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g sBoure g Lo re LR next morndng., &% 8 am the lakes looked still
there was no uign of fish when suddenly the line on the dead perch rod bagon to
snsak out. Mow Irenie or Mark will teil you that s zun at that time of day can only
be one fish - a miavabls 31b type Pike., I sbuck but this was no Pike and shortly
after o fine Fel of 41% Hozs was slithering around the boat, Highly ¢slighted I
turned my atteutien buck to the hang un line but alaa ¥he hook iength had been
kBitten through.
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The following night
time it was a Pike.
senuine preditor I ¥
have had pointed hesnds

at 2 am hed zanother zun on half perch this
sht had & | head esnd was the first )
the others I have taken

Cne btrip that T had been locking forward to wi
to fish several of the smsller Toughe on the @ ; place on-mass
with 7 of ws in two cars and & maseive Lrailer load of sesy b nearly sank ths
ferry. lost of the lads stayed for I4 daye out I menaged tnly s week 2% Lough Coosan,
near Athlone. The fishing was sverything I'd hoped it would be, nothing exceptional
buti I enjoyed the magic of the place coupled with the igolation of belag the only
anglers on our Lough. Ye Cished from Borba azain and all my contraptlons .end devices
were firstly loushed at and ihen copled by boating companion Roger Hinde.

ta {reland

Ve 8t up on all the six wights telling jokes, making tes (why iz 4% nlways me hhat
meken it?) exting massive Apple Pies and lastly cetehing superb Tishy anly troudle

we had was with the Hols. Horrible beotlaoce Jobs walch would eat enything snd averw
ything we threw at thom including hread sné sveetcorn, Zach irce wo landed was Jropped
into the hoet and retrieved next morning when we landed nosr our Chalef. Gur arrival
at the quay was goon emgerly swaited by a host of derpan hoat peopie wao would delis

in toliing away our nights Eel catnh. \

One evening I decided to soe if aything bigzer vould e
portion of 4oz el on a wire trace gl Ups I caught 4 loy wvne 2 gruesome heast
of Tlb I4oza which oven the moro grussome Germsns 4idn't like, the other one was s
402 specimen which gudite incredibly took an Fel section thsi wao blgger than itaelf,
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taken and wet up a large

Ho doubt the Shannon System with its ineredible Yol populels
But if I wase vigd#ng soley for Bels then I would contget St
There must to wone ity bl Hels swinming wround bhe mars
to bave them il o himself,

Wohas 4 wtest potential
rt Greene for his advice.
Iste and fiuart sppears

Into July my fishing took a dramatic upturn, one of those periods when evarything
foes according Yo plan, A weeks holiday spent landing fish of all gpecies with
comparative esse. Superd Bresa, huge PTench, big bags of Parbel,in fact anything and
everything ¥ fished for would briug in the foads and ao on the l1sat Szturday a night
trip for Bely vss arrengzd, Tt was so A4£Cicult now to relate the whole episode
without it sounding like soms Unristmas Pantomime story aomplete with a Painy
Goduobher but the truth is thes my Eal (my vevy very never to be rereated Hel) was

& wient floke, miybe some sopi of wrize for o1l gy pac :
I ton make of it iz 5 Tathor wasohing his son paking
i seying "oy lad ston emcking absut T111 chow won

some sport o othor
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182 « A yeap of mixed fortunes.

Wall hara we zre into another year, for me it couldn’t have come guick eriough.
Nobouy, and 1 msai nobody, was more glad to see the back of '82 than me. But, looking
heck now at the thinge that happened, wether diresctiy or indirectly concerning me,
they seem furny uow - but not s0 at the time, In fact this article is in danger of
becoming 8 conedy skelch yather than a fishing redort.

To he fair thoush, this time last year I had resigmed myeelf to the fact that I
wouldntt he able to fish in vlaces I wanied, ner even Join other Club members aib
annmual get-togethsrs - for one rosson - Lowas prepering to ged married!

Kow all you budding ;rooms out there (if any) contemplating getting mirried, ons
piece of advice ~ forget 1t =~ the expence is ridisulous! And when I tell you that
that was the highlisht of '©2 then you'll no doubt sympathise with me.

