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ZDITORIAL

I can pretend no longer. My job as Editor is as dead as the once
sumerous dodo, Not one sxugie pigce of material has passed through
oy hands for over siz months, desplte pleas from myself, Mark Davies
and Terry Jefferson. Now I may be easy going by nature, bubt I am
ot a bloedy fool and it is perfectly clesr thst not one member wants
an Editor. I doubt 1f we could muzter the support of more than three
tembers for the Bulletin {tself! #When I think of alli the hard work
lone by Terry and Jan to produce the Bulletin, and of all the sndless
aours devoted to it over the vears, it makes me shudder, And this
at a time when, wuch more than ever hefore, a2l anglers smst band
together in order to protect what Little + hay have left.

Tt ghould not matiter tod much to me (hu& it does!) for I have not
nany eel fishing seasons left, buk €0 the majority in the Anguilla Club
it SHOULD watter, and I hope that some of vou may give it some the aght .

jut meanwhile, unless something to the ﬂﬁﬁtxar} ig indicated hy th
nambers, this must he my last Bditorial. I have finally got th
negsage, and 101 go gudeily.

S

Jars I mentdon the weather we have experienged sihce the second week
in December? A lot of people have suffered from frogt and anow and
subsequent Flooding, and *hg§ have wy syupathy. sink back o the™
old freeze up of 1962/63 when skating was y%@‘aa“?ﬁh“aji
the pits and lakes in the South &ast, b int ¢ dlsastrous fo
L ep weters and mahy x@almy

the blg epl population on many of the less dee
iy eels were Found dead, I would appreciste a word or two from you
L you know of a similar thing ncvuring this wincer.

3ut fthe floods ivey can be a bonus for I am sure it iz +hen that
nany waters see an ioflux of spall aels. Sua vers probably would
ABVer see an esl otharwize

Hiver Lea used Lo come over
ateh really small zels some six
the tgwpalh to find thair way into

varlous diteches and dﬂdwﬂ it wely to find a new home., The
river no longer floods, It ig ratner bbfﬂhq QPMH“L fJﬁw never
guicksns or slows, and surplusg water goe roariog 0ff down cua&rvbv
condudts to be gobbled up by London's veservoirs o s& out
via the Thames esztuary this surplus water is routed
soma of Lh@ Herts and Hesex o 2l ples it was hoped that &
wght enjoya blgger sel ”Uw*l“tlum‘ To date, it pears that Lhi&
has not nuppenéﬂp althousrh I hope it doas for the future eal
anglars.

I recall that many vears
its banks every wiﬂ”e .
sr seven inches i

% small culvert nesr my home flows wapidly nhe 43 nz‘ thais
188 gﬁwﬂp@d the hiy freeze, We: have had a masgive invasion of

kinds of water fowl. LWdhum-gﬁﬁié» ducks, hevons and sevoral

have all found their way to our little culvert which runs open

.
almoat a mile before Lt goes wnder ¥ wigh thet a few 1¢qn

amild find 1t too.

On avrivel in Hod
toads and some o
{add heard them)

™
g

Faring now,



EDITORIAL -~ CONT'D

I bet those Bullfrog tadpoles would make a satisfactory mouthful for
any eel, for they were just short of four inchee in length. At the
time of their release the younyg Bullforge were twice the size of a
large toad. ]

A J Sutton

CHAIRMAN'S PAGE

I am writing this during a spare moment over the Christmas holiday
period when I like many anglers throughout the country are housebound
and unable to fish due to the cold spell we are suffering.

On the Sunday before Christmas, Dave Holman and myself decided to go
fishing for Grayling, that beautiful fish which fortunately inhabits
a number of rivers in our area and which seems to feed better the
colder it gets, We had considered fishing the Upper Severn or the
Vyrnwy but in the end we plumped for the Derbyshire Dove as Lt was
slightly nearer and we did not fancy being stranded in central Wales.
What would have bheen perfact Grayling fishing weather on the Saturday
turned into a howling gale and driving snow on the Sunday.  Despite
thig X got to Daves to pick him up and we set Slftn However, we had
not be journeying very long before we realised that it would be somewhat
foolish to continue as the snow was drifting onto the road. The
near@st’ I. got to a fish on that day was watching the f£ilm Jaws at
Dave's house. Degpite this set back we hope that we ecan get amongst
the Grayling before the season ends. I had some very good sport
last seasmon on the stretch of the Vyrnwy owned by the Ellesmere Club

at Llanymyneck near Oswastry.

