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EDITORIAL 1

It is with great pleasure, combined with s sense of wanting, to get on with the job,

that I take up my pen to once agein write this page. Not having done the job since

the latter helf of lost winter had left in me an empty feeling. It is indeed gratifying
to know thst you a1l wished me to continue-as Editor. I can only promise that I will

do my very best to ensure that your Bulletin maintaing its reputation for excellasnce,

As I have said meny %imes, the end product stems from your efforis, without which there
would be no magszine at all., Yhat I require from you now, as a matier of urgency,
are your Bulletin contributioms. 014 toples or completely new ones - there is always
somathing that you can write about. And you ocan write so well, as you have proved
again and again. It is a constant source of amagzement to me that among that soruffy
bunch of blokes I meaet by the water there are so meny litsrary entreprencurs. Howeverx,
if you are the odd one who feels that he cennot set dovn on paper a plece in sultable
form for the Bulletin, let me say this. Vrite down what you are thinking and donft
worry ebout the writing or the spelling - that is where I come in. I will knock your
afforts inte shape without altering material coatent in any way. If you are afraid

to try, then you will never know how good you arel

I look forward, naturally, to receiving articles from our new members, bul perhaps even
more, I want articles from our older members. ¥From them comes much of the ideas snd
experience on which we can build, The last issue of the Bulletin was excellant in
every way. I found myself picking it up time after time to read again. those sriticles
which I had slready read several times. I do not often congratulate individual writers
and in fact, T will not do 9 now, What T will do is Yo congratulate all those who
wrote for the lasi Bulletin an® who sontributed to so fine an effort. Thank you all,
but keep it up.

Remember that through our "Letters to the Editor™ feature you can have your say. Any
subjeot you iike (I'm brosd minded) as long as it is both serious and meaningful. If
you wish to see an additional regular feature or indeed any useful alteration to our
usual format, then do please drop me & line so that we tan teks it further.

I bvid s hearty welcome, on your behalf, to our new members, and my wish to you all for
a happy Christmas and o bumper pes yesr,

A J Sutton
Bditor

CHAIRMAN'S PACE

I hwope the recant AOM of the National Anguills Club will wark sn important mile stone
in our history.

Mratly, Brien Crawford stepped down ss Chairmen snd 1T wes very honoured indeed to be

elected in hig plsce, YWhen one cousiders the neople who have held this post previossly,
then perhaps you can apprecimte why I consider the onus ig very much upon me Lo carry on
the good work that hes pone befors. T would like bo thank Brien psrsonally snd on belal
of all the members for ithe tremendous smount of work he hag done for the Club during

his years in the chair. As I think he wrote in one Bulletin, 1% ie not an easy job and
3 the membershdn boge!

not slweys pleasant o holl hac, 1 think thgt the contimied
existanos of the Club ils very much due o the

v hard work pub in by the Committee an’ I
feel extremely confident a
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out the future.



CHATRMAN'S PAGE 2

If any member is not satisfied with a particular Club policy then 1t is up to him to
raise the matter as either the Amual or Spring Gencral Weeting or if it dis = partioulerl,
urgent matter by ralsing it with either myvaelfl ov any other Officer of the Club, In

the pust, the inabillty or unwillingnmess of members to do this {now former members I
believe) has led to disagreements betwsen apparent factions within the {lub which ghould
not have been allowed io come into existence,

I was plezsed to mee the faces at the AGM that have become familisr to me over the past
number of years snd, in perticulsr, I was pleased to meet for the first time, David
Taylor and Stewart MeGowan. It waes rleasing o note that there are further
provisional appliesticns for membership in the pipe~line. The membership has remsined

stable for the past couple of years but I think the geneyal opinion mmongst members was
thdt the time had come to consider incressing the membership if sultsdle applicants
.came along.

48 I stated ut the AGM, whilst we should encourage new applications for membership, I
do not think that we should completely forget or, in any way, discoursge former members
of the Club from re-applying., Going back over the years aome very fine anglers have
been members of the Natlonsl ﬂnnui)la Club and if any former member wished to respply
they would receive every support from mysell.