Seriously though,; it was one of the happlest days of my life and I enjoyed every
mirte,

Back to fishing then. In the close ssason I set aboul looking fof waters in my area
that maybe hid potential for a few Eela. - waters that could have been rieglected as

far as Hels wera concerned, Loral, unviou31J te keap costs to a minimum, especialy

as I would we [ishi lone

Now my job dictstes the dnys vwhen I go fishing, as, being smployed ¢n the local
morning newspaner I have to work nights regularly, so I am limited to jJust three
nights per week, thess heing based on a rota system. 3till,Il mansge to get out as
often ag is pozsibvle,

Anyviay, ona water I found oud Mansfield way, looked ideal ~ rot too far f£rom home
but with diskinct peossibilities. Wight fishing was allowed - very rare for s Club
water these days -« so I decided to give it a try.

Talking to a few locals & few things cabe to light, either nobody had seen eny Hels

caught, but of the few who hsd ssen any caught said iiey were big. It's so easy to

et ocarried awsy whenever big fish ars ﬁen+ioned, but ii one thing Iive learned ovar

the years, it's nevar balieve anything till it's either on the bank, vcu've seen a

Dhotograph, or the info has ocome from a pretty rallable souree. But anyway,xt
gounded interesting. p

After % sessions without even a twitch, and tie feedback I was getting fréom the
localsy my enthuoslaosm was Lsginnin to dampen. I had ch .‘tmd to most of the anglers
who had come onto the lake to glean all the informstion I could; and e clear picturs
was fast emerging. ;

Apparently, sonme big Hels had been tuken a Tew years earlier by a group of anglers
but the fate of the ¥els I jucst couldn't ascertain, so I erred on the black side.

Almo the inlet fio the lske had been polluted for seme years, mshking it 1mhoqni“le

for the stock to be roplenished. ot even the locals thag fishsd 211 night for the
Tench and Bream, caught any Hels, I had heard go meny times the tig Lels the lake

held but I goon begen to realise it wes the same re-mixed tals,

Rather perterbed, I scrapped it, I couldn'4t fish unless I hed complete confidence
in the water. But experience has shown that you can never write a wabter off completely
80 maybe & re~thlnk is called for. Who knows 1t could contain anme wewes W2a Tedn

I then had a session on a water pot far from my indtial cihoice. That agaln proved
uneventful apart from & set to I had with a buncn of tha local yobs. Thare I was,
fishing away, mindivg wy own businsms, havipg to pud up with a gang of youths
supposedly fishing, making & right racket, shouting, swearing, sthlnd tokohes, you
wams 1t, they were dolng it
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At 1143%0pm I packed up in disguat, I'd had enuugh. Ag T passed this bunsh of oracke
potsE n omy way to the car I saw they were engircled round a buge flres in o state of
excltement, I ston realised why « they wers 1oa3t‘ng a live hedgehog! = How 1f youtve
nevey heard the sguesls of pain of an animal being roasted alive, let e +ell vou

the sound is bloody oruel. I ranm %o the car, loaded my gesr and flew back braﬂslanlng
one of my bank stlcks, threstening to part any oue of thler heads dowr the middle,
Thers must have been sboub seven but T got ne takers, end after telling them what

I thought of them, and Christ was I fuming, I left. Nob one of them said word.

I gometimes wonder what a world wa're living in, but then there's nothing vwrong with
the world, it's the people who inhadit it, that mindless minority that wph il ‘i o
evgryone slse. Anyway I vowed never to fish that lake agnin.e everl :

Fellow Club member Avthur Smith rang, and ‘2 natter about this and that, BuﬁsﬁSﬁed
a2 trip %o the Witham could be intevesting: Arthur knew one ohap whe had taken & few

good Bels up te 51b syound dusk, after the wsekand matches had finlshed,

Now I know the Witham very well, I havs fished it since Baing a nipper, dut survris
ingly I had nevsr fished it seriously for Eels st night. So I gave it a try, I hed
nothing to loue. : .