I was digmayed to receive in the post a notice informing me of the
Annual General Meeting of a club of which I am a member, The Prince
Albert Angling Socliety. Az anyone in the North West can tell you this
is "the" club to belong to as the waters that they elther own or lease
are very extensive, In fact, there is a three or four year waiting
list to gain admittance even though the entrance fee and gubscription
is in excess of £30. On the Notice convening the AGM I noticed that
someone had tabled a motion to ban closz season sel fishing on all
club waters, Why one asks should anybody be sc concerned about close
gegason eel fishihg especially when both the North West Water Authority
and the Severn/Trent Water Zuthority allow close season fishing for
eels.  There would seem to be no logical reason for close season eel
fishing to be banned, Certainly the privilege is abused by some
obut I think that in the main the anglers who dislike other anglers
fishing for eels in the close zeazon are peraong who take the view
that if they cannot fish then nobody elee should be able to. This is
an attitude I have found amongst many anglers who have come across me °
fishing legitimately for eels in the close ssason. I intend to go
along to the AGM of this club to have my say and to try and parsuade
the membership not to accept this motion but T feel very pessimistic
about my chances of success,



CHAIRMAK '& PAGE ~ CONTD'D

i am wmaking progress concerning making arrangements for a poesible
trip.to Colemere, cne of the Ellesmere Lakes; in that I have received
permission from the County Surveyor and Land Agent Lor membars to fish
and more importantly to fish at aight, a privilege which does not ,
normally extend to day-ticket anglevs, I am now awaiting to hear from
the controlling eclub Stoke-on=Trent (of which I am a wember) to get
their formal approval. ,

I enjoyed very much rgading Dave Holman's article in the las® Bulletin
and LI every. nmembexr could present his season's fishino in thig form
then I feel we would be well on the way to finding a successfuyl
replacement to the old reporting scheme. :

I am sure that many of us have itemg of tagkle for which we have no
further need which may be of use to other members and could I suggest
that if this is so that members put in a swall advertisement, similar
to Arthur Smiths, For instance, Dave Walker could gaet rild of these
500 bottles of minnows in formalin which he purchased off Bill Knott.
and Dave, Holman: conld pass on some of those very useful all=pyurpose, .
Newark: Needla- floats! Ly S L B SLCC S C o

e ey
R " - Rt )
T - i

One or two members have very sxeoollent setups for keeping live bait and
I wonld like to sse incwriting £from two in particulax,;nameiyihr;hur
Smith: and, bave Holman;:ithe stoidies of how they obtalhed their cow
tr@ughuk:nks%frmmeQCai:;imﬁly farmersg, If the likes of Mike Harding
and Jasper Carrott . van maks a lividag f¥6it their humercus anecdontes, I
am-gure the famour Arthurican reveal all t6 a private audignhce within

the Club. . .In.any event I find ‘Him- far more amusiﬁgI_g We . gan all . .
relate. various incidents ‘that bave Sccurred whilgt we have besn out, ., .
Eishing, why not let’s put them ig print, For me the kind of .

camaraderie that- such stories evoke are just as impmrtamt:aaﬁtﬁe
-agtual fighing and catching eele. K gt .1

“There can be:no doubt that the club da @t a majox turning'point”iﬁﬁ¢ .
its history. »In the space of one afternoon we lost the services of ..
a dedicated Chairman, who had been the main driving force behind the... |
2lub and at the same time, we decided o radically change the, ... as
reporting scheme which forms the backbone of the club's activities”.
rhgse are not my words but iines taken from A4 Bulletin of November 1971
eritten by the then Editor, Alan Hawkins. His comments would seem to. -
pply equally wellcto the presdrt time, We are now ten years. on.
set us not forget (hﬁ’haa'baan'statad“mény tines before) that we go
fighing Lo enjoy-burselves and that ‘enjoyment can mean for one ReXson
sutting in a great effort -agd catchling many large eels whilst b o UL
andther enjoymernit: may simply be fishing with other club membars and
Jerhaps not. catching go mary large ecels. What I am trying to SV s
is that/ there is no reason .ehy the ciub should not cater for a fairly
laxge range of  esl: fishermen) T Vike mowt members have many commitnents
soth. dn my buginess life and at hoiné. ' Having said all that the
zommon ground. betwesn us all is obw inmterest in fishing for eels and
st be to catech large eels, £ we pool our resources, ile via the
ulletin and help one apother as'we -have done throughout our history ..
hen surely we will be well on thée réad to achleving our ultimate goat, -