The Club mads a very important decision when 3t deci )“d to abandon the reporting

gohome which for s long time hes been the mainstsy of ¢ Aleetjng the results of our
fishing. I hope that the new asystem which was agresd upon et the meeting will provide
ur with the information that will acsist ms to cztich mﬁre large eels. My feelings
about the old reperiirg scheme, perhaps more =0 over the pest yesar, was that this was
a3imply not the case. The load of the Club lecord's Officer has now been greatly
reduced and I s~1 sure that Dan, as a nmmnbtep nember, will be of grest use to the Club,
It is important for members to realise that albthough Lbe new scheme; ag discussed at

the AGM, is not so rigid ne the old r@porting schene ~ 41 Is essentlial for all members
to comply with the new scheme end, of course, it is 2 nondition of membership that this
is done. Guidelines for the new echeme will be sveilable at the Spring Meeting.

Could T encourage all members to write zomething for the Bulletin. We have a very
efficient Bditor who ean knook even the reugheau drgft into shape znd I am sure you
will agree that the Bulletin makes very interesting and worthwhile reading and is a
very esgential psrt to the Club., The standsrd of presentation and contents ls very
high and as someone mentioned st the ASM, considering the size of the {lub and the
facilities at our disposal there ls not thet mueh diffarence between our Bulletin and
the NASG magazine "Fresline”. 1 am sure that if any membor was prepared to forwerd
material to the Bditor fsﬂ "Freeline” there would be little difficulty in getting

an article publighed.

Ag you may he aware, I hsve recently been sppointed the Hational Educaiion and
Development Officer for the Wational Anglera! Council for the North West, This will
involve me in co~ordinating the work of 60=0dd NACQ wosches in the North West and

administering the new Ngtional Anglers! Council proficiency awerd scheme. Ve alresdy
have & National Anglers' Coumcil Coach in Brian Crawford and if any other membars ere
interested in galning this qualification perbans they would like to contact me direat..
Brian, I zm certain, considers it wvery worthwhile,

I am writing thisy naving just returned from o Ghub fishing seseion on the Upper

Severn.  The highlight of the dey came whilet staggering bacsk bto my car with sll my
gears. A large herd of Fresiun heffers wers peying pertionlar attention to me snd were
following me along the river bonk. 1 did not take any strong cbjection to this sc they
were being dnguisitive yethsr then sguressive, howeVFr, from their midst emerged a
very stocky Hereford boll who obvlously theught I was interfering with hisg harewm ~ he
enorted and scratched the ground with his hoof, I byoke into a trot......and so did he!
But I was sble to throw mysell over a fence, ;rﬂl in the nick of timedl
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CHAIRMAN'S PAGE

As s final note you may be interested to know thet Hrnie Orme and myself are forming
an elite sél fishing club to be named after o well-kunown tackle manufucturer - North
Western Blunks,

Mark Davies
Chadirman

MY SEASON 1981

The S0 snd NASG Conference over, my shoughts turn to the coming meason and how te lreak
that five pound berrier. Time to veflsct that bsok in 1976 (that long ago) 1 caught
two 5lb4 eels on consecutive nights.  Since then, I haven't sesn one on the bank.

This year I plen to figh waters not previcusly fished. Alsc T had 2 good guantity of
Glyein Amino Acid which T had prepsred in waricus quantitises from two ppm to eight ppm.

Every one I talk to was keen and raring to go - all that yas needed was some warm weather
to get the water temperature ahove that eritical ﬁQJP (107¢) mark., The canals are usually
the first to warm up duwring early Aprlil,  Mark Devies and I decided to try the

Shropshire Union at Soudlay for ovpeners. It ig a lovely feeling setting up the blvvy
for the first session but the elements let us dowm, 1t was blooedy occld and windy und

the canal vas full of floating rubbish which kepd .catohing the line. Mark did mansge

one gel but even that locked pretiy lethargic.

During 1980 I was fortunste senough to gedt pernilssion to Lish two local lakes for eels
during the close sgason and although they nave produced very few ezlg;one was over

5ib, The smaller of the two lakes is pavtloularly inviting, epproxiwately 40 acrea with
depthe up to & foot, very muddy and cirnged with head-high rushes with a smattering of
water lilies. It hag n colosssl smount of naetuwral food. In the summer, the water is
block with daphnia, znd even the shrimps sre apecimen wsize. In fect, it is the best
potential "big fisk water" I have ever fighed. I reckon that if I could just get one
eal that it would be something special. ‘The only spot which can be benk fished didn't
look toc inviting snd I decided to tagkle the woter from a bost.  Fortunstely, in the
winter a couple of the other angleys who viait the water had repaired two punte o fish
from. During the First week ip April, we travelled down in n Unigate Milk Wagon to
launeh them.

