not my
fault that I don't like fishing for roach, carp, tench,bream and the rest of the
other species during the summer. These fish do not interest me and I would not put
any effort into their capture, they just don't turn me on like eels (or pike) do.
But I certainly don't knock a bloke who does figh for these speciec. I will end by
saying that T mean no harm to anybody in the Club, I just cannot understand why some
members can't understand the way I go about my eeling. My aim is to catch big eels
and if my approach is wrong then I make no apologies for it, I wish you all tight
lines in 1986,

JOHN SIDLEY

B e e R L L L L L L L O A 3% O (o O )

ED'S COMMENT
John has got a point in his article. It has long been my contention that the Club

should, and indeed, is capable of capturing a much larger proportion of the really
big eels that are taken each year. I do believe that the Club has tended to
rest on its laurels too much in recent years and as much as anything this has

contributed to the gradual decline in the Club over the past few years.
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I+ is now time gentlemen to build new laurels.

It was some time ago (19837?) that I wrote in the Bulletin that I believed that some
members should go and "search for pastures new", as I saw this as the only way to
increase the size of eels some members were catching. I still think this today.
Its no good sitting on the same old waters that you have fished for years, if
these places have STILL not produced the sort of eels you REALLY wish to catch.
We all know that every water is capable of throwing up a real biggy eventually,
but how long do you want to wait, and can you guarantee that you are going to be
the lucky captor if it does appear? Dave Holman was probably the best eel angler
this club will ever see, and he fished many waters and it took him, brilliant as
he is, 21 years to capture the fish he was really atfer. 99% of the present
membership will probably never match Dave's success, but we are all capable of at
least getting a good long way down the road towards it!

As eel anglers of some experience we also all appreciate the phenomenon where by,
the first few sessions on a new water often throw up the biggest or most eels, and
I know that every one of you can quote examples to disprove it, but as a general
rule it it a bloody good indication of the potential of a water. So if you have
been sitting on a water and not getting runs or indeed only catching small eels,
then for gods sake go and find a different venue. Preferablly a brand new one, and
get stuck into a few new problems. Like, where to fish, how to stop your hands
shaking when you actually get a run, changing the line that you haven't put any
strain no for years and even making sure that your landing net mesh hasn't rotted
away since it was last used, in goodness knows when!!!

For make no mistake, in the angling world at large there are quite a few anglers
who fish regularly for eels and they are not coming forward to join the Anguilla
Club, because we are not showing ourselves capable of catching the sort of eels
that they themselves are indeed catching. One example I personally know is a
friend of mine, Simon, who is a very successful and respected carp angler in Kent.
He has become a good friend over the years and now spends most of his nights
fishing exclusively for eels, only switching back to his beloved carp during
daylight. Over the last two years he has taken 8 eels over 41b, including a 5:08
and a 5:12, but he has no interest at all in joining the NAC, who he says,''don't
cateh, all together what he does." Now Simon is an intellegent and mature angler
who's been around a long time, just the sort of member we could do with, but in
today's angling world you have to offer something to anglers too make them join
a group or club, and at the moment we don't offer much.(Even Mark's now talking
of leaving and he hardly ever even goes fishing!!) Think about it and you will
see that potential members like Simon have a good point.

Why join the National Anguilla Club?

Even the old prestige aspect of 'being an Anguilla Club member} wears a bit thin
when anglers on the bank ask who, or what the Anguilla Club is, and then go on

after your explaination to question you as to whether you don't mean that you are

15



part of the BEAC! If we can't start to show that we are capable of living up to our
'Eel Angling Specialists' image, then I susect we shall disappear without trace,
(just as those 61b eels do when I cast out). I am fast coming to the conclusion
that we are not really worthy of our specialist image, when half our membership
hardly ever go out fishing, and when they do they don't seem to fish for the
species they have joined a specialist group on the strength of.

But, for all my apparent gloom and doom, I don't see this situation to be as grim
as perhaps I paint it, but I do think we should all be more prepared to show a
higher profile to the angling world at large, as well as really knuckling down to
the basic job of catching these big eels. I am not advocating that we all become
out and out, big fish or bust merchants, but I do think the time has come where if
we are to survive, then we must concentrate on catching worthwhile (in the eyes of
the angling world) eels. After all,why on earth did YOU join the National Anguilla
Club in the fist place?

DPW
Editor

SESSION REPORTING 1985
TERRY JEFFERSON

T do not intend to go into a long and detailed breakdown of the Session Reporting
results. T would hope that the various analysis forms, although confusing at firsy
sight, will be easy enough for you to follow. I think I have covered all aspects
of the scheme in the analysis, though it could be taken a great deal further,
something I might do at a later date.
Tndividual members afforts or particular waters could be singled out for closer
attention. In fact that might not be a bad thing. Our three most active members
have accounted for a ridiculously high proportion of the overall effort, and in
meny cases, their results have tended to dominate and give some misleading answers.
That is not to - &. detract from their efforts though, far from it. More effort
from the rest of you would result in much greater accuracy all round.
However, I hope that you will all find something of interest, perhaps something
that you consider deserves much closer scrutiny. To that end I am proposing to
publish the full years snalysis forms in forthcoming editions of the Bulletin. It
may well be that you cen use them to further advantage and analyse a particular
:aspect of the scheme which interests you. If there should be a particular
section you would like further information, or clarification on, then don't
hesitate to get in touchi What I hope you will be able to see is that this
particular type of analysis should be easy to update season by season, Or even be
used to study the results from particular months in isclation.
I trust you all find something of valug in this analysis. IT has teken a great deal
of time and effort on my part to reach this stage, and I hope you will all realise
the importance of maximum effort and accuracy in reporting sessions.

