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EDITORIAL

Wellcowe Lo 1987 fulks, I know it's been 4 long time GOming_pEt,volume 24 is finally
under way and a pretty good ship she is. A rather varied edition and from several

contributors, still afew ommissions but we seem to be'g@tting:thére.

I was particularly dissapointed with the response to my Guess the Weight feature in
the last edition, but I will press on regardless and the next edition will include
another photo competition with all entries to be sent to Bob to make him feel more at

home and to stop some of our membership ignoring our General,Sedfetaryi

It was with groat joy that I read through Phill Smith's article prlor to typing it.
Very rarely do we get so much common sense and experience in one piece, it certainly
made me think again about what I wrote in the December edition and realise that I was
wrong, Now if you are sitting there and saying to yourself 'I knew Walker was wrong!
why the bloody hel1 didn't you wrlte in and say so. Thats what the Bulletin is here for

rememberi Thank you Phill for your article is was a breath of fresh air.

The excellent article by Dave Taylor is one of three from him and the others will
follow in the next editions. Thanks for the excellent draw1ngs Rave they are very

good indeed and set the piece off brilliantly.-

I was in two minds wether to publish Johns eel list but decided that it does go to

show what can be achieved if you put'your ﬁind to it on the .right water.

John and I's session reporting feature -is far from complete but I think you can see
what we are getting at. This type of reﬁbrting would make life mueh easier for Bob,
who I think is doing the scheme this year. The formation of the 'tick sheet! for the
recording of all thé-general information is simple enough and we felt fhat it was not
nesseccary to go into that in our'értiole; I hope We have a lively discussion about
this point at the SGM as both John.and I feel that it is vitally important that we

start to gather data on the bigver eels exclusivly.

What can T say ﬁbouL the }ﬂst arilcle in this edition: Bastards would be one word that
springs to mlnd‘ fantastic would be another. Thanks a bundle lads has to bé the final
word on a great first effort at writting for any publication., If any of you are scared

of writting for the Bulletin then read this little piece and then put to paper.

Personal newws now.vAs you may have read in the new style Newsletter, I have been
selected to play darts for Hertfordshire and at the time of writting have played three
games for the county B team, I am even playing on Saturday 11th the day before the SGM.
Other news concerns the fact that I have been banned from driving for one year due to
a drink driving offence on the lst Feb 87. So for this season I am hoping to scrounge
lifts every time I want to go fishing, this is already in hand and a mate who doesn't
even go eel fishing is getting the treatment to pursuade him to join a group of waters

that I want to fish. Poor sod is really a pike angler and I don't think he knows what

1 DEW _EDITOR
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PRESIDENT'S PACE

Dear members, our 25th year is upon us at lagt., It is imperitive that
we all keep this fact in the forefront of our thoughts all year. The
past few years have not been memorable ones, the 1960's amd 1970's
were obviously the pr lme years of the Natlonal Anguilla Club, based on

“rimputrfrommembers . "Not only was there very actlive competitlon as to-

'who could put in the g;eatest effort for eels, or catch the greaest
number of eels over 21b.,, but members tried as hard as they could to
make other contributions to keep the Club's status as 'THE' club for
eel anglers. Our Bulletins were something to look forward to with
great expectation and no statement could bm made without 1t causing
several follow wup letters, several insues being carrled forward

through many editions of the Bulletiyn, wWhore 18 thls questioning
splrit now?

You cannot all be mentally switched ofl or totally committed to 1life
outside the Club. To be a.member of the National Anguilla Club, you
must have a keen interest in eels and in fishing for them. We cannot
revel in past glories if we are to continue for another 25 years.

John Sldley has had a magnificent year. He has put In more effort and
caught more specimen eels than the rest of us put together. He would
be the first to admit that he has a lol yolng for him in being able to
fish 3 or 4 long sesslions per week on one of the most prolific eel
waters in our history. However, looking at the potential within our
ranks, the proportional effort should be there, if not the success.
Despite all wmy other very many committments I still try very hard to
put in at least one all night sesslion for eels per week from April to
the end of September. Since 1970, I have never missed a Club meeting
and have only missed about one Whit trip. 1In 1979 at Butlers (LBl) I
virtually spent the whole of the Whit Trip 111 in my biv. But at
least I was there. That also was the flrst Club Trip for Bob, and the
first experience of the Club for Dave Taylor and Pete Stickland who
were both about 14 at the time.

I reallse that all the effort in the world will not produce the bilg
eels if you are not on the right water, and that not everyone can fish
a water with the potential of John's. However, having said that, it
still has to produce an eel over 71b. (it will this year I'm sure) In
my book I have a list of over 50 eels over 71b from a whole variety of
waters. It is no good spending session after session on a water |If
you know deep inslide it does not have the potential. You only have to
look at the effort put 1in by Phil Smith and his fellow dedicated
anglers. They put in a lot of effort in the first place to " locate a
water with the potential and then put in a lot more effort in fishing
for the species they require. I will be publlshing books by Phil
Smith and Tony Miles thls year and reading them as they have been
prepared has made me reallse just how mwuch hard work they put 1in for
their success. It will be impossible for anyone to read thelr books



and not have a change to thelr attitude and understanding with respect
to serious specimen fishing, whatever specles you desire,

At thls moment in time, I cannot walt to get to grips again with our
old friend Anguilla anguilla, however, today (January 15th) we are in
the grip of severe lce and snow and I've been glven a few extra days
off school as a result. 1 cannot £ish because of the conditions but
am able to catch up on jobs I would otherwise have had to put to one

side. I would hope that all of you have taken a siwmllar opportunity
to write something for the Bulletin so that our NWdltur has a good
stock of material for the Bulletin to work on, 1 houpo Lhal you are
also making serious plans for your eel £lshing campalyn for our 25th
year. Checking out waters and tackle, planning the welhods and
techniques you will be using. 1 can recommend you tont  oul  verslons
of the swimfeeder 1rigs 1 have suggested and you do arlicles of
versions you have used or would consider worth Lrylny.
Another thought forour 25th year would be lor all membors  to Lry to
aquire at least one new member for the Club., Now Lhal Lhe session
reporting is defunct, and was the main obsilual Lo oxpantsion, tLhere ls
no reason why this year our membership should nol vxpand 2 or 3 tlmes.
I will be giving a talk on eels to the Dorbynhlire Roeglon ol NASA in

February and will be doing my best to sall the NAC. 1f Dave Walker
does not want to do a talk on eels at the Conterence at Nottlngham, 1I
would offer my services but either of us could still use the
opportunity to sell the NAC. Dave has already done his bit with his
two new members last year but this year he could try for 4. Dave
Taylor and Pete have the opportunity to obtaln at least one or two
more, and I'm sure other members can do the same.

I feel deep inside that the Club is heading for a totally new era and
I want to do my best to be part of it. A massive injection of new and
enthusistic blood could be our best tonic. We have the tradition, the
expertise, the administrative organisation, the dedication to Anguilla
anguilla to boldly go forward via growth of membership, effort and
success with eels, to once more make the National Anguilla Club, a
Club for which membership is something to be proud of.

Let's make 1987, our 25th Anniversary Year, a Year to remember.

Best wishes and the best of luck with your eel fishing.



CHAIRMANS PAGE

I've almost forgotten what the summer is like. Snow is settling fast outside, as much

as I've seen for several yeers, and for two days the temperature has not got above
freezing and the idea of venturing outside requires careful consideration and a lot

of warm clothing!. .-:::

I honestly. thought after the last two winiers that we might have had a milder one

this time:around, that is noy to be, but maybe the servere cold will be shortlived.
Obviously things have been a little qﬁiet on the Club front in recent months, some-
-thing that could. perhaps ‘have been avoided, though mot easily. Bob has recently

moved house so he has had his hands full with not the smoothest of moves at all. Not

only that but someone decided to "write-off'" Bob's car whilst it waélparked at the a1 %
side of the road, . - . fray, TATRE TN AR

Dave soldiers on manfully: ‘with:the Bulletin but: ‘We'can only do what the supply of
material allows him-to, same old story! o ur- ¥ '

Despite the rampant apthy prevelant at the: moftient 'y’ the' 1ast Bulletin contalned the
usual mixture of subject matter ard meny: thanks to the' various’ contrlbutors for thelr
efforts. There are several:points I would: like ' %0 plck up on, ‘ot least of whlch is
the list of ngmes who hadn't-paid:subs. Nearly' threé quarters of 1ast years membershlp, '
‘a sign of the times I wonder?:i - : - PR X .
The information on the eel trapping should strike’ & ¢hill into all of you. Read it

and it all sounds so;easy,wmoney:for old rope. AlY youw need is the nets, a map and a
couple of licences and off you. go. According to the authot nowheré is sacred, and be
advised, if people think threr is a chance to make some easy money by catching some
eels then they will not Waste tlme asklng for permission. Not only that, some of the
gear advertised is reckoned. to be good for other fish as well, “and make no mlstake,“
there is a. ready market for. such fish. All this ‘on top of the alrEady nomadlc popula}
-tion of fish (notably carp and pike) which go walkabout from time to tlme.'