LV TN r |

..’

4ar£ Davies 12 1 b
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3UB-SURFACE EEL FLSHING ~ THE STORY UP TO THE PRESENT TIME

Most of you will know that in the past two or three seasons my efforts
rave been increasingly directed towards taking eels on baits fished
anywhere but on the bottom. In fact, I rarely fish my home waters
1ww without equally dividing my effort between the two methods. I
wpe in this short article to instll in you the confidence to try what
[ have been trying. Were more members willing to do so, our knowledge
rould surely take great gtrides in a forward direction. Not that we
a1ave learned nothing over the past three seasons - we have learnt much
- but what we have learnt has served to open our eyes to the
tremendous amount still to be done before we can say that we are on
tap of our subject, :

Ye can start armed with two indisputable-facts. The method of sub+«
surface eel fishing does produce results, and it does s0 when bottom

2@l fishing is apparently producing nothing at all. What I have heen
abtempting in the past summer and autumh is to try +to fix the time and
the conditions which induce eels to rise from the bottom and readily
rake their food from near to the surface. This takes us back to the
roint about greater participation by more members, for at times I appear
to have been bogged down by s0 many experiments and recording of .
reaningful data all happening at one and the same time. Clearly, when
this happens, one is apt to lose ones way and it hag become apparent
that it must be a case of "slowly, slowly catchee monkey"  (or Anguilla).
3ut I've not been s0 bogged down that I have not learnt a few tricks.
the operation has become a very exciting series of episodes, each one
setter than the last, and if in three or four sessions I learn

something new, then I am satisfied, ' 2 : ,

iver gince my earlier theory about the effect on moonlight was blown
sky high, I have become increasingly convinced that water temperatures
iave a far greater effect than wag previously thought to be the case.
fhus, I plodded on, using ny analogue water thermometer, at times
seeing amall changes and at others seeing nothing. Then I made my
10w digital thermoteter, with a probe adapted to take either surface, .
sub~gurface, or bottom readings. I Immedlately started to note ;
subtle differences ~ small changes - and was soon aple +to relate these
to results from fishing near to the surface. ‘

I course, it would be misieading of me were I to state that I could

lay before you a range of facts and conditions that were beyond dispute.
[ cannot. But at the same time the picture is becoming very much
slearer, and several things much more apparent, For ingtance, it is
clear that there exists certain conditions related tec water temperature
mnder which influence eels feed at or near the surface. The overall
vater temperature geems to matter litktle - it igm fairly obvious that
vhat matters 1s the difference hetween bottom and surface

temperatures. If this difference iz too great it deters the eels v
from rising £rom the bottom. Lf the difference is too small the sffect
Le the same. The differepce which must exist between the two is quite
small (to us but not necessarily to the sels) and I amphasise that it

Lz the difference - NOT the overall water tempsrature. Agaln, the
liffersnce must be positive or in other ‘words the suarface mist be

varmer than the bottom - not the other way round,

From our fimdings thage conditions are
Little mixing of the water from whabes

largely met when there lg very
or influence. That influence




SUB~BURFACE EFL PISHING - THE STORY UP 70 THE PRESENT TIME - Cont'd-

comes largely from windy conditi@ﬂﬁ, but not necassarily. Thus it is
that.we find early pike anglers taking gels on bait fished midwater
ox - highér in the autamn.. Wers I & bit younger than I am, I would

carry: on through the autumn Lo sée what could be done.