My thanks to all those who sent their reports in on time, to the rest of you......
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Montgomery Canal.

You will perhaps remember in Bulletins that you have read contanining articles written

by myself, that in both 1984 and 1985 I fished a number of sessions on the Shropshire
Union Canal ( Montgomery Branch ) which for the sake of 'shortness I will describe in

the following pages as the Montgomery Canal. This Canal is one of the many branches

off the main Shropshire Union Canal and it runs fro;aedeen 's Head Shropshire to
Newtown;Powys. It is disused along its full length and many stretches are completely
de-watered, this basically means what it says, in that there is no boat traffic what--
so-ever. - Which means that in all the stretches holding water, the Canal 1s very

clear and éxtrémely weedy'énd flows rather like a southern chalk stream. For this reason
it holds both an incredible quantity and variety of fish, including trout and more

particularly as far as we are conserned, eels.

As far as I am concerned)as I have stated previously in these pages and at the recent
A.G.M. in Daventry the Montgomery Canal would make an ideal venue for a club trip.

All that is nécessary is a good turn-out of club members and I am sure that everyone
would catch eels and some good specimens wouid be banked. The country-side surroundiné
the canal is very beautiful and the canal itself is very qu1et not only because there is
no boat traffic, but also because few anglers visit its banks and it is not near any

large centres of population.

As I have mentioned the Montgomery Canal starts at Queen's Head Shropshire proceeds
through Maesbury Marsh, through Llanymynech, across the River Vyrnwy, running close to
the main Welshpool . Road at Four Crosses. From here it runs via.Ardd-lin via Poole Quay
to Welshpool and then via Berriew to Newtown. . As I have stated above many stretches
are completely devoidof water.

Although the canal is not currently used by boat traffic there has been a lot of talk
recently about opening up the canal to boat traffic so, although I do not think this

is an immediate possibility, due to the cost, the club should take this opportunity

to fish the canal while the conditions are ideal.

The stretch of cahal I have mentioned is controlled by a number of angling ' societies

with the Prince Albert Angling Society of Macclesfield holdine the most extensive
stretches. The Oswestry and District Angling Society, the Brunswick Angling Club

( Liverpool ) the Montgomeryshire Angling Association, the Argae Hall Angling Club,
Cammell Laird Sports Club ( Angling Section - Birkenhead ) and the Irby Angling Club

( Bérkenhead ) control the rest of the fishing, whilst a small stretch is owned by the
Powis Castle Estate. It is a condition of the British Waterways leases to these clubs
that they issue day tickets which are available at a modest average cost of about 50p.
Some of the clubs have rules about both night fishing and fishing for eels in the close
season, although I have%%éver been troubled by any officials. It is of course permissible
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in the Severn Trent W.A. to fish for eels in the close season. I do not think this
will cause any troble as I have only seen one or two other anglers on the canal
let alone any bailiffs.

The map*shows the Montgomery Canal along it& full length together with the main
roads, bridges andlocks (many of which are in a derelict condition). Perhaps

more interestingly it shows, by use of a frothing glass symbol, where the local
hostelries (boozers to us uncouth southerners. Ed) are situated, as you will
appreciate they are well placed along the canal's full length.

I personally would favour the stretch between Llanymynech and Welshpool as I have
not yet had sufficient time to pay much attention to the stretch between Welshpool
and Newtown. However, as we have got about 30 miles of practically unfished canal
to choose from it would seem, if we decide on the canal for a Club trip, that
members should spread themselves. As the canal is relatively shallow and clear,
bankside disturbance can dramatically effect the fishing and for this reason we
should spread out.

The club has not had a canal trip for a good few years now and the Montgomery
Canal, in my opinion, is an ideal venue. Its potential as a fishery ig relatively
untapped and as far as I can gather no serious eel fishing has been done along
its lenght. There are plenty of eels to be caught as I indicated by a single
night session I had on the canal at WERN some years ago, when I recorded 11 eels
over 21bs!! * (see over for map)

MARK DAVIES

EDS COMMENT

I really fancy this venue, not only for its eels but because it sounds so different
from anywhere most of us have ever fished before.s Also, if only for a few pints

of real Banks beer I will certainly try and make this venue at some time during
this year. I feel that a really different and obviously prolific eel venue, is

just what we need as a Club trip site and if we decide on the Montgomery Canal

I shall be very disappointed if people don't make the effort and travel to a

water that I would love to have nearer home.

You've whetted my appetite Mark so even if the trip is somewhere else, you'll

have to put up with me for at least a couple of nights sometime this year.

And if that's not enough to make you give up eeling, then I don't know what is!!!

DPW
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