Just be on your .guard!d!

I read John Sidleys letter with interest, I have to agree largely with hls comments ?%5:
about Fhe, reporting scheme and:the lack of. effert generally within the Club. R T
I'm sure we..are all aware of the:problems and we know' HEt thete ate Ways of eas1ng
some of these, but until such time as the majority of members are firing on all »
cylinders there will not:be & dramatic change. Nor will'wé'stop people snlfflng at the A
Club for whatever.reagens.they may have.'We might beé able- “teioffaet SOme "flack" by _

a greater effort all.round; but we will not stop it allltogether. nghtly or wrongly ’;ﬂ
I choose.to ignore any derisory commemts at the noments ‘What ‘are your views? "

Dave 1nforms me that this Bulletin should include a proposed alternative reporting et

scheme which I look forward to readlng about. Maybe the rest of you members eut there

TERRY JEFFERSON
CHATRMAN




COMMENTS
by PHlLLMSMITH

I decided that the best way to write something for the Balletin was to go through it
and ahgwer the points as they came, so here we go!

Yes I did have a gOOd Christmas, Pike to 15—lb, zander to leb Chrlstmas cake to

%-a stone, at least that's what I put on over the hols."‘ '

Whilst agreeing that the title of our group includes ”specialists" I must disagree,
and suggest perhaps . that ,our only member who truely fits this description given in the
mag of a totally dedzcated eel angler would ,be -John Sldley. The rest of our members
vary from thirty or 80 v131ts in'a season- down fo my current status of making no V1s1ts
fob eels last year, e , : : _
During the period of my own maximum effort for eels I would have fished comparable =
times* tov John, ‘but  now I've moved on to other, sp901es, but I keep my 1nterest 1n the”

T

eel and could .possibly start a campalgn for them at any tzme. C Bre by

Trd T
I

It is 1nterest1ng, that perhaps 15 years ago I was a member of “the :Chub Study Group._
At that-time I was. very active in chub flshlng, also oulte succegsful, with numerous.'J
41b plug fish being caught each year. The group was comparable with-pur group now .
both in numbers and the range of activity of members. ' ,

As a young and enthusiastic member at that time I was all for dismissing any. member
who didn't report at least twenty 31b plug chub 1n our reportlng schenme,. aftre all on
a good day ‘it was not unknown for me to catdh ten or more of these fish, 8o to ask
the” same, roughly, from another member én. a season was reasonable, wasn't 1t? :
Fortunately, older and wiser heads prevalled and we contlnued on our:way, my alms ﬁi
and ambitiors altered and I cedsed to have an actlve 1nterest in the groups. but those
people I would have dlsmlssed darried on, giv1ng a bas1s for the people who follOWed
who did figh for, and catch, chub. W,

The name of" our group has been great 1n the past and hopefully w1ll be again. I have
1 feel, matured to a p01nt Where I 1et others flSh at thelr own, level fer ‘their ch01ce
“of species or mix of spe01es. Bven for the most dedlcated speclallst there are hlghs
and” lows of both success and activity.: . .

The Question was raised - Do we need our Club Officers? - posSibly not today hupljy
maybe’ tomerrow! ‘ i .

The next question struck home - no, I hadn't paid my subs,” but- thats easily corrected.
Rules and constitution along with members are the eluﬂ.hdfhErWlse we are just a group
of mates. . . B O T , ; .

In closing this ‘sec.ti:onl let me extend a welcome to Eric Bushell, Tom Riley and John
Pearce, may they forefiil.the'promiSQ of the Editorial But as important, let me
thank members, both: current and past that allowed Eric, Tom and John the chance to
Join the NAC and perhaps it will be' their actlons and results that lead to a resurgence
of the elub. . . Ca

[



John 8idley's letter reminds me af myself all thase yeaps 240 in the Chub Study Group
and I thlnk he is Just as wrong as I was.
I have a great deal of time for John as I suggested in the forward I did for his book,
he represents the extreme of dedication in the pursuit of eels, but not all anglers
can or even deserve to attain that level of success. John talks of the NAC becoming
a Joke - to Who? 99% of the angling world don't krow of any eel specialist group,
even wrthln:ﬁhe‘maln specialist groups there is a sorry lack of exchange of. thoughts,
John mentions the NAC being the cream all those years ago, well I found different!
Asva comparative novice eel angler, I attended the first British Angling Conference
at Chelsea.'In the evening there were fooms set aside for the various specialist
groups and in seatrch of knowledge I sought out the NAC., All my’ heros were there,
- anglers who had‘eauéht 6,7, and even 81b plus eels, while I still dreamt of 4lb'ers
or perhaps that.megiCal five. The anglers were good, of that there was no doubt but I
- found them bogged down in their own paperwork :-
Question.- Which bait works best worm or fish?

Answer. } Well, our three mllllon reports. have not been- anﬁllsed properly yet.

; Questlon.-Isalt better to flsh deep water at tlmes of brlght moon'P
Answer., - Weédall we're not sure until-the reéports get checkedi
Question after questlon was asked with little or no pos1t1ve feed back, 1nd1v1duals
there could have glnen us gvbod leads but paperwork and group pollcy took over common
sense, and at the same time it stopped me and my companlons JOlnlng the NAC at that
tine, :

" Coming back to John's comment on a joke, just make sure you get what XQH want out of
the . NAC whilst tryihg ta contribute something in return, no matter how little, let the
jokers: carry on, it seems to be a national disease at the moment. ' '
Going on ‘to Brian's piece, I think an 1mportant point to note is. the fact that the

. flavours used dan be totally alien to what one would expect. We all think of ACE worm

extradt; meaty flavours or fishy flavours, but the results suggest that success can

be obtained with spice, fruit or even pddﬂflavours like concentrated bullshit. Be

open in your thinking, the only limits are those you put there yourself,

On to the eel nettlng section.

This will perhaps bring home that eel netting is a blg money earner. The results of
this knowledge can do one of two things:-

(1) Make sure you keep your venues a closed shop to.yourself and a few trusted mates.
Eel netting is VERY effieient at removing your sport, one good noght, end of cel .
fishery. , '

(2). The other possibility is you will decide to resign- from the WAC and take up eel
netting for a living, yuo'll get your hoped for 5lb plus fish both quicker and easier.
(2a). T like the way it mentions that other fish can be.caught in.these nets - like
4" to 6" roach, rudd and tench, all things that pike like!!



I read with interest the piece in chapter five, reference keeping eels. It gives the °
warning about keeping eels over thick mud which gives off methane gas. The 651b eel
mentioned in my recent article on Belvide,died. At the time this was put down to stress
but it was kept at the back of the island in five feet of water. With the fush beds
extending both ways from the island, this resulted in a stagnant watershed with a
thick mud bhase,result-dead eel-be warned.

Leading .from this should we fish in an area that fits this description in warm weather?
Going on to chapter ten, ref. the moon, do you all go out on a new moon? Be&r in mind

these are the professionals, so we must take note of, what they say.

Last but not least we come to John's piece on water temperature.

I think he's fishing the month of an’ active volcano, very . dangerous this and I can
only suggest that he tells me where it is so that 1. can., report it, then keep well a
away from there untll the danger passes - say two seasons, 1811 let him know whenm it's

gafe to return!

1***********%*****%**%*********%***ﬁ***********%*********%***************************

Will THE N A C. BE ALIVE IN 19887

. by John Sidley

Well it waﬁ'é’be long before those snakee, (sorry Ernle) Those eels will be moving

out of their winter slumbers, my pike season went well with 76 doubles including

seven over 201b with a best at 24:9;; not the mumbers game, just personal targets.

I read with great interest Bob's recent Newsletter, as, I was not at the last AGM I

wae aware gbout wriying to Bob. My monthl& catch returns I sent to Terry along with

the odd letters to Brian and Dave. Bob says "iwhat will the new segson bring: the ClubV

I krow what 1t will bring me, eels- with hopefully a few big-uns. thrownlnr Why, because
I will be puttlng ‘the effort intoncatching what I love so much, because I catch eels
because I'm an eel angler, not despite it! I spend my tlme on -the warers that matter
where I'm most likely to score and even of I didn'T fish evéry day of “the week I

would still spend every spare moment at the waterside where it mattered. This I did

in fact do when I was working full time! I-do not understand why otherwmembers of

our Club do not do the dame, 1f you are not prepared to do this then could you please

tell me why you are in The National Anguilla Club?