L had 3 tripg to the Witham ending ap with 3 Zsla, bipgest Jlb, and &uékln” gt i
objectively, I'm certein theve are big Pels there, there has to be, but 4t's what
114 class ag fUrl fishing -~ fust the vlace to try new baits, rige, ste, A place to
take comebody whé hes never had much expsrisnce with Fels. Ti's good fan, sand youlrs
always in with 2 chanee of an ®ael,

Just talking about halts, e heit T 418 Yvy with guccass was el seotion, smal

portiony {rom a bvouilacs proved very profuctive, e Lallv the head section, Huoving
fished mainly stlllwaters for my Bels, and never been viagued by heotlacé- melm itla
2 bait T have naver used. I3's now a bait [ cRRAToY o new in - in fact 1f
rutts (2 hell of a2 lot drov T mdght add) on ol <
of bait.

fow we are into August and I was defineiely not setiing ihe angling world alight
with my BEel captures. Fowwvar, news that cne of my sagling comzanlons hnd emuaght an
Zel of 41b plus while aftsr the Bream the lake fiolds, aaw me at the game venue.
Brtongive baiting up .1*% Ay ob hed attrasted the Zels into she swime, halt was
going in there alimost every ofnar day, »o 1t gesmed obvicus to serry on with t
baiting up, in hope that any Pels ﬁou*g move 1lrito my chosen gwim,

gt he sllon ol maggobs, plus ds mavv
:ing +a Figh Lobworom ove 2

ar so I wae r ahricts

Bvery seseion I fiah&d 1 put in at 2
Lobwerma as T ooul 0
Night fishing i

wEe something bhe thought of possibly o toqin4 an Had in
daylight. :
After 4 wessziona I hadn't nad a fish but wis enjoying every minute of it 1 experim

]

ow tosrant fisn like Teach, Bream anduPeech
Fiffss can devour s bunch of Lobworms,.

mented with Dacron traces and found
omn e te them and how quickly Tommy

on the £4i€h triv 1 decided tw uss sn-addiv e

It clatms to be & worm exivact with 16 Amino o sdded and goes under the trade

name of ACH. Now how good it veally is I don't keow, 1113 probably have more to say

about it after u ll seszson uaLrV 1%s But aw I ssy 1 used it on the fifth sesaicn

and came up with en Eel of 210 loze « olther tpe halting up wes working (r the
gdditive was. Anywny, I only waa&geﬂ ong noye Lrip to the lake afier that but s4ill
mansged ancther Bzl on the bait with ths additive. 5o it seemed that the 21k ldoz was
to be my biggest of the zeascn.

st s couple of fa 3 prévicus.

T B e
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It seems stange though, that during my first year's membership of the N.A.C I
failed for once to get a 31b plue Bel - I had managed to get at leest one & year
prior to jJoining. I Wope that's not going to be the shape of things %o come.

Ag T packed away some of Ay Heling gear I looked back on my achievements, or lack
of themy; with much distain.

However, back to that seriss of events in '82,..

The year started off with me thinking one of my fingers was vart of a Turkey, and
nearly taking my demn finger end off. This first trdp to avspital turned put to be
the first of 4 visits I would meke during the ysar. Towards the end I almost expected
getting a couple of tickets to the hospital staff dance. ‘ : :

Hy second visit was when ny then future father=in-la¥ broke 2 bone in his snkle, the
result of & falls Not to be oubdone my prospective mother-in-law burst a hlood vessel
in her leg, another visit to hozpitel. And then to cap it all, just to keep it in the
family, thier daughter decided it was her turn and proossdsd to break a bone in her
hend. This last eplsode seused quite a stir becouse 3t seemed at the time that the

pot she was wearing would atill be on when we got married: Some honeyruon I wag

going to Bave! But fate smilzd on me snd the pot came off ¢ days befors we got spliced,

The year shded as it began - in bloody chacs. Some jerk decided to run into ny «ar on
Christmas Eve snd then the gales and strong winde we had saw the roof on the dormer
damaged, flooding the bathroem in the procesa. No wonder my halrta going greyi

Anyway, enough of my provlems,

surprisingly, '82 did have a couple of high apois, fishing wise. My Tirst 81k plus
Torkshire Barbel, taken on October 9 at 9peme(those are the days you never forget),
and e oapture of % winter Carp, all doubles, taken in November. Hew Iim wo Carp
fanatic, but I was hishly delighted with thosa fieh! e '

30 looking beck on '82 it wag dafinately a year of mixed fortunes - 8% can't be
liorse = can 1t7 '

Stuart MoGowan,

I wnow this edition ie a little thin but I felt that Dave snd Stuert having done the
hard work I reslly hed to publish now. That ig all the copy I have at present, Arthur
has one more artiole to my knowledge, maybe wmore, Untll I recdeive enough for & further
gdition I will just type the originals and wait before oPpying anybhing.

How about those end of season articles you were all suposed to write?

Alen ¥itchell Cenersl Secretary,
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