Esthink those same‘GOHditions_cﬁqld well exist in the spring, but as
“Lramcprecluded from fishing at that time I will never know for certain,
The differences wé ave talking of are (to humang) rather small, in

Fact they may at first' appear to be of no significance. - But we have
veen told authoritively that eels rvespond to differences as small. as,
or smaller than, one tenth of a degree fahrenheit! Our findings bear
witness to that, Before leaving the subject of water tenmperatures, I
rust also tell you that on a small water the period when our "ideal”
conditions prevail may well be short. Thiz is compensated by the
fagt thal the "deal" coliditions may occur again gulite soon. On. a
harge water, onde we hdve our ideal set of congditions they may well
ltagt for a period spaniing several weekends - but once they are

jone it could be alohy 'time before they exist again, and it could be
that they will not exist that summer. In fact this past summer hasg
ogem poGrdn vespect of the all too few Ccocasions, when everything was

h

fere temperatures the only congideration we would be halfway home.

sut, there are othere., - Nost cerkainly the light at the surface has its
affect. . Moonlight deters the eels, and I think any form of light has.
chat effect, aven long~cstablishéd nearby street lights 1if such light
ceaches the wabter:  Noise $0o iz a detterent even if one ig migguided
mough to believe that the sels must have become aeonstomned to it!

aocthe subjsct'of'biats we have progressed furthsr, Withoue doubt .
Live-baite ere best, and specles ¢ ems to matter not, .. Dead baits do
sroduce yesults but prosentation becomes very important... Dead fish
rust be made to assume their natural position in the water and. an
additive such ascbullock’s blood works well. In fact so.-well that

s&r the surface unless I could inject

L would not ugea dead bait
it with-blood. g .

iy favourite balt will e a good sized gudgacn, guite dead, and
njected with bullock's hlood. uh may that iz because T am a

Lazy ‘angler ~ ‘and Jdedd ‘gudgsbn le to. tow oneas gear aboub
1LY over tthe lakes o6 Pt . . -

Lo
[ use a two hobk tadkle wher dead bais fishing, which dllows me o get
zha badit: o assume “Lls natural position in the water. A gingle hooX
mffdcen  for. live baits wmainly becauss i cannot’ bring myself to atick-.
wmerous hocks into a living £ish. At the same time T will.admit to
alesing more than my fair share of good runs when using -single hooked
Live badte although, sumevhat: philogophically, I em compensated by
1aving more runs on live“fish than on dead ones, : é

. _ ‘ 2t
& are flshed not lower than two feet below the, _
Cwhat the deg of water is, it becowgs apparent thst.
al dn order uspend the bait at the right depth.
rying several dozen. My flrst choice
i a bubble float suitably f£11 with watezr., Ly works well andg . :
ounters any surface dradn g > wall., I do not think it can be seen
sy the.eelgy but as I am not zn sel I cannot be certain. Suffice to

o

say that I have taken more esls on that gear than on any other.

35 most of my bal
v face, no mas
e muast usHe g




3UB~-SURFACE EEL FPISHING - THE STORY UP T0 THE PRESENT TIME - Cont'd

iy second choice is one of Arthur Smith's excellent pike floats,
sainted black and with a central tube through which the line can run.
for bite detection I use my MK4 elesctric alarm outfit - turned down
low 80 as not to emit too much noice. I must explain that earlier

[ experienced a good number of runs at close range which fizzled out
shoxrtly after the alarm sounded. I tried the same thing with the
same alarm outfit but with the sound.turned right OFF and immediately
mjoyed a great improvement! N L , _

Jelieve it ‘or not, but that was the case and ‘I now keep the volume low
lf I Have it on at all! ' '

wnother precaution I take is to put an old blanket down if the ground
wear the water is of gravel, as it invariably is on my waters, The
‘uns which come on dead baits are hit guite soon after they start,

ut on Llive balts I find I have to wait guite some time before
ittempting & strike. and even then if I hook the eel it is usually only
iust in the mouth. It lg as though the eels sense that the fish is
it1ll living and se travel a long way before trying to engulf itf.

io doubt we shall learn very much more as we go on, but meanwhile it
-5 all jolly existing treading, as we are, on virgin ground, When I
‘ead Dick Walker telling anglers that eels are to be caught only on
:he bottom it makes me smile. But I can forgive Dick hig ignorance
‘or were not we in the same position a few years backy -