" Ovér the past two seasons there has benn much erttlng in the Bulletln by members
‘such . as Dave Walker, Brian Crawford, Arthur Sutton and unfortunately me, yet there

has been llttle or no feedback from other members of the Club. WHY7¢7

There was moTe than enough for all of us to get our teeth 1nto over the last two
seasons, yet I had to suffer articles on Chub fishing and what gear 'to take fishing
with me, and to rub salt into the wounds T"was treated to a Very long peéce on eel
netting. (EDS COMMENT. The eel netting piece was good stuff John and although it may
have seemed boring and pointless in OUR Bulletin it was VERY 1mportant and I certainly

learnt from it. It also very strongly reinforces one of your favourite sayings, that

<
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you don't tell any-one where you are catching good eels. To dismiss the article as
rubbing salt into the wound I think is very short sighted and perhaps you ought to
think again on this one old mate. DPW.) Well lads if I want to ‘read about big chub

I will join the Chub Study Group and I think I'm old enough to know what fishing
gear to take with me (NOJONE is too old to learn John!!DPW) and we all know or at
least should know how much damage the eel trapper and his nets can do to waters, if
I wanted to start up as a trapper then the article would be of great help but it was

as much help to me in catching eels as reading a book on tench to learn about pike

fishing!

. Ag bob -says, something has to happen in the Club if it is to remain alive and kicking,

as-at present we.are not.pulling our weight in the big fish world ang we.are getting
laughed at especially along the lines of being an Anguilla Club member means only
g01ng eel flshlng flne or six times a year and provung that you don't : catch to get in.
T wonder what the old members of the 60's would have thought of the Club today?

_fSo what are we ALL .going to do to put the Club back on it's feet and back on the top

of the specialist big fish world, where it rightly belongs. Lets live up to our

EEL SPECTIALISTS image and fill the Bulletin up with real eel talk and f111 up the
records with loads of big eels caught by EVERY member. Lets show the knockers that
we are not g01ng to keel over and die, ‘lets show'em we've got some real spunk and

all pull together to put 100% more effort into the Club ‘and make it somethlng that

_:each and every one of us can be really'proud of . Lets fill up ‘the Club's photo display

boards w1th big eels caught by current members and bloody qulckly, we cannot keep

11v1ng .on the glorles of past membersany longer, it's time for the present membershlp

“to r1se up. and become the new National Anguilla Club and turn a few heads our way

:“for a change. be have lost some very fine and dedicated eel’ unglers in the last few

Yyears and Dave Holman espec1ally sprlngs to mind, why do these real eel anglers
re31gn from the supp0sed Club for eel angllng spe01a11sts? I would hdzard a guess
and say that it is because they see themselves doing all the graft and on-one else
putting in the effort to back, them up and in the end they get to a stage where they
don't need the NAC and Just leave, Lets ALL make sure that-this dosn't happen again

e e e 4 T S

and pull together to hoist the NAC flag way up hlgh.

.So how about it lads, we hgve some new blood in the Club now “and I w1sh them every

success, I Wellcome them onto the new Anguilla Club team. Lets all play llke a team
and help each other and lets all do the one thing we joined the team to do........
......Lets &0 out and CATCH THOSE_EELS. :

On a brighter note, I hope that’Brians talk;ét“the Nottingham conference went readly
well, sorry I couldn't get there Brian but on the bike its a2 bit difficult in this
weather I would have been blown right off the motorway. Sadly I got your letter a bit
late perhaps next year eh Brian. I was sad to hear that Arthur had left the Club. I
think he may have jumped the gun abit and should have had a rethink. I for one used
to enjoy what he wrote in the Bulletin and at least he put pen to paper and let his

.. £ 8



thoughts flood out. Must have made for a healthy Bulletin years ago.

aweil‘thats about it from this nack of the woods other tﬂaﬁitq sayvthat I was out
eeling the other night at Westwood Park. By 10.30 the main line had frozen in the
rings, thats enough for me I thought, don't need telling twice that.it'S'a bit too
cold .for those. snakes (Oops, sorry Ernie). I'll be doing some day sessions on the
lake until I get my £irst run or until I think the water temperature has risen

enough, then it will be hights all the way until October.

I wish you all great. -success iﬁ 198? for the good of the NAC and yourselves.

“"Hope to seeiyou:all at.the SGM on Aprll l2th, comlng én my bonnie 750 (thats a motor
"piké for the ignorant!) so with any llke I mlght pull a bird or two:on the way. Just

- like the old. days. (EDS COMMENT. They must be very old days at your age John!!!DPW)

s

This is the last piece I am going to write untll some of the other members start to
pull their weight with articles as I don't read my own Work,(even though Dave tells
me that they don't read anything like the rubbish that I actually send him) and I
want to have pages and pages of other_peoples thoughts and experiences to read and
enjoy. I love the National AngpiliatClub and am determined to see it go from here to

greatness come with me and lets not see any more articles like this have even the

space in the Bulletin.

LETTER T0 THE EDITOR

Dear Dave,

I modid like to comment om orig .of John Sidleys articles in the last Bulletin.
John mentions that he hasroften had.runs during the early hours of the morning at
flrst light when he thinks-the water temperature rlses. He also _says that you can
‘test this temperature rise by feeling the water when you arrive and again at dawn
'when you will find it to be warmer. I must admit that the water does feel warmer
but this is because your hands at that time in the mornlng are much colder than

_ normal and it is the relative difference in temperature that 1s felt

Regardlng the "Guess the weight'" competion, my guess is 5:04 and Pete Sticklands

is 5:07,
Cheers,

Dave Taylor.

GUESS THE WEIGHT

As Dave and Pete were the only two members to bother to enter my little game, I am

going to give them both a prize! It does make me wonder 1f some of you actually
read the Bulletin at all especilally as this was a chance to gét something for
nothing. The correct answer in fact was 4:09; So I fooled the only two who did

........

>, enter. More photo competitions later o%;in the year.



NOTARLE EELS

1086 by BRIAN

CRAWEORD
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C.hurden
P.AVLLLer
P.GCustafson
P.hvoclonald
M, Mann
LMuerdon

LJones
[ .WiLlaon
B.Stuart
W.haynor
J.Stdley
Llaylore

Mountcast e

f

G
K.bhuothios,
’7

N.Toulor
J.SLoley
ANartiin
J.Relly
J.5Ldleu
J.MUbchel L
P.lemnmong
A.Martln
C.Morden
P.Craouwford
ML Rrown
Ml lere
LSldley
.Sldley
.Sldley
Rlirkenhood
. Exhdt(‘[l
.Sanders
MNMurden
.Taylor
.Stdley
Miller
Shone
.Stdleu
LSlaley

[

=

.Stdley
Cole
.Sildley
.Gustafsan
Arlott
.Gothard
.Sidley
NMuecden
.TaylLor
.Stephenson
D.WLLLLS
J.Sldleu
J.Stdley

OO DX

/0

LOCATION

Welruood Res.
Kent Stour
P'hom Pool
Lincs Water
UOxford Woter
R'ham Water
Cambs Lake
Rucks Water
S.WoWater

W.Yorks Watop

suffolk Lake
Cambs Walor
Colamere
oTeew
I enuade
Reoadland
Wworcs albo
G'ham Waoter
lincs Waltor

Lincoln Water
Fouks oW

' Severrn,
Colmere
lincs Walope
Pl ham Walop
Stanbey Pock
Colemeroe
Kuer Pool
lincs Woter
Devon pool
Stanley Park
Canbs Lake
Colemere
W.MLds Water

Labos
ko

BAIT

W
DB
LB
W
DR
DB
W
DB
LB
i
pu
W
W
W

Musse L

(13
W
(RIR
W
DR

- E =

ToEs o=

s3]

LB

Gt.O0use,N.PagnelDB

B'ham Water
R'tlam Water
B'ham Water
LLymmvale
Brham Woter
P.wellano

Cambs Water
Lincs Water
BYham Water
R,Gt.Ouse

Suffolk Dyke

B'rham Water

P'hom Water
Colemere
'ham Waoter
R.Gt.OuseN.P.
R'ham Water
Oxford Waoter

‘CardlLff Res.