Kow, seling from & boat iz a real headache snd following my first session cn 2nd May, I
staggered ashore with hypothermin.  Also, there wes this horrid problem of the boat
gwaying sbout, setting off the alsrmsg all the time, We all go together on this one,
and came up with the "gedged" nreviously descrided in & recent Bulletin. These proved
extremely efficient, ecpecially when we replaced the cunes, used nms bank stioks, with:
lengtihe of sorewed conduit up to 15 foot lenmgs  About this time, srthur Sutton sent me

a ceuple of nis superb "gripper” alarm unitz.  Now, no~one whohes used any of his

alarms will doubt thet aAvthur is the finest builder and designer of alerms in the country,
and his "wripper® ds a suwre-fire winmer.

T adapted an old fly-tying viea to clamp these alarm units snd rod rests to the bost,..
thay worked like a devesm, By laying oubt wy bed chair and aleeping bag I could now
fish guite comfortably and, whais more, in resscyable wormth, from within a sleeping
Wage This Lot was kept dry by slusing a losd of fertiliser bags together and allpping
the sleeping bags inzlde them.
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T hed meveral trips on both lzkes and enjoyed my {ishing but sadly no eels ware caught.
Howsver, I am confident that should the privilege be extended in future seasons, I will
get a good one, ”

Unfortunately, I was away during the Qlub's trip to Bra Lake, but Brian and Richard were
kind enocugh to get permission for two of us to visit the water for the weekend prior to
the Whit Trip. I believe that Bra ie capable of producing big eals but 1t is2 unlike

any other wabter I have fished with those twitchy bites and baits that disappear into the
zoft mud. T think the s=ls spend mest of thelr time buried in this mud, even to the
point of moving through it to feed. The only answer I could see, was to fish very small
baits and mit by the¢ rods for on inatant strike. There are certainly s few problems to
work out and although we weren't fishless, only twoe esls came out of & weekend when it
rained end rained and rained.

During the latter part of May, two friends arrived one evening to discuss the venue for
the glorious sixtesnth - I wag duly dragged off to the nearest ale house and many hours
and several pintm, or-was it meny pints and several hours leter, all wag cgroed.
Wnitemers was the chosen spot.

Now, I should explsin thet Pete and Koger were looking for bresm and tench, as for ma,
1'11 go for anythinge- even fish -usecasionally, but have this failing when it comes to
eelg. The reegon hehind cur choice was due to the fmet that durdng the previour winter,
Mark Duvies, Fete snd I, hed done e full survey of the lake with an echo sounder. Now,
if you think you know a water, I resommend you $ry going over it with sn scho sourder,
The sounder threw up geversl hithertc unknowmn features, The meat interesting being in
one corner where although the depth changed omly slightly, the bottom varied from sand
and gravel to so’t mud. A otrip was arvenged to view the intended swims and thig

sorted out, we commenced pre-baiting. Now Pete was going o the water as much na four
times & week and during the three wesks prior to the ssason opening many gallons of
raggots and thonsends of lob worms were put into the thpee swims, The groundbaiting
followad the exaot method of pre~baiting - in this case, approximately seventy yards out
from the buni't the balt was dropped from .m inflsatable boat. I very rsrely {ish worms
without groundbaiting, snd the ugual amount iz about 200 lobs and 2 pints of maggots
which sve put in approximetely every twelve hours., Through the session this usually
turns something up in mny pitch even if 4t is only jack plke.

Collecting that smount of bait iz extremely hard work asnd I dreed %o think just how many
worms I have uprooted fom our loosl cricket pltceh. iy ourrent record iz 10C lobs in
three minutes five seconds.

Come the eve of the sixteenth, Hoger had to work bhub fortunetely Merk mensged to gel a
few days off mnd three of ue sebtled down in cur slloted swims.,  kven though it was

the fifteenth vyou can't just sit there waiting for midnight, =% least 1 can®tli I have
to admit to cheabing and was goon catching, with three eeln to 3:08.