. realise that much of what I have said here iz as likely to deter as it
5 to encourage. But please do not be put off trying just because
here seem to be a few problems about which we know little. =~ ALl the
wore reason to get stuck into sub~surface el f£ishing. ALl my
wperience is yours if vou care to drop me a line although I would
wwefer that you ask questions via the Bullstin so that every member may
enefit, Lastly, I would advise you to start on your own waters,

n: those that you know guite well, before trying the exerclse on waters
nmknown to you,

wrthuxn Sutton

HE WHIT TRIP 1982 ~ COLEMERE

£ I suggestad at the AGM iy November, Colemars, une of the REllesmere
woup of lakes, I fesl, would make an ideal venue for a Whit Tredp.

ke the other Elle
nd: no doubt Like th L
rom the Shropshirs Dnion Can

N fact 1f anv membowe haes e I
AnEY b ey from bhe tunnel wou
dstance of Colemere, -

wids a prolific head of sels
ief source of access must be

s vary ologe bo Colemare.,
o subthar wallk up the _
id bring one within a wvery short

33
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THE WHIT TRIP -~ COLEMERE ~ Cont'd

The one important difference about Colemere as opposed to the other
lakes is that it is not controlled by the Ellesmere Angling Club,
The. . club did control the water but apparently the fishing went into a
daé¢line and they let it go.. As Dave Holman can confilrm it is now
the definite policy of the Ellesmere Angling Club not to allow close
seagon fishing for eels on any of their lakes despite polite letters
from.myself, Colemere is controlled by the Stoketon-Trent Angling
Soclety but day tickaets are availlable as 1t ig a country park =~
controlled by the Shropshize County Council with a warden on site.
Neither the Shropshire County Council nor the Btock-on-Trent Angling
Soglety-ban.close season eel fishing and in fact the Stoke~on-Trent
Angling Socdety'’s Handbook states specifically that angling for eels
in the closze season is allowed, Neither is there a ban on night
fishing. .. Promowhat I-have already stated I hope members would agree
that it coudd.be -an.ideal venue for the Whit Trip. The possibility |
of catching a .goed number of quality eels iz as great on Colemere as
it is on any of the other meres as on¢ »nly has to look at Dave.
Holman's results on Whitemere in 1980 and 1981 to see what can be
dchievaed with a lot of hard work, ' = W

The actual physical logation of the mere and the bank upen which
angling is. allowed: makes it failrly casy fishing. There ig a proper .
car parck within approwimately 100 yards of the water's edge and _
the bank from which one is allowed to fish is very flat if not perhaps
a little too open. Colemere can be' found on an Ovdnance Survey

may at Grid reference 43422, tt has an area of 27.6 hectares and a
maximam depth of 11.5 metres. 7This makes it slightly larger than

; Rhitemere although a few metres shollower.  For the scientists among
Cyou 1t has & pH20 value of hetwsen 7.5% and 2.6 and is rich in calcium.
The pH value ig roughly approzinate to Whitemers and ag one would
arpect this means that there is an abundance of natural food for the
figh life present. g ‘ -

s o by Redad A .
hecauaé‘we«wi&l,fishing fairly esarly in the year we should be able to
avold what Is called the "breaking of the meves" which is when the
blue/green algae breaks from the botiom of the lake and rises in the
water to form a greenish floating sounm. it geperally means that one
does not catch anything.

I have contacted the Recreation and Amenities Department of the
Shropshirve County Council to ask for their comments abount the proposed
clgb trip. If T receive favourable regponse fromthem T will contact
the Sscretary of the Stoka-on-Prent Angling Soclety to gain his
avthorisation aliso.

Il everything goss according to plan and a ciub trip to Colemers is on
the cards perhaps I could ask the "Master of the Meregs", Dave Holman,
to write @ plece for the Bulletin giving us all some advice on how

to tackle the watesr, One thing I am sure he would emphazizge in such
an-article would be the possibility of catching sels as readily during

the day a8 durdng the houre of darkness.

1

data in this short article comes
2d The Limnology of the Butropbic Meres
Plains of which I have a copy should

Much of the =sclentific and factua
from a fascinating bookliet ent

of the Shropshive and Cheshirs
anybody wish to gsee 1g.