Pool

DR
DB
DB
W

OB
DB
W

W

DB
DB
DB
DB
DR
W

DB
OB
DR
DB
W

Barton on HumberM

R'Ham Water
Cambs Water
lincs Water
Lincs Water
Kent Stour
B'ham Water
B'ham Woter

DB
DB
W
W
DB
DB
DB

SOURCE

AT
AM
JS
DY
AT
Js’
AT
AT
PG
AM
AM
AT

AC

AM
AM
Al
AT
J4
DT
AT
AT
1§
DT
JS
AM
RC
JS
JM
JS
AT
AM
BC
AT
AT
JS
JS
JS
AM
JS
AM
AT
DT
Js
AT
AM
Js
Jds
BC
JS
AT
JIS
AM

TAM

AM
JS
AM
DT

¢
Pl

Am
JS
Js



KEY TO ARRRIVIATICNS

AT = Anglin:g Times

d Pagre. Lers Mall T o s,m

énd tolt .
Vo= Worm
JS = John Sicleu
RC = Prian Cravferd
KS = Fevin Stephenczon

0T = Ravid Tculor

FG = Paul Custofson

JM = John MitchelLl

* = Present nembers of the Natlonal Anoullla ClLub,

ANALYSIS OF SUb+ FELS PERYFAR SINCE 1960

1960 - 6 1070 = 0 1980 = 7
1061 - 13 1971 = & 1981 = 16 (60/4Lb+)
1062 - § 1072 - ¢ 1982 = 14
1063 - 5 1973 = 15 1083 = 24 :
1064 - 3 1974 - 08 1084 ~ 12
1965 - 1 1975 -~ 24 1985 - 26
1066 - 11 1076 = 31 (72/4Lb+) 1088 = 21 (61/4Lb+)
1967 - 16 1977 ~ 12 1988 ~ 7
1068 - 9 1978 = 20 1988 - 7
1969 - 6 1979 = 10 1989 =~ 7
ARVAINE 152/5Lb+ 120/5Lb+ (3 years to go)

ANALYSIS OF TOF 50 FrLS (AS IN‘FISHING FGIE B1G FELS?BPLQD CRAWFORD)

FET =1040 jucl tmo recorded = 1007 and 10390
1940 - 1049 N
1000 - 1¢460 4

1060 ~ 1960 7
1070 -~ 10979 16
1080 - 1686 72 (3 more years to go)

(NOTE: now regulre an eel over 7Lb 30z to go iLnto TOP 50)

ANALYSIS OF THF PFST EELS CF THE 80°'s

(RECORD 11:2 1978 Steven Tecrry)

1080 31 eels over 4Lb, best
1981 60 eels over 4Llb, best

7
&
1082 36 eels over 4Llb, best 7:8, 7:
1083 488 eels over 4Llb, best 8:10, 7:8, 7:8
1084 19 cels over 4lb, best 10:3, 8:13, 9:0, 7:4, 8:0
1085 37 cels cver 4Lb, best 9:13, 9:7, 9:2, 8:12, 7:10, 7:8, 7:6

1
1986 61 eels over 4Llb, best 8:0, 7:4

(MOTE = 22 eels over 7:4 since 1980 - nearlu half 'TOP 50)
C.MLtchell's record of £:8 stood for 47 years

A.Dart's record of 8:10 stood for Q@ years
S.Terru's record of 11:2 haos now ,stood for 8 years
A.Dart's record ¢f €:10 hos nouw teen beoten by at Lleast

&€ flsh, 4 tilmes in 1985,

//



THE DROP OFF INDICATOR

by Dave Taylor

This type of indicator is very simple and extremely reliable, it is ideal for the

eel come pike angler in all conditions. The alarm is also fairly easy %o construct.

PARTS LIST
The parts shown below are all obtainable from any electronics stockist suoh as
Tandy's. I have given the R.S. component number where necessary because most shops

deal with this company, R.S. that is,.

1 off Mercury tilt switch RS 339-881 £1.80
1 off A.B.S. box RS 502-326 £1.50
1 off LED " 20p
1 off 2.5mm Jack plug & socket 90p
1 off PP3 Battery and clip £1,00
1 off Toggle switch 40p
1 off 3-16vdec Alarm RS 249-794 £2,00
2 off Terry clips 20p
18 inches Thin coaxial cable 20p
2 off Map pins free

off Polystyrene ball 20p

Total £8.40

CONSTRUCTION

The components are placed in the A.B.S. box as shown in the diagram and wired up
with care being taken with the polarities.

I mount the toggle switch (on and off) upside down to conventional way because when
you have a rod in your hand I find it is far easier to knock the switeh DOWN for off.,
The terry clips, which are obtainable from most tackle shops, are mounted on the

box 1lid to hold the unit on the back of the rod rest. Holes can be drilled in the
back of the box to make the unit louder. It is also very easy to fun an extension
speaker using a socket in the bottom of the unit wired in parralel with the speaker
which serves both or just the extension.

The poly ball is drilled and the mercury tilt switch, which is soldered tc the cable,
is sealed inside. The cable used needs to be very flexible two conductor cable and
fine instrument type coaxial is ideal. The line is clipped between the map pins about
one inch long being ideal. This allows the line to flow through to indicate dropbacks
and can be adjusted for densitivity. You can of course paint the poly ball any colour.
The battery ¥ife obviously depends on how many runs you get, it would last John
Sidley about a season and Pete Stickland 20 jpears!!

With a total component price of about £3.50 they are cheap compared with other units

of the same type on the market and in my opinion as good if not better. I do supply

the units ready made at the following discount price for NAC members:-

Complete drop off indicator £11,50 or £22 a pair. Spare arms £3.00 Orange/White/Blaék
Extension boxes 1-4 heads with lights £5.00 Extension cables 25p mtr all plus 50p P+P.

I can also supply the components required, just ring me at home on 0733-61538.
| 2—
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JOHN STuLWY

BELS ONE POUND AND OVER  4986-87 SEASON

41b 90z = Kyer Pool — Ledsered Wive Lobworms — 9,5.86 NIGHT,
Qoz — Kyer Pool - Ledgered Tive Lobwormg +~ 945,86 NICHT,

q1b
11b
21b
11b
21b
q1b
21b
21b
11b
11b
41b
21p
11b
21b
21b
41b
11b
11b
21b
11b
11b
21b
21b
11b
21b
21h.
11b
11b
21b
21b
11
21b
11b
21b
11n
21b
21b
21b
21h
11b

040z = Kyer Pool = Ledsered ¥ive Lobworms
020z - KXyer Ponl - Ledgered Wive Lobwormga
060z ~ Kyer Pool - Ledgered Wive Lobworms
14902z - Kyer Pool = Ledgered Five Lobworms
110z % Kyer Pool ~ Ledgered Five Lobworms
4102z = B HAM. LAKE '~ OFF/BOMTOM LIVE BREAM
O30z

~ 1645.86
- 2345.86
~ 24,5486
~ 28,5486
- 28,5486
~ 1646486

NIGHT,
NIGHT,
NIGHT
NIGHT
NICGHT
NIGHT,

B,HAK LAKE - OFF/BOTTOM LIVE BREAM - 96,6.86 NIGHT,

040z - B,HAM LAKE - OFF/BOPTOM LIVE ROACH - 46,6486 NIGHT.
010w — B,HAM LAKE - LEDCERED BREAM TAIL = 4646.86. NICHT,

040z

B,HAM LAKE — LEDGRED ROACH HNAD = 96.6486¢ DAWNo

060z ~ B,liir LAKE - LEDGRED ROACH i..AD = 96464864 DAWN,

090z - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGRED BREAM TAIL = 4646486 DAWNe '
090z ~ B,HAM LAKE ~ OFit/BOTTOM LIVE BRFAM — 48,6,86, NIGHT,
120z = ByHAM LAKE - OFF/BOPTOM LIVE BREAM - 48,6486, NIGHT,

O6og ~ B,HAM LAKE = LUDGRED ROACH MBAD = 98,6486, NICHT,
420z — B,HAM LAXT - LEDGRED ROACH HEAD = 4846.86. NICHT,
110z = B,HAM LAKE - LEDCRED. ROACH HEAD = 48,6486. DAWN,
Ooz — B,HAM LAKE ~ LEDGRED ROACH TAIL = 1846486+ DAUN,

010z = ByHAM LAKE ~ NWR/BOPTON LIVE BRIAN w8,6486, DAUN,
0oz - B,HAM LAKY ~ OFF/BOTTOM LIVE ROACH _.;:18.6.86. DAWN
040z =~ B,HAM LAKE ~ LEDGRED LIVE ROACH — 48,6486s DAWN,
O6oz— B,HAN LAKE — LEDGRED FULL DiEAD ROACH = 24466866 DAY
140z = B,HAM LAKE - LEDGRED WULL DEAD ROACH = 2446.86. DAY,
140z 3 B,HAM IAKF‘ - i,;}ﬁ;,nan_»;n FULL DEAD ROACH ~ 24.6.86+ DAYq

1102 = B, HAM. LAKE, = LEDGRED, FULL DEAD. ROACH, = 24¢6086e. DAY aurrromsmen
450z — B,HAM LAKE - LEDGRRD FULL DEAD ROACH - 2446486s DAY,

060z - ByHAM TAKE ~ LEDGRED TULL DRAD ROACH = 24+6486s DAYe
060z ~B,HAN LAKE — LEDGRED FULL DUAD ROACH - 25.6.86. DAY,
4902 - B,HAM LAKE — LEDGRED WULL DEAD WOACH = 25.6.86. DAYe
110z = B,HAM LAKE — LUDOGRED FULL DRAD ROACH — 25464864 DAY,

060z = WALSH PIT ='OFF/BOITOM WUR LOBS - 2846486, NIGHTs
440z - WOLSH PIT- OFF/BOTTOM FOUR LOBS ~ 28,6486 NIGHT.

