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10 - 23ft deep, there is little shallow water. Few other anglers fish here, they aren't prepared to overcome the 
difficulties and discomforts of boat fishing, especially at night. So I have the place to myself each time. It's full 
on 'Only the Lonely' . 

.A'.i • The boat is an old, creaking, tar-lined wooden punt, 
which you have to skull out of the boathouse and onto the mere. 
At first, there were a few teething problems with the boat fishing. 
Fishing from the anchor, even with an anchor at either end, 
results in too much boat sway, which creates problems with bait 
presentation and bite indication. Also, the boat slowly fills with 
water, which has to be bailed out every 24 hours or so. The sound 
of water trickling slowly into the boat leads to a feeling of 
insecurity when floating all alone over 20ft of water for a whole 
night. No - it seemed safer and easier to tie up to a bankside tree 
where the boat could be moored hard against the bank, thus 
reducing boat sway and bringing the bank within jumping 
distance should the boat sink. 

Some fonn of shelter and sleeping arrangements were 
required. This started with a small ridge tent that fitted neatly on 
one half of the boat. It was suitable to retire to but difficult to get 
out of without creating a lot of disturbance - far from ideal should 
a run occur. I needed a shelter that would fit a bedchair. I went on 
to make my own bivvy from a 45" nylon fishing umbrella and an 
old wrap around bivvy that someone once gave to me saying it 

I 
Home from Home was of no use without a door. I made a door out of a large flap of 

.__ _____________ _. Gore-Tex taken from an old, damaged, army bivvy bag. This was 
cut in to shape then sewn permanently on to the bivvy so that it fitted snugly around the base of the bedchair, haJf 
of which was protruding from the doorless bivvy. Many cord ties were then knotted roughly into place so that the 
bivvy could be tied down to the boat instead of pegging. The central umbrella pole was secured to a hollow 
plastic umbrella/sunshade stand tl1at can be filled with water to provide a stable base. The resulting shelter was 
named by an angling mate the first time he saw it when he said 'That's not a bivvy its a divvy', so the Divvy 
Bivvy was named. Another amusing comment came from the gamekeeper when he spotted me rowing across the 
mere with the shelter aboard - 'Bloody hell its Noah's Ark.' 

I caught two eels of 5:06 and 3:00 the very first time I fished this water in 1997 but have blanked here 
every year since. Sometimes I wonder if I will ever catch another eel here. Yet there is something about the place 
that keeps drawing me back. Something about the setting seems sort of historical almost mystical A natural 
mere, protected from the advances of mankind by the surrounding old, mixed woodlands such as once covered 
most of the land. The trees are mainly oak and beech, standing tall above the encroaching rhododendrons. On one 
hillside a few big old scots pine trees are reaching the end of their lifespan. As they hang on to life in their old 
age, the upper branches have died off leaving their skeleton-like silhouettes towering over one shore. During the 
early morning mist, as a scraggy heron with its neck feathers missing perches on the bare treetop, it reminds me 
of a setting in the dinosaur film Jurassic Park. Perhaps there is even a woolly mammoth lying preserved in the silt 
deep down in the kettle hole. It is easy for the imagination to wander as you are lulled by the quietness of its 
sheltered waters, especially when you consider the potential for a monster eel. Branches from huge trees that 
have long ago crashed into the water lie embedded in the marginal silt to create safe havens for the biggest, 
oldest, most elusive of eels to hole up, U.llknown to man. It is this big eel aura hanging over the place that keeps 
me coming back, even before I heard about the incident that once occurred here. 

There had been a de-oxygenation incident here a few years ago. The National Rivers Authority and 
angling club committee members were called out to find thousands of fish dying. Three members that had 
attended the fish rescue told me that the silt had risen from the bottom until it was floating on top of the water. 
This had cut the supply of oxygen off and thousands of fish were dying in the remaining small patch of open 
water. Thousands of specimen bream were stranded, along with perch, roach, carp, pike, tench and many eels, 
which were all huge. Aerators were brought in and a fish rescue operation was set up. Some fish died. Many 
bream and some of the eels were put into an adjoining water but many of the eels including one or two 
particularly large ones were saved by the aerators which got there just in time. The silt situation settled back to 
normal a few days later. Apparently this incident has happened before and is just a time bomb waiting to go off 
again. Meanwhile some massive eels continue to live in its waters having survived more than one of these de­
oxygenation incidents. One of the members pointed out iliat he has caught plenty of double figure conger which 
qualifies his estimate that three big eels they handled during the rescue weighed about 101b, with one, which went 
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.. I'm after Pike and Zander now". I'm glad to see that Brian has lost none of his enthusiasm for his eel 

fishing, and I hope I can speak for the all of the membership in wishing Brian lots of tight lines and good luck for 
next season. 