Mark Daviss




ANOTHER:MONUMENTRL3F1A5€Q (OR A RICGHT COCK~UP)

0ld ¥ may be getting, I hesitantly agree, long-sighted - yes.

My sex drive ig rather dormant for, like the Queen's birthday it ie
Just twice a ygar! And then only if I have had my PRO-PLUS tables.
One thing T am sure of. After fourty years of angling I should be

a lot wiser. Ar I? Not one iota. Otherwise why do I repeatedly
make such a hash of things when 1t comes to the crunch? Anyway, for
what it dis worth, here is my latest tale of woe.

~After having made plans to fish the GU (illegally) with Tony Hollerbach,
I eventually found myself fishing there on my own. At least there

was another angler near to where I was to fish, but when I apprecached
he fled like a bat out of hell. Sc I had the stretch to myself

and settled down for this, my second visit to the venue this year.

I had started later in the close seascn than T nermally do, and the

May blossom which I lovingly associate with the banks of the GU was

well past its best, but at least the Maypies were here, and more than
one cuckeo heralded what passed for gavly summer. But T was at peace
with the woxld, and could show one xod licence at least.

My earllier trip had produced twe 21b+ eplg and as things looked more
promising for this trip my senses gquickened and I was full of
axpectation. The aayiiqbt wanaed and it became miserably cold, for the
fresh NE wind got even fresher. Still, I had plenty of gear with

me and was soon partaking of a strong brew -~ made even stronger by a
iittle additive. Midnight cams and went and despite two or three
more brews my enthusiasm sunk to a low ebb, suddenly, all was still,
for the wind had stopped ag if at the throw of & switch,

The firat acttion came to Rod 2, £ishing a small dead balt some distance
from me against the ogyoaite bhank. L should have realised that
something was amis when, overy time the eel took a little line the rod
would gshake violently. When I was certain that the sel was moving
steadily I tightened and struck. The rod arched over a long way and

I knew that I was intc a good f£ish. Several minutes later I was still
playing the eel, or rather, it was playing me. For although the

figh could taks line I had to struggle like made in order to retrieve
any line at all. Then the line parters. On inspection I found that
I had taken the line round the rod hetwesen rindgs. not just once - but
twice! And that, ¥ though, az I throw the rod down in disgust, was
that. '

HOW&V@L, soun after UL.00 hours I had a run of Rod 1 and landed a
Tlvely eel cjust over two pounds. rh well, thought I, it might well
still be worth while putting rod 2 back in action. Which I promptly

did. T was feeling a lot more satisfied whe, shortly, rod 1 came
inte action again and I nebted a good locking eel which later scaled
3lb 4oz, Things were a 1ot battsy now, of course, and I even felt
WARrmear., Certainly zo when, an hour later, the alavm on rod 2 sounded
its joyful mmagaga, The line was leaving the spool at a steady pace
and I soon connected, : ”

o

He two pounder this one, this was one of the GU grand-daddies. The
fish fought strongly and twice snagged me in the subnerged branches
on the far bank. Yet somshow I ﬂa& that feeling that he wag mine,
Thoughts of my collscting the trophy in front of an eavicus audience
flegiad thxmwg iy mind, But most of all T was happy in that I had
long yvesarned for a real monster from the GU. Hell, 1 might even go
kack to fishing it legally. ‘




ANCTHER MONUMENTAL FIASCO (OR & RIGHT COCK-UP} Cont’d

It geemed ages before that eel was ready to be netted, but when that
time came, the fish.glid severely towards me and fhe walting net.-
IN=SHE~GOES , Tothrew the rod and lifted the net high so that my eel
could not escape - then CRACK, the blasted net fall intd the canal
with me still gripping the poke with two handa.  Like a flash I dropped
the net and lifted it cut then realised with horror that the eel had
gone.  Nitwit that T aw, I stood bemoaning my hard luck not

realising that the eel must still be connected to the yod.  That rod
-suddenly shot towards the wates, stopped only by the sheathing along
the bank,and the clutch screamed aloud as it was forced to vield.

I hastily pilcked up the rod but soon found the tackle to be fast

into the branches along the far bank. Just before dawn after much
heaving this way and that, the line gave up the ghost and partaed.