Tn addition to the wsuel single lob T also nad 2 gvimfeeder snd maggot rlg set up and
late in the afterncon hooked into 2 good eel which I unfortunstely lost. Pete slso
astarted catching with eel after eel hitiing his net. Yow, he was fishing a 41b line
and %51b hooklength with maggots and swinfeeder snd way landing eels which got blgger and
bigger. He ended up with several sround the 41b figure. Fair o say, he did loge '
gsoveral which bit through the hooklength, these where when he fall asleep.

The ssoond and third days, my swim tailed off and Y suspect thet egels had been attracted
inte the ares by prebaiting end if was net & matural holding spet. Pete, however, was.
going from str@ngﬁh to shrength and T susvected Mark too was getting slightly jeslous
of this breamy gnd catching onr ssla . T partoinly woad.

Pete's kespnet, now full of eels, locked as 18 » gallon of meggols had “een maszhed up -
and thrown in around it. FProof, if any Turther were needed, of his smesing suocess in

51
Lahts of maggoy munching.

training these eela in the de




MY SEASON 1961
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On the lasgt day, I did lsnd sm eel of 4351, Pete
perch of 2¢5 = he snsvered with 2 perch of 2

7} h :{ one Uf [L"b, Jb‘ K¢k I ’C:Elught a
‘tO 0 F’lee% bl I "\}Cllldl"l“. Stal’]d 1‘?700 m‘lc}l mnoers o
=}

ER
L B
6. fortunately, for me, that I had
f his crowing. ~

A few days lster, T contscted Fete and casually enguived if he was thinking of another
trip to Whitemers. "No" came the reply - he wag alresdy balting up "0S8"., The eels
vere all wmine.

20th June and beck 4o the far corner and Pete's swin, Lots of lohe =nd a

gallon of magpetesy alas, T only nsd cne uight bul lonmg enoush te lsnd three eela and
all big threes. The tackle I was using is my standzrd set up for this type of water,
117 - 12! carp rods, thrse of which are through adtion the forth fast taper (funny thing
is they all cast ¢ wctly thé same distines), Mitechell 3506 reels, %the perfect eel reel,
and G1b Sylcast line. Oeerslonally T go wup to 11 1% when [ishing on or near snegs snd
down to &1b or even 4 plus 5 with Mitohell 300°s when the going wzets tough.

The mont important part iz the business terminel rig thiz ile:e

Bach item iz most ﬁr%fully Fcrutiniaed eysn down 4o the use of the head. The
Arsley bomb iz atteohed by the "stick” sseonds reed which was designed for use over weed
= but it hes proved so el;@CtiV” o I :lvom fien without cne. Frnie Crme first sent

me a aouple for trials »nd I bave uoed tnmm ever since in various lengths depending on
the type of bottom fished over. VYery essy to meke, I paint them matt hTau;, grey or
gome other sombre colowr. The split ring is the type used on the Drennsn swinmfeeders
(obtrined from Trev WMosa) vohave nroved far better than avivels. Ph@ bead helps to
stop the line twisting sround the split ring when long casting or retrieving the line.

o

Tre type of hook uwsed iz very much .o personal cholce but it is p
important then any of us give it credit for, Time and time

robebly for more

in I find that, «s with

any other type of fishing, it pays to seale down. The "8tillets" peitbern previously used

is gtill aveilahle bubt rot to the sane

standesrd and 1 now use Mustsd Nol AS5R20 or AS240 -
these are obibained Trom Yoolworths,

The size I use mosi iz 12 for medium icbs (I rarely use the jumbo lobs), 14 for small and
size 10 for doubles. These hooks are nmuch mmaller than most eel anglers use but give
them a try; for my money they are a veory sood patbers.

I muat emphooige

that I am alvays verying the set up and this is only my standard i
L ] , f "

I van not ses any point in

On June Eﬁthg I vrebaited Whitemsre and woved Yo Urowsmere which during the 197%

pariod yroved the most consietant big eel watar T have aver fished. Tt was here ﬁJat
T firat WUJKO& out the post ful margin technigue that hos proved so effactive.
Howaver, since 1978 anly tvo soes have vied ide of my kespnet and this
porticular trip did not 44 TIWALQT e to uh;tem@xe; wibh another
200 Toba né two pints of n rdbalt. Leter 1 was to mish that 1 had sbopped

ted the ins

o Y was bae
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the full weekend because during the nizht T leﬂ one eel of 4rl 2nd wes just tucking
into breackfast at 7.3C sm on & suver mornins hen the line tripped off aguin »nd this
time it wag an el of 42,

1...