090z = WILSH PIT = OM?/BOPTOM FOUR LOBS - 28.64864 NITHT,
28464864 NICHT,

4102 = WELSH PIT = OFV/BOTTOM WOUR LOBS -
440z - WELSH PIT = ORR/BOTTOM ROUR LOBS -
490z — WELSH PIT - OFF/BOTTOM FOUR LOBS -
430z - WELSH PIT ~ OWF/BOTTON FOUR LOBS -
150z ~= WELSH PIT - OWR/BOTTON FOUR LOBS

28464860
284640864
28464864
28.6,86.

NICHT,
NIGHT. .
NINHT,
NICHT e

140z - WELSH PIT - O""F/BO'I.‘”‘OI:T ™MUR LOBS.~ 28,6.86, NINHT,

Z



JOW SIDLRY EELS CONE POUND AND NVER 4986-37 SHAGON

21b 020z = WELSH PIT - OFF/BOTTOM FOUR LOBS = 28,6486, NIGHT,
21b 080z - WELSH PIT.= OF¥/BOTTOM .FOUR LOBS - 2846486, NIGHT.
41b 020z - WELSH PIT.= OFF/BOTTOM .FOUR LOBS = 286,86, NIGHT,
21b 080z — ByHA¥ LAKE .~ LEDGRED ROACH TAIL = 30,6486. NIGHT,
11b 1403 = ByHAM LAKE - LEDGRED ROACH, TAIL - 30,6,86. NIGHT,
21b 060z = B,HAM LAKE = LEDGRED ROACH TATL = 3046486+ DAUN,
41b 0102 = ByHAM LAKE ~ LEDORED ROACH TAIL ~ 30464864 DAWN,
P1b Oog - B,HAM LAKE ~ LEDGRED BREAM HEAD = 3,7.864 DAY,
11b 190z = B,HAM LAKE ~ LEDGRED ROACH TAIL = 3.7.86, DAY.
11b 080z = B,HAM LAKE - LEDGRED ROACH TAIL ~ 3.7.86. DAY,
11b 140z = B,HAM LAK® - LEDGRED ROACH TAIL - 3,7.86, DAY.

21b 120z = B,HAM LAKE ~ LEDGRED ROACH TAIL — 347.86. DAY.
11b 920z = KYER POOL - LEDGRED WOUR LOBS = 5474864 NIGHT,
11b 90z - KYiR POOL — LEDGRED WOUR LOBS - 547.86. NIGHT, .
21b 060z = ByHAM LAKE - LEDGRED ROACH TAIL - 8,7.86. NIGHT,
11b 420z - B,HAM LAKY ~ LIDORED ROACH TAIL - 8,7.86. NICGHT,

11b O8oz ~ B,HAM LAKE
11b 990z = B,HAN LAKED

LEDGRID ROACH HEAD - 8474864 NIGHT.
LEDGRED ROACH TAIL - 8,7.86, WIGHT,
21b 020z — B,HAM LAKW - LEDGRED ROACH TAIL - 8,7.86. NICHT,
31b 946z - B,HAM LAKE LEDGRED RNACH MEAD - 8,7.86. NINHT,
21b 020z - B,HAM LAKE — LEDGRED ROACH HRAD ~ 8,7,86. NIQHT,
21b O6oz ~ B,HAM LAKE - LEDGRED ROACH HEAD - 8,7,86. NICHT,
11b 120z — ByHAM LAKE - LEDCGRED ROACH HEAD - 8,7,86. NICHT,
11b 920z - B,HAM LAKR - NOT PUT DOWN - 4147+86s NIGHT,

21b Ooz = B,HAN LAKE = NOT PUT DOWN =~ 44.7.86. NIGHT,

31b O4oz —~ B,HAM LAKE - NOT PUT DOWN = 94.7.86. NICHT,

21b 020z ~ B,HANM BAKI = NOT PUT DOUN — 99.7.86e NICIT,
B,HAN LAKW - NOT PUT DOWN — 49.7.86. NICHT,

11b Odoz — B,HAM LAKT — NOT PUT DOWN - 44.7.86. NICHT,

21b 020z ~ ByHAM LAKE - NOT PUT DOWN = 99.7.86, NIGHT,

31b 030z — B,HAM LAKE - OPF/BOTTOM = 4447.86. NIGHT,
11b 06oz ~ B,HAM LAKE - OFF/BOTTOM =~ 44.7.86. NICHT,
11b 150z = B,HAM LAKT — OF#/BOTTOM = 44,786« NIGHT,

21b 420z ~ B,HAM LAKE - OFF/BOTIOM - 44.7.86. WIGHT,

11b 910z = B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ~ 95.7.86. DAY,

21b 020z ~ B,HAM LAKE — LENGERING — 45.7.86. DAY.

11b 090z = B,HAM LAXE ~ LEDCERINCG = 46.7.86. NICHT,

41b 030z ~ B,HAM LAKE = LEDGERING = 9 647486s NICIUT,

11b 4120z -~ B,HAM LAKI: -~ LEDGERING — 467,864 NICGHT,

11b q1o0z

/5



JOHN SIDLBY WRLS ONi POUND AND OVER 4986-87 SFEASON

21b 130z — B,HAM LAK) = LEDGZRING — 46474864 NIGHD, -
21b q4oz = ByHAM LAKI} = LEDGERING — 46474864 WICHT,

21b 020% = B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING — 18.7.864 NICHT, '

21b 0q0z = B HAM LALS ~ LEDGEKING = 48.7.86. NIGHE,

11b 120z - ByHAM LAKE ~ LEDCERING = 18474864 NIGHT,

21b O8oz - B HAM LAKE - me ERING = 847,86, NIGHT.

31b 080z = B,HAM LAKE = LEDGERING ~ {84786, WICHT,

11b 030z ~ ByHAM LAKE ~ LIDORRING - {84786, NIGHT,

41b 420z = B,HAM LAKE - LIDGERING ~ 18,7.86, NICHI.

31b q4oz = B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING = 18,786, NIGHT,

31b 420z = ByHAM LAKE - LEOGERING -~ 18.7.86. NIGHT.

31b Oq0z - B,HAM LAKE ~ LEDGERING - 418474864 NIGHT,

21b 060z - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING = 18,7:86, NIGD,

21b 090z ~ B,HAM LAKE ~ LEDGERING = 98,7.86, NICHT, ' ‘i
51b 030z = ByHAM LAKE: ~ LEDGERING ~ 48,7.86, NIGHTs

21b 440z = B,HAM LAKE ~ LEDGHRING = 18.7.86. NIGHT, '

21b 060z = BHAM LAK® — LEDCERING ~ 1847486y NIGHT,

11b q4oz ~ B,HAM | LEDGERING < 48474864 NIGHT,

21b 090z - B,HAM - LEDGERING = 1847486+ NIGHI's

21b 190z = B,HAM LAKE - LIDGERING < 19.7.86. NIGHT,

‘11b 1‘162 - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING - 21 o7+86. NICHT,

21b 060z = B,HAM LAKE ~ LEDGERING = 29474864 NIGHT.

11b 08B0z ~ B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING = 24474864 NIGHT,

21b 940z - B,HAM LAKE - LIDGERING < 21.7.86. NIGHT,

11b 030z - B,HAM LAKY ~ LEDGBRING = 22,7.86. NIGHT.

11b 120z = B,IAM LAKS - 'LEDGERING = 22,786, NIGHT,

* 21b 150z — B,HAM LAKE — LEDGERING — 22,7.864 NIGHTs

21b O6oz # B,HAM LAKE = meamnma‘- 2247486, NICI,

11b 490z = B,HAM LAKE = LEDGERING = 22,7864 NICGHI,

31b 6oz = B,HAM LAK - LEDABRING = 22474864 NIGHT.

21b 0907 = ByHAM LAKT = LENGERING =~ 22.7.864 NIGHT.

21b Ooz = B,HA, LAKY - LENGERING' ~' 22474864 NIGHT,

21b 090z = B HAM LAKY - LEDGERING = 24474864 NIGHT.

21b 410z - B,HAM LAKE ~ LENGERING = 24474864 NIGHT.

11b 140z = B,HAM LAKE = LEDGERING' = 2447.864 NIGHTs ‘
31b 030z - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING = 24.7.86. NIGHT, '
31b 070z — B,HAM LAKE — LEDGERING = 2447.86. NICGHP, &
11b 120z = B,HAM LAKE — LEDCERING - -26.7.86. NIOHT.