What had happenad to the landing net pole. Well, thig old goul

had been meaning fo fix it for guite some time. it wag a cdne handle,
and the brass ferrule had been decidely wonky for ades.  'The rivet
had finally torp through the cane. Now I have a Brand new, brlght
aluminium thing.

My tale of wog may yvet do some good if you heed the warning. I had
vaited vears for that GU eel, and mav not. get the chance again. = K11
for want of a little attention and forethought. . True I had with me:
amy flashy bite alarmz, digital water/air thermométer ete, and a wonky
Landing nat handie let me down. L B L ‘L1

Still, the handle can be excused - for it must be about as old sy T
2.

Aa Y

£ Lam certaln that eel went well over seven pounds and might have
been my hest ever! 5, o ' i

Axthar J Sattow
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TRAPPING FOR LIVE BAIT ~ Cont'd

Between us we declded that it might be a good idea to have someone
or- gomething fishing for us on a permanent basis and the solution
was.a trap to do the work. We had to decide what sort of trap, so
I had a sort out through some of my old catalogues and came up with
one from a firm called "Youngs of Misterton". :

This firm has been out of business for years but there it was
advertising what we wanted - a LIVE BAIT TRAP. These items being
illegal and not for sale I decided to make one. G

Tools
Wire cuttexr pliexs
Materials

Various materials can be used, ordinary chicken wire, weld mesh,

or plastic«coated weld mesh, the latter is better and kinder to the
fish. - It is alsoc easier to handle and shape. The best size is

%" square mesh though slightly more expensive than the 1" X X" and
will cost £3 - £4 to make, - This ig usually obtainable from gardening
suppliers or pet shops and cones off the roll. Some are a bit loathe
to split ‘a roll but most will. About 3% yards X 1% yards will do.
The length is 1l vard because it is the most convenlent size to buy.

Making.

A flat base is needed 1 yard long by 18 inches wide being strengthened
along the sides and ands with plastic-coated wire as used to support
chailn~link fencing. The top or dome is then shaped so that it is

12" to 15" high and secured to the base, for this I need soft wire, ..

plagtice~coated, again from gardenling suppliers.

The next step is to cut and shape the vack, this is done best by
cutting an ohlong slightly larger than the end and then cutting to
shape, After it has been wirsd to the dome and base, reinforce the
dome both ends with hsavy wire. When this has been dene an oblong
sectlion can be cut out to make a dooxr for removal of fish.

The gize of the door is approximately 6" X 4" giving plenty of room

to put the hand and wrigt in for removal of baits. A larger pilece

is needed to cover the hole s0 as not to leave a gap, I have secured

a plece of rigid wire to mine, making it hinged and a coupla of twists
of soft wire to hold it in position. The trickiest part of it

is making the funnel, the entrance for the fish. The easicst
golution 1s to make a tamplate out of heavy polythene, secure it round
the outer edye of the teap, then taper it to a cone with an inlet .
hole about 1Lx", I found that a hole of this size allows fish to
about 6" long to snter. :

When you have the required shape of template, detach it from the body
of the trap, open it out and cut Lhe mesh to shape allowing an extra
inch for overlapping and securing. It should extend about 1 foot ‘
into the trap. It ias then fitted and wired in place and the extrance
hole can be adjunsted for pogiricn in shege JR.gn from ths bottom.
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TRAFPING FOR LIVE BAID « Cont'd

1o each corner of the base a lead or metal walght must be fitted
to-make sure that tha trap sinks base downwards. This is needed

ag the trap i3 most likely to be thrown in 8¢ attach a cord to the
reinforeing wire, ° ' =l :

Position in water

I have found tha bhast position ig uswually behind a, weed bed, mainly
begause this {s where the fish will be feeding. if the water is-
reasonalnly shallow one can put it in poaition with the use of waders
and anchor the cord to the bottom with a stone or large brick.

Baiting up

It ig obvious that with a mesh trap vou can not hait with maggots,
castors or worms. S0 what I use ds pure bread crumbs with a little
rusk addad. The crumb and muesk mixed together are riddled with
frash casters, ginking type not floaters, making the growndbald
really heavy to stary on the bottom of the trap. When the water
gets to the wusk 1t burets dpen the balls of ground bait, this leaves
a mat of bait on the floor of ‘the trap ciddled with casters.