By now, the weed had reslly goine? 2 hold and landing Fish 1 hrough it was proving
difficuls Bach fich book *”luv a8 long os normal ho land - one thing I did learn

on this trlp was not to be ofraid of fiching over or throug: veek. There were cceans
of the stuff growing up from the botion and yet these fels were finding my of*erngu
without amy difficultr,

Pl

No doubt in
wers yosid ir
romember our

food apld this was wvhere the eels
narmar months but I am suve you

4.4,__‘

In July T attendéd o fno week course in Gloucestarshire and in smongst all the normal
ciobher wes my flshing tackle end = shance to {ish gome of thosze uoath Lernpy Pitg,.

It was 40-0dd miles to Zoath Cerney from where I wae sbeying and on arrival I stopped

st verlous rod laybys and gased over the hedges end zeross hun reds of acres of differing
graval »its that festoon the ares,  Just combemplating starting had me Clying up and
down tha ma Lﬂ “*nﬂT” road gasrching for o 1ik sel anot, Iventually following advice
from some snylers, I settled on » welleestoblished leke snéd fished a Fadrly shsllow weedy
axea. Hun u;ter run had bootleces hitbting the bank until I tired of the whole process

I baited with eel strip end t:.e@ bites stopped,

Sk

A couple of nights later, T tried snother pit and had 4 blank but the following weel,
with the car leid up wltb wheel bearing trouble, I had to st.y on the camp wnd join ia
the boozing with all the other isds.

Back home, I went eeling sgain ou iwgast lst snd this time tried Blakesmere,
unfortunately, an over-enthusisshic working party hed msved in on the trees. It is sad
to think that the main holding spots gre in and around thne tree rooty and branches that
overaeng the water. Now there was not sven 2 blade of sraza to hide behind. The far
bank remeins like a jungle snd no doubt the eels will have moved seross end the only way
to get at them would be from = boat.

‘—‘—4

I stnyed st Blakemarva and msvaged one 21h eel but weg quickly sway at filrst light,
curging those wond cutters that had reduced the canal side bank to o dreary dbaerﬁw

Two weeke later I vigits d 8 Jarge nuaboer of posgible el waters and eveh baited Newtbon
mere for o few dayu orl have the place errupt with algse. They all locked wrong
somehow and sc 1t wes back to Vetels srot yet agaln.

Phis time, I had company ap oy seven yosr old son M rhyn fancied a weekend with me. I
reckon he must think he hss @ fiveeday fair@v during the summer. We arrived to find the
water had cleared and it was poszible to see the bottem in 8! of water and e the
groundvaiting ritual commenced we drifted ovar the grot and there, quite clearly, waz the
regson behind the success of the spot, Cn pregious visits it was notlcesbls that sll
the action came %o vods 2 and 3, vros 1 snd 4 on either side had no bites at 21l despita
trying te £it all the baits in the narrow band where the biteg conme from. Across the .
swim we paddled and %lp bottom was of pravel and nanu - suddenly the colour chenged guite
distinctly to a derker wud which wes covered with o clumpy of heavy weed growth.

Fels did not move our of thia bsnd of darksey mud and this wes evident hy tte desd worms:
frow previous groundbsiting 4411 visible on the zandy sress to elther side., he
figh were parfectly hanpy to fe'l in such shallow weter, even in the daytime, but would’
act move ontoe the 1 sand for thae free offerings Shrown o them.

Armed with this information the sroundbait wss all droepped into this narrow band and whet
8 d‘@h*ﬂ we hed with four big QQAb; two over four pounds snd the beat 436, Martyn
couldntt comat the distunce even shen I tried to halp him, 20 we rowsd the boat to the besl
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agpot cnd dropped his bait exscbly in » smull clear area on the mud strip wdded a good
dolliop of muggots snd returned to the bank., Two hours later at %30 tm he landsd an

ael of 7:10. I took = cousle of vnhotos snd the best shot sppesred in the lccal paper,
The result wes one very happy lad who thinks cel fishing is dead e-sy. Later that month
we had several more frips to Whitemers and awmuple of 3lb+ sels, t was apparent that
plenty of eels still inhabited the swim and were happy to take the free offerings but the
bites were now very finicky and would drop the baits for no apparent resson despite
seallng down the tackle. -