Nick Duffy has had a difficult season this year, he's fished 31 night sessions 
and 21 of tl1em were blanks but still managed some very nice eels. On the 20th April, 
Nick fished a Midlands canal and had a fish of 2lb-02ozs on ledgered worm. Then 
on the 19th May fishing the G.U Canal using ledgered live-bait tactics he caught an 
eel of 2lb-09ozs. Back on the Midlands ,:::anal on the !81 JWle, Nick had eels of llb-
10ozs and 2lb-06ozs, the first took a live-bait, and the later was taken on Roach head, 
both were fished on ledger rigs. On the 291

\ fishing a Midlands lake he had two eels, 
one of 2lb-07ozs and the other was 2lb-13ozs* both feel to ledgered Roach head. July 
3rd and Nick has his best eel of the season at 41b-10ozs, this fish again came from a 
Midlands lake and again the bait was ledgered Roach head. On the 91h of August 
again from the Midlands lake Nick landed a further two eels, this time 2lb-03ozs and 

2lb-14ozs once again the winning bait was Roach head ledgered. The 17
th found Nick 

fishing "H's" Lake, but only managed a small boot-lace eel which fell to ledger fished Nick's 41b-02oz

worm. However, on the 241h he returned to take an eel of 2lb-13ozs and on the 27th 

Steve's 3lb-

15ozs 

netted an eel of 4lb-02ozs. Both eels took worm fished on a ledger rig. Nick's final eel of 
the season was oo the 2nd of September and weighed llb-09ozs from "H's" Lake but this 
one, took a whole Perch again ledgered. (The fish marked with a *, was actually a re-
capture ... this is what Nick had to say about it in the note he attached to his catch 
return ..... "the 2lb-l 3ozs fish I caught on the 24/08100 was a re-capture. My brother 
caught it the week before, we could tell because of a deformed mouth. It is the first re­
captt,re I have ever heard of,' I don't know about anyone else? ..... Well, if anyone else has 
ever had a genuine re-capture I'm sure that Nick, Steve, Stuart, Nick '1:he Hedgehog" and 
the rest of the active membership would love to hear about it .... so get your writing heads 
on and let us all know, through the pages of"AnguillA". 

Steve Pitts has had a difficult season this year he's been fishing a new and hard 
water with nothing to show for many sessions of hard fishing, then on the 2nd of July he 

had an eel of 21b-12ozs from a canal. Then on the 71h
, whilst fishing B.P Pit Steve managed 

to take his first eel from the venue at 3lb-13ozs (l:45a.m) using Roach tail. However, 
September saw a change in fortunes when on the 1th eels of 2lb-01 ozs and 2lb-08ozs were 
landed. Then on tile 201h Steve had eels of llb-12ozs, llb-llozs, 21b-02ozs, 2lb-10ozs and 

2lb-14ozs. On the 22nd he netted eels of llb-Olozs, llb-15ozs and 2lb-02ozs. On the 23rd he caught eels of llb-
07ozs, llb-13ozs, 21b-10ozs, 2lb-00oz, and at 3:10p.m an eeJ of 3lb-02ozs. Then on the 29th a 21b-04ozs and a 
2lb-Oloz fell to Steve's rods. And finally on the 30th he had a llb-09ozs eel, then at 9:00p.m he had an eel of 
4lb-09ozs, at 9:15p.m a 3.lb-15ozs and at first light an eel of2Jb-Olozs. All of the above eels 
came from W.W. Pit and were taken on fish section, with the exception of the l lb-09 which fell to worm. 

Now to tlle catch return of Robert Haig. Robert has been fishing a Colne Valley gravel-pit for 
most of the season and as recorded some fine eel captures starting on the l 0th July with an eel of 41b-04ozs taken 
on a John Sidley Rig at 04:45a.m. Theo on the 2nd August Robert connected with eels of 3lb-llozs using a Colin 
Dyson Rig at 01 :30a.m. a 2lb-06ozs (J.S Rig) at 03:30a.m, then a 4Jb-05ozs (C.D Rig) at 04:30a.m, at 05:00a.m. 
he had a 3lb-08ozs (J.S Rig), and finally at 05:30a.m a 3lb-13ozs (J.S Rig). What a morning eel fishing tllat was, 
well done Robert. Oh and by the way, all of Robert's eels were taken on good old worms. 

On to the first, of only two catch returns from Junior Members that I have received tllis season. Master 
James Blackburn on the evening of the 81h September, at 11 :45p .m had an eel of 8ozs, then on the morning of 
the 9th at 3:00a.m landed another eel of 8ozs. Both of James' eel were taken on John Sidley rig fished worm baits, 
and were caught from a Lanes Stillwater. 

The other junior who sent me tlleir catch return was Master Darrach Dorman who recorded a blank on 
the 29th July fishing a Norfolk club water with his dad Martin J Dorman. Martin fished the club water on the 
21 �• of July, and had an eel of 3lb-04ozs on running ledger with lobworms as bait at 02:00a.m. And at 03 :50a.m 
on the 261h, again from tlle cJub water using worms and nmning ledger tactics had an eel of llb-05ozs. 
John Davis has had a fairly good season this year starting on the 4 th June with eels of 2lb-06ozs at 0 l:35a.m, and 
a 3lb-13ozs an hour later these eels took worm on a C.D Rig, then at 02:40a.m an eel of 3lb-06ozs fell to Roach 
head fished in conjunction with a J.S Rig. All tllree eels came from a Midlands lake. On the 3rd July John banked 
eels of 2lb-10ozs 00:35a.m and 21b-06ozs at 04:40a.m both eels took worm (C.D Rig), then at 05:00 on Roach 
tail (J.S Rig) he had another eel of 21b-07ozs again all the fish came from the Midlands lake. The 5th found John 
fishing a Staff's Gravel Pit were using worm as bait in combination with a C.D Rig he took eels of llb-llozs 
(01:50a.m) and 2lb-04ozs (03:00a.m). On the lllil, back on the Midlands lake using C.D Rigged worm at 
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