The trap is 1eft in aboutb Z days to give the f£ish a chance to get
ingiddes’ i The: placing of the trap and removal mest be done either
very early morning or late at night when no-une Ls about. ‘Removal
of f£ish must be done while in ihe water shallows otherwise they flap
about and damage themselves, hance Lhe reamon (my preference) for
plastic-coated wire,

'

Tha early part of the season is ROSE proauwctive for baits. TE& .
cold spell crops up, vary often the trap ie enpty ., After September
it & of ‘1ittle use unléss a continued mild spell existe though you .
#till don't get as many Fish.' ' The wosk T have had in the trap in
one seegsion was 83, seems incredible but 1t works. On one occgasionj
T llfted the trap out and a plhe of abGut 21b was stuck with, its -
head imsthe fulleh part with 1tg gille Yand dead. i

Below are diagrams' o iLllustiate the shaps and size of the trap. |
These are only my dimensionz, but one must bear in mind the trap must
be of a realistic size and the hole in the funnel not Wwo large so.

tha Tish can get out again.

regs

I have only triled the trap in ponds when the fish are maianly overstocked
am&~ﬁtaﬂﬁﬁdﬁ*:‘Rﬁaﬂh'bﬁing]?reduminant with the odd rudd and crucian
f:ﬁi:il:p o : s ; ] . far L : . . S

L. hope members will fiod this of interest and of some use, but bear -
in wind that theyare 1ilegal ko be. careful! ' o oy -

PYO for diagrams ; oA - g
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TRAPPING FOR LIVE BAIT ~ Cont'd
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LIVE AND LET LIVE POEM BY A J SUTTON

The netting party goathers nigh,

Good mern and true, who wish,

That ere this pond is pumped guite dry,
They'll net out all the fizh.

The iy 'Q*Viﬁﬂﬁ are yiven free,

saking home and wife,

For ,he next faw days they all will be,
Intent on saving life.

Commandable pevhaps, but walt

Read fhaxther tat&uqh this ver.a

¥ou'll see these chaps deserve £0 rate,
Az aniwmals -~ or worse!

Tha level drops, good fish are Vauqh
Hauvdled with loving care,

To another water they arae brought,
Tao thrive and Zlourish thers.

i

The work is hard but all goes well,
Gatisfaction we all feel,

Then O ] sowitlt & yell,
Tllere cnm& & el ”

a

Map, run from Far and wide, ﬂw%awce
Arviving short of breath,

They gusde ing for the chance,
o hash the sel to ﬁgcth

What foolirlwmess, mni we plc
Hud our shomdghl

Bach word is trs 2l Ag
Yor thesse are men awﬁ““

labbaved, shad, botl out and mained,
ith s knif Lgﬁh“ through its head,
Some twro hodrs later it g acolalned,
Trhin wretehed gel Ls deed”.

We Loel ashamed and
gme knows hww e
oy fw TR

Carp,

vratty sl
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A CELEBRATION

Formed late in 1962, the National Anguilla Club will next year
{1982) be twenty years old. That it has survived thusz far reflects
sengible pollcies as far as the every day running of the Club is
concerned. -

As President, I see no earthly reason why the Club should not enjoy

yet another twenty vears. Interest in eel anygling, hag grown apace
since our early years and we are now only one of a number of sel i
groups . Yet our role remains unaltered and we have a most useful part
to play. : -

Several of the longest-serving members (and the oldest} will, hope~
fully; be with us for a while vet. But, twenty years!  That is a
long time. Our twentieth bkirthday 1 surely worth a little
celebration, and I would like to¢ hear from you all as to what form
you think this celebration should take. Or indeed whether or not
we should celebrate at all.

I wish to propose a real good get-together of some kind, at which we
conld possibly swell our number by inviting ex-members to join in our
celebration.

S0 that I can put some f£irm proposals before our AGM, may I ask you,

please, towrite direct to me outlining your wishes. Write to
A J Sutton, 28 Kennady sSvenue, Hoddeudon, Hertfordshire.

A J Sutton