At the beginning of September I had a long veekend trio te Hawkstone Fark, Shropshire,
I enjoysd the trip and caughit some guod fish but only two small eels, One big rudd
took a huge bunch of worms aund came out with worms Ffestooned all sround ity I even had
&8 2410 crucism off = lob.

somes very big eels have bheen btaken om the water and s load of them h.ve been caught on
lunchecn meat. It wes from s emell it nesr here thst o lad haed a 2114 #el on meat and
1960 the same water produced » large Tib, on the old plumrose too. Me, I can't get =
A -

bite on it.

Arthur Sutton journeyed the long distsnce %o Whitemere for our surual Jaunt end he

even msnaged to drag ocut Ernie for a trip. 41l was set for = good three day session
until the westher took commend.  The winds blew so hard I aven had a willow tree
collapse across my swim. frthvr retired Yo hig cor snd I am not too sure what happened
to Ernie. We all survived, but enly just. The same trip last year sew 10 good eels,
this time we returned home =arly with » good sosking end 2 hatred for gale-force winds.

Another trip to Crowsmerc wes o waste of time snd e full 24 hours were spent gazing st
the lifeless swim througi never-ending rain. = The highiight of the weekend wag
collesting wushrooms, it certsinly wasn't the fishing. With the arrival of October we
were nearing the end of the eel year but I had one sce §till left to play.

Merbury were vroduces biz sels in October when they wmove into the deep water (20! plug)

at the back of the church. The only trouble is they only appesr every other season and
always on an odd yesr never an sven, which is cuite remarksble. Juccess dates back to

1961 @0 there is a geod track record, '

I pre-baited on three occasions and then errived at the swim around 8 sm snd put in
another load of hait. Wigh fishing this time of the yeer 1s not for me, I can't
et out of my sleeping bag besides it is cormonsense thet if the sels arve to feed then
it's a good deal more likely o be in the daytime when the temperaturs is et its besi,

My 10! cene MX IV oarp rod slways gets used at Marbury, 1t is a family tradition and yet
again it turned up with the goods »hen the only bite of the day produced 2 %3110 eel.

3

The following weskend Mark joined ne for snother Merbury session but unfortunately frost
on the previous three nights put peid teo our chances,  So much for the season of 1961,
I can't help but feel that I miseed out somewhers,  Somehow I never got sround to
fishing sny new waters that I had lined up. Those smmine acids seemed a waste of +ime
and 1 haydly csught o fish on any of my mizes.

It seems that the harder you try the harder those really big esls are to calch, perhaps
a completely diffevent spprosch may do the trick., Whatever, I cant wait for 1982,
Vhen the dust cum bo sheken of T those eel rods and once again the car will be heading
towarde some likely sel apot.

Already I am misaing the whole scene, those long weekends when the light begins to fail,
the splogh of the leger as it comee down far inteo the lake, the %test of %he alarm when )
the rod is nestled in the rests, then the lomg wait in the 5t111 night alr and the chance
of & run,
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To me there is nothing to matoh sel fishing and T hove I will always enjoy it.

Total Sessions: Selg 0«1 12 2«3 Gmd 4=5
29 26 4 5 3 2 3
Beost eels 436 14.8.81
£

I had @ motive in writing the sbove article which I hope may prove of interest and
benefit to otherws.

For too meny yeera we have condemned one of our members with the monumentsl task of
compiling the year's session reports. I velleve it is f.r too much for one individusl.
The enswer must be for esch member to take notes throughout the yesr and at the end of
the season forvard them for inmclusion in the Bulletin., This way the onus will be placed
firmly on the shoulders of ihe individual members themselves.

What do you think?

Lave Holmen

LETTER TO THE EDITCR

Dear Bditor, v

May I take the opportunity of wishing you nll a very bappy Christmas and prosperous
New Year. I hope that 1982 la <11 you want it to he and all the hard work and effort
which goes behind every fishing sesson is duly vewarded, I look forward to typing a1l

your end-ofwsedson reports and hope that there are plenty of 51b+ eals amonget them.
Best of luck and tight lines,
Yours sincerely

Jan Jefferason