21b 0?0z = B,HAM LAKG — L'MOERING -~ 2647.86, NICHT,

21b 090z — B,HAM LAKE —~ LEDGERING = 26.7.86s NICGHT,

5 5
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JOHN SIDLYY

BALG ONY POOND AND OVER 4 986-87  SEASON

21b Ooz - ByHAM LAKE - LEDGERING = 28,7,86, NIGHT,

11h 9202
21b 040z
11b Oboz
21b,03qz
21b 490z
110 130
“21b yq03
11b 04oz
11b 140z
~ 61b 400z
21b q1o0z
21b 9102
11b
21b
31b
41b
31b
3lb
31lb
11b
11d
21b
21b
21b
ilb
11b
11b
11b

130z
OToz
06oz
070z
020z
030z
080z
1302
0901z
040z
070z
1102
060z
0360z
2%
060z
31b 930z
21b 020
11b 060z
21b 020z
11b Oqo0z2
31b Oq0z
11b 0202
21b OToz
31b 0302
31b 020z

~ D, HAW
— By HAM
~ B,HAM
~ B, HAR

~ B,HAM

hod B.PIAM Batl

- B,HAM
- B,HANM
- B,HAM
B,HAM
B, HAM
B, HAM
ByHAM
B, HAM
- B,HAW
- B,HAN
~ B,HAK
- B,HAM
- B,HAM
- B,HAM

B, HAM

ByHAM
B, HAM

B, HAM

B, HAM

B,HAM
B,HAM

B,HAM

-~ B,HAM
B,HAM
B, HAM
B,HAM
B, HAK
B, HAM
B, HAMN
- BylAK

-

LAKE
LAKE

LAKE .
LAKF, .

LAKE
LAKT
LAKR
LAKS
LAKY
LAKY
LAKE
LAKT
LAKE
LAKE
LAKE
LAKR
LAKT
LAKRE
LAXH
LAXT
LAKT
LAKY
LAKY,
LAKE
LAKI1
LAKT:
LAKE
LAKE
LAK L
LAK S
A D

LEDGLRING |

LEDGERING

LEDGERING |

LEDGERING
LEDGERING
LEDGERING
LINGRRING
LEDGERING
LINOERING
LIDARRING
LIDGERING
LEDGERING
LEDARRING
LEDGTRING
LEDAERING
LEDOERING
LEDGERING
LEDARRING
LEDAERING
put
put
put

not
not
not
not
not put
not put
not put
LINOERING
MNOTRING
LEDGERING
LuNGERING
LEDCRRING
LEMILRING
LEDGERING
LEDGERING
LEDGERING
LENGERING

LIMORRING

LINCERING ROACH TATL

28,7.86,
= 28,7.86.
28.7b86.
28.7.864
28474864
= 29,786,
- 2907 086-
~ 2947486,
ROACH TAIL
Bm'?AM HEAD
BREAM TAIL
ROACH HEAD
BREAM HI7AD
ROACH TAIL
ROACH AN
BIUGAM HIAD
BREAM TAIL
ROACH TATL
BREAM HIRAD

down = T.8486,
down = 748,86
down = 7.8.86.
pat down - T7,8,86,
down ~ 7.8.86. NIGHT,
down= 748,86, NIGHT,
down ~ T.8.,86, NINHT,

NIGHT,

NIGHT,
NIGHT.
NIGHT,
NIGHT.

\

NIGHT,

NIOHDy -

NICOHT,

~ 148486,
~ 14886,
= 448,86,
~ 548480,
~ 5.8,86.
~ 58,86,
~ 548486,
5084864
NIGHT,
NIGHT,
NIGHT,
NIGHT.

DN/ S :

- date not put down = NIGHP,
- date not put down - NIGHT, i
- date not put down'~ NIGHT,

NICGHT,
NIGHT,
NICHT,
NIOHT,
NITHD,
NI(HT
NICHT,
NIOHDe

BREAM TAIL - 8,8,86. NICHT,
BRFAM HEAD -~ 8,886 NICHT,
EIL SHCTION - 848,864 NIGHT,
BREAM HIEAD - 8,8.86. NIiIT,
BREAM TAIL = B8,8,86, nicuy,

BRIZAM HEAD
BREEAM TATL
BREAM HEAD
ROACH HEAD
BREAM HRAD
ROAGH HIAD

7

e 9.8. 86.
- 908-86.
0¢8e860

NIGHT,
NIGHT,
HIGHT .

10484864 NICHT,
10.8.860 NICGHT,
1148486, NICID,
11+8.86. NICHT,



JOHN SINLEY BELS ONE POUND AND OVER 4986-8T7 SEASON

41b 080z ~ B,HAM LAKE — LEDGERING ROACH PAIL - 11284864 NICHT,
31b 0Goz -~ B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HPEAD - 1{.8.86. NI(:I{{i‘.
31b Oq0z — B,HAM LAKE - LEDIERING ROAGH TAIL - 4148864 WITHT.
31b OToz ~ B,HAM LAKT ~ LUDGERING ROACH HEAD - 11886, NIGUT.
31b Ooz - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH TAIL = 14.8.86. NIC‘HT.
41b Qoz = B,HAM LAKE - me«,r{mu ROACH HI-,AD - 11.8.86. NI(.H‘I‘.
11b 020z = B,HAM uum ~ LEDCERING BIEAM, HLM) - 13480 864 NIGHTs
A1b 03z = ByHAN LAXE - LEDOSRING BRGAM HEAD ¥ 4 308486, NIOHT.
31b Oqoz —~ ByHAM LAKE - LEDCRRING BIOAM HEAD - 13,8 864, NIGH’I‘. :
21b 990z = B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING BREAM HEAD - - 15084864 NICHTW
21b Odoz ~ BHAM LAKE = LEDGERING BHL SIEAK = 9548486 NIGHT.

11b 020z = ByHAM LAKT - LEDCGERING BREAM HEAD ~ 45084 86. NIGHT,
41b 080z - B,HAM LAKE ~ LEDGERING ILE.AM HEAD = 45084864 NIGHT
21b 030%. = B,HAM LAiKE - LEDGIRING BREAM HEAD = 1548486, NIGHT,
11b 040z = B,HAM LAKE - LIDGERING BREAM HEAD - 488486, NICHTs
31b 030z ~ B,HAN LAKE ~ LEDGERING BUL SIAK = 4848486 NICHD,
21b 440z ~ ByHAM LAKE = LEDDURING BEAM TAIL = 48,84864 NIGHT.
31b 050z ~ B, HAM LAKE — LEDGURING RML STEAK = 1848.86, NIGHT.
21b 120z - B,HAN LAKE - LEDGURING Bii}.::ma PAIL ~ 18._8.86.‘ NIGHT o
21b 0Goz - B,HAM LAKT, — LEPGRRING BREAM TAIL = 18484864 NIGHT.
31b 440z - B,HAM LAKT — LEDGERING BRL SIHAK = 18,8.86 NIGHT.
11b 060z — B,HAN LAKR — LEDGERING BREAN HEAD = 188,86 VIGHT.

21b Q20z — ByHAM LAKE - LEDGRRING BREAM HEAD - 20.8,864 NIGHT.

31b Oq0z — B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING BREAM TAIL = 20.8,86. DAYe

41b 020z — B,HAM LAKE = LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 20.8,86, DAY,

41b 120z ~ B,HAM LAKY} ~ LIDGHRING ROACK TATL - 2048486, DAYs

21b OGoz — B,HAM LAKE - LEDGLRING BREAM FEAD — 2048486, DAY -

3lb 04oz'— 1, HAM LAKE ~ LEDGERING BiUIAM HIBAD = 24484864 NIGHTS

41b 080z = B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING BHI“AM TAIL = 24 «8.864 NICIHDo

At this point T had talten 67 over 11b, 78 over 21b, 29 aver 31b. 12 over 41b, one
and the 61b 100z A

31h 430z = B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING TEL STHAK - 23.8 864 NIGHT

11b O6oz = ByMAM LAKE - mmnumn BHIEAM HEAD - 26.8.86. DAY,

41b yq0z = B, HAM LAXE - Luna mmm BIUSAM TATL ~ 26484864 DAY,

21b 420z - B,HAU LAKL - Luwmmc} nwm mmn = 26484860 DAY

21b Goz — B,HAM LAKE - anmmo ROACH' PAIL = 2648486 DAY,

31b ()2oz ~ B,IAM LAKE - LED(*I"RING ROACH HISAD = 26484864 DAY,

41b 080z = B,HAM LAKE - LLD(‘-LRING ROACH TLZAD ~ 28484864 DAYs

11b q4oz = B,HAM LAKE - LENGERING ROACH HEAD - 28. 8.86. DAY.

21b 140z - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 28 8,864 DAY.
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21b 940z - B,HAM LAKR - Lumnmmc ROAGH HEAD
31b 030z % B,HAM LAKE - LF‘D(‘hRING ROACH HEAD
21b 020z ~ B HAM LAKE memma ROACH HEAD
41b 920z = B,HAM LAKE - memunc ROACH HEAD
31b 090z = B,HAM LAKE - memnrc ROACH MIAD
31b 070z = B,HAM LAK& = LED(;ERING ROACH MEAD
11b 0oz — B,HAM LAKE '~ LEDGERING ROACH HEAD
11b Odoz - ByHAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD
21b OGoz — B HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD -
31b 020z = B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH H:AD
11b Odos = B,HAM LAKE - LEDGT‘RING BIAM HEAD
21b 020z - B,HAM LAKE - mmommo BREAM HEAD
31b {40z - B,HAM LAKE = LEDGI- RING BREAM HEAD
21h 060z = ByHAM LAKL - LFDPFRING BREAM HRAD
11b 120z - B,HAM Lm: = LEDGERING BREAN HEAD
21b 020z - B,HAM LAKL ~ LEDGERING BREAM HEAD
31b 030z - B,HAM LAKE - LIID(‘I‘RING BUIAM NRAD
41b Ooz - B,HAM LAKE - Lm'mmc BIGIAM HEAD
21b 090z — ByHAM LAKE - LEI)(‘FRING BREAM mum
21b 440z - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING BREAM HEAD
11b 090z = B,HAM, LAKE Lm)omzmo BREAM IIPAD
31b 130z ~ B,HAM LAK]:,‘ = mmmmc BREAN HEAD

41b 940z ~ B,HAM LAKL. - LI’DGI* RING BREAM HEAD

31b 040z = B,HAM LAKE - LEDf ING B’H.AM HEAD

31b Odoz = B,HAM mem - LED(‘T‘RING ROACH HUAD
21b O6oz - B,HAM LAKE - LEDG RING ROACH H[ZAD
21b 030z ~ B, HAM LAKJJ - memmc BHEAN HEAD
31b 430z =~ B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH TAIL
21lb 060z - B HAM LA.KL - LLDGBRING ROACH HEAD
21b 020z ~ B,HAM ‘LAKE ~ Lwnmmc ROACH HEAD
21b Ooz = B,HAM LAKE - mmammc ROACH HEAD
21b 030z ~ B,HAM LAKE ~ LEDGERING ROACH JTIAD
31b 410z = B,HAM LAKE ~ LEDGERING BREAM HIAD

11b 940z ~ B,HAM LAKE - LYDCERING, ROACH HEAD

1

?

29,8,86,
29,8,86,
29,68.86,
29,8486,
29,886,

12998.86'

31 ¢8¢86.

NTCIT,
NIOHT,
NICHT,
NIGHT,
NIGHT,
NIGHT.
NIGHT,

= 3148.86, NI,
~ 3a8,864 NIGHT,
~ 314886, NIGHT,
=~ 849,86, DAY,

- 8494864 DAY,

- 8494864 DAY,
- 8494864 DAYs
=~ 12494864 NIGHT,
~ 1249.86,
=~ 1249,86,
- 1249,86,
- 4249,86,
- 13090860
= 1549,86,
- 15 94864
41b 030z - B,HAM L.AKE - LED(‘T‘RING BREAM HEAD - 15494864
31b Oog - B JHAM LA](E - LEDGF‘RING BREAM HEAD = 15494864
21b O20z = ByHAM LAKE - LT'I)(“‘PHING BRIAM HTAD = 1509486,
21b 060z = B HAM Lm: - LED(‘I‘RING BREAM HEAD — 48494864
~ 1849.86,
- 1849486,
= 189,86,

- 20.9.86‘.'

Lo 23'.9086,;
g 26.90860

2749486,
28,9.86,
2849.864

28,9,86¢

2.1 0.86.
30100860

21b 020z = B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HIAD - 30104864
21b 140z = ByHAM LAK: = LIDOTRING BREAM HEAD = 3¢40.86e NIGIT.

)9

NIOHT.
NIGHT
DAWN,
DAWN.
NIGIP,
DAY,
DAY .
DAY,
DAY,
DAY,
DAY,
DAY,
DAY
DAY,
DAY,
DAY,
DAY,
DAY,
DAY
])AY-\ '
DAY,
DAY .
NIr'H'r.
NIGITI'q i
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21b 030z - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 3.10.86 NIGHT.

21b 120z ) B.HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 3.10.86 NIGHT.

21b 090z - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 7.10.86 DAY.

21b 1loz - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 14.10.86 DAY AND NIGHT.
21b 0207 - B.HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 14.10.86 DAY AND NIGHT.
31b Y60z - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 14.10.86 DAY AND NIGHT.
31b Ooz - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 14. 10.865DAY AND NIGHT.
21b 020z - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 14.10.86 DAY AND NIGHT.
31b 080z - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING EEL STEAK - 14.10.86 DAY AND NIGHT.
21b 06oz - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD -14.10.86 DAYAAND NIGHT.
31 Ofoz - B,HAM TAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD ~ 14i10.86 DAY AND NIGHT.
11b 150z - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING BLEAK HEAD - 18.10.86 DAY. '
21b 0oz - B,HAM LAKR } LEDGERING BLEAK HEAD - 19/10.86 DAY.

11b Oloz } B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING BLEAK HEAD - 19.10.86 DAY.

11b O6oz - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 22.10.86 DAY.

21b 120z - B,EAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 22.10i86 DAY.

31b 0Box - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 22,10.86 DAY.

11b 130z - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 22:10.86 DAY.

31b 100z - B,HAM LAKE )} LEDGERING-ROACH HEAD - 22,10.86 DAY,

41b 040z - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 24i10,/86 DAY.

31b 030z -B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 24.10.86 DAY.

31b O4oz - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 1.11.86 DAY

21b 120z - B;HAM LAKE =-LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 1.11.86 DAYI

31b 060z ~ B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD = 2,11.86 DAY.

61b Oloz - B,HAM LAKE - LEDGERING ROACH HEAD - 6.11.86 DiY.

All told,}2§ sessions for the 1986 season productng the following overall resultssg-—
83 eels'over 11bi

199 eels over 21b.

52 eels over 31b,

15 eels over 41b.

One at 5:01

& Two over 61b, at 6:01 and 6:10,

These results were acheived by devoting myself almost exclusively to one water, and
what a water that is. A couple of very big eels were lost on the water and many lesser
fish were also dropped. My efforts this coming season will be centred arrdund this
water  and hopefully I will be able to get four nights awekk down there as I strogly ‘
believe that this water can and probably will break the record.

It is worth mentioning that thg water is about 100 acres and of all that spaee I have
only fished three swims. Over the season these swims have not slowed down one bit,
although one of .theém has produced a good number of the bigger fish including my 5:0L

6:10 and many of the 4's, will this swim produce in such good numbers in 19877
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I believe that a great deal more work is needed on thié water as the size does not
allow me to have explored it's true potential in omly one seasoni The shallows and
margins even where weedbeds are present only pfodﬁééd'bootlaces and it was not until
I found water over 10 feet ~deep and with a thick mud bottom that I started to contact,fﬁ
the larger eels in numbers. During the. summer the “1ake: was dralned low for some tlme qra
and this allowed me to pinpoint several other areas that are oovered in the bl§ck

siliy mud that has already produced the eels for me.

This water has one great problem and that is the numbers of bootlaces and the number
of dropped runs they give, although I an not SO sure that all the runs missed. are -’
from boots and so this gear I experimented w1th all klnds of hook rigs. Singles,
double hook rigs, instant strike jobs ahd even the wait an hour method s but still
many runs were missed. 411 sorts of ‘baits were tried and only thg cel steaks were
left alone for any period. Dave Walker has suggested using live bootlaces as bait

for the real biggies, and I think he may juét be right. (I know I'm right! DPW)

Some of you may moan and groan at thls llst and indeed you may not have got this far.
Well to me this is not the numbers game just plain dedicated eel fishing and what can‘
be achieved if you put the effort in on the right water. As I've always said "You enly
zet out of fishing what you are prepared to put into it."

I wish you all a very successful season in 1987. ' ’
- | JOHN SIDLEY (THE OLD'UN)

//////////////////////////////2//////////////////////////////////////////////////VKZ/

SESSION REPORTING 1987

by Dave Walker
THE MORE FOR LESS. APPRCACH 87 &

John Sidley

For some time now we have been talking and analising the results and conclusions of

the present type of reporting being carried out by the club, and it is our contention
that the ‘scherie currently in operation is unlikely to produce the results that it was
designed to bring us. This is because of several factors.

Firstly, the reporting scheme encompasses eels of all sizes and this leads to many
false results influencéng the overall picture. This applies especially to the use

of baits and the effectiveness of certain rigs.

Secondly, the scheme relies on a large volume of information being feé into 1%, and
sadly this is not the case at the present time. Therefore it's results and conclusions
must be biased towards the majority of input (ie. Johns results this‘year) and this
leads to the painstakingly produced results only being of use to thosermembers who
supplied the vast majority of data in the first place. Obviously this: is not a perfect
situagion as the people doing the fishing will know what is going on on their: waters
and only learn from there own results, they are getting nothing from.the session
reporting at prefent.

Thirdly, the reporting has suffered for some time from a-lack‘ofi@;:ection. This is
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in no way the fault of the reporting officers, and indeed Terry's recent introduction
of Barometric Pressures into the scheme was a good and positive step forward. BUT....
.e.and it is a big but, the scheme is still suffering from a lack of quality data to

really get it's teeth into. We cannot ever hope to have any really juicy conclusions

within these pages if the scheme is only suppomted by a few mambers and then only

when they remember to do it!

There are a couple of other small patnts that we feel are wrong but they are mostly

personal and not really general faults of the overall scheme and therefore nét worth

mentioning here. st

So what -do. we_propose to get this %E%él'ﬁart of ‘the club going again. Well both of us
sincerely feel that the réporting scheme should, if possible, help us to catch blgﬂer
and better eels. Now this is a tall order and unllke the schemes of the sixties and
seventies we cannot rely on lots and lots of date from members all over the country,
fishing all sorts 6f waters. It is with this in mind that we have gone away from the
excepted form of stastistical results and placedmour emphisis on the gathering of
quality information of the sort that we feel is important to help us in our search for
larger eels. Therefore we propose that only eels. of 41b and over will merit full
reporting and any lesserfish will require only an entry on a 'tick sheet' type of form.
As this is the size of eel that we would all like to catch regularly then it seems - -
logical to us to gather as much information about this size of fish as possible. We

believe any fool can go out and catch loads of lesser fish but when 41b is reaeshed then

the real eel angler takes over.

The form we have produced is on the next page and we feel has covered the basic data
needed to form the start of usefull analysis into the capture of these larger eéls.

We have left out details such as length and girth, exact time of capture and exact
weather at time of the run along with rod hours, water and alr temperatures and number
of rods used. We do not discount these points as 1rre11vent Just as superfluious to

the needs of the scheme at present.

We have tried to follow up several areas where we feel data oould prove to be of great

benefit, these are, bank flshed9;§wlm ‘depth,snags, and the source of the eels. Ehese
and any other part of the scheme oould’be expanded_am any time to give more and better
results for the benefit of the club in general, beeeuse this is 'our aim, a scheme that
can benefit every member in tHe elub by hopefully eheﬁiﬁg'trends towards bigger eels.
We have made the form as easy as possible to fill outlon purpose and all it really

requires is about 90 seconds of effort to complete as the vast majority-of sections

are answered with a tick. T s

you think we are totally wrong then you have something to write 1nto the Bulletln.
iny further discussion should really have been conducted in the Bulletin but the

closeness of the SGM indicates thet this would be the ideal time to chat about it all.
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Proposed form for 41b plus cels:-
{THE NATIONAL ANGUTLLA CLUB
41b + INFORMATION SHERT

ALt TIME TAKEN WEED PRESENT IN SWIM
?RPTOR DAY - DENSE
NATER DUSK -~ PATCHY
COUNTY NIGHT BOTTOM COVERING __
gigg%m DAWN NONE
TYPE OF TAKE SNAGS PRESENT
$AIRR DRTAILS NO INDICATION YES (SPECIFY)
GRAVEL PIT —_—
LI I STEADY RUN NO
RESERVOIR = = o
CANAL
RIVER/DRATN BANK FISHED
OTHER(SPECIFY) NORTH ___
SOUTH
EEELQE _ EAST
ms | WEST
NO -

DISTANCE CAST

SIZE OF EEL POPULATION

n/5 YARDS __
SMALL 5/15 YARDS
AVERRGE 15/%0 YARDS ___
LARGE 30/50 YARDS
50+ YARDS

BAIT TAKEN ON (GIVE DETAILS)
DEPTH _OF SWIN

0/5 FEET
ADDATIVE (IF YES GIVE DETAILS) (6/10 FEET . __
YES 11/20 FEET ____
0 21+ FEET _ -
PREBAIT/GROUNDBAIT (GIVE DETAILS) — —iidd FISHED
e ON BOTTOM

OFF BOTTOM

(DISTANCE)
PREBAIT NO SUB’ SURFACE
GROUNDBAIT YRS (DISTANCE)

SURFACE
GROUNDBATT, NO, | .+ TYPE OF BOTTOM

-~ MUD/SILT ___
SAND/GRAVEL
OTHER(SPECIFY)
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ANGUILLA AND WALKFR, BRLS AND BEER, _
"CAME TO HEMEL ALL IN A YEAR. " by John Pearce & Tom Riley

Most of our ‘Summer durimg 1985 was taken up in the pursuit of the rather elusive
barbel of the river Thames in Oxfordshire and the not so elusive carp of the Colne
Valley in west London. The carp fishing being done on a water well known to 'Del-boy!,

or to the un-hip, Rodney Meadows.

It was during a night on the Thames that we (or at least John) hit a flsh which he.
thought was quite a decent barbel, and having never caught one he Wouldn‘t Pnow any-
way but it felt like they were mean't to feel (1ovely boyit). It turned out to be é :
fish which had belied it's true size and 5p601oo’very well and an eel of 2:15 was
duly weilg hed and admired. Although we had talked a fair deal about fishing for eels
we had nct actually got round to it, but this fish changed our minds and we now
realised what a splendid challenge the eel really was. Our plans immediately changed

and we began fishing specifically for eels.

Our future trips to the Colne valley were spent ip pursuit Qf our new found quarry,
but due to our lack of knowledge and the latenesslof the séaéon we achieved only
limited success at this early stage. Both of ué‘work togethér with the infamous

Dylan (mines a pint) Wrathall and other members of the NAsA Chiitern (Wonder) region,
and we spend a great ‘déal of time comparing.results and ohatting over problems. It was
during this time that Dylan mentioned 'the Mouth'of the South' and although a trifle
worried about this strange character we arranged a meeting at the next Chiltern reéion
meeting.

The meeting went well and Walker took the piss out of as many people as he could and
even managed to impart a few bits of useful info about eels inbetween reminding us
that his glass was empty, this happened every two minutes or so!! Now being kind and
caring anglers and wishing to learn more about eels from Dave we stopped him getting
knicked for drinking and driving (shame!) and we decided to put him up for the night.
Having drawn straws and Tom losing we got him to Toms place and then we discovered our
first. big mistake, Walker has body odbur from two distint:iplaces, One is the obvious -
escape point after a gallon of beer, the other comes from his habit of putting hls
socks out for the night! After Toms family had moved back into the house and thehi
Rentokil man  had gone a relationship of some sort was formed (Iwondered what that
funny rash .was? DPW) because after all Walker was not such a bad chap and further
meeting took place in various watering holées in Hemel and Potters Bar. Soon affef '
during one of our meetings Dave asked us if we would like to go to the fnguilla Club

spring trip to Bastom Fen Fisheries.

Although we could only fish for twc nights it was to prove a bit of an eye opener in
terms of eel fishing and rally driving at 80mph after drinking rather too much beer.
Luckily enough the roads are relatively straight around Baston, we only wish someone
had told Dave this! (My car went perfectly straight it was you two rolling around in

the back that made it seem as if we were trying to drive in the ditches!!DPW)
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“Talklng and fishing with the members of the Anguilla Club during that weekend .and
:Tw1tn9881ng Kevin (no forceps) Stephensons 41b eel really sealed 1t for us, we WBPe
sure this was the way ahead for us. We even managed to land a few ecels’ ourselves. So
all 1n all it turned out to- be g very enJoyable and 1nformat1ve two nlghts whlch really

put us in good stead: far: the oomlng season,

‘Our season campaign was cerefully planned and involwved fiShing the river Thames for
quantlty and to give us the neseccary skills in tlmlng runs etc. Experlmentlng with
rigs and baits here would only help us, and most 1mportantly we could practice handllng

“eels, not -only for the camera but for there owm well being. The results were quite
startling with: ‘many - eels’ of moderate size (probably simall to most of you) most belng
2-31b. They were coming to the nets regularly and we decided %o start on part two of
our campaign. This envolved an ons laught on oanal eels, or s0 we: thought Thls proved
far more difficult than we first thought and our results soon: plummeted as did our
oonfldence. The 1ack,0l success eurprlsed us and Dave in part as we 'all thought that
the stretch of canal-we had: chosen Absolutely soreamed eels and was sure to turn up the
goods. After a few trips back to the Thames and Wltn our moral well and truely boosted
we returned to the canzl and our results 1mproved tremendously. We had two mlssed runs
in four woeks flshlng' boy these ‘canal eels are a different breed to the dopey thln

in the Thames, aren't they?

So all in all we have enjoyed our time in the eel world so far and we are determlned to
do better each:season esne01ally on the canals and ‘anybody who has had experlence of
these: tempermental waters and Nould Jlike %o help us please do so, we would be most
grateful Or alternatively wrlte_somethlng for the Bulletin about canals as I'm sure

we ‘are not the: only members Who have struggled on these Wdterways.

We are probably g01ng to destroy our shances ‘of catshing anyth;ng this coming season
as it looks like we Wlll be fishing with 'Mouth of the South' for a.good deal of the
time. So if any member can tell .us of a good deodourant(very ston version) and a sure‘

fire hangover cure thon we will really be most grateful 1ndeed

Just one last point for our first ever article in the Bulletin.
On reading the December Bulletin we wondered if the gradual demise of the Angullla Club

over the last few years could be due to the formation and rige of the British Eel
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EDS COMMENT

Thanks a bundle Tom and John for the last article, it's so nice to ask brand new
members to write something and actually get a response., Especially when the resulting

article is as good as that. Thanks a lot lads.
DPW